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SPREP Treaty is
Signed in Apia

fter long meetings, difficult de-

cisions and compromise, the
SPREP Treaty was concluded in
the early hours of Wednesday 16
June, in Apia, Western Samoa.

The Agreement Establishing the
South Pacific Regional Environ-
ment Programme (SPREP) was
opened for signature on 16 June
after two days of intense negotia-
tions. Concessions were made by
both the French and US delega-
tions to reach a comprise agree-
ment, allowing the legal formation
of the region's newest autonomous
intergovernmental organisation.

Most disputes during the nego-
tiations centred on the ability of

" Pacific territories to take part in

decisions in SPREP's meetings.
Finally, a compromise presented by
Tuvalu proved acceptable to all del-
egates, and a final draft of the
Treaty was completed.

The Chairman of the meeting,
Hon. Misa Telefoni Retzlaff of West-

ern Samoa, congratulated the del-
egates on their uniting efforts to
reach unanimity on these difficult
issues. The Premier of Niue, Hon,
Frank Lui, recognised the outstand-
ing leadership of the Chair and the
delegates, and the efforts of the
SPREP Secretariat. The Director
of SPREP, Dr. Vili Fuavao, finished
with a prayer of thanks.

The opening for signing by Par-
ties to the Treaty allows the legal
separation of SPREP from its former
home in the South Pacific Commis-
sion in Noumea, New Caledonia. It
also allows SPREP to now concen-
trate fully on its mission to encour-
age sustainable development in its
member island countries.

"The final ceremony of the meet-
ing started with the Prime Minis-
ter of Western Samoa, Hon. Tofilau
Eti Alesana, who signed both the
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Agreement and the Final Act. The
Western Samoa government is the
depositary of the Agreement, which
needs to be ratified by 10 Parties
before it comes into force.

Ed.: Copies of the Agreement Es-
tablishing SPREP (in English and
French) are available from the Di-
rector, SPREP. 008

Who Signed

The Agreement: The Final Act:

Tuvalu

Fiji Australia
France Cook Islands USA
Kiribati Fiji Vanuatu
RMI France Western Samoa
Nauru Kiribati
Western Samoa N i RMI
PM, Hon.Tofilau PNG * " Naura
Eti Alesana, Solomon Islands New Zealand
opening the Tuvalu Niue
SPREP Treaty USA : PNG
Vanuatu Solomon Islands

Meeting in Apia.

Western Samoa Tonga

(Photo:
Apia Photo Mart)
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PM Calls for Flexibility at
SPREP Treaty Meeting

estern Samoa's Prime Minis-

ter, Hon. Tofilau Eti Alesana,
called for leadership and enlight-
enment at the opening of the meet-
ing to negotiate th&'Agreement Es-
tablishing SPREP.

"The United States and France,
two of the world's foremost leaders,
are part of the region", said Tofilau
in his opening speech. "(The United
States and France could) provide
leadership and direction, which in
part means showing innovation,
enlightenment and flexibility", he
continued. He also said that a solu-
tion to problems with the treaty
would clear the way for the signing
of the treaty, and so allow SPREP
to concentrate on its programmes
which promote and improve the
welfare of the people of the region.

In reply to the opening speech,
Niue's Premier, Hon. Frank Lui,
stressed that the outcome of the
meeting "is important because I
believe that the outcome of this
meeting will determine the future
and the strength of our collective
voice in the region and more so to
the future of the agency." He also
hoped that all delegates would re-
turn home with a feeling of achieve-
ment.

=  Prizes
Title: Goldman Environmental

Prize
For Who?

Hon. Tofilau said that his gov-

ernment was committed tosupport-
ing SPREP and to finalising this
treaty at this meeting. He hoped
that any outstanding difficulties in

- concluding the treaty would "be

dealt with in the spirit of co-opera-
tion and accommodation, and with
flexibility and imagination."
Outstanding problems resolved
were questions of the membership
of SPREP and the Parties to the

Agreement, voting procedures, dip- |

lomatic immunities and privileges
and the method of appointing the
Deputy Director of SPREP.

Of particular concern to the US
and France was the membership of
their territories, with France will-
ing to allowNew Caledonia, French
Polynesia and Wallis and Futuna
full voting rights in SPREP meet-
ings. The US could not allow its
territories to sign an international
treaty, so disallowing voting rights
for American Samoa, Northern
Mariana Islands, Guam and Palau.

Accommodations were eventu-
ally made by both countries, with
common ground reached in the early
hours of Wednesday, 16 June.

The Chair of the Plenipotentiary
Meeting, Hon. Misa Telefoni
Retzlaff (right), and SPREP's
Director, Dr Vili Fuavao, directing
proceedings during the first
morming.

(Photo: Apia Photo Mart)

It was agreed that decisions in
SPREP meetings were to be made
by consensus of the Parties,
recognising the "Pacific Way". Ter-
ritories would participate in dis-
cussions leading to consensus. Both
France and the US stated that they
would ensure and encourage their
territories to fully participate in
SPREP meetings, and supported
the conceptof consensus as the form
of decision-making for SPREP meet-
ings.

(From a press release from the -

Chair of the Plenipotentiary
Meeting, 16/6/93)

DD

I’I‘itle: 1994 Australia Prize

For Who? _
One to four people, for out-

Nominations to and information
from:

Australia Prize Secretariat

” s . A s : GPO Box 9839
One outstanding environ- standing achievement in science CANBERRA, ACT. 2601 -

mentalist from each of the and technology prometing hu- Australia

world's six continental regions, man welfare in Sustainable Land Fax:  (61-6) 276 2188

including the South Pacific. Management. " eBQ
Prize: US$ 60,000 per award. Prize: AU$ 25,000, plus a medal.
Nominations to and more informa- | Closing Date:
tion from: 31 July 1993

Duane Silverstein

Goldman Environmental Foundation

Fax: (1-415) 788 7890
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From the Director's Desk -

T alofa from Apia!

June 1993 will be noted in the
history of SPREP as a most suec-
cessful month. Firstly, the Govern-
ment of Vanuatu successfully
hosted a meeting organised by
SPREP for the island countries of
the Pacific and Indian Oceans to
formulate our contributions to the

Global Conference on Sustainable

Development of Small Islands De-
veloping States (GCSDSIDS). The
meeting attained ‘its objectives
through the usual "Pacific Way" -
by consensus. There is a report on
this meeting later in this issue. The
Global Conference is scheduled for
April 1994 in Barbados, West Indies.

We also received the first of the
National Environment National
Strategies NEMS) from the printer,
and started distribution to the par-
ticipating member countries. So
far, we have received the printed
NEMS for Solomon Islands, FSM
and RMI. The Cook Islands NEMS
and the Action Conservation Strat-
egy for Tonga are due by the end of
July.

Donors, such as ADB and the
NZ Government, are already using
project profiles from the NEMS ta
identify useful projects to fund in
these countries. We hope thatother
donors will follow their lead in ad-
dressing the specific environmen-

tal problems prioritised in the

This'issue of
Environment Newsletter
includes a reader survey.

Please take time to
complete the questions
and return the survey to
SPREP. '

This is your chance to

. comment on how effective
you think this publication
really is. '

NEMS of each country. SPREP is
also using these NEMS as the basis
for its annual work programme for
1994. -
On 14-16 June, the Government
of Western Samoa convened a Pleni-
potentiary Meeting in Apia to

finalise and sign the Agreement -

Establishing SPREP as an autono-
mous organisation. After two days
of long and difficult negotiations,
the terms of the Agreement were
adopted at 2:30 a.m. on Wednes-
day, 16 June 1993. Later that day,
thirteen countries signed both the
Agreement and the Final Act. The
list on page 1 of this Newsletter
shows who signed what. The Agree-
ment will come into force thirty
days after the tenth ratification is
received by the Depositary, the
Government of Western Samoa. We
are on a roll, so I urge member
governments place the instruments
of ratification with the Depositary
as soon as possible.

The signing of the Agreement
marks the "coming of age" for
SPREP as an independent and in-
terniationally-recognised regional
organisation. From the Secretariat,
fa'afetai tele to all the delegates
from our member governments for
the hard work and commitment
throughout the negotiation ses-
sions, and especially to Western
Samoa, the host country of SPREP
and the convenor of the Plenipoten-
tiary Meeting.

With the negotiation of the
Agreement completed, we all now
look forward to the Sixth IGM in
September for directions from you
on further developments for our
work programme, our financial sys-
tem and budget, our corporate plan,
corporate sponsorship and the new
premises for the Secretariat.

Finally, lét me’take this oppor-
tunity to thank you for your sup-
port and commitment to SPREP.
We have come a long way since
July 1991. We still have some way
to go in establishing and laying the
solid foundation for SPREP to
launch future activities as a "lean",
responsible, stable and effective
organisation. [ must admit, how-
ever, that the "light at the end of
the tunnel” looks a little brighter
each day. ;

I look forward to welcoming you
to the Intergovernmental Meeting
in September, as part of the SPREP -
family. We also look forward to
your further contributions to the
upcoming Global Conference in
Barbados in 1994,

Tofa soifua,

Vili A. Fuavao
Director

An important moment for SPREP -
delegates at the opening of the
Plenipotentiary Meeting .

Photo: SPREP
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Countdown to Barbados:

Work Starts for

Global Small Islands Conference

S mall island nations face unique

challenges as they strive for
economic development. Theirsmall
land areas limit the natural re-
sources that are often used to fuel
this development - rainforests, coral
reefs, mangroves, open ocean and
coastal areas.

These nations have small, fast
growing populations, though this
may be tempered in some countries
by migration to nearby developed
countries, as in Tonga and Western
Samoa. The dependence on devel-
opment along coastlines also makes
them very susceptible to natural
disasters such as cyclones and storm
surges, and man-made problems
such as poor planning and global
warming.

The unique environmental prob-
lems of the small island nations of
the world were highlighted last year
at the Earth Summit,especially
through the efforts of Pacific island
countries and organisations such

as AOSIS and SPREP. Through
pressure from these sources, a chap-
ter was added to Agenda 21, the
blueprint for environmentally
sound sustainable developmentinto
the next century. It was also rec-
ommended that a Global Confer-
ence on the Sustainable Develop-
ment of Small Island Developing
States (GCSDSIDS) be held in 1994,

With the approval of the Fifth
SPREP IGM in September 1992,
SPREP is co-ordinating prepara-
tions for the meeting in Barbados
in April 1994. Bilateral donors and
international agencies will be ap-
proached for financial assistance
for these preparations,

Australia has already assisted
by hosting an Expert Meeting in
Canberraon 3-7 May, to prepare an
agenda for a later regional meet-
ing. This Expert Meeting analysed
and discussed submissions from
various agencies. These were
synthesised into a series of papers

for the Regional Technical Meeting
for the Asia-Pacific, which was held
on 31 May-4 June 1993, in Port
Villa, Vanuatu (see below).

Other forums for comments and
sources  of information for
GCSDSIDS' preparations include
meetings of PIC/Development Part-
ners held on 19-23 April, SPOCC
on held 20 May, the South Pacific
Forum in August, and the SPREP
IGM in September.

The UN Preparatory Commit-
tee meetings (PrepComs) for the
GCSDSIDS will start soon. SPREP
will co-ordinate activities before,
during or after PrepComs and the
Global Conference, and so welcomes.
comments from interested parties,
government and non-government
organisations.

For more information and com-
ments, contact Gerald Miles, the
Sustainable Development Officer at
SPREP,

Regional Meeting Sets Pacific Agenda

for Global Conference

A chieving development that is

both economically and environ-
mentally sound is now a clear ob-
jective in the region following the
last South -Pacific Forum in
Honiara. It is also the concern of
the forthcoming Global Conference
on Sustainable Development in
Small Island Developing States
(GCSDSIDS) in Barbados, West
Indies, in April 1994.

Last year, the Earth Summit in
Rio began to address some of these
issues. The unique situation of the
small island states was also
recognised by the 150-plus govern-

ment leaders, as seen by the special
chapter inserted into Agenda 21,
which was signed by maost of these
leaders.

The South Pacific has mandated
SPREP to assist in achieving sus-
tainable development, and the Sec-
retariat has responded by starting
a number of regional projects to
fulfil this. This includes co-
ordinating the Pacific's participa-
tion in the Global Conference.

A Technical Meeting for the
Asian-Pacificc Region on the
GCSDSIDS convened in Port Vila,

Vanuatu, on 31 May-4 June, to ad-
dress these issues. Over 90 del-
egates from government, non-gov-
ernment regional and international
organisations from the Indian and
Pacific Oceans focused on the spe-
cial circumstances of sustainable
development in small island coun-
tries.

Governments agreed on a de-

| tailed action programme for islands

in these regions, aimed at subjects
as diverse as climate and sea-level

(cont’d on page 5)
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Meeting Updatés
Regional Turtle Programme

any marine turtle species are
endangered. Over fishing,
stray dogs on beaches and disturbed
nesting areas are some of the grow-
ing problems facing turtles world-
wide. The Pacific is no exception.

Turtles have a unique life cycle,
traveling vast distances between
nesting and feeding grounds
throughout the Pacific. They are
also an important part of the diets
and customs of many Pacific is-
landers. However, as females are
aged between 25 and 50 years when
they begin to lay eggs, over fishing
can be particularly devastating on
turtle populations. This is a grow-
ing problem where human popula-
tions are growing rapidly, or where
turtles are fished commercially for
meat or turtle shell handicrafts.

It is initially through monitor-
ing and careful study that turtle
populations can be effectively man-
aged and conserved for these uses,
without decimating populations. As
turtles move freely around the re-
gion, any national efforts to study
these animals must be co-ordinated.

SPREP recognised this by
initiating the Regional Ma-

rine Turtle Conservation
Programme in 1990 to co-ordi-
nate projects in the region, with
initial funding from the Austra-
lian and Canadian governments,

The South Pacific Regional Ma-
rine  Turtle Conservation
Programme helps fisheries and con-
servation agencies in the 22island
countries of the SPREP region to
protect these unique and valuable
creatures,

The Third Meeting of the Turtle
Programme, in Apia on 9-11 June,
looked at a number of issues. These
include conservation work such as
protecting nesting areas, tagging
and monitoring populations, public
awareness about turtles, training
and research, and a review of inter-
national and national legislation
protecting turtles. Countries par-
ticipating in the Programme include
Fiji, French Polynesia, FSM (Yap
State), Marshall Islands, New
Caledonia, Palau, Papua New
Guinea, Solomon Islands. and

Vanuatu. Seven other countries
also attended: American Samoa,
FSM (Pohnpei), Kiribati, Tonga,
Tokelau, Tuvalu and Western Sa-
moa. :

An associated meeting immedi-
ately followed on the Regional Ma-
rine Mammals Conservation
Programme, also co-ordinated by
SPREP. This meeting discussed
why .whales dolphins and the en-
dangered dugong are important,
where they are located, and what is
happening to them. It then re-
viewed a Marine Mammal Conser-
vation Strategy.

A meeting report will soon be
available from SPREP. Contact
Adrienne Farago, Biodiversity Of-
ficer, for more details,

DOS

Regional Meeting Sets
Pacific Agenda

{cont'd from page 4)

change and improving prepared-
ness for natural and environmen-
tal disasters; managing wastes; con-
serving coastal, marine, freshwa-
ter, land, energy, tourism and
biodiversity resources; building up
national and regional capabilities
to manage the environment and
development; and developing effec-
tive-environmental legislation.
Commitment will be the key. to
- carrying out this action programme.
Pacific island leaders made com-
mitments at the Earth Summit to
better integrate environment and

development when making their
decisions. This meeting recognised
that to do this, there should be
better links between environment
programmes and national budgets,
integrated plans for environmental
management in development pro-
cess, more consultation between
national and relevant local govern-
ments, communities and non-gov-
ernment organisations, and more
integration of traditional knowl-
edge, culture and values into sus-
tainable development decisions.

The meeting also called for stron-
ger regional organisations to im-
prove co-ordination and to contrib-
ute to and encourage sustainable
development.

Delegates made a call interna-
tionally for better access to finances,
technology and information that fit-

ted the priorities of national island
governments, their regional
organisations, and relevant inter-
national agencies, and better co-
ordination between the United Na-
tions system and regional and sub-
regional island organisations.

The results of this meeting will
be discussed at the UN's Second
Preparatory Committee meeting in
New York in August, along side
similar contributions from regional
meetings of Caribbean, Atlantic and
Mediterranean islands nations. A
common action programme will then
go to the GCSDSIDS.

The meeting was made possible
with the generous support of the
Australian and Vanuatu Govern-

ments, UNDP and UNEP.

BBY
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Rhetoric and Reality:
Strengthening Environmental Institutions
in Pacific Island countries

David Sheppard

This is Part 2 of this series on
institutional strengthening.- Part 1, in
Environment News 32, explored the
definitions of institutional
strengthening, and what this term
really means. David Sheppard was
the RETA Team Leaderwith SPREP,
organising the development of NEMS
in five member countries. He is now
with IUCN-Switzerland as the Head
ofthe IUCN's Protected Areas Project.

Institutional Strengthening
in the Pacific -
.the Rhetoric
The Earth Summit in Rioin 1992
was attended by the Heads of State

and political leaders of a number of
Pacific countries, with many strong

Become a

Turtle Spotter!
SPREP's Regional Marine

runs an extensive tagging project
throughout the region. These tags
are important in learning more
about how and where the various
turtle species feed, breed and mi-
grate. This data is vital for devel-
oping an effective regional con-
servation programme.

If you find or catch a tagged
turtle, write down the tag details,
the species and the location. Send
this information to SPREP, PO
Box 240, APIA, Western Sa-
moa, or tell your local fisheries
officer. Your information adds to
the understanding of how to look
after the turtles for their and our
future. If you release the turtle,
you are also doing your part to
conserve this unique animal so
your children will appreciate it.

Turtle Conservation Programme-

and significant statements made
by these leaders on the subject of
institutional strengthening in the
Pacific.

The South Pacific Forum, after
their annual meeting in Honiara in
1992, alse issued a communiqué
strongly emphasising the impor-
tance of environmental protection

and sustainable development for the -

continued livelihood of Pacific is-
landers,

-Many countriesare now actively
involved in developing their NEMS,
which will be endorsed by national
Cabinets. Much has also been said
in these and the accompanying
State of the Environment Reports
on the need to strengthen environ-
mental institutions,

Institutional Strengthening
in the Pacific -
the Reality

These statements above suggest
that the environment is now more
important in Pacific countries, and
that it is moving to the centre stage
of political agendas, However, it is
interesting to see reality in the light
of this rhetoric. We can do this
using the previously-mentioned
“keys of effectiveness” for environ-
mental institutions (see Environ-
ment Newsletter 32).

For political support, most Pa-
cific countries have established
Environment Units or the equiva-
lent. These agencies are often small,
with a limited number of dedicated,
professional staff. Most environ-
mental agencies are subordinate to
other bodies, such as Ministries of
Natural Resources. So they rarely
have direct access to the respon-
sible Minister's "ear".

For partnership, environmental
agencies are clearly beginning to
work more effectively with other

government agencies in many Pa-
cific Island countries. The high
level NEMS Task Teams oversee
the development of the NEMS,
bringing together senior represen-
tatives from a range of government
and non-government agencies, in-
cluding environment, to identify the
most appropriate responses to na-
tional environmental issues. -

The staffing and funding of en-
vironmental agencies is still a con-
straining factor. However, several
environmental agencies in Pacific
countries are developing the
"eramped office syndrome”, reflect-
ing the growth of resources to the
environmental area. This has usu-
ally come from external sources
such as donor agencies, rather than
commitments from national govern-
ments. A notable exception to this
was the recent allocation of rela-
tively large funding in FSM (US$
100,000) to strengthen the national
environment unit, with additional
funding from the ADB. The Cook
Islands Conservation Service has
also recently been strengthened. |

It fair to say, however, that a lag
exists between the rhetoric and the
reality. This lag is understandable,
and it should be noted that changes
ar occurring, as seen in FSM and
thie Cook Islands.

This trend of increased institu-
tional strengthening will continue.
In fact, it may even accelerate, due
to the: '

O magnitude of the environmen-
tal problems facing Pacific Is-
land countries which require an
effective response now. The con-
sequences of inaction are becom-
ing more obvious, such as the -
decline of inshore fisheries in
many places, and could be disas-
trous for Pacific Island econo-
mies. -Establishing effective na-
tional and regional environmen-

(cont'd on page 7)
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— Funding

Title: Perez-Guerrero Trust Fund
(PGTF) for Economic and Tech-
nical Co-operation Among De-
veloping Countries.

Goal: To support economic and
technical co-operation to achieve
collective self-reliance for devel-
oping countries, according to
their own priorities.

Who for? Government, regional and
non-government organisations.

Objective: 'Toprovide seed money
for financing pre-investment
studies and implement projects.

What for? Subregional or regional
projects in and between member
countries of the UN's G717.

Endorsement: Projects must be
endorsed by host governments
or governing bodies of govern-
ments as applicable.

Deadline: 31 March each year.

For more information, contact:

PGTF Co-ordinator

¢/- Office of G77

PO Box 20

NEW YORK,-NY 10017
United States of America

Fax: (1-212) 7568 7850
: HHS

Rhetoric and Reality:

Strengthening Environmental Institutions
in Pacific Island countries

(cont'd from page 6)

tal agencies is a key element for
an appropriate response to this
1s5ue.

O donor agencies such as the World
Bank being more involved in en-
vironmental management, with
more emphasis on linking finan-
cial assistance toenvironmental
performance. This is likely to
influence the approach of Pa-
cific countries to environmental
management,

Where to from hére?

If institutional strengthening
accelerates as suggested, then it is
essential that it occurs properly.
Institutional strengthening should
be systematic, along these broad
lines:

QO It is important to improve insti-
tutional arrangements as rec-
ommended in NEMS. Each
NEMS strongly emphasises in-
stitutional strengthening, and
recommends relevant ap-
proaches for each country. These
recommendations establish the
blueprint for future action;

Q Each country should establish a
central government agency re-
sponsible for environmental
management. This agency

should be "lean and effective”,
with the ability to influence key
government decisions in envi-
ronmental management. This
agency would have a clear role
to co-ordinate activities and
programmes between govern-
ment and non-government agen-
cies in environmental manage-
ment; .

Q Other agencies in Pacific Island
countries, such as forestry, ma-
rine resources, agriculture and
tourism bodies, should be en-
couraged to increase their level
of environmental involvement
and expertise. Environmental
management should not be
viewed as the domain of any one
agency - it should be routine
business for each agency;

O Each Pacific Island country
should establish a high level body
aiming to integrate environmen-
tal issues with economic deci-
sion making. The existing Na-
tional Task Teams have fulfilled
this important role in the Pacific

. countries to date, and it is vital
that they continue to do so.

Ed.: The views expressed here are
not necessarily those of SPREP, the
Director or the Editor.

HO®

Environmental news briefs'from
around the region and tha wodd

Cooks M,l_m_,ster' Urge_g;- :

Clear EIA Strategies

Cook Islands Conservation Min-
ister, Vaine Tairea, urged co-op-
eration from all mvo_l_v_gd n pre-i !
serving the environment and in
developing the country, for the goodj
of all Cook Islanders.

Mr Tairea was.openmg a week
long seminar for senior government,

officials, government planners and
managera that concentrated on
improving the use of envu'onmen*__

 tal impact assessment. "(It) is one
of many stones that we have to take"':
to achieve sustainable economic
-growth", he said, as "we, today, are

merely caretakers of the land and
our environment for our cluldren
and our chﬂdren s children.”

(Frorn cl News 20!4!1993 p1)

GuamEPA Celehrates 20

Guam EPA celebrated 1ta 20th an-

niversary on a positive note. Fred
Castro, Administrator of Guam-

'EPA, said that "Guam is blessed
‘with a clean anronment bounu-
fulin resources”. o

"However, sohd wasto remams
a top priority, with the current sys-
tem needing upgradmg and, even-
tually, replacement,” Mr Castro
said. i

Education for youth was another
important area. "One of the most
important things n the long-term is
to groom our younger generation.
Through an effective outreach
program,we need to provide the
younger generation with an eco-
logical ethic," said Mr Castro.

(From Pacific Daily News
Supplement, 5/4/93)

{cont'd on page 8)
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(cont'd from page 7)

Australia Pushes for
Strong UN Action
on Fisheries

Australia is pushing for strong
action to conserve deep water fish-
eries at a major UN meeting in July
1993 on straddling and migratory
fish stocks. Better surveillance and
enforcement are touted as part of
this vital action.

(From Australia-South Pacific

Newsletter, p5)

Forum Sec.
Congratulates Japan on
Environmental Lead

Japan received a boost recently
from the Secretary-General of the
Forum Secretariat, Ieremaia Tabai,
forits environmental management.
He particularly welcomed Japan's
recent initiatives with SPREP in
developing proposals adapting tech-
nologies in coastal engineering,
freshwater reticulation, sewerage,
public health, pollution monitoring,
waste management and other ar-
eas.

(From Pacific Report, 6:5)

FSM and Greenpeace
Pilot New Waste Systems
International NGO, Greenpeace,
is co-operating with Yap and Kosrae
States (FSM) to prove the viability
of biological systems that process
human waste without using water.
These states are sites for experi-
mental biological toilets that use
commercial technology and are built
from local materials. If proven suc-
cessful, these will be particularly
useful for communities already
struggling to conserve their limited
water supplies, especially on atolls.

(From Isle Watch, no. 3, p1)

(cont'd on page 9)

GEF Provides
US$10 million for
Biodiversity Programme

PREP and UNDP signed the

project document for the South
Pacific Biodiversity Conservation
Programme (SPBCP) in Suvaon 21
April. This signalled approval to
start the full-scale phase of this 5-
year, US$ 10 million project for the
South Pacific region. Pacific Island
governments and NGOs helped de-
termine the needs and the approach
during an extensive preparatory
phase under SPREP's leadership.

The SPBCP will be implemented
by SPREP- and its member coun-
tries, with funds provided by the
Global Environment Facility (GEF),
which is a joint effort of the World
Bank, UNDP and UNEP, UNDP
will administer this project on be-
half of the other GEF partners.

All SPREP's 22 member coun-
tries will benefit. However, there
will be emphasis in 14 states: Cook
Islands, FSM, Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru,
Niue, Palau, RMI, Solomon Islands,
Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu
and Western Samoa.

The SPBCP aims topreserve the .

region's biological diversity, ben-
efiting the peoples of the region and
the world, for now and the future.
It aims to ensure the continued
viability of the full range of ecosys-
tem types and species, especially
those of regional and global con-
cern. The Programme hopes to
achieve this by establishing and
managing a series of in -country

Conservation Areas. These are de-
fined as "large, diverse areas which
contain important features for the
conservation of the biological di-
versity of the region or country,
and in which there are agreed cri-
teria for development based on long-
term ecological sustainability”.

At the signing of the project
document, SPREP's Director; Dr.
Vili Fuavao, said that: "for most
Pacific Island societies, biodiversity

| isacapital inheritance, maintained

or even enhanced by past genera-
tions, and passed on to the present
and future generations of island-
ers. It is a capital resource needed
for maintaining and developing
Pacific.societies. It is the basis for
ecological, cultural, traditional sub-
sistence affluence and in fact the
economic survival of the Pacific is-
lands in the modern world. Hence,
whilst the primary goal of the
SPBCP is the conservation of
biodiversity, it is not driven by just
the desire to protect uniqueness, or
for scientific importance or re-
search, or for other technical dis-
coveries that can be used commer-
cially. A major focus of the
Programme will be the: improve-
ment of the economic and social
well-being of local communities
through sustainable development".

‘Mr. Herbert Behrstock of the

UNDP Regional Bureau for Asia

(cont'd on page 9)

The Rock Islands
of Palau.

(Photo: SPREP)
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Newsletter Survey

SPRERP is a clearinghouse for environmental information in the South Pacific region. The quarterly
Environment Newsletter is a major tool for relaying this information to users of SPREP's information.

The Newsletter is distributed widely in the region and internationally. It aims to service the needs of decision-
makers, administrators and technical personnel in government agencies, institutions, teachers, non-
governmental organisations and interested individuals in SPREP's 26 island and metropolitan members
countrics and administrations, and international agencies, donors and interested people around the world.

The Newsletter secks 1o gencrate interest and discussion on important regional and global environmental and
sustainable development issues within the region, especially in those that are within the scope of SPREP's
Action Plan. It encourages information to be submitted from the region, so that the Newsletter could become a
forum for opinion and debate on these issucs.

SPREP is continually assessing its programmes and their effectiveness. This survey is part of this assessment.
Plcase take time to complete the form, and return it as soon as possible. Use this survey 1o offer constructive
criticisms and praisc as nceded. These are important if the Newsletter is to be improved and to better service
your needs. The results will be published in a future issue of the Enviromment Newsletter.

I thank you for taking the time 1o complete the form,

Yours sincercly,

Dr Vili Fuavao
Dircctor. SPREP

Complele the survey by ticking the O of your choice below each question. or by completing the space provided.

Section A: General Comments Section B:  Personal Comments

Afier reading the comments above. | believe that the I believe that the Environment Newsletter assists me

Enviromnent Newsletter achicves its aims 10; by:

1. service the needs of its readers 6. giving me uscful information on SPREP's
Agree O Disagree O Unsure O activities in the region.

Agrce 0  Disagree O  Unsure O
give usclul environmental information to its

readers, 7. giving uscful information to help me do my job.

Agree 0 Disagree 0 Unsure 71 Agree 0  Disagree O Unsure O
encourage readers o write articles for the ¥  giving me timely information on SPREP's
Newsletier. activities in the region.

Agree O  Disagree O  Unsure 0O Agree O Disagree O Unsure O
diSC_USS important regional issucs on 9. providing uscful information to others at my
environment and development, place of work.

Agree O Disagree 00 Unsure O Agree O  Disagree O  Unsure O
discuss important global issucs on environment 10, showing me examples of what others are doing in

and development. the region.

Agree O  Disagree O Unsure O Agrec 00 Disagrec 00 Unsure [J



Section C:  Comments on Feature Stories Section E:  Comments on the Newsletter's

appearance:
11. I find the articles on successes in other Pacific
Island countries very interesting. 24. 1 like the overall appearance of the Newsletfer.
Agree 00  Disagree O  Unsure O Agree O  Disagree O Unsure O
12, 1 find the articles on problems in other Pacific 25. The Newsletter should have more photos in it.
Island countries very interesting, Agree O  Disagree O Unsure O

Agree 0 Disagree O Unsure O
26. The Newsletter should have more pictures in it.

13. I think there should be more articles on what Agree O  Disagree O Unsure O
others are doing about their country's
environmental problems. 27. The type is casy to rcad.
Agree O  Disagree O Unsure O Agree 0 Disagree O  Unsure O
14, 1 think there should be more articles on SPREP 28. It is casy to find the articles 1 want to read.
programmes that address the region's Agree O  Disagree O Unsure O
environmental problems.
Agree O  Disagrce O  Unsure O 29. The articles are written in an easy-lo-read style.

Agree 0 Disagree O Unsure O3
15. I think there should be more articles on what

other international organisations are doing about Section F: Something about Myself:
the region's environmental problems. (Please tick one box for each comment.)
Agrece O  Disagree 0  Unsure O
30. lam a:
Section D:  Comments on Regular Sections 0 political decision-maker
O administrator
[ find the following regular scctions in the Newsletrer 0 technical person
interesting and useful: O teacher
0O consultant
16. From the Director's Desk O other ( )

Agree 0  Disagree 0  Unsure O
31. Tam employed by a:

government environment agency
cducation ministry
other government agency or department.

18. Environment Book Review non-government organisation

17, EnviroNcws =
0
a
a
Agree 0 Disagree 0 Unsure 0O g local community group
a
a
[

Agree 00 Disagree O Unsure O

private business firm

Pacific regional organisation
international agency

other (

19, Conferences and Training Announcements
Agree O Disagree O Unsure O

20 Funding Announcements

Agree O Disagree 0 Unsure 0 32 1 reside ina country thal is ;
00 a SPREP Pacific Island member.
21 Mectings '93 00 a SPREP metropolitan member.
Agree 00 Disagree 01 Unsure 1 8 not a member of SPREP.
92 Acronviis This survey 1s only a beginning in the further
A:grcc 0  Disagree O Unsure 0 development of the Environment Newsletter. Please

attach further comments on a sheet of paper.

Pt
-

The Last Word
Agree O Disagree O Unsure O Send the completed survey to:

Att: Newsletter Survey Form

Information and Publications Officer

SPREP, PO Box 240

APLL, Western Samoa

Fax: (683) 20 231




First CNPPA Meeting
for South Pacific

T he TUCN convened its first

South Pacific regional meeting
for the Commission for National
Parks and Protected Areas
(CNPPA) in Apia, Western Samoa,
on 5-7 April 1993.

The meeting aimed to:

QO review and revise the Action
Strategy for Nature Conserva-
tion in the South Pacific, which
was first written in 1985 and
revised at the Fourth South Pa-
cific Conference on Nature Con-
servation and Protected Areas
in 1989; and,

Q prepare a project proposal for
protected areas in the region,
for potential funding by the EC
under the Lomé Convention's
European Development Fund.

The first drafts of these reports
will be ready for the Fifth South

* Pacific Conferenee on Nature Con-

servation and Protected Areas, to
be held in Tonga on 4-8 October
1993.

The steering committee prepar-
ing this report includes the Vice-
Chair for the CNPPA - Pacific Re-
gion, Muliagatele [osefatu Retifrom
SPREP, Wayne King from the Cook
Islands, Tamo Ila from PNG and
Henry Isa from Solomon Islands.
This committee will encourage and
support CNPPA activities in the
region, and co-operate with SPREP
in protected area matters, especially
with the South Pacific Biodiversity
Conservation Programme (SPBCP).

For more. information on these
activities for the Fifth South Pa-

| cific Conference, contact Muliaga-

tele losefatu Reti at SPREP.
BB

GEF Provides US$10 million for
Biodiversity Programme

{cont'd from page 8)

and the Pacific, New York, ap-
plauded the SPBCP as a highly
innovative initiative which is ex-
pected to achieve success and to
serve as a model for other GEF-
sponsored conservation efforts else-
where in the world. He explained
that the GEF was established to
assist developing countries address
pressing environmental concerns
such as global warming, pollution
control and loss of biodiversity.
These concerns are particularly
important to small islands in the
Pacific region, and so this region
has gained international signifi-
cance in protecting the global envi-
ronment.

Both SPREP and UNDP agreed
that whilst GEF assistance was cru-
cial to the protection of biodiversity
in the region, the success of na-
tional and regional efforts will de-
pend largely on the participation
and co-operation of Pacific Island

9

governments, and especially the
people and the local communities
who own the resources. Therefore,
the Programme has emphasised the
importance of local communities be-
ing part of the establishment, imple-
mentation and management of con-
servation areas supported by the
Programme. To do this, local Con-
servation Area Co-ordinating Com-
mittees, which will be largely re-
sponsible for implementing the
project, with representatives from

governments, NGOs and commu- k

nity groups.
(from Press Release from UNDP
Suva Office, Fiji, 21 March 1893).
PO

RMland Kmbatl recently rati-
fied the 1987 Montreal Protocol to
limit the use of substances that af-
fect the ozone layer. RMI has also
ratified the 1990 London Amend
ment.

(me OzonAwon no. 8

RMI EPA La.unehes o
New Newsletter
New national water quahty regu-
lations and the clean-up of Majuro
beaches are topics in the new Quar- :
terly Newsletter of RMI's Environ-
ment Protectaon Authonty. Thls

will focus on how th_e d
the environment aff
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Updates on

Climate Change .

C limate change is a pressing con-

cern in the region. Scientific
experts and political leaders have
raised the issue at many meetings
in recent years.

Planners and decision makers
need relevant and up-to-date infor-
mation and predictions about cli-
mate and sea-level changes to make
sound long-term development deci-
sions, There are presently two
major climate change programmes
in the region aiming to provide this
information.

South Pacific Sea-Level and
Climate Monitoring Project

This AU$ 7 million project is an
initiative of the South Pacific Fo-
rum, funded by the Australian gov-
ernment through AIDAB, and man-
aged by the National Tidal Facility
(NTF) in Adelaide, Australia. The
first step is to set up a network of
highly-accurate sea level and cli-
mate monitoring stations through-
out the Western Pacific region.
These stations feed information via
normal telecommunications sys-
tems to NTF where the data is pro-
cessed and stored.

Shipping and installing the sta-
tions has been a difficult process
since it started late in 1992, This
task is now nearing completion,
with stations running in Cook Is-
lands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Is-
lands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and
Western Samoa. A station for
Nauru is to be installed in July,
while those in Papua New Guinea
and Solomon Islands are now being
negotiated.

The first station was installed at
Lautoka, Fiji, on the west coast of
the main island of Viti Levu, on 23
October 1992. This station hasbeen
collecting and transmitting data
successfully and regularly since
installation, even during and after
two recent cyclones (see box).

Training and information are
important components in this
project. To improve awareness
about the Project, NTF, SPREP and
AIDAB organised a training work-
shop held in Adelaide on 21-25 June
1993. The workshop targeted policy
planners, advisors and senior gov-
ernment officials, aiming to improve
basic understanding of sea-level and
climate change issues, as well as
the aims of the project.
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Computer screen
showing data
analysed from the
Lautoka, Fiji,
Monitoring Staion.

(Supplied by
NTF, Australia)

Steve Turner, of NTF, Australia,
checks the new monitoring station

in Apia Harbour, Western Samoa.
(Photo: SPREP)

TOGA and TOGA/COARE
Activities

Interactions between the atmo-
sphere and oceans have a major
mpact on global weather and cli-
mate. The Tropical Ocean Global
Atmosphere (TOGA) Project aimed
to improve understanding of these
interactions in the Pacific Ocean,
with 16 nations and over 700 scien-
tists involved.

Information was collected from
sensors on over 70 buoys strung
across the equator. One important
conclusion from results of experi-
ments was that understanding
these interactions was essential in
predicting El Nifio - Southern Oscill-
ation (ENSO) events: These events
are often involved in radical changes
in rainfall patterns, resulting in
droughts on land areas in the Cen-
tral and Western Pacific regions, as
seen in RMI in the late 1980s.

From November 1992, TOGA
conducted an intensive study of
ocean-atmosphere interactions, the
Coupled Ocean-Atmosphere Re-
sponse Experiment (TOGA-
COARE). This study was carried
outbetween latitudes 10°N and 10°S,
and Galapagos Is in the east and
Indonesia in the west. This area
has the warmest water in the world,
with intense atmospheric condi-
tions and high rainfall.

{cont’d on page 11}
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The full fury of Cyclones Joni
and Kina were recently recorded
by the National Tidal Facility
(NTF) in Adelaide, Australia,
while they happened!

With winds gusting to around
130 kph in both cyclones, the
NTF's sea level monitoring sta-
tion continued to transmit
changes in sea level and other
relevant weather data. During
the height of Joni, the sea level
rose over half a metre, the equiva-
lent of a spring tide. During Kina,

Two Cyclohes Fail to Silence Fiji
Monitoring Station

"We weren't sure if the station
would withstand the enormous
buffeting of a cyclone," said the
NTF's Director, Prof. Geoff
Lennon, "but it did, and it pro-
vided us with information which
will be very useful as a basis for
research, and ultimately of ben-
efit to Pacific islanders".

The Lautoka station was the
first station commissioned, in
October 1992, as part of the
AIDAB-funded South Pacific Sea
Level and Climate Monitoring

it rose by 0.4 metre. Project. @@g

Updates on Climate Change

{cont'd from page 10)

The activities of TOGA and
TOGA/COARE are almost com-
pleted, and scientists now await
the final reports. The South: Pacific
Sea Level and Climate Monitoring
Project will use this information to
help fine-tune its own work.

SPREP Activities

SPREP's own commitment to
addressing climate change issues
has also increased, with Mr Neville
Koop appointed as the new Meteo-
rology / Climatology Officer in April.

His position assists the Climate
Change Officer with technical as-
sistance and training for the re-
gion. He is currently organising a

‘regional meeting for senior meteo-
rological officers at Port Villa,
Vanuatu, on 19-21 September, ad-
dressing climate change issues and
regional responses.

For more information on these
activities, contact Dr Chalapan
Kaluwin, Climate Change Officer,
or Neville Koop at SPREP.

Ed.:- Neville comes from Darwin,
Australia, with awife and onechild.
He is no stranger to the Pacific,
with over two years at Nadi, Fiji,
with the Fiji Met. Service. Talofa,
Neuille! D@

mn

Neville Koop,
SPREP's new
Climatogy /
Meteorology
Officer.

Acronyms

ADB  Asian Development Bank

AIDAB Australian International
Development Assistance Bureau

AOSIS Alliance of Small Island States

CITES Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora

EC European Community

EIA = Environmental Impact Assessment
ESCAP Economic and Social Commission
: for Asia and the Pacific

EWC East West Center

FFA  Forum Fisheries Agency

FS Forum Secretariat

FSM Federated States of Micronesia

GEF Global Environment Facility

IGM  Intergovernmental Meeting

IMO International Maritime
Organisation )

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel for

Climate Change

IUCN World Conservation Union

NEMS National Environmental
Management Strategies

NGO Non-government Organisation

NZ New Zealand

PNG Papua New Guinea

RMI  Republic of the Marshall Islands

SOPAC South Pacific Applied Geoscience
Commission

Icont d frorn page. 9}

French Polynesm o
Declares New Reserves

French Polynesia recently cited

_the SPREP and Apia Conventions

in supporting the declaration of
nature reserves on Scilly and
Bellinghaus atolls near Mauputi.
These conventions came into force
in 1991, and have been ranﬁed by
France.

Tuvalu PM Warns G-7 of
Global Warming

Tuvalu's Prime Minister, Mr
Bikenibeu Paeniu has warned that
Tuvaluans face "eultural genocide”
if G7 nations fail to cut their carbon
dioxide emissions. "'Hé is in 'I‘o'kyo
resenting the vmws of sma]l 1sland
states.

The G-7 Summit agenda allo-
cates little time to discussing the-
"global environment”, and climate
change is not included. G-7 na-
tions, representing the seven most
industrialised countries in the
world, are responsﬂ:l""_for 40 per-
cent of all graenhouse gas" emis-
sions. -

(From Greenpeace NZ ”1_ July)
. ae®

SPREP South Pacific Regional
Environment Programme

UN  United Nations

UNCED United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development

(UN)

UNDP United Nations Davalopmnt
Programme (UN)

UNEP United Nations Environment
Programme (UN)

Unesco United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural
Organisation

USA  United States of America

USP  University of the South Pacific

WMO Waorld Meteorological Organisation

WWF World Wide Fund for Nature
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environment book review ...

environment book review ... environment book review ...

New SPREP
Publica_tions

SPREP has recently completed
a number of projects and reports,
resulting in a larger number of new
publications.

The vulnerability of Pacific is-
land countries to climate and sea
level change is the subject of four
new books in the SPREP Reports
“and Studies Series, with Prelimi-
nary Mission Reports for Western
~ Samoa (SRS 59), Tonga (SRS 58)

and Tokelau (SRS 61), and a de-
- tailed Study of Majuro Atoll, RMI
(SRS 60). The preliminary reports
presents the general concerns for
climate change in these countries,
and recommendations for future
studies. The more-detailed Majuro
study assesses this atoll's vulner-
ability to climate and sea level
changes, and provides recommen-
dations for response strategies. It
is also a useful case study for apply-
ing to other Pacific situations.

Studies on Ocean Processes and
Properties are now available in SRS
p6. The book details two studies,
headed by ORSTOM researchers,
with the results of research cruises
between Vanuatu and RMIin 1991.
These studies analysed physical and
chemical properties in these wa-
ters, and were part of a wider rang-
ing studies in the TOGA
programme. It includes a detailed
look at changes in water properties
due to this El Nino event. The
report is in French, and is also ab-
stracted in English.

The RETA/NEMS Project pro-
duced over 50 publications, with a
number now in print. One major
part of the project was the detailed
Reviews of Environmental Law in
each participating country: Cook
Islands, FSM, RMI, Solomon Is-
lands and Tonga. These are now
available from the respective
SPREP national focal points in
these countries, or from SPREP,

The central goal of the RETA/
NEMS Project was to produce Na-
tional Environmental Management
Strategies (or the equivalent) for
each participating country. These
are important, as they outline the
national priorities for sustainable
development in these countries, as
determined by a cross-sectoral Na-
tional Task Team and an exhaus-
tive and comprehensive review pro-
cess. These NEMS are now. avail-
able for FSM and Solomon Islands
from the SPREP national focal
points, and will be available in other
RETA Project countries soon. The
associated State of the Environment
reports for Cook Islands, RMI,
Solomon Islands and Tonga are also
available from these focal points.
SPREP also has copies of all the
NEMS publications.

For more details on these and
other SPREP publications, contact
the Director at SPREP,

-

Coastal Resources
and Systems of the
Pacific Basin

This volume contains the pa-
pers presented at the UNEP-spon-
sored Symposium on regional co-
opetation on environmental protec-
tion of the marine and coastal areas
of the Pacific Basin. This was
organised in association with the
XVII Pacific Science Conference in
Honolulu, Hawaii, USA, in 1991.

Papers in the volume focus on
climate change and sea-level rise,
marine pollution assessment and
control, integrated coastal zone
management, coastal ecosystem
monitoring and conserving marine
biological diversity. Education is-
sues and submissions for UNCED
are also included.

For copies, write to:

The Director
OCA/PAC
UNEP

PO Box 30 552
Nairobi :
Kenya, E, Africa.

The "Easy-to-Read"
Agenda 21

A plain-language version of
Agenda 21 and other Agreements
from last year's Earth Summit at
Rio is now available.

Agenda for Change, by Michael
Keating, states the blueprint for
the next century in simple terms,
with excellent use of graphics and
figures to illustrate important
points. This is a must for decision
makers, government officials,
NGOs, environmental- journalists
and schools who want to know what
Agenda 21 really means people in
the region.

For more information, write to:

Publications Section
Centre for Our Common Future
52, rue des Paquis

1201 GENEVA
Switzerland

SR

14

SPREP's Environment Newsletter



The full fury of Cyclones Joni
and Kina were recently recorded
by the National Tidal Facility
(NTF) in Adelaide, Australia,
while they happened!

With winds gusting to around
130 kph in both cyclones, the
NTF's sea level monitoring sta-
tion continued to transmit

relevant weather data. During
the height of Joni, the sea level
rose over half a metre, the equiva-
lent of a spring tide. During Kina,

Two Cyclones Fail to Silence Fiji
Monitoring Station

changes in sea level and other’

"We weren't sure if the station
would withstand the enormous
buffeting of a cyclone," said the
NTF's Director, Prof. Geoff
Lennon, "but it did, and it pro-
vided us with information which
will be very useful as a basis for
research, and ultimately of ben-
efit to Pacific islanders".

The Lautoka station was the
first station commissioned, in
October 1992, as part of the
AIDAB-funded South Pacific Sea
Level and Climate Monitoring

it rose by 0.4 metre. Project. DD

Updates on Climate Change

{cont'd from page 10)

The activities of TOGA and
TOGA/COARE are almost com-
pleted, and scientists now await
the final reports. The South. Pacific
Sea Level and Climate Monitoring
Project will use this information to
help fine-tune its own work.

SPREP Activities

SPREP's own commitment to
addressing climate change issues
has also increased, with Mr Neville
Koop appointed as the new Meteo-
rology / Climatology Officer in April.

His position assists the Climate
Change Officer with technical as-
sistance and training for the re-
gion. He is currently organising a

“regional meeting for senior meteo-
rological officers at Port Villa,
Vanuatu, on 19-21 September, ad-
dressing climate change issues and
regional responses.

For more information on these
activities, contact Dr Chalapan
Kaluwin, Climate Change Officer,
or Neville Koop at SPREP.

Ed.:- Neville comes from Darwin,
Australia, with a wife and one child.
He is no stranger to the Pacific,
with over two years at Nadi, Fiji,
with the Fiji Met. Service. Talofa,
Neville! OE®

Neville Koop,
SPREP's new
Climatogy /
Meteorology
Officer.

Acronyms

ADB  Asian Development Bank

AIDAB Australian International
Development Assistance Bureau

AOSIS Alliance of Small Island States

CITES Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora

EC European Community

EIA ° Environmental Impact Assessment

ESCAP Economic and Social Commission

F for Asia and the Pacific

EWC East West Center

FFA  Forum Fisheries Agency

FS Forum Secretariat

FSM  Federated States of Micronesia

GEF Global Environment Facility

IGM  Intergovernmental Meeting

IMO International Maritime
Organisation .

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel for

Climate Change

[UCN World Conservation Union

NEMS National Environmental
Management Strategies

NGO Non-government Organisation

NZ New Zealand :

PNG Papua New Guinea

RMI  Republic of the Marshall Islands

SOPAC South Pacific Applied Geoscience

Commission

-

_ (cont'd from paae 91

French Polynesxa

Declares New Reserves
French Polynesia recently uted

_the SPREP and Apia Conventions

in supporting the declaration of*
nature reserves on Scilly and
Bellinghaus atolls near Mauputi.
These conventions came into force
in 1991, and have been ratified by
France. e

Tuvalu PM Wams G-7 of
Global Warming

Tuvalu's Prime Mmlster Mr
Bikenibeu Paeniu has warned that
Tuvaluans face "cultural genocide"
if G7 nations fail to cut their carbon
dioxide emissions. He is in Tokyo
ahead of the July G-7 Summit, rep-
reaentmg the vmws oI small 1sland

cates httle time to dwcussmg the-
"global envxronment“,_ and climate
change is not included. G-7 na-
tions, representing the seven most
industrialised countries in the
world, are responsible for 40 per-
cent of all .greenhouse gas emis-
sions. - '

(From Greenpeace NZ 1 July)
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SPREP South Pacific Regional
Environment Programme

UN  United Nations

UNCED United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development
(UN)

UNDP United Nations Devalcnpment

_ Programme (UN)

UNEP United Nations Environment
Programme (UN)

Uneseo United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural
Organisation

USA  United States of America

USP  University of the South Pacific

WMO World Meteorological Organisation

WWF World Wide Fund for Nature
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- First Regional
ICZM Meeting

ntegrated Coastal Zone Man-

agement (ICZM) is a multi-dis-
ciplinary technique providing an
integrated approach to managing
fragile coastlines. SPREP
recognises the advantage of this
_technique, seeking to adapt it to
work within the constraints of the
Pacific situation.

An initial meeting of a technical
group was held in Apia on 24-28
May to advise SPREP on how ICZM
may be used in the region. The
meeting aimed to develop the tech-
nical basis for a regional programme
on integrated coastal zone manage-
ment. The participants included
professionals representing a vari-
ety of disciplines, from SPREP mem-
ber governments, regional agencies
and an NGO,

The meeting began by discuss-
ing and arriving, by consensus, at
what integrated coastal zone man-
agement means in the Pacific con-
text. The meeting agreed on a de-
scription of the coastal zone, and a
statement of purpose, principles and
goals that should form the basis for
_any regional ICZM project. These
were agreed to by the meeting par-
ticipants, but do not necessarily rep-
resent SPREP's position.

They meeting agreed that the
"coastal zone is a region of indeter-
minate and variable width. It ex-
tends from and includes, the whally
marine (i.e. the sea-bed, the overly-
ing waters and their resources) to
the wholly terrestrial (i.e. beyond
the limits of marine incursion and
the reach of salt-spray). Linking
these two environments is the tidal
area which forms a transition be-
tween the land and the sea. This
coastal zone, so described, is
characterised by a steep ecological
and environmental gradient (from
the wholly marine to the wholly
terrestrial) and is consequently rich
and diverse in natural resources.
Because of this, the coastal zone is
the focus of subsistence and com-
mercial agriculture, fisheries activ-
ity and the location of intense eco-
nomic development and settlement.

"The environments of the land
and sea are strongly linked at the
coast. Events on land are reflected
in coastal waters while storm events
also have a substantial impact on
coastal lands and seas. The extent
and effect of such linkages varies
seasonally, year-by-year and in re-
sponse to occasional catastrophic
events. Superimposed on all this is
human activity.

Pacific Island
countries
need careful
coastal
planning -

for both their
environmental
and economic
well-being.

{Photo: SPREP)

"Managing coastal activities is
normally approached sector by sec-
tor (i.e. fisheries, agriculture) and
area by area, which is inappropri-
ate. Rarely is the coastal zone
viewed as an entity. The challenge
of Integrated Coastal Zone Man-
agement is to do this.

"ICZM aims to promote the:
sustainability of coastal areas and
resources for Pacific islands through
Integrated Coastal Zone Manage-
ment, by integrating all human ac-
tivities and natural processes that
affect coastal systems and
recognising that these do not con-
form to administrative boundaries.

"The principles of ICZM in the
Pacific are: :

O theneedsof present generations
must be met without compro-
mising the ability of future gen-
erations to meet their own needs;

Q equity in participation must be
promoted in sustainable devel-
opment;

Q adverse environmental impacts
of economic development must
be minimised;

O the precautionary principle must
be taken into account;

QO resource use and development
planning policies must integrate
environmental considerations
with economic and sectoral plan-
ning and policies; and,

Q international responsibilities in
the Pacific must be met.

"ICZM for the Pacific should:

O sustain natural systems by en-
suring sustainability of coastal
resources, protecting critical sys-
tems, and recognising the inter-
relationships between natural,
social, economic and cultural
systems;

{cont'd on page 13)
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First Regional
ICZM Meeting

(cont’d from page 12)

Q be determined by locally identi- *

fied needs and be appropriate to
local social, cultural, political and
economic systems;

QO balance local, provincial, re-
gional and national goals;

Q provide for economic and social
needs and aspirations of com-
munities;

QO encourage integrated coastal
management and strategies at
appropriate levels of decision-
making; and,

O Incorporate measures for capac-
ity building, including training
and education at all levels,
strengthening institutional ca-
pacity, improving information
and data bases, and improving
the exchange of information,
experience and expertise.

The meeting then considered

what components and sub-compo-’
nents should be included in an_

ICZM project. The six components
identified were:

Q approach development;
O urgent response projects;
O coastal hazards management;
‘O national ICZM programme de-
velopment;
Q public education; and,
O regional co-ordination.
SPREP will now use the infor-
mation and ideas from this techni-

‘cal group meeting to develop a draft
project document for review, espe-

cially by SPREP members. A final .

project document will be submitted

to donors later in the year.
HaS

Title: 20th Waigani Seminar:
Environment and Develop-
ment in PNG up to 2000 and
beyond

Where? Port Moresby, PNG
When?  22-27 August 1993
Goal: To stimulate the process of

developing PNG's own Agenda 21 -
the National Sustainable Develop-
ment Strategy (NSDS).

Objeclives:

1. Totranslate recommendations from
PNG's Post-UNCED Seminar into
active recommendations,

2. To develop a vision for sustainable
development for PNG.

3. To develop recommendations for
priorities and processes for the

NSDS.

4. To promote awareness and infor-
mation exchange between all levels
of society across all relevant areas.

For more information, contact:
Dr David Mowbray |

Chairman, 20th Waigani Seminar
Environmental Science

UPNG
PO Box 320
University, NCD
PNG
Fax: (675) 26 7187
Title: World Coast
Where? The Hague, The Netherlands
When?  1-5 November 1993
Goal: Tostimulate national and in-

térnational efforts in developing
ICZM plans for low-lying coastal
areas, accounting for sea-level and
climate change.

Objectives:

1. To exchange mformatmn and expe-
riences in assessing vulnerability
and in developing ICZM plans.

2. To develop common concepts, tech-
niques and tools for ICZM plans for
low-lying areas and small island
states.

3. Toassist coastal nations potantmﬂy
affected by climate change.

4. Tostimulate effective co-ordination
among national, regional and inter-
national organisations supporting
ICZM plans.

Conferences

For more information, contact:
Conference Organising Bureau ESC
PO Box 2139 :
2800 BG GOUDA
The Netherlands
Fax: (31-1820) 38 166

Title: Economic Growth witi:
Clean Production

Where? Melbourne, Australia
When?  7-10 February 1994
Goal: To provide a forum for ex-

amining economic growth accom--
panied by clean production.

Objectives: 'To realistically address
sustainable development in a clean
environment through:

minimising waste,
suitable technology,
conserving energy,
controlling pollutjon,
training and education,
recycling, and

NO oA W

. transfering technology.
F'or more information, conlact:
Conference Australia Ltd

GPO Box 1469N
MELBOURNE, Vie. 3001

Australia
Tel.: (61-3) 698 4210
‘Fax: (61-3) 699 4863
Title: © ,Tourism Ecodollars
Where? Mackay, North Queensland,
Australia
When?  11-15 April 1994
Goal: To promote progress with re-

sponsibility through environmen-
tally sound development and man-
agement in tourism.

Objectives:

To address current concerns in
modern tourism:

sustainable tourism profits,
environmental management,
modern waste technologies,

i

protecting pristine environments,
and -
5. agriculture vs tourism.
For more information, conlacl:
EMIAA
Cumbrae Stewart Building
University of Quéensland
St LUCIA, Qld. 4072
Australia

Fax: (617) 3654199 208
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environment book review ...

environment book review ... environment book review ...

New SPREP
Publica_tions

SPREP has recently completed
a number of projects and reports,
resulting in a larger number of new
publications.

The vulnerability of Pacific is-
land countries to climate and sea
level change is the subject of four
new books in the SPREP Reports
“and Studies Series, with Prelimi-

nary Mission Reports for Western
~ Samoa (SRS 59), Tonga (SRS 58)

and Tokelau (SRS 61), and a de-
- tailed Study of Majuro Atoll, RMI
(SRS 60). The preliminary reports
presents the general concerns for
climate change in these countries,
and recommendations for future
studies. The more-detailed Majuro
study assesses this atoll's vulner-
ability to climate and sea level
changes, and provides recommen-
dations for response strategies. It
is also a useful ease study for apply-
ing to other Pacific situations.

Studies on Ocean Processes and

Properties are now available in SRS
56. The book details.two studies,
headed by ORSTOM researchers,
with the results of research cruises
between Vanuatu and RMI in 1991.
These studies analysed physical and
chemical properties in these wa-
ters, and were part of a wider rang-
ing studies in the TOGA
programme. It includes a detailed
look at changes in water properties
due to this El Nifo event. The
report is in French, and is also ab-

-stracted in English.

SPREP's Environment Newsletter

The RETA/NEMS Project pro-
duced over 50 publications, with a
number now in print. One major
part of the project was the detailed
Reviews of Environmental Law in
each participating country: Cook
Islands, FSM, RMI, Solomon Is-
lands and Tonga. These are now
available from the respective
SPREP national focal points in
these countries, or from SPREP.

The central goal of the RETA/
NEMS Project was to produce Na-
tional Environmental Management
Strategies (or the equivalent) for
each participating country. These
are important, as they outline the
national priorities for sustainable
development in these countries, as
determined by a cross-sectoral Na-
tional Task Team and an exhaus-
tive and comprehensive review pro-
cess. These NEMS are now. avail-
able for FSM and Solomon Islands
from the SPREP national focal
points, and will be available in other
RETA Project countries soon. The
associated State of the Environment
reports for Cook Islands, RMI,
Solomon Islands and Tonga are also
available from these focal points.
SPREP also has copies of all the
NEMS publications.

For more details on these and

other SPREP publications, contact
the Director at SPREP.

-

Coastal Resources
and Systems of the
Pacific Basin

This volume contains the pa-
pers presented at the UNEP-spon-
sored Symposium on regional co-
operation on environmental protec-
tion of the marine and coastal areas
of the Pacific Basin. This was
organised in association with the
XV11 Pacific Science Conference in
Honolulu, Hawaii, USA, in 1991.

Papers in the volume focus on
climate change and sea-level rise,
marine pollution assessment and
control, integrated coastal zone
management, coastal ecosystem
monitoring and conserving marine
biological diversity. Education is-
sues and submissions for UNCED
are also included.

For copies, write to:

The Director
OCA/PAC
UNEP

PO Box 30 552
Nairobi

Kenya, E. Africa.

The "Easy-to-Read"
Agenda 21

A plain-language version of
Agenda 21 and other Agreements
from last year's Earth Summit at
Rio is now available.

Agenda for Change, by Michael
Keating, states the blueprint for
the next century in simple terms,
with excellent use of graphics and
figures to illustrate important
points. This is a must for decision
makers, government officials,
NGOs, environmental-journalists
and schools who want to know what
Agenda 21 really means people in
the region.

For more information, write to:

Publications Section

Centre for Our Common Future
52, rue des Paquis

1201 GENEVA

Switzerland

esdides
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Date
July
12 -16
12 - 16
27-29

August
2-13
3-6

4-5
10-11
12-13 .
16 - 27
20 - 27
24 - 28
27 - 2 Oct.

September

13- 24
22-24

24 -26

Oc.tober
s e
4-8

18 - 22
19-21
25-27

November
1-5

Meetings '93
Meeting

Towards Biodiversity and Conservation
Coastal Zone Management Workshop
National NEMS Seminar

2nd PrepComm for GCSDSIDS

Asian Pacific Workshop on Vulnerability Assessment of Sea Level
Rise and Coastal Zone Management

Pre-Forum Session

24th South Pacific Forum

6th Post-Forum Dialogue Partners Meeting

INC 8 - Climate Change Convention

International Symposium on Environmental Education

Global Forum on Environmental and Development Education
2nd World Congress on Tourism for the Environment

2nd Meeting of the Contracting Parties for the Apia Convention
2nd Meeting of the Contracting Parties for the SPREP Convention
6th SPREP Intergovernmental Meeting

INC 2 - Desertification Convention _

Third Meeting of Parties to the Vienna Convention

to Protect the Ozone Layer

Fifth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol that
Deplete the Ozone Layer

22nd SOPAC Annual Session

5th South Pacific Conference on Nature Conservation

and Protected Areas

19th CRGA

Regional Meteorological Directors Meeting

33rd South Pacific Conference _

Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol

"World Coast 93": International Conference on
Coastal Zone Management

Forum Officials Commiltee 1993 Work Programme
and Budget Session

January, 1994

18 -26

Apri!. 1994

19th Session of IUCN General Assembly

Global Conference on the Sustainable Development
of Small Island Developing Countries

Venue

Officer .

Brisbane, Australia
New Orleans, USA A. Smith

Tuvalu N. Wendt
New York G. Miles
Japan C. Kaluwin
Nauru Forum Sec,
Nauru® Forum Sec.
Nauru Forum Sec.

Geneva, Switzerland

Tsukuba, Japan
New Delhi, India
Venezula

tba
tba
tha

SPREP
SPREP
SPREP

; Ganava., Switz.

Bangkok

Bangkok

Nadi, Fiji
Nuku'alofa, Tonga A.Farago

Noumea

tha

N. Koop

Noumea

Nairobi

The Netherlands A. Srnith_‘

Suva

Buenos Aires, Argentina

Forum Sec.

Barbados, West Indies

Please note these Meetings are subject to changes without notice. tba = "o be advisec

Con ﬁrm dates and venues with the Director, S'PR_EP. Tant'ativq__x_hestingq;
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Welcome to this special issue of

Environment Newsletter, the
first since SPREP formally attained
its autonomy. The Agreement Es-
tablishing SPREP is now a reality,
and ratifications are in full swing.
We start this issue with a report on
the meeting that finalised this
Agreement, with comments also
"From the Director's Desk".

With the dust still settling from
the Earth Summit, SPREP is look-
ing to the next major global confer-
ence, one which will perhaps have
greater importance for the small
island nations of the Pacific - the
Global Conference on the Sustain-
able Development of Small Island
Developing States. To gain the most
benefit from this meeting, the Pa-
cific region's contributions and its
delegation will be co-ordinated by
SPREP and its Sustainable Devel-
opment Officer, Gerald Miles.

The Conference arose from the
special concerns shown at the Earth

The Last Word ...

Summit for the world's small island
states. An expert meeting was ini-
tially held in Australia to develop
an agenda for a Regional Technical
Meeting. The Technical Meeting
developed the contributions from
the Pacific and Indian Ocean states
for the forthcoming UN PrepCom
Meetings in New York. Read more
on these meetings inside this issue.

SPREP organised a number of
other regional meetings since
March, covering various areas of
the SPREP Action Plan: turtle con-
servation, coastal management,
biodiversity and climate change.
Reports from most of these meet-
ings are also inside.

We continue our regular col-
umns, with "Environment Book
Reviews" outlining some of the many
SPREP publications published in
recent months, including the NEMS
for some SPREP member countries.
"EnviroNews" gives a roundup of
environmental and related news

Jrom the Editor

from around the region and the
world, and "Funding", "Confer-
ences" and "Meetings '93" give you
more of the information you need
from Environment Newsletter.

Finally, as promised in the last
issue, find enclosed a reader survey
form. Thissurvey ispart of SPREP's
continuing efforts to improve ser-
vices to its clients, the people of the
Pacific region. You are urged to
complete and return this simple
form to SPREP as a means of giving
us your constructive criticisms and
suggestions. These are vital for
improving the content and the im-
pact of Environment Newsletter,
Results will be published in a later
issue, and useful advice will be acted
on. Thank you for taking the time
to complete this form.

Air Mail

Printed Matter

Ni sa moce,
Wesley Ward
The Editor HOH@
Stamp
I
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