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PROJECT INFORMATION SHEET 

WETLANDS AND WATER POLLUTION 

PRODUCTS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

THE DRP, WETLANDS AND WATER POLLUTION 

Wetlands such as floodplain forests, marshlands, deltas, floodplain corridors and lakeshores 
have numerous functions. They are valuable drinking water reserves for millions of people. They 
assist in reducing the impacts from floods and pollution. They also provide habitat for many 
species. However, 80% of the Danube's wetlands and floodplains were lost since the end of the 
19th century, threatening species such as pelicans in the Danube Delta and beavers in the 
Upper Danube. 

Danube wetlands are getting significant help from the UNDP/GEF Danube Regional Project 
(DRP). A key goal is to target Danube water and wetland managers to better incorporate 
wetland conservation into their river basin planning, especially to help them fulfil the EU Water 
Framework Directive. Project partners include Danube NGOs, especially those in the Danube 
Environment Forum (DEF) with 170 NGO members, scientific experts and the International 
Commission for the Protection of the Danube River (ICPDR). 

 

WHO CAN BENEFIT FROM THESE DRP PRODUCTS? 

Are you involved in planning river basin management somewhere within the Danube River 
Basin? Are you responsible for developing or implementing policies related to reducing water 
pollution from municipalities in the basin, at the national or municipal level? Or are you a 
manager of a wetland or interested in wetland conservation? If yes, then we can help, 
especially: 

> Water and river basin/district managers 

> Wetland managers 

> National government representatives responsible for developing and implementing 
policies and legislation related to reducing water pollution 

> Municipal decision-makers 

> Environmental NGOs concerned about water pollution or wetlands 

> International organizations (e.g. Ramsar Convention Secretariat) 
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WHAT ARE THE PRODUCTS AND ACTIVITIES? 

1. REPORTS 

Two reports have been prepared to date. The first summarizes project actions taken to help 
Danube countries prepare new land-use and wetland conservation policies and legislation. The 
second is an Inventory of Protected Areas (Natural Habitats) in the Danube River Basin together 
with GIS output, maps and a database. 

 

2. GUIDANCE DOCUMENT: WETLANDS AND RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT  

This document is geared to encouraging Danube national water and wetland managers to 
increase wetland protection and restoration activities. It explains why wetlands are important 
for water and river basin management, especially in reducing nutrient pollution, and provides 
examples of how managers can proceed with wetland efforts. 

 

3. WETLAND PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS 

Products including Fact Sheets and a Powerpoint presentation will be developed to help 
encourage water and wetland managers to consider wetlands more seriously in their efforts. The 
Danube Environmental Forum (DEF) is leading this component. 

 

4. SUPPORT FOR NGOS 

The DRP provided support to wetland-related activities to the four countries of Croatia, Serbia, 
Slovakia and Slovenia. The support was meant to assist the larger ‘International Wetlands 
Campaign’ of the DEF. Financial support was also provided through the DRP Small Grants 
Programme to NGOs working on wetlands-related projects. 

 

5. LOCAL POLICIES AND CONCEPTS 

Three case studies will present ways in which sustainable land-use concepts, policies and best 
practices can be implemented at the local to help protect and restore wetlands. 

 

6. MEDIA OUTREACH – BACKGROUND STORY 

‘Wet plants are there for a reason’ tells the story about an NGO that received DRP funding to 
help restore wetlands in a town in Hungary. The story also gives a good picture of the general 
context of wetlands-related work in the Danube basin. Other media activities includes press 
releases launched locally, nationally and internationally, and other stories that have been 
published in international and national media. 
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7. WORKSHOPS 

A final wetlands-related workshop will be held in the Danube Delta, Romania in 2007. 

 

8. WEBSITE 

Wetlands section on DRP website with full downloadable reports:  Theme: www.undp-
drp.org/drp/themes_wetlands  

Reports: www.undp-drp.org/drp/en/activities_1-4_wetlands_and_land-
use_policies_fr_phase1.html  

CONTACTS 

DRP: Paul Csagoly, Communications Expert, Vienna International Centre D0437 
P.O. Box 500, a-1400, Vienna, Austria. (tel) +43 1 26060 4722. (mob) +43 664 561 2192 

 

 

 


