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Climate Change Conference Presents
Global and Regional Challenges

The existence of morethan ten thousand small islands rests on theworld' s ability
tolive up to its promise of cutting greenhouse gas emissions. At the conclusion of
the Buenos Aires climate conference different challenges were thrown to devel-
oped countries and to Pacificisland countries.

r Tamari'i Tutangata, Director of
the South Pacific Regional Envi-

ronment Programme (SPREP), said
“Itisheartening to know that the confer-
ence has agreed to do the detailed plan-
ning needed to help regions like the Pa-
cific survive the present and accelerat-
ing change, but what ismost needed now
is actual emission reductions. The sci-
encetellsusthelonger theworld delays
reductions, the worse the resulting cli-
mate changewill be. Thelntergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change has said that
reductionsof 60-80 percent would benec-
essary to stop the process of global
warming and climate change, and re-
peated that opinion in its latest compre-
hensive review. Thereis an urgent need
for the developed world to start doing
what it hasbeen promising for solong, if
thetens of thousands of small islandsin
the Pacific and other oceans are to sur-
vive.”

A range of controversial issues dis-
cussed, included whether developed
countries are doing enough to combat
climate change, whether all partieswould
agree to specific emission cuts and also
to assist developing countries in ways
to cope with the impacts of climate
change and sea level rise. Identification
of vulnerable countries, transfer of tech-
nology, adequacy of developed country
commitmentsand flexible mechanisms of
the Kyoto Protocol were amongst some
of the leading issues discussed.

Dealing with articles 4.8 and 4.9
concerning identification of the most
vulnerable and least devel oped countries
caused considerable debate within G77
(Group of 77 and China). Whereas the
Small Island Countriesclaim vulnerability
to the impacts of climate change based
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Training Targets Skills to
Combat Marine Pollution Accidents

A small oil spill in the Pacific could have a disproportionately large impact
because of the dependence of local communities on coastal and ocean resources
for survival. To date, there are glaring deficiencies in the Pacific island region’s

capacity to deal with this sort of disaster.

nopportunity to make astartin deal-

ing with marine disasters such as

spills came in the Regional Work-
shop on Marine Spill Response held in
Fiji from 30 November to 4 December 1998.
The workshop, an initiative under the
Pacific Ocean Pollution Prevention Pro-
gramme (PACPOL) of SPREP; aimed to
work out the details of aregional contin-
gency plan, and to provide specialised
training in technical aspects of dealing
with marine spills.

The workshop was funded by the Inter-
national Maritime Organisation (IMO)
and drew support from international or-

Protect Our Sea ¥ % &
IR

ganisations such as the International
Tanker Owners Pollution Federation, the
regional oil industry and maritime and
environmental authoritiesfrom Australia,
France, New Zealand and the United
States.

Steve Raaymakers, the Marine Pollution
Adviser for SPREP said that in order to
avoid duplication of effort, theworkshop
alsoidentified who doeswhat and where
the gapsare, inthe hope of getting rid of
the overlaps and to plug the gaps.

Theworkshop reviewed aproposed draft
of a regional contingency plan, and
agreed to finalise it by June 1999. In ad-
dition, government and oil industry rep-
resentativesfrom Australia, France, New
Zealand and the United States outlined
assistancethat could be provided by their
countries.

Participants also heard that the largest
number of oil spills occur during routine
ship-to-shoretransfer operationsin port,
and discussed improved procedures to
prevent these numerous small spills.

In addition to agreeing to move forward
with a regional contingency plan, the
workshop also agreed that:

e each country will develop a
national marine pollution contin-
gency plan.

* each country will establish a
national marine pollution commit-
tee.

Protect Our Sea ¥ % &

e each country will develop national
marine pollution laws and regula-
tions.

* governments and the oil industry
will work closely together to
develop theseinitiatives.

During the workshop, participants at-
tended a number of training sessions to
learn about the latest, state-of-the-art

Photo by Michael von Reiche

techniques for cleaning-up marine oil
spills. TheFiji oil industry hosted aprac-
tical day at the Vuda Point oil terminals,
to demonstrate the use of oil spill clean-
up equipment.

Parti cipants agreed the week-long work-
shop should become an annual event, and
that the venue should be rotated around
theregion.

Photo by Peter Bennett
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From the Director’s Desk

ooperation is a skill which Pacific
island countries know well and one
which was sorely needed, in
November this year, as more than 160
countries met in Buenos Aires in

Argentina to put flesh on the bones of
the Climate Convention.

They had agreed under the Climate
Convention and its Kyoto Protocol to
reduce their greenhouse gas emissions,
but for most of the fortnight-long
conference, cooperation in living up to
those commitments seemed thelast thing
on most countries’ minds. Parties were
deadl ocked; intransigent position-taking
ruled; and for much of the fortnight it
seemed that the only agreement to come
out of proceedings would be a“Mafiana
Mandate”, with all hard decisions put off
for later meetingsto settle.

The statistics made grim reading.
Although devel oped countriesagreed six
yearsago toreducetheir greenhouse gas
emissions, todatevirtually every country
has continued to increase emissions.
Meanwhile, in the Pacific, sea levels are
already rising, the weather is changing
and there is already an urgent need for
assistance to cope with accelerating
change. Yet from the first day of the
Buenos Aires conference, vested
interests seemed to rule.

Developed countries wanted afast-track
procedurethat would et them meet some
or most of their emission reduction
commitments by helping developing
countries install new climate friendly
technologies—allowing industrialised
countriesto claim credit for the resulting

emission reductions. Developing
countries saw thisapproach asan attempt
by richer countries to avoid making any
emission reductions at home.

Suspicion andintransigenceruled theday
and there seemed little way around the
roadblocks. Within its own grouping of
the G77 and China, the developing world
was also locked in disagreement. Pacific
island countries argued forcefully for
agreement on adetailed work programme
that would allow them to start adapting
to climate change and sea-level rise. The
oil producing and exporting countries
(OPEC), who are also included in the
developing world grouping, refused to
agreetothisunlessthey wereincludedin
the definition of “most vulnerable
countries”. They said that if the world
started using less oil, their economies
would suffer and they would need
international assistanceto copewiththat
impact. Not unnaturally, small island states
found this point of view hard to swallow.

Under the United Nations system, any
international agreement must be reached
by consensus, which means that if even
one party objects, all dealsare off. Given
the number of countries and the range of
opposing views at Buenos Aires,
consensus seemed an impossible dream.

The last three days saw endless
negotiation in a range of small groups
representing al the variouspointsof view,
totry toreach agreement on at | east some
of the difficult issues. By the last night,
any agreement still seemed unlikely. Inthe
halls and corridors of the conference
centre, there was an almost surreal
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atmosphere of exhaustion. Delegates had
hardly slept from the previoustwo nights,
as negotiations dragged on. The full
meeting of all countries, to consider the
detail sthat hopefully had been hammered
out by thesmaller groups, wasdueto start
at 6pm on the Friday night. But by
midnight therewas noindication that the
smaller groups negotiating behind closed
doors might have some proposal for the
full conferenceto consider.

Some del egates went back to their hotels
tograbacoupleof hours' sleep. But many
stayed, moving slowly down the long
corridorslikes eepwalkers. In one section
of the computer cubicles, some of the
brightest legal brains had connected up
four or five computers and were playing
hunt-and-destroy war gamesagainst each
other. In an otherwise deserted cafeteria
area, environmental activists chatted
amiably with nuclear power industry
representatives, all focused on only one
thing: staying awake until it wastime for
the conference to reconvene.

It was with somewhat blurred astonish-
ment that al countriesfinally met, at 6am
on Saturday morning, to discover that the
varying factions had agreed on a deal,
and one which, from Pacific island
countries perspective, met most of their
demands.

Thereisatimetable for working out how
vulnerable countries can adapt to climate
change, and a detailed work programme.
Any new emission reduction regime must
address extra reductions that would
otherwise not have been possible. The
agreement makes specific referencetothe
vulnerability of small island states, and
the need for equity in any programme.

During all the climate changediscussions,
the Pacific has consistently showed its
skills in cooperation. Over the next two
years, that capacity to cooperate will be
much needed. Given the detail of the
workplan agreed at Buenos Aires, the
only way theregion can hopeto cover all
the issues to be discussed in the many
workshopswill beto share the workload.
Fortunately, cooperation and sharing are
skillswhich the Pacific hasin abundance.
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The Role of National Mgﬁrological Services in the 21st Century

Reaffirming theimportant role and contrlbutlon aTM'countrles (PICs) National Meteorological Service (NMS)
to the protection of life and property, sustainable development ahd safeguarding the environment of the Pacific in the 21
century: thiswasthefocusof discussionsat the Fifth SPREP. Meetmg of Regional Meteorological ServiceDirectors (5SRMSD)
held in Honolulu, Hawaii from the 11 to 13 November 1998 - =

0 meet their obligationsand missions

I of observing and understanding
weather and climate; and in provid-

ing meteorological and related services
in support of their governments’ needs,
the participants of the 5RMSD unani-
mously agreed to the importance of long-
term strategic planning for the develop-
ment of meteorology inthe Pacificregion.

Mr PeneLefale, Climatologist and Mete-
orology Officer for SPREP, hailed theen-
dorsement by the Honolulu meeting of
the need to develop a Strategic Action
Plan for the Development of Meteorol-
ogy in the Pacific region (SDMP) for the
first decade of the twenty first century;
and the expansion of the scope of
SPREP's work to include meteorology
and climate issues, in addition to its cli-
mate change programmes as major step
forwardin Pacificisland countriesefforts
to strengthen the capacity of their NM Ss.

“This is an historical meeting. It is the
first timePacific Island Countries’ (PICs)
have agreed to develop aregional strat-
egy to further enhance meteorol ogy dev-
elopment in the region”, he said.

Mr Lefale noted the success of PICsim-
proved understanding of climate change
issues as they are now developing ap-
propriate and cost effective responses.
An important realisation is that under-
standing of the continuum from weather
to climate variability and change in all
countries depends on aunique and inte-
grated international system for observa-
tion, datacollection, processing and dis-
semination of meteorological and related
data and products, collected by NMSs.

“Weather and-¢limate systems donot rec-
ognise politicalchorders and are con-
stantly-interacting=Henee no-one coun-
try_can be fully seff-refiant in meeting all
of its requirementsfor meteorological
services-All-countriesneed to work to-
getherinaspirftofmutual-assistanceand
cooperation”,.ie said==“Thecall for the
development of the SDMP by-all 26 Di-
rectors of NMSsinthe Pacificisadirect
recognition of this need to work to-
gether”.

Even though weather, climate variability
and change are inter-linked, i.e. a con-
tinuum process, most people often use
weather, climate variability and change
as having interchangeable meanings,
which has caused confusion. The expan-
sion of the scope of SPREP’ swork toin-
clude meteorology, and climate matters
in addition to its climate change pro-
grammes will assist PICs understand
these inter-related components of the
weather and climate system. The SDMP
contains the framework that addresses
the entire continuum process.

The 5SRMSD identified the following is-
suesthat will influencethefurther devel-
opment of meteorology in the Pacific in
the 21 century:

*  Provide an integrated programme
of forecast and information
services which address the
continuum from weather to climate
and climate change, including
issues related to hydrology and
water.

* Recognise the significant role that
the SPREP Secretariat play in
complementing WMO, and

national effortsin the area of
weather and climate and the clear
mandate for SPREP to broaden the
scope of its work to cover meteor-
ology and climateissues, in
addition to-climate change pro-
grammes.

Develop along term Strategic plan
for the Pacific Region taking into
account the WMO Fifth Long Term
Plan and the priority areas agreed
to at the WM O Regional Associa-
tion V meeting in Bali, Indonesia
on September 1998.

SPREP to continue to provide a
forum for National Meteorological
Servicesin the Pacific island
countries to:

- ldentify critical issues relating
to meteorology development

- Promote collaboration in the
development of shared solu-
tions to common problems

- Enhance awareness of weather
and climate issues and pro-
grammes at appropriate levels of
government in the region such
asthe ministerial level

- ldentify opportunitiesto
improve regional capacity to
forecast, understand and
address the impacts of weather
and climate

- Pursue appropriate mechanisms
to establish a special purpose
fund to supplement existing
sources of support from national
governments, donor nations and
others to meet the growing
needs for weather and climate
monitoring, forecasting,
assessment and applications
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Director of SPREP addresses key
stakeholders in Pacific Meteorology

It is with a sense of privilege and pleasure that | join Honourable Terry Nui
Yoshinaga, in extending a warm aloha, kia orana and welcome to you all to the
Fifth SPREP Regional Meeting of Meteorological Service Directors. Special wel-
cometo those who are attending this meeting for thefirst time.

To the Honorable Representative
Y oshinaga and through you, to his Ex-
cellency the Governor, the Government
and people of Hawaii, to the Government
of the United States, please accept my
deep appreciation and that of the Secre-
tariat of the South Pacific Regional Envi-
ronment Programme and SPREP member
countriesfor your reaffirmation of being
one with the Pacific island countries
through generously hosting this meet-
ing in exciting Hawaii. | am told that this
is the first time that a SPREP-organised
meeting hasbeen held herein Hawaii and
| sincerely hopethat therewill bemoreto
come, Your Excellency, so that we can
learn more from the experiences of your
islands, especially inrelation to the envi-
ronment as it relates to sustainable de-
velopment. Your Excellency’s opening
message will serve to inspire us during
our meeting.

It is pleasing to note that General Jack
Kelly, Head of the US NOAA National
Weather Service in Washington DC will
be joining us tomorrow. | am confident
that General Kelly’ s presence will lead to
further strengthening of the cooperative
effortsbetween USNOAA NWSand the
National Meteorological Services of Pa-
cificisland countriesin particular.

| should alsoliketo pay special tributeto
Mr Hagemeyer and to Mr Edward Y oung,
Chief, Technical Division as well as the
staff of the US NOAA NWS, Honolulu
for the excellent arrangements made for
this meeting as well as the Y2K Work-
shop which concluded yesterday. Thank
you for your assistance and the warm

reception and hospitality accorded to all
of us.

Allow me also to acknowledge the pres-
ence of Dr Zillman, in his capacities as
Permanent Representative of Australiato
WMO and President of WMO’s Execu-
tive Council. Dr Zillman'scommitment to
strengthening the capacity of national
meteorological servicesinthe Pacificre-
gion and globally through his twin re-
sponsibilities in the Australian Govern-
ment and WM O hasbeen extremely valu-
able. We greatly appreciate your efforts
Dr Zillman and look forward to your con-
tinued support and guidance and that of
your government towards the NM Ss of
the PICs.

I should alsoliketo acknowledgethe pres-
ence of Dr John Lumsden, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Meteorological Service of
New Zealand Ltd.

Six years ago, in October 1993, the Hon-
ourable Edward Tabisari, then Minister
for Health and Acting Minister respon-
sible for Meteorological Services of the
Government of Vanuatu, in officialy open-
ing the First SPREP Meeting of Regional
Meteorological Service Directors, spoke
of thestrategicimportance of theroleand
responsibilities of meterological services
in protecting life and property from
weather and climate events. In doing so,
Hon. Tabisari alsolaid down achallenge
to the NMSs in the Pacific and to the
SPREP Secretariat. The “Tabisari Chal-
lenge”, aswe have now coined it, called
for “continuing improvements in all the
weather services of the Pacific for the

betterment of mankind”. The Tabisari
Challenge continues to form the back-
bone or rationale for SPREP' s approach
towards strengthening the capacity of
NMSsin thePICs.

Most of you here today participated at
that Vanuatu meeting and we, in the
SPREP Secretariat, consider it appropri-
ate as we, collectively, go through the
various agendaitemsfor thismeeting that
we also take the time to look back and
take stock of how far we have comesince
our first meeting six yearsago. Weshould
take time to reflect upon where we are
today asameteorological community and
to consider the challengesthat lie ahead
of us if we are to adequately serve the
urgent requirements not just of our re-
spective national communities, but also
of the regional and global communities.
Areour weather services now providing
more effective and accurate products
than in 19937 Are the users of our prod-
uctsand servicessatisfied withtheir qual-
ity and timeliness? Do we, in your Secre-
tariat, fulfil your expectations?

These are only examples of questions
that we need to ask ourselvesand openly
discuss because only thenwill webeina
better position to target our efforts to-
wardsour respectiveshortcomingsinthe
future. Itisour hopethat you will beable
to identify key areas of priority concern
for our collective attention, drawing on
our experiences over the past six years.
At last year’ smeeting, wetook our initial
step towards longer term planning by
accepting time lines for climate-related
projectsthat arein linewithin the Pacific
islands region. We should continue to
build on that initiative, including devel-

continued on page 7
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The Key to

Sustainable Development in the Pacific

Coordination at regional, and international levels and the cooperation through
developing partnerships amongst the local community, the private sector, non
governmental organisations, government departments and the international
community make up the key to protecting the Pacific’ s fragile environment.

nvironment ministers and senior
E officials from Australia, New

Zealand and 12 Pacific Island
countries who met in Auckland New
Zealand on 17 November 1998 endorsed
theabovethemesaswell asother matters
in their discussion of the Pacific's input
into the Seventh Session of the
Commission on SustainableDevel opment
(CsDY).

An earlier meeting in November of
government representatives, regional and
international organisations, the private
sector and non governmental organi-
sations (NGOs) in Apia, Samoa drafted
the recommendations presented at the
Auckland meeting.

According to Gerald Miles, Head of the
Environmental Management and Planning
Division at SPREP, an important
achievement of the Apia meeting wasin
opening up avenues of discussion
involving the private sector and non
governmental organisations. The meeting
decided that effective partnershipsamong
all stakeholders and in particular local
communities, NGOsand the private sector
were critical if countries in the region
could improve living standards and
economies while conserving the natural
environment.

The Pacific’ s systems of land tenure and
resource ownership meant local com-
munities have to actively support and
participate in attempts to protect and
manage natural areas.

ThePacific called for improved coordina-
tion between the United Nations (UN)
agencies and the regional organisations.
International, regional and global
agreements and conventions were only
partly implementedinthePecific. Thiswas
partly because UN agencies did not
alwaysconsider these conventionswhen
designing development projects in the
region.

Skillstrainingisstill needed and the active
involvement of thecommunity washighly

Hon. Smon
Upton. NZ
Minister of
Environment
and Chair of
CSD7 visiting
PREP.
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Environment needs to be integrated as a core aspect of any planning or policy decision.

recommended. There is still a growing
need for environment and devel opment
in the Pacific to be integrated as a core
aspect of any planning or policy decision.
This integration would continue to
promote a holistic approach to island
development to make the most effective
use of the capacity within countries of

the Pacific region.

Sustainable development in the region
must make the explicit links between
health, population and the environment.
Marineresourcesand freshwater supplies
were critical to survival of people and

environment alike and urgently needed
attention.

Specifically, the Pacific requested the
international community to focus on

coastal resources through community-
based conservation and management
including research into development
optionslikeaquacultureor ecotourism. It
also requested audits to be done to
determinethecarrying capacity of natural
resources, and human resource
development at all levels to boost
countries national skills and business
enterprise base.
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continued from page 5

oping amechanismfor effectively evalu-
ating and monitoring the progress that
Pacificisland countriesare making inthe
implementation of activities that fall un-
der the purview of thisbody in amanner
that i s sustainable both in terms of tech-
nology and resource capacity.

In this regard, we are fortunate in that
themajority of representativeshere have
aready had the opportunity to review the
Fifth Long-Term Plan of WMO, espe-
cidlyinrelationtoWMO’sRegional As-
sociation V (RA V). We consider this
document to bethe principal mechanism
through which wewill work together with
WMO to identify common objectives,
formulate overall policiesand coordinate
plans and to develop relevant projects
to support NMSs in the Pacific island
countries. Inthiscontext, | should liketo
commend WMO for initiating the proc-
ess of prioritisation of activities for the
region. We note that most of the priority
activities already identified by WMO for
RA V under its Fifth Long-Term Plan are
inlinewith our own activities and goals.

In fact, SPREP has, over the past year,
actively pursued the objective of merg-
ing our activities with those of other re-
gional and international agencies in or-
der to better utilise the limited resources
availableto our region and to avoid pos-
sible duplication of activities. Inrelation
to WMO, this processwill be greatly fa-
cilitated through the establishment of the
WMO subregional office for the South-
West Pacific within SPREP s offices. As
part of this process, we intend, with the
cooperation of all the region’s develop-
ment partners to draw up and maintain
an inventory of active and proposed
projectsin the climate area. In this way,
wewill bebetter abletoidentify gapsthat
might exist and seek your guidance and
that of the development partnersin fill-
ing such gaps.

Recent experiences of extreme climate
conditions in our region, including
droughts and cyclones, have resulted in
governments recognising the urgent
need for more accurate and effective early
warning systems as a means of mitigat-
ing theimpact of natural disasters. Hope-
fully, thiswill translate into your respec-
tive governments making moreresources
available towards this end. There is an
obvious need for each one of usto per-
suade our respective governments of the
need for moreresourcesto be made avail-

I should like to commend WMO for initiating the process of

prioritisation of activities for the region. We note that most of

the priority activities already identified by WMO for RA V

under its Fifth Long-Term Plan are in line with our own

able towards effective warning systems

and the application of forecaststo water
resources management, agriculture and

other key socioeconomic sectors. Inrec-
ognising the need for governments to

apply scarceresourcestowardskey eco-

nomic sectors, we have put together a
draft proposal on fresh water for your
consideration.

As| stated to you last year, your Secre-
tariat has already recognised its own
shortcomings in seeking to effectively
implement your requirementsasyou have
identified them over the past six years.
You are probably aware that in his first
year, 1997, with SPREP as our Climatol-
ogy and Meteorological Officer, Mr
Penehuro Lefalewasonly ableto accord
barely 50 per cent of histimeto concen-
trate on work emanating from you. You
may recall that at the time of your last
meeting, we had just recruited the Project
Manager and Scientific Officer for the
Pacific Islands Climate Change Assist-
ance Programme or PICCAP. We havedso
recruited an International Negotiations
Officer who will concentrate on climate
change negotiations in relation to the
UNFCCC. Thesedevelopmentshaveena
bled us to relieve the pressure on Mr
Lefaleintermsof thisglobal negotiations
process and allow him to apply himself
more fully to the task of implementing
your requirements, including the prepa-
rations for this meeting and the Y 2K
Workshop. This has resulted in the ma-
jority of activitiesidentified by your pre-
vious meetings having beenimplemented
satisfactorily, asyouwill havelearnt from
the meeting documents. Indeed, with the
greater technical capacity that now ex-
ists within the SPREP Secretariat in the
climate change area, your Secretariat is
now in a better position to service the
requirements of this meeting more effec-
tively and in amore timely fashion.

activities and goals.

| should now like to extend the SPREP
Secretariat’ s sincere appreciation to the
donor/partner agenciesthat have enabled
us to move more confidently towards
longer term planning of climate activities
generally and to weather/meterological
activities in particular. WMO continues
to be prominent in its assistance towards
building and strengthening the capaci-
ties of National Meterological Services.
We acknowledge the ongoing and in-
creasing assistance of the United States
Department of Energy’s Atmospheric
Measurement Programme in funding Mr
Lefale s post and other major aspects of
the climate programme. | also acknow!-
edge the contributions of AusAID
through funding the South Pacific Sea
Level and Climate Monitoring Project
over thelast seven years, including fund-
ing Dr Chalapan Kal uwin’ spost at SPREP
as Climate Change Officer. Japan has con-
tributed significantly through the provi-
sion of the new Regional Centrein Nadi,
Fiji. New Zealand Official Development
Assistance (NZODA) continues to pro-
vide much needed support aswell asthe
Global Environment Facility through the
United Nations Development Programme.
The European Union funded Cyclone
Upgrade Project deserves special men-
tion as well in this context. A relative
newcomer in supporting the Pacific is-
landsclimate activitiesisthe Government
of Denmark.

| should also like to thank the sponsors
of this meeting and the Y 2K Workshop:
the USNOAA NWS, the USDOE ARM
program, the Bureau of Meterology of
Australia, AusAlID, Meteorol ogical Serv-
ice of New Zealand Ltd, Meteo France
and WMO. Let me also thank the Man-
agement and staff of the Double Tree
AlanaWaikiki Hotel for the excellent fa-
cilitiesand services.
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continued from page 1

on their vulnerability assessments, the
Qil Producing and Exporting Countries
(OPEC) insisted they too should be
included in the list for vulnerable
countries due to the economicimpact on
their countries should theworld useless
oil. No concrete evidence was presented
onthis. The Pacific countriesand AOSIS
want the issue of vulnerability due to
impactsof climate change, separated from
compensation for economic impacts of
responding to climate change.
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The need for better coordination of
information on avail able and appropriate
technologies which could benefit small
island devel oping states was discussed.
G77 countries agreed that technology
transfer processes should first be
enhanced under the Climate Change
Convention and | ater the Kyoto Protocol.
Developing countries also agreed that
any technology transfer system that
does evolve must include atransparent,
rigorous system of auditing and
verification.

el L TR T
e
A ik, .:_'.;';\'I"",'!':"“l-'- [L] TP el My oy
AT P KON
i Fiky

The Buenos Aires Plan of Action provided an important road
map for negotiations. However, the key lies in demonstrable
reductions in GHG concentrations, the strengthening of the

Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC) and its underlying

principles of dealing with issues of climate change.

Dr Graham Sem (foremost) in one of the
meetings to discuss the Pacific islands
progress on implementing the UNFCCC.

Six years ago, 169 countries agreed that
climate change was areal threat, and that
they would have to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions. Last year, at Kyoto,
developed countries agreed to specific
reductiontargets. Y et their emissionstill
continueto increase.

According to Dr Graham Sem, the
Scientific Adviser for the Pacific |sland
Climate Change Adaptation Programme
(PICCAP) another matter of concernthat
arose out of the discussion was the
increasing emissions of the rising
developing countries such as China,
Brazil and other Newly Industrialised
Countries. The Alliance of Small Island
States (AOSIS) supported the G77 view
but remains concerned that emissions

from developing countries will continue
if nothing is done to reduce those
emissions. At some point in the future,
the gross potential emissions from all
countries will have to be considered.

With regards to the outcome of the
conference for the Pacific, Dr Sem said
that from asmall island perspective, the
Buenos Aires Plan of Action provided
an important road map for negotiations.
However, the key lies in demonstrable
reductions in GHG concentrations, the
strengthening of the Climate Change
Convention (UNFCCC) and its under-
lying principlesof dealing with issues of
climate change.

The Pacific’'s plea at the conference of
the parties detailed an account of the
consequences of Climate Change already
seen. Eroding coastlines, salty soilsthat
poison crops, threatened burial sitesnear
the coast, changes in weather patterns
and fisheries and devastating droughts
are some of the effects presented to the

parties of the conference. These were
some of the reasons why the Pacific
Islands, urged the countries to make the
reductions they have committed
themselves to.

Tamari’i Tutangata, Director of SPREP
expressed that the conferencehasagreed
to do the detailed planning needed to
help regions like the Pacific survive the
present and accelerating change, but
what is needed most is the actual
emissions reductions. In 1992, 169
countries agreed that climate change
wasarea threat and that they would have
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. In
1997, developed countries agreed to
specific reduction targets in Kyoto. Yet
their emissions continue to increase.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) reminded the conference
intheir latest comprehensivereview that
reductions of 60-80 percent would be
necessary in order to stop the process of
global warming and climate change.



