
	
		




MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN 

THE SECRETARIAT OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC REGIONAL ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

AND

THE SECRETARIAT OF THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY


The South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (hereinafter “SPREP”) and the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (hereinafter “the SCBD”),

Recalling decision IV/15 on the relationship of the Convention with the Commission on Sustainable Development and biodiversity-related conventions, other international agreements, institutions and processes of relevance adopted by the fourth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity and by which it requested the Executive Secretary to continue to coordinate with the secretariats of relevant biodiversity-related conventions, institutions and processes, and to cooperate with related processes at the regional and sub-regional levels, with a view to, inter alia, exploring the possibility of developing joint work programmes between the Convention on Biological Diversity and other relevant institutions and conventions;

Recalling further decision V/20 on the operations of the Convention adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its fifth meeting by which it recognized that activities at the subregional and regional levels, including existing regional processes established for other biodiversity-related purposes, have an important role to play in preparing for Convention meetings and enhancing the implementation of the Convention;

Recalling also the Agreement Establishing SPREP as an independent intergovernmental organisation to provide assistance in order to protect and improve the environment of the South Pacific Region to ensure sustainable development for present and future generations, and the ongoing commitment of SPREP Member governments to this goal as endorsed from time to time in the Action Plans;

Aware of the widespread support the Convention on Biological Diversity enjoys among SPREP Member countries as evidenced by the number of  SPREP Member countries Parties to the Convention and the interest that has been generated in the recently adopted Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on Biological Diversity;

Noting that a main objective under SPREP’s Action Plan 2001-2004 is the effective protection of the natural heritage of the Pacific islands region through the conservation and sustainable management of their natural resources and biodiversity;

Noting further that SPREP is also the Secretariat for the Convention on the Conservation of Nature in the South Pacific and the Convention for the Protection of the Natural Resources and Environment of the South Pacific Region, and of the linkages and synergies between these regional conventions and the Convention on Biological Diversity;

Recognizing the importance of collaborative approaches at the subregional, regional and global levels to effectively facilitate and promote the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity and SPREP’s mandate to facilitate the implementation of the Convention in the Pacific sub-region; 

Recognizing also the valuable collaboration to-date between SPREP and the SCBD and the need to further enhance this collaboration in order to strengthen and promote co-ordination and cooperation in areas of mutual interest ;
Have agreed as follows:
Article 1.
Institutional Cooperation

1.	The SCBD and SPREP will coordinate their activities relating to the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity and its Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety in the Pacific islands region.
2.	The SCBD and SPREP will develop and implement joint activities in areas of mutual interest. Such activities will be undertaken within the framework of two-year work plans agreed upon between the parties and which will constitute annexes to this Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter “the Memorandum”).
3.	The SCBD and SPREP will, as far as possible, ensure respective participation at meetings organized by them, including, as appropriate, presentations and organization of side events.
4.	The SCBD and SPREP will keep their respective governing bodies informed on the progress made in the implementation of this Memorandum, including the implementation of the work plans adopted thereunder.
Article 2
Exchange of Information
The SCBD and SPREP will exchange information on their activities in the areas of mutual interest and, in particular, on the progress achieved in the implementation of joint activities, on a regular basis.
Article 3
Entry into force, Review and Termination
1.	The present Memorandum will enter into force upon signature by the Director of the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme and the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity.
5.	The SCBD and SPREP may, by mutual agreement, review and amend this Memorandum, including the work plans adopted thereunder.
6.	The present Memorandum may be terminated by either party giving a one-year written notice.




Signed on behalf of the				Signed on behalf of the
South Pacific Regional				Secretariat of the Convention on  
Environment Programme (SPREP) 		Biological Diversity



	
	
	

	Asterio Takesy
	
	Hamdallah Zedan

	Director
	
	Executive Secretary  
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