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Meeti ng Report

Agenda Item1:
G ficial Qening

1 The Gficial s’ segnent of the Nnth S
Met i ng was convened i n NUku' al of a, K ngdomof
Tonga, from25 to 27 Novenber 1996. Rep-
resentatives of the foll owng countries and
territories attended: Aneri can Sanoa, Austraia,
@K | sl ands, Federated Sates of Mcronesia, Hiji,
Fance, Guam Kiribati, Nauru, NewCl edoni a,
New Zeal and, N ue, Papua New Qi nea, Sol onon
I sl ands, Tokdl au, Tonga, Twva u, Lhited Sates of
Anerica, Vanuatu, VHl|is and Futuna and Vst ern
Snoa. Ryresentatives of the ForumSretariat,
the Sout h Paci fi c Gonmissi on (SPQ and the
Lhi ted Nati ons Envi ronnent Progranme (UNEP)
attended as Advi sers. (bservers froma range of
regional, internati onal and non- gover nnent
organi sations were al so present. Alist of
participantsisatached as Anex 1

2 Thergresentaive o Astrdia asoutgoing
Cuairperson, cdledthenegtingtoarder adintro
duced the Reverend Or Kal apol i Paongo, who | ed
the Metinginprayer. The representative of
Austral i a wel coned del egat es, thanked t he
Gover nnent of Tonga and t hanked t he f or ner
P DOrector, O M1 Fuavao for his val uabl e
cotribution. Hedsothakedthe Secretaria for
its work on the revi sed SFREP Acti on H an and
wshedthe Metingwe | initsddiberaiaons.

3 Inofficidly openingthe Meting, the Hn
Fekaf anua, Nini ster of Lands, Survey and Natural
Resour ces of the Governnent of t he K ngdomof
Tonga, wel coned del egat es and enphasi sed t he
i nportance of theveork of the @ficiad s’ Meting.
Hewshedthe Metingwel | inits deliberations
whi ch he noted woul d cul minate i n a seri es of
reconmendat i ons for endor senent by t he ensui ng
Mnisterial Meetingto be heldon 27 to 28
Novenier 1996.

4 The Mini ster outlinedthe naj or environ
nental activities bei ng undertaken by the peopl e
and Qovernnent of the Kingdomof Tonga. He
outlinedtheinterrel ationshi p between Heal th,
Educati on, BEnvironnental Protecti on and Gon-

servationas vita conponents in a devel opnent
appr oach whi ch t akes i nt o account sust ai nabl e
devel gonent dg ectives. The Ninister d soautlined
the naj or issues to be addressed i ncl udi ng
discussionof thedraft “Action Hanfor Minagi ng
t he Envi ronnent of the South Paci fic Region
(1996-2000) " stressi ng the i nportance of B o
diversity, dinate Change, Environnental
Managenent, Vst e Managenent and Envi r on-
nental Education. He al so highlighted the
i nport ance of |inkages bet ween envi r onnent al
nanagenent and t he econoni ¢ ref or magenda of
theregion. The Minister wshed del egates vel | in
thar ddiberaios, stressingtheinportacetothe
regi on of bal ancing protecti on of the envi ronnent
W t h economi ¢ devel oprment and hoped t hat
del egates’ stay i n Tonga woul d enabl e t hemt o
experi ence sone of Tongal scutureand hospitdity.
The Nini ster’ s speechi s attached as Anex 2.

5 The representati ve of Vanuat u t hanked t he
Mni ster for hi s openi ng address and expressed hi s
interest inprogress bei ng nade by Tonga t ovar ds
bal anci ng envi ronnent and devel opnent. He
agreed wththeinport ance pl aced by the Mini ster
oncddiberatiosthat wll occr onthe ActionHan
and | ooked forvard t o a successful Meting.

6 The Acting Drector of SPREP, M Don
Sevat, thankedthe Hn. Mnister for hi s presence
andfor thered interest he hes d sp ayed i n SREP
activities. Hedsothakedthe Geir of theEgth
P Meeting for advi ce and assi stance to the
Secretariat over the past twel ve nont hs and
vel coned Mentver count ry del egat es, advi sers and
dserves.

7 The Acting Director referredtothe i npor-
tance of the Nnth SFREP Meeting as the | ead-up
tothefirst Mnisteria Meting convened since
adoptionof thecurrent SFREP ActionHanin 1991
andtheentry intoforce of the SFREP Agr eenent
in 1995 He outlined the nainissues to be
addressed at the N nt h SPREP Meeti ng whi ch
includedtherevisionof SR s ActionHanfor
1996-2000; gppai ntnent of anewDrectar, thefirst
for FREPIinits newy aut ononous rol e; Mnbers’
cotributionstothe Rinary Functi on Budget; and
aBemia Metingcyde.
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8 The Acting Orector referred alsoto a
nuniber of other significant natters, nanely the
Annual Vérk Programme and Budget ; proposal s
for addressi ng staffing i ssues; newacconmodét | on
for the Scretariat; streanhining of the Apiaand
SHREP Gonvent i on Meet i ng process; progress wth
i npl enent ati on of t he Barbados Progranme of
Action proposa s faor regiond support throughthe
Gobal BEwvironnent Fecility (GF); aproposal to
set up a regional branch of the Vrld
Met eor ol ogi cal O gani zation (VWD wthin
SR, and reviewof the Mnisterial Meting
Agenda. Special tribute was al so paid by the
Acting Drector totheforner Drector of SRR,
D Vli Revao, fa hsvaeydfectiverdeinkring g
the Secretariat toits present good position. The
Acting Drector’ s speechi s attached as Anex 3.

Agenda Item?2:
Appoi nt nent of Chair

9 The representati ve of the K ngdomaf Tonga,
M Tu a T. Tupou, was appoi nted as Chair,
noninat ed by the represent ati ve of Viést ern Sanoa
and seconded by the represent ati ve of France. The
representative of Véstern Sanoa t hanked t he
Gover nnent of the K ngdomof Tonga for hosting
the Nnth SSREP Meting. The Ghair of the Nnth
SR Meeti ng on behal f of the Meting, thanked
theoutgang Guir, Asstraia for its gudanceto
theScretaia intheperiadsincethel ast Meting

Agenda I tem3:

Adoption of Agenda and
Wor ki ng Procedures

0  The Agendawas adopted and i s att ached as
Anex 4. The worki ng hours of the Meting were
agreed as proposed by the Secretari a and an openr
ended Meeting Report Drafting Sub-
committee, Chaired by the Lhited Sates, was
estadishedtoassist wthpreparation o the draft
Meting Report, theletter fromthe Gair of the
Oficiads MeingtotheGar of the Mnisteria
Metingadthedraft Mnisteria Saenent. This
committee conprised the representatives of
Aerican Sanoa, Austraia, FHji, Federated Sates
of Mcronesia, France, Giam NewZeal and, Tonga,
Lhited Sates of Anerica, Vel |is and Fut una and
Vst er n Sanoa.

L The Meting al so agreed to reconvene the
Wor k Programme and Budget Sub-
conmttee and agreed that the Gair of this sub
conmttee berotated al phabetical ly at future
Meetings. The Vork Progranme and Budget Sub-
comittee, Guiredbythereresentative d Fance
conprised representatives of Australia, Hji,
Federated S ates of Mcronesia, Fance, New
Zed and, Tonga, United Sates of America, Vanuatu
and Vést er n Sanoa.

P TheMetingagreedthat aJoint Extraor-
dinary Meting of the Parties tothe Adiaand
SPREP onvent i ons be convened, during the
Oficids segnent of the Nnth SFREPMeting, in
accor dance w t h reconmendat i ons fromt he
V@rki ng Goup Meting of Partiestothe Gnven
tionshddinVéstern Sanoaduring Juy, 199%. It
vas al so agreed that a Meeting of the Advi sory
Gomittee on I npl enent ati on of the Bar bados
Programme of Action be convened during the
Ofidds Mging

Agenda I tem4:

Matters Arising fromBE ghth
SPREP Meeti ng

B The Secretariat reported oninpl enentati on
of natters arising fromthe B gnth SFREP Meeti ng
asatliredinthetad eatachedtothe Soretarid’s
vor ki ng paper and under ensui ng agenda i t ens.
The Metingnoted this report.

Agenda Item5:

Presentation of Annual Report
for 1995-96 and Acting
Drector’s Overvi ew

XU The Acting Drector tabl ed t he Annual
Report of SPREP covering the period 1 June 1995
to 31 My 1996. He al so present ed an overvi ewon
institutiona, pdicy, finance andvork progranne
devel opnent s i n SPREP duri ng 1995-96 t oget her
wthinformationon relationshipswth ot her
governnents, regional andinternati ona organi -
sations. Severd issuesreferredtoby the Acting
Drector werereported upon i n nore dept h under

Separ at e agenda i tens.




B TheActing Drector reported onthe nost
sigificat fetuwes o theyear far the Scretaria
suchas theentry into force of the Agreenent
Etabishngthe Suth ki fic Rg od Bvi rament
Progranme (t he SPREP Agreenent) in August,
1995, just over two years after it opened for
signature. Hestatedthat the SFREP Agreenent
serves as the cornerstone for the organi sati onand
creates alegal framework for SPREP as an
aut ononaus regi onal organi sati on.

B The departure of SR sfirst Drector, D
MIi FRuavao, after nore than six years as head of
theargansaionves avery sigificat feature It
brought toanend aneravhi chsawthetransition
of SPREP froma smal | programme wthinthe
South Paci fic Gnmassiontoits present aut ono-
nous status, aprocess i nwich Ir Fuavao vas a
principa drivingfarce

4 The Acting Drectar reported onthe process
whi ch had eval uat ed i npl enent ati on of the
1991-95 FRP Action Ranand resul ted ina draft
revised 19962000 ActionRantoquidethereg o' s
approach to ervi romnenta i ssues intothe Tverty-
first century. Therevised Action Hanwas the

subj ect of aseparate agendaitem

B Qbherimstituiod adpdicynatterswich
the Acting Drectar brought totheattentionaf the
Meet i ng i ncl uded t he Revi ew of Terns and
ondi tions of SRAC A gani sations, the out cone
of whi ch had been i npl enented inthe Scretari at
effective froml January 1996, progress wththe
newHeadquart ers proposd ; devel opnents rel ating
toproposal s for | ocationadf additiond progrannes
wthinthe Scretaria; adthelikdyinpect onthe
Scretaria of theconpletionof sixyears' service
by a nunber of seni or staff duri ng 1997.

0 Vark Rrogranme activi ti esincl uded The Year
of the Sea Turt! e canpai gn and pl anning for the
ensui ng Raci fic Year of the Gra Reef canpal gn;
conmuni ty i nvol venent i n conservation efforts
throughthe Suth Peci fic B od versity Gnservati on
Fogranme; institutional strengtheningactivities
through the Gypacity 21 Rrgj ect; envi ronnent al
assessnent, including Sate of Environnent
reporting; environnental education; coastal
nanecenant; | egdl activities; speci es comservati on
popul at i on and envi ronnent | i nkages; pol | ution
prevent i on and wast e nanagenent ; i nf ornation

technd ogy and anerenessraising. Inrelationto
Vark Programme activities, the Acting Drector
referredtothe recoomendationinthe draft Action
Fanto streanhi ne Programme Areas fromthe
present ninetofive, inorder toestablishnore
dexlypiaitiesfao reaiod adregod action

D Qoperativeactivitieswth other govern
nents andreg ondl andinternati onal organi sations
cont i nued t o be pursued and had borne ef fecti ve
odlaoraion Ativitiesind udedcd | dorati onwth
the Food and Agricul ture Organi zati on of the
Lhited Nations (FAQ to convene a South Raci fic
Vérkshop for Sal | sl and Devel oping S ates on
Sistai naldl e Devel gpnent inAgriculture, Forestry
and F sheries in Apia, April 1996; continued
Alviser staustothe Raci fi ¢/ Fhili ppi nes/ I ndonesi a
Gnstituency onthe G Gunci |, together wth
devel opnent of areg ond strategy for G2 support
and continued reporting to the UNGnmissi on on
st ai nabl e Devel opnent (CX); ajoint nissi on
wththe ForumSecretari a to Japan sponsored by
t he Sasakava Peace Foundati on and |inks wth
Japan t hrough Eco-Asi a; conti nued cal | aborati on
wththe Varl d Mteora ogi cal Qgani zati on and
suggest ed | ocati on w t hi n SPREP of a VMO Sub-
reg od Oficefar Asiaadthe Suth Vst Rific;
col | aborationwth the Austral i an and Ganadi an
gover nment s and UNESQO s | nt er nat i onal
Gceanogr aphi ¢ Gonmissi on (1D and the Verld
Gonservation Lhion's (IUN Mrine Protected
Areas Programme on Pacific input to the
Inerretiod Qrd Ref Intiaive(IR), asvdl
as cl ose cooperati on wth South Paci fic O gan-
isations Goordinati ng Coomittee (SPAO0) to
pronat e harnoni sationof regond activities.

pil Reporting on SREP s financia situation
dringthepest year, the Acting Drectar statedthet
| at e paynent and non- paynent of menber
contributions to SPREP conti nued t o hanper
effectiveing enentationof the Scretariat’ svark,
facdngit tocofrot cashflovpradens. Hecdled
upon t he Wrk Programre and Budget Sub-
conmitteetodiscussthisissue andreferredthe
Metingtoaconsultant’ s report conmissi oned by
the Secretariat on Rinary Boget A nanci ng | ssues
vhi ch woul d be di scussed under al at er agenda
item

2 TheActingDrector statedthat the Scre-
tariat cotinuedeffortstod versifyits fund ng
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sources adtharkedthetrad tiond donorsfar ther
substanti al and conti nui ng assi stance. These
i ncl uded t he Lhi ted Nati ons Devel oprent
Programme (LNCP), UNEP, Austral i an Agency for
International Devel opment (AusAlD, New
Zeal and Ci'ficial Devel opnent Assi stance

(N, &, Lhited Nations Fund for Pop-
ulation Activities (UNFPY), Lhited Nations

Eucationd, SientificadQliturd Qgani zation
(UNESQD, International Mritine gani zation
(IM), WWQ Commonweal th Fund for Techni cal
Assi stance (GFTQ, 1UN Verl d Wde Fund for
Nat ure (W¥), European Lhion (B), Canada,
France and the LBA The Secretariat had entered
intothefd | owng fund ng arrangenent s for P
ativitiesinl19n-%6

AusAl D USD 1,200,000
NZ ODA NzD 750,000
Japan USD 36,500
Tai var/ Republ i ¢ of Chi na UsSD 83,000
Dennar k uUSsD 83 000

Uivesityd GAifands
National Laboratory inLos

A anos, New Mexi co, USA USD 667, 000

B TheScretaria dsoinitiaedcotactswth
t he BEuropean Lhi on, the Asi an Devel opnent
Bank, Canada, the Gormonweal th Secretari at,
UNEP, FAQ WO | MD the Sasakawa Peace
Foundat i on and UNESCO, and devel oped
strategi es for approachi ng donors directly and
through SFREP s dbserver status at the Rost - Forum
Da ogue. The ActingDrector stated that P
isindebted oncenaretod | donors v ch conti nue
todspayther confidence by contributi ng a nost
D per cet of thetata amnua fund ng.

2 TheActingDrector outlined staff nove-
nentsduringtheyear adpaidtributetoa | SHP
staff for their professi ond i smand teamark.

A Therepresentative of the ok Islands
referred specificd lytothewsh, concurredby the
Meting fa theScretaria tocatinetheflexdde
and adapt abl e appr oach vhi ch characteri sed the
regional nature of SFREP s work and vhi ch d | ons
effectivecautryinu asvd | aspratticd fid dad
hands-ontranngactivities. TheMetingnatedthe

report and congratul ated the Secretariat onthe
qeityd therepot.

Agenda I tem6:

Pol i cy

Agenda Item®6. 1. Frequency of SPREP
Meet i ngs

B AtheSxthIRPMeting thepossihility
vas first rai sed of conveni ngthe SFREP Meting
a twoyearlyinevdsrahe thenanudly. Ths
was further discussed at the Seventh SPREP
Metingandagainat the Eghthwereit vas noted
thet nast imstituiod adpdicyissuesrdaingto
SFHEP s establ i shnent as an aut ononous or gani -
sationhad beenresd ved, nakingit appropriateto
revert tobiennia neetings as vas the case prior
t01990. A thet tinethe Metingnotedthe dovious
financial benefits for Mniers and tine benefits
for Verk Progranme i npl enent at i on.

Z  The B ghth SPREP Meeting (839V) agreed
thet, inrecogitiond thereedfa finacd rigour,
therevas still aneedtowork tovards abi enni a
neeting schedul e. The 83Vlagreed a so that the
Secretariat shoul d conti nue to provi de Viérk
Progranme and Budget reports to Menber
countries on an annual basi s and agreed that an
earlier proposal for athree-person Vrk
Programme and Budget Sub-committee whi ch
cou d neet innon-neeting years, berefl ected upon
and reconsi dered at the N nth SPREP Meet i ng
(9. Trepaetid reedfa adeyeed fledblity
intheyear 2000, giventhe possibility of anew
Drector taking up post inthat year, was al so
recogni sed by the 89V

B Intheinteri mperiod between t he 83Mland
the 99Vl the Scretariat refl ected onthei ssue ad
recei ved i nput fromMenber governnents. The
Secretariat submitted a revi sed schedul e for
bi enni a neeti ngs whi ch ai ned t o synchroni se the
vari ous tasks whi ch requi re neeti ng of SPREP
Menier s on atwo-yearly basi s, facilitate cost
savings and, at the sane tine, nainta nand even
i ncrease account abi ity t o SFREP Menfoer s.

A Therepresentative of Véstern Sanoa
d scussedtheinglications of thenewtinetad efor
the appoi ntnent of the Drector. This woul d not
dwvayscoincidewthaMnisteria Meting. The




Meet i ng agreed t hat t he SPREP Agr eenent
provi ded for appoi ntnent of the Drector at a
SPREP Meet i ng whet her or not Mnisters were
resat.

3  The Meeting endor sed t he proposal for
bi enni al SEP Meet i ngs and synchroni sati on of
associ at ed neeti ngs and revi evs i N accardance wth
thetableinAnex 5and agreed that the Rl es of
Rocedure far Appoi ntnent of Drector be revi sed
toreflect synchronisaiond the Drecta’ s termof
officewththe biennial SREP Meting schedul e.

Agenda Item6. 2: Locati on of Progranmmes

Agernda ltem6. 2 1: South Paci fic Forestry
Level opnent Pr ogr anme

Kk Curing the B ghth SPREP Meeting, the
representative of the Food and Agricul ture
Qganizationof the Lhited Nati ons (FA) reported
thet the Heads of Forestryinthe r 1995 neeti ng hed
unani nousl y agreed thet the South Reci fic Forestry
Devel opment Progranme (SPHCP) be rel ocated to
SPREP at the end of its existing phase.
Accordingly, inpreparationfor the Nnth SRR
Meting, the Secretariat circul ated virki ng pepers
provi di ng addi ti onal infornation and seeking a
deci si on on the proposal and condi ti ons under
whi ch such arel ocation coul d be nade. Hwever,
intheinterimperiodtherewere further devel -
opnents regardingthe searchfor aregiona hone
for the P The decisiontol ocate the SFHP
W t hi n SPREP was rever sed by t he Heads of
Forestry MetinginPort Mla, Gtober 1996 in
favour of locationwthin SC

2 Inlight o these changed ci rcunstances, the
Scoretaria statedthat g venthe SRC s comint nent
tothe FHP, it wudbeinthebest interests of
theregionfor SFREPto continueto col | aborate
w th the SPFCP on areas of mutual benefit.
Accord ndy, the Secretariat sought the Meting s
agreenent towthdrawits origina paper andthe
Metingagreedtoits wthoraval .

Agenda I tem6. 2. 2: \WOub-regi onal dficefor
Asiaandthe South Vst Raci fic

3 During 1995, the Secretary Genera of the
\Vir| d Mt eorol ogi cal gani zat i on cor r esponded
wth SRR, proposi ng the estad i shnent of a sub-
reg od dficefa Asiaandthe Suh- Vst Rcific.
Thi s proposal fol | oned a deci sionof the Twel fth

Vigr| d Mteord og cal Gngresstoinvestigatethe
practicdities of suwchavetue inader tobetter
serve t he grow ng nunber of W/ nenber
coutriesinthe Pacificregon. The proposa for
an officeinVéstern Sanoa, physically | ocated
w thi n SPREP, recogni sed t he cl ose wor ki ng
rel ationshi p al ready establ i shed bet ween VWD
and SPREP t hrough work on @ i nat e Change.

3 Addtiona infornationwvas provi ded during
the 9SMoutlining further devel gpnents wththis
proposal . The proposal stated that the VWOsuUb-
regod dficevaddoperaeasanineyd part of
the WOScretariat andthat its focus woul d be
ontecmicd cooperationactivities. Initidly, oe
retiod prafessiod officer adasecretary vwod d
be recrui ted by WOwhi ch woul d bear their costs
together wthoperati ond runings costs. @ststo
SPREP woul d be mini nal and the benefit of
i ncreased cal | aborati on bet ween the two or gani -
sationsandtothereg on, vere cosi deradl e

S Fdlownginput fromthe representati ve of
New Zeal and, the Meeting agreed that the
Secretariat shod dcontinueits negatiationswth
WAQ providedthat theinplications for sucha
proposal are “budget neutrd” for the Scretariat.

Agenda Item®6. 3: SPREP Action Pl an

K] Fol | ow ng gui dance provi ded by t he 89V
and the Action A an V@rki ng G oup convened i n
Véstern Sanoa, fromlto 2 July 1996, adraft
ActionRanwas circul ated for conment t o nentoer
governnents, regi onal organi sati ons and non-
gover nnent or gani sati ons. Gonment s recei ved by
the Scretariat prior tond- Septenber 1996 were
incoporaedinoarevised AtionRanfa Mreg ng
t he BEnvi ronnent of the South Pacific Regi on
(1997-2000) vhi ch was submitted to the Meting
for endorsenent. Thetinefrane for the Action
M an had been changed f rom1996—-2000 t o
19972000 to keep it inlinewththe bienni a
SPREP Meeti ng schedul e, Additional comment s
recei ved af t er the devel opnent of the revi sed
ActionHanwveretabl ed for infornation of the
Meeting and for their deliberati on on howbest
these addi tional conments coul d be i ncor por at ed
inothedraft ActionHan

I Treddegated thelnited Sates of Awrica
tharked the Scretariat for vark onthe ActionHan
whi ch he stat ed provi ded a good franework. He
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wgedthe Metingtoensure, inworkingwththis
Action Pl an that perfornance neasures and
ogectivesberefined. Therexresetatives of New
Zed and and Australiathanked the Secretariat for
itsworkonrevisiono the ActionRan, thelatter
stressingtheinportance of interpretingthe Action
R antotake account of the coments by Hji that
the Ranneeds toaccout for thefact thet dfferet
peopdeaeat dfferent stagesrequiringd fferent
processes. The representati ve of N ue request ed
infornationonprovision, wthinthe Action Han,
o long-termtra ningassi stace far Mnier country
persomnel towni chthe Secretaria responded t hat
I ack of financial resources precl uded such
assistance at this stage, but that assistance vas
possi bl e for Menber country institutional
strengt heni ng under the New Zeal and- f unded
SPREP Qount ry Assi st ance schene. The rep-
resentative of Tuval u noted t he i nportance of
ensuri ng a degree of overl ap between activities
under the 19911995 Action H an wth t hose under
the new/Action H an.

B Therepresentative of NewZea and cal | ed
uponthe Secretariat toincludeinfuture S
Metings, provisionfor nener countriestoreport
on progress nade inthe i npl enent ati on of the
Action Pl an, draw ng on t he performance
idcaas. Trergresataivesd Astrdia Hji ad
Tuval u a so supported the proposal and request ed
the Meeting to take i nto account that sone
coutrieslackresorcesfor reporting Astrdia
suggested thereparts be bri ef and non-prescri pti ve.
Therepresentative of N ue suggested that these
reports cou dbelinkedinwth 3P s assi stance
under its current Sate of Ewironment (S
Reporting Project. The Meeti ng agreed t o anend
the Action R anby add ng areference to progress

reuts.

P The Meeting adopt ed t he revi sed Action
R anfor 1997-2000.

Agenda Item®6. 4: Revi ew of Agenda for
M ni sterial Meeting

4  The Meetingwas invitedto reviewthe
provi sional agendafor the Nlnisteria Metingto
be heldimmedi ately followng the Gficial s’
Meting Atentionwas dsodantothe proposa
by the Scretariat thet theQair of theGficids
Meet i ng submit tothe Ghair of the Mnisterial
Meingaleter covringdl itesontheNn sterid

Met i ng agenda, together wth any ot her busi ness
wichthe Oficid swshedtodrawtothe atention
o theNln sters.

4. The Mpeting endorsed the Agenda for the
Mnisteria Metingandcalleduponthe Dafting
Sib-coomtteetoprepare al etter fromthe Gair
of the Gficials’ Metingtothe Chair of the
Mnisteria Meting, notingtheinportance, as
raised by therepresentative of Visstern Sanea, of
thefact that the Mnisters only neet every four
years. It vas dsoagreedthat the Drafting Sub-
conmttee drawup adraft Mnisteriad Satenent.
The Mni sterial Metingagendais attached as
Anex 6, the Mnisteria Satenent, Anex 7 and
theletter fromthe Qair of theOGficids Meing
totheQuair of theMnisteriad Metingis attached
as Annex 8.

Agenda Item®6.5: Appoi ntnent of Director

L I'naccordance wth Ril e 3 of the Rl es of
Procedure for Appoi ntnent of Drector, the 83vi
appoi nted a Sel ection Advi sory Gmmittee to
overseetherecru tnent process for anewDrector
of SPREP. Recruitnent procedures i nvol ved
notificationof thepositionby Greu ar to P
National Focal Roints and adverti senet inawde
range of nati ond nevspapers, reg onal periadica s
aswve | asviathelnternet. Nonnati ons vere open
to national s of SPREP Menber Gover nnent s
vhich had ratified the SPREP Agreenent. The
closingdatefor aodicati ons vas 14 June 19%.

B  The Sl ection Advisory Cormittee (SAQ
conprising Australia (Gair), Hji, France, New
Zeal and, Tongaand Twva u, first net inSwva 23
August 1996 to drawup a short-11ist based on
consi deration of the appl i cants wth endor senent
o thar omcoutry. Andphebeticad short-list vas
drawn up cont ai ni ng four nonnnees: Gak | sl ands,
New Zeal and, Tuval u and Wstern Sanoa. The
short-list vas circu at edto Mniver Gover nnent s.
The SACnet agai n on 23 Noventoer 1996 i n Tonga
tointerviewshort-listed candi dates and nake
reconmendati ons tothe 99V The short-list had
by thi s tine been reduced t o nom nees of two
countries, ok |slands and NewZeal and, dueto
wthdrana by the nomnees of Tuval u and Véstern
Sanoa.

4 The Chair of the SACexpl ained to the
cl osed H enary Sessi on the procedure for the




interviewprocess and, inparticuar, higligted
discussiononqualities neededtodeal wththe
cha lenges facing SR Hestatedthat after the
i ntervi ewand d scussi on a consensus vas achi eved
infavour of recoomending M Tanarii Ferre
Tut angat a be submtted as t he reconmendat i on of
the SAC

&  The Meting di scussed whet her appol nt nent
of the Drectar needed t o be nade by the Nini sters
or wether the Gficial s’ Meting coul d endorse
and submt their reconmendati on. Del egat es
concl uded that, as the Mnisters wou d vant to be
invdvedinsuchadecision, the@ficids Meting
endor sed t he SACreconmendat i on and report and
submtted it for further endorsenent by the
Nin sters.

Agenda Item®6. 6: Sel ection Process for
D rector of SPREP

Vi3 Dringthecorse of thesd ectionprocess far
the Drector of >, the Sl ection Advi sory
Cnmit t ee becane avare that ¢l ear gui dance i s nat
providedinthe existing Ril es of Rocedure for
Ayartnet of Drectar, espedd|lyRIe6 SHection
Advi sory Committee Functions and Rul e 7:
SHectionQiteria Advi ce was t heref ore sought
fromthe Metingtoensurethat clearer guiddines
are provi ded for future Sel ecti on Advi sory
Cnmitt ees.

4  Shbstatid d scussionves udertakenof the
pontsrasedinthe Secretariat’ s vworki ng paper.
Del egat es recogni sed that there are a nunber of
issues, espedidlyinrd diontoretiod nomreti on
whi ch need t o be addressed. The Meeting
requested the Secretariat to devel op a nore
d aborate pgper autlinngoptions andtosuomt this
paper to the 109V

Agenda Item6.7: Staffing Policy -
Ext ensi ons of Appoi nt nent and
Primary Functi on Fundi ng

B  The Secretariat reconmended neasures to
assi st the Secretariat tonaintaininstitutiona
nenory and managernent experience during
1997-98 and to progressi vel y transfer fundi ng for
Heads of Dvisiontothe Arinary Function.

A  The Meeting was advi sed that the new
Drector, ontaki ng up post woul d be faced a nost
imed atel ywthhavingtorecruit rep acenants for

seved sena staf fdlovrgthecopletiond thar
curent terns. Theresut wou d neanthat nearly
al of SR s present nanagenent experi ence and
itsinstitutiona nenory woul d be gone by the end
of 197. Aswel, it vaspantedout that wththe
Dvisiod structure nowsati sfactarilyinpeacefa
two years, the Scretariat believedthe tine vas
appropriatetobeginnoving fundi ng for Heads of
Dvisiontothe Rinary Functioninp ece of existing
g ect Oficer positios curetly fuded fromthe
Rrinary Functi on budget .

B Qnsiderad ed scussionensuedrel atingto
thisnatter. Del egates acceptedthat it woul d be
hd pfu far therewDrectar tohavesoeflexdhlity
inrdaiontothetwn Heads of Dvi si onwose si x-
year terns woul d cone to an end i n February and
Aporil, respectively. Del egat es were concer ned,
however not toset aprecedent. It was further
poi nted out that any extensi ons shou d nat create
simlar problens inthe future, and that when
posside itisdesirddetha fuuwerecrutnet of
Heads of DO vision be staggered. 1t was proposed
that anextensionof 3to 6 nonths be consi dered
for thesepositios. Hwvever, dd egates agreedthat
rather than be prescriptive, the newDrector be
gvenaressoed edegree of discretioninad usting
thetinetad e for newappa nt nent s taki ng account
o the sense of the neeting.

83 The Meting:

i gprovedthetransfer of sa aries andather costs
for the Head of the Bwironnental Minagenent
and A anni ng O vi sion and the Head of the
Envi ronnent al Educati on, |nfornation and
ordinationDvisiontothe Rinary Functi on
budget when current extra budgetary fundi ng
runs ou;

i agreedtothetw and ahal f Project Gficer
posi tions currently funded fromthe Prinary
Functi on budget bei ng funded in future from
ext ra-budget ary sour ces,

. goprovedthetransfer of sd aries andaher costs
for the Head of the Gnservation of Natural
Resources Dvisionto the Prinary Function
budget folowngtheend of hisprgect funding
during 1998, and

. agreed that theterns of the Head of Bwiron
nental Minagenent and H anni ng and t he Head
of Enironnental Education, |nfornation and
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@ord nationcod dbe extended at the d scretion
of the newDrector, but shoul d ai mat not
exceed ng a period of si x nont hs.

Agenda Item6. 8: Api a and SPREP
Conventi ons

2  The Meeting adjourned tenporarily and
reconvened as aJoint Bxtraord nary Meting of the
Gontracting Parties to the Apia and SPREP
Gnventi ons to consi der reconmendat i ons of the
Joint Meting of the Vdrki ng Goups onthe Adia
and SPREP Gonventi ons hel d i n st er n Sanoa,
Ju'y 1996,

B  The Joint Extraord nary Meeting of the
Gontracting Parties to the Apia and SPREP
Qnvertions agreed that :

i future Gd nary Metings of the Partiestothe
Qnwvent i ons be convened as part of the biemial
P Meet i ngs;

. inlinewththe above, the Fourth Qdinary
Meting of the Parties be deferred from1997to
1998 and the rel evant Rul es of Procedure be
anended accordi ngly;

i travel and per di emcosts for participantsto
Metings of the Parties tothe Api a and SFREP
Gonventi ons be brought into linewth those
practices pertai ningtothe SFREP Meting; and

i a recommendat i on be put to the Mnisterial
Meet i ng to convene a Joint Henipotentiary
Meeti ng of the Api a and SPREP nventi ons
during their Meeting in order to approve
anendnent s to bot h Gnventi ons t o recogni se
SHRPasthe Scretariat.

Agenda Item?7:

Reports

Agenda Item7.1: Institutional

Agenda Item?7. 1. 1. Agreenent Establ i shing SFREP -
Satus Report

5 TheMetingnotedthe status of signatures
and ratifications/accessi ons tot he Agreenent
Establ i shing SR (“t he SPREP Agreenent”) ,
whi ch opened for si gnat ure on 16 June 1993 and
enteredintoforce on 30 August 1995, fol | ow ng
recei pt by the Depositary on 31 July 1995, of
mtificaiond thetethraificaion It vesnaed
thet todate 14 countries haveratified accededto
t he Agreenent .

B  The Meting urged those el i gi bl e nenber s
who had not yet signed and/or ratifiedthe STREP
Agreenent, to do so.

Agenda Item?7. 1. 2. NewHeadquarters

% The Master Plan for the new SPREP
Headquart ers was approved by the 69V The 79vi
athrissdthe Soraaia toinitesevenshort-listed
conpani es to partici pate i na desi gn conpeti on,
entries for wi chvere assessed by ani nvi ted panel
inJune 1995. The panel’ s reconmendati on of the
desi gn conpetition w nner, Gazzard Shel don
Achitects Ry Ltd, was approved by t he 83Mand
the architects were request ed t o conmence t he
process of detai | ed docunent ation and desi gn.

5  TheScretaiat infornedthe Meting of the
curent situati onconcerningthe proposd for anew
Headquarters building for P and invited M
Bruce Bowden of Gazzard Shel don Architects to
address the Meeting on progress wth detail ed
desi gn vor k.

B DH egat es sought addi tiondl infornati on and
daificaiond nai nterance adrum ngcosts. The
representati ve of NewZeal and entered a per sonal
reservation over the scope and scal e of the

proposal .

B The Metingthanked the Achitect for his
presentation and not ed progress wth the desi gn
[or 0oess.

@  Theregresentative of Viéstern Sanoara sed
theissue of fund ngfor the newHadquarters. He
suggest ed t he establ i shnent of atask force nade
up of the SPFREP Orector, nenters of the Vérk
P ogranme and Budget Sub-conmittee, as well as
nenfoer s wth representati onin Vst ern Sanoa.

6  Therepresentative of Australia supported
the proposal for atask force based i n Api a and
statedthat therevas aneed for the Headguarters
proposal to be scal ed downinorder to nake it
nore feasi bl e. Therepresentati ve of NewZea and
staedthat therevas aneedtodevd oparedistic
franevork for fundi ng.

& Inrelationto environnent assessnent the
representative of Vigstern Sanoa, supparted by the
representati ve of Aneri can Sanwa, requested a
prelimnary B Abe prepared for the proposed




SR Headquarters. The Acting Drect or assured
Od egatesthat HAWII bepart of the Headquarters

proposal .

@ TheMetingageedtoestadishataskforce
t o advance a nodi fi ed Headquart ers proposal .
Thevark of thetask force wou dincl ude i ssues of
functiondity, fund ng prospects and Bwvi romenta
I npect Assessnent (HA for the proposa . Thetask
forceistoconprisethe P Drectar, Gair of
the Vérk Progranme and Budget Sub- conmitt ee,
asvel |l as nenfbers wth representationinVestern
Soa TheMetinga soreg steredits goreciaion
toVestern Sasnoafor nakingtheland avail bl e to
SRR The Scretariat, onberd f of staff, thanked
the Meting for its agreenent to devel op atask
forcevhichwouldfacilitate efforts to provi de
i nproved worki ng condi tions for the Scretariat.

Agenda Item7.2: Work Progranmme Reports

Agenda ltem7. 2. 1: Qnservation of Natural
Resources D vi si on

6l TheSodaia tadeditsrepot onactivities
w thinthe Gnservation of Natural Resources
(R Dvisionnatingthat fourteen Gnservetion
Aea (@A prg ects have nowbeen establ i shed i n
devenpaticipatingcautriesd theSuh Rxific
B odi versity Gonservati on Progranme (SFBP).
Threepotentia CAsites have beenidentifiedin
twother coutries. Thisneansthat al eighe
countri es except one, have been covered by the
Pr ogr amme.

@ TeldbYex o theSaTutleasthe Rific
Islands’ first reg on-wde conservati on canpal gn
proved i gy successfu inra singanareness o the
need to conserve seaturtlesinthe region. The
Secretariat reportedthat inareviewof the
out cones of the canpai gn, gover nnents agreed
that futher urgent actionaineda enswringlong
termsurviva of turtle resources vas requ red

@  Further, the Secretariat reportedthat a
Regi onal Vet | ands Acti on H an had been endor sed
by al arge nunter of Pacific I sl and gover nnent s
and a R anni ng Meting for the 1997 Paci fi ¢ Year
of the Gral Reef canpai gn convened i n prepa-
raionfor thisnaj o udertaki ng

&  Therepresentative of NewZeal and wel -
coned t he ground breaki ng wor k bei ng done to

conserve bi ol ogi cal diversityinthereg onand
| ooked forward to commencenent of work in
rdaiontoinvasivespeciesintheregon Hedso
rai sed t he question of future fundi ng. The
representaivedf the Uited Saesnotedthet the
nuniber of Gonventi ons requi ri ng advi ce by the
Secretariat nay be overwhel ning.

@ TheScretariat highligitedtheinportance
d imoegeeaingativitiesfa theswstardality
of Gs. Regardingexterna funding, apaper on
fudngogtiosvesinpreparation. 1t isexpected
that this pgper wil idetifysutadeoptiosfor
fud ngbiod versity coservationinthefuue

® TheMetingthankedthe Secretariat forits
excel lent work on i npl enentati on of activities
under the Gonservation of Natural Resour ces
D vi sionand conpl i nented the Secretariat onthe

gdaityd itsregurt.

Agenda | tem?7. 2. 2: Bwi ronnent al Educat i on,
I'nfornationand ordination D vision

N TreSodaia taddeditsrepot onactivities
wthinthe Bwironnental Education, | nfornation
and @ordination (EBHQ Dvisionnotingthat the
Dvis mhesthrteenstaf inthreesgaraesetas.
The Bvironnental Rolicy/ Srategy ord nati o/
Irstituiond Srengthen ngsectar invd ves Gyecity
2, legd ativitiesadirstituiod strengthening
activities such as val unt eer assi stance and the
SHRP country attachnent schene. The Secretari at
drewthe Meeting s attention to potential
institutiond/enviromnenta nanagenant assi stance
under the thene of “Job Geation and Sustai nabl e
Li vel i hoods” within the forthcomng S xth
Programme Gycl e of UNDP assi stance to the
reg m

7 TreBwironnental Educationsector of the
D vi si on whi ch undert akes a | ar ge nuniber of
activitiesincurricul umndevel opnent, teacher
training, nediatrai ni ng and envi ronnent al
anarenessrasingiscuret!y uder-resarced, bath
interns of funds and personnel . The Secretari at
advised that during 1997 it proposedtoincrease
fudrasingeffotsfo athreeyear progranne for
Envi ronnent al Educat i on and Anar eness rai si ng
andreported that | nmedi at e neasures t o i ncrease
nanporer inthis sector invd ved attachnent tothe
Dvisionfor a 12-nonth peri od, of an Envi -
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ronnental Education Gficer fromPal au under
SR s Quntry Attachnent Schene.

7  TheScretaria advised of the accel eration
of activities bei ng undertaken wthin the
I nfornat i on and Gnput er Technol ogy sector to
esuetha the Scretari a kegps dreast wthrapd
technd ogi cal advances. The Secretari at advi sed
thet thissectar of the Dvisi onundertakes albroed
range of infornati ond ssemnetion, c eari ng-house
adpiicaionprodctionactivitiesadassistsits
Menber countries wi th communi cati on of
envi romnenta i nfornati on and dat a access t hrough
such processes as e-nai|l and web- page

devel opnent .

B Inresponsetoaquestionfromthe repre
sataived theUitedSaes, theSoaaia bridly
outlinedits current work onInternet access and
assured Mnfer courtriesthat it iscogizat o the
need to conti nue to di ssennat e i nfornat i on
throughavariety of nedia inrecogntionaof the
fact that countries are at different stages of
technd ogi cal devel opnent thus requiring differ-
€NnceS i N pr ocess.

A In response to a question fromthe re-
presentative of NewZealand relatingto EHC
Dvisionfundingandintegrationwth other Vark
Rogranme aress, the Secretariat advisedthat, as
vell asincreased fund-raising efforts, it vas
addressing both of theseissuesinternaly. In
recognitionof thecross-cutting nature of this
Dvi sionwi ch provi des suppart toather Dvisi os,
the Scretariat was ensuring that each ot her Vigrk
Programme area i ncl uded an el enent wthinits
budget to cover education, conput er technol ogy
and i nfornati on di ssennati on.

A The Meting noted the report and t hanked
the Secretariat for its excel lent vork oninpl e
nentation of activities under the Bwironnental
Education, | nfornati on and Gord nation D vi sion
and conpl i nented the Secretariat onthequal ity of
itsremt.

Agenda I temy7. 2. 3: Bwi ronnent al Managenent
and A anni ng O vi si on

B TheSodaia tadeditsrepot onactivities

wi thin the Environnental Managenent and

A anning (BMP) Dvisionnotingthe Dvision

addressed four key areas of clinate change,

envi ronnent al assessnent, popul ation, and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent and wast e nanagenent .
The enphasi s of cl i nat e change activiti es has been
pl aced on i nprovi ng under st andi ng of t he sci ence
of clinate change through the Sea Level R se
NMnitoring g ect and vu nerahi | ity assessnart s.
Support has been provided to assi st countriesin
negati ati ons to strengt hen conmit nent s under the
Lhi ted Nati ons Fanewor k Gonventi on on G i nat e
Change (UNFGXD) and that, with the support of
the G, assistancew!| be providedto countries
toneet their national commoni cations ddigations
under this Gnvention.

rA BEnvi ronnent al assessnent activities are
provi d ng a con net i on of technical assi stance as
vel | as capacity buildinginthe areas of HAad
Sate of Environnent reporting. The UNFPA
SPREP proj ect to integrate popul ati on and
environnent at national andregiona level s wll
conpl eteits current phase this year and t he
Scretariat iswrkingonthe ongoingintegration
of popul ati on and envi ronnent w th SPREP
activities. Susta nabl e devel opnent pol i cy has
focused on coordi nating the i npl enent ati on of
Agenda 21 and t he Bar bados Progr amme of
Action, includ ngsupport tothereg on's Advi sory
mnmttee onthe I npl enent ati on of t he Bar bados
Programme of Action, regional input tothe
Conmma ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent and
participationinthework of the G Quncil .

B  \Vdste nanagenent activities have focused
on denonst ration proj ects to pronot e wast e
nini nisati on, on chenical s nanagenent and t he
start-up of the Vei gani Gnvention. It was noted
that consi deradl e tine was requiredto undert ake
the necessary consul tation for effective vaste
nanagenent and nini msat i on.

R Therepresentatives of NewZeal and, ok
IsadsadHFji rasedtheneedfar thesynthesis o
HAexperienceintheregionandfor thistobe
dssemmraedwddy. Thergresetaived Hji dso
suggest ed t hat SPREP devel op capacity in
reviewng B As undertakeninthe reg on.

&  The Meting noted the report and t hanked
the Scretaria for itsexcd l ent vork oni npl enen
tation of activities under the Environnent al
Managenent and Pl anni ng Di vi si on and

10



compl i nentedthe Scretariat onthequality of its
repat.

8  Therepresentative of Tuval uthanked the
Scraaia fo the Rportsoneachd the Dvisians
and expressed appreciationto M Don Sevart,
Acting Drector, for hisvery effectiveroein
drectingthe Secretaria duringtheinteri mperiod
Thanks vas a so gi ven t o devel opnent part ners and
newdonors for their continuing support to
enviromentd praectiond thereg on These vi evs
vere supported by severad del egeti ons.

Agenda Item7.3: Advisory Committee on
| npl ement ati on of the Barbados
Progranme of Action

&  The Advisory Gonmittee, was establ i shed
by the 194 Forumto coord nete and facilitate the
i npl enent ati on of t he Barbados Progranme of
Ationinthisregonunder thejan Scretaria of
S and the ESCAP Paci fic Qperations CGentre.
ASecial Sessionof the INGneral Assenly is
bei ng convened i n June 1997 to revi ewoveral |
progress achi eved i ni npl enent i ng Agenda 21 and
the coomtnents nade at UNCEDin R o de
Janeiroandtodi scuss appropriate strateges for
i npl enentationincomngyears. Accaordingy, the
Scretaid pesetedinfonationrd aedtoRxific
input tothe Soeci al Sessi on of the UNGeneral
Assennl y and cal | ed upon t he Meti ng to di scuss
and endorse the steps outlined to devel op a
regional subonissiontothe Secia Session

The Meet i ng adj our ned and r econvened as
the Advi sory Gormittee on | npl enentati on of the
Bar bados Progranme of Action, under the Chair
of thereoresentative of Tuva u, M Bnel e Sopoaga,
who t hanked the out goi ng Ghai r, M Tui ngari ki
Sort, representative of the @ok Islandsfar his
work as the Cormittee Chair since the |l ast
Advi sory Gonmitt ee Meeti ng.

8 Theregresentaive o the ForumSecretariat
provi ded an updet e of preparati ons for the Soeci
Sessi on based on recent di scussi on by t he Forum
Secretary-Gneral wth senior Lhited Nations
dficdds Hehdligtedtheneedfor anyreg od
subm ssi on t o dr aw subst ance fromnat i onal
suomissi ons. The ForumSecretariat will vork wth
FPtoensure d | regiona agenci es are engaged
inthisworkandthat theresults are effectivey
communi cated wi t hi n the UN syst emand t he

regon TheForumScrearia advisedthat re evant
out cones fromthe Soeci al Sessi on can be rai sed
at the Forumand w th t he ForumD al ogue
partrers. Hehighightedtheinportance of Forum
nenber s establ i shing their objectives for
inva venent inthe Soecial Session. Hesaidthat
t here al so woul d be advant ages f or Forum
nenfrers to focus oninpl enentati onstrateg es as
soonasthelikey outcones of the Soeciad Session

begntoaystdlise

& Thereesentative o Tongarai sedthe need
for particda atentiontobepadtolack of hunan
adfinacid resaurcesinpreparingfar the Seci d
Session. Therepresentati ve of NewZea and not ed
t he good perfornance of the Pacificinthe
Gonmii ssi on on Qust ai nabl e Devel opnent Fourt h
Session (), inparticd ar the Satenent by the
representative of Papua New @i nea on behal f of
t he Forumnentoers and the regi onal report. The
Meet i ng endor sed t he reconmendati on i n the
Secretariat’ s worki ng paper whi ch contai ned the
next stepstobetakenindevel opinginput tothe
Soeci al Sessionand requested the Secretariat to
circu ate apaper to SFREP nentoers outlining the
process and revi sed dates far the Soecid Sessi on
of the UNGeneral Assenfl y.

Agenda Item?7.4: Inplenmentation of the
Pacific Strategy for the d obal
Envi ronnent Facility (CGEF)

& ThreSoeaaia tabedits paper onprogress
toinplenent the Pacific Srategy for the Gobal
Bwironnent Facility (&) and preparation of a
Srateg c AtionRogranfor Internationa Veters
intheRcific. The Scretariat natedthat support
fromthe G& R g ect Devel opnent Facility of UED
285,000 i s bei ng provi ded t 0 SFREP t hr ough UNDP
for the work of the regional task force, the
preperaiond revievs, cosutaiosd theratiad
adregod levdsadtodat theSrateg c Ation
Programme. Menber countries were requested to
cosider caefulyther prioritiesfor coestd ad
narine nanagenent. It was noted that the G+
ispaticdalyineestedinidetifyingwet isof
gl obal benefit and what the Gg~ can be expect ed
tosupport. This can only be done by exanini ng
the conpl ete range of coastal and narineinter-
rdaioshpsa retiod adrejad leds. Rrthe,
the Secretaria reguested Mnher countriestonde
the i nportance of national consul tations and

11
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idatifygproriaedaesfa thesecasutaiasin
Febr uary/ Mr ch 1997.

& The Meeting noted progress to prepare a
Srateg c AtionRogranfor Internationa Veters
intreRdfic.

Agenda Item8:

Itens Proposed by Menber
Countries

B8 Therexresentative of NewZea and i nf or ned
the Meeting that New Zeal and had recent|y
approved a Srategy which ai ns to address
envi ronnent al  managenent i ssues it sees as
priaitiesfaitsodlaorai onwthpartrer cautries
adognsaios. TheSraegyidatifiesfivekey
aessadtheseare GuecityBildng, Baod versity
Conservation, dimate Change, Waste
Managenent and Reduct i on of (zone Depl eti ng
Substances. nsu tati onwth partner gover ments
adognsaiasiseqectedtobegninearly 1997.

Agenda Item?9:

Fi nance

Agenda Item9. 1: Status of Menbers’
Contri buti ons

Agenda Item9. 1. 1: Report on Menber s’
@t ributi ons

& Inaccordance wth FHnancia Regu ation 13,
the Scretariat reportedtothe Meting onrece pt
of Mnber contributions. The Secretariat tabl ed
an addi tional paper updating the Meting onthe
status of Menter contributions as at 25 Noventoer
1996. The Secretariat expressed concern at
out standi ng contri buti ons and urged Menbers to
pronptly remt their contributions, noting that
SPREP s Prinary Function commitnents were
dependent onthi s source of fund ng.

Q FHnancial natters were givento the Vérk
Progranme and Budget Sub-conmittee whi ch net
on 25 and 26 Novenier for i n-dept h di scussi on.

4  Regarding Verking Paper 9.1.1, the Vérk
P ogramme and Budget Sub-cormittee noted wth
satisfaction Ve |is and Futuna s announcenent of

satlemrt inful o dl itsatstad ngoatributias.
The Lhited S ates del egat e al so provi ded sone
useful clarifications onrecent paynents nade by
the Aneri can Gvernnent. Inawder context, the
Sub- conmit ee expressed its concern at the
signficant anaunt of contributions autstand ngad
howt hi s handi caps the sati sfactory gperati on of
SR The Sub-conmint ee request ed the countri es
inarearstonave as quickly as possibletocl ear
thel r conmit nents tothe organi sati on.

2 Inthiscotext, the Uited Sates dd egate
poi nted out that the annual contribution of the
Uited Sates shod dbe 105,000 dd | ars, as goposed
tothe figure of 109, 255 doll ars showninthe
statenents. The Secretariat recalled that the
contribution amount s had been deci ded by t he
Meting, but tosinplify nattersit wou dask the
Metingtose thecotribuiono thelited Saes
asfromthistinea 105 000 dol | ars. NewZed and
statedthet it voudinfuue pay thed fference of
425ddlasaspat o itscaecotribuios. The
Sub-conmit ee not ed thi s generous gesture onthe
part of NewZeal and, and expressed its warm
gratitude to NewZea and.

B  Therepresentati ve of Nauru requestedthe
Metingtoreclassify Nwruasasnall isladstae
Thi s was supported by the Lhited S ates of
Aerica. The Secretariat noted that Nauru was
classifiedasasnall island state by nost SRAXC
nenfber s and poi nted out thefinancia inplications
for other Mnbers. A the suggestionof Francethe
Meting agreedthat afornal submssi on woul d be
requi red fromMNauru for such recl assi fi cati on

Agenda Item9. 1. 2: Rrinary Bidget H nanci ng
| sses

A S nce 1991, theissue of SFREP s Rrinary
Functi onfinancing, the status and desi gnati on of
Mentoer s’ cont ri buti ons and t he non-recei pt of
cotribuiosa thelevdsset au inthe“Giddines
for Deternmination of Menbers’ Gontri buti ons”
have been SPREP Meeting agenda i tens, and the
subj ect of conments and concern onthe part of
Mentoer s, the Secretariat and t he H nance and
Budget SQub-conmittee. I n order to provi de an
o ectiveviewdf thesenatters, the Secretari at
tabl ed a paper prepared by Rcific Internati onal
@nsul ting Network Li nit ed.
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%  The Wrk Programe and Budget Sub-
conmittee reported that regard ng Vidrki ng Paper
9.1 2the Secretariat had dran the attenti on of
del egates tothe report prepared by “Pacific
Internati onal Gonsul ting Network Lid’, and nore
particularly tothe report’s reconmendati ons.
Accord ngtothecasu tats, thed fficdt firnanc d
situation faci ng SFREP coul d be seen as ari si ng
fromt he anfoi gui ty surroundi ng t he nat ure of
neners’ contributions, referredtointhe
docunert s as “vd utary’. Gventhat thistermhad
inpracticeacquiredthe sense d “optiond ” i nsone
quarters, therevas novaneed, inthe consutants
view tocasider thedraftingd anare prescriptive
resd uion Thsideaves rgectedinthe asence of
acosesus. Infact, the Scretari a had announced
the occurrence of asubstartia i nprovenent inthe
areassituaionimedate y priar tothe Meting
The Secretariat therefore proposedto | eave the
situationas a present. The Sub-conmint t ee deci ded
tofdlowthiscourse wthou exdudngthefuue
eventual ity of either achangeintheterm
“vol untary” (for exanple by replacingit with
“vital”, as suggested by Australia), or the
elimnation of any suchterm(this beingthe
suggestion of the Scretariat). The conmnttee nated
that core contributionsvwerenat optional but vere
consi deredvita for the functioning of the SFREP
Sodaia.

Agenda Item9. 2: 1995 Cash Fl ow

$ TheS5Mdrectedthe Scretariat to present
to each SFREP Meting areport summar i si ng cash
flowfor SFHREPfi nances.

9  The Suib-conmttee expressed its concern at
the practice of not record ngthe adnnistration
costsreaingtoprgects util after their inp e
nendion, ada thedficitsgeneraedasaresut.
The del egat es had spent a consi der abl e anount of
tineonthisissue, andit was recommended t hat
the Scretariat findasd utiontothi s prod emas

qucdyaspssibe

Agenda Item9. 3: Audited Annual
Accounts for 1995

B  The Scretariat tabledthereport of the
Audi ted Annual Account s for 1995 and H nanci al
Saemnts. Inaccardancewththe decisionad the
83\l the Auditors wereinvitedtoattend the 9SM
topreset thar report.

@  Ater heringtheaudtors’ report the S
commirt t ee approved t he accounts for the past

budget year.

Agenda | tem9. 4: Appoi nt ment of Auditors
I Inaccordancewth Fnancid Regu ation 31,
the Scretariat sought the Meting s approval on
the appa ntnent of auditors for 1997.

0L  The NewZeal and del egat e expressed t he
viewthat infutwrethe auditors shou d, fromtine
totine, beappointedonthebasis of aninter-
nationa cadl for tenders. Aconsensus vas reached
onthe use of this procedure, whichwoul dneedto
be i npl enent ed as qui ckl y as possi bl e.

Agenda |t em 10:
Work Programme and Budget

i Vér k Programme Revi ewfor 1995
o Revi sed Budget for 1996
i P oposed Vr k Progranme and Budget for 1997

i I'ndi cati ve Viork Rrogranme and Budget s for 1998
and 1999

I Regarding agenda i tem10, the budget
fornat was seen by Australiaas not particu arly
sutddefa dealyidatifyingthestaed proyess
onprgects, inthevay thet donorsarelegtinatdy
atitledtoeqect. TreSrdaia indcaedthe ths
fornat, wichislinkedtothe Actionpan, coud
easi |y be i nproved by conput eri sation. Anerican
Sanoa al so request ed cl arification on proj ect
fudmngcriteria It vesrecd ledtha thed |l ocation
o fudsislinkedtothe ActionHan A thereguest
o the Sb-comittee the Secretaria dstribueda
docunent onthe budget year inprogress. The Sib-
conmttee noted this docunent. Australiaal so
exqressedits cocernat thelack of securedfund ng
far 1997 prg ects.

1B The Sub-committee congratul ated the
Scretariat onitseffortsinpreparingthe high
qual ity docunent s requi red far these di scussi ors.
It asoexpressedits gratitudefor the detail ed
expl anat i ons provi ded by t he nentbers of the
Scretaid tothedd egti os.
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1M The Sub-committee recormended t hat the
docunent s present ed under i tem10 of t he agenda

be adopt ed by t he Meti ng.

Agenda | tem11:
St at ement s by Cbservers

Ix Thefd|owng Guservers frominternationa
and regi onal organi sati ons nade stat enents: the
Vor| d Gonservation Lhion (1UIN; the Lhited
Nat i ons Devel opnent P ogramme (UNDP); Forum
Secretariat; International Vetl ands Bureau;
TRAFH C Cceani a; The Nat ure Conser vancy
(TNO; the National CGentre for Devel opnent
Sudes (NID, Astrdia Uiversity o the Suth
Pacific (U3); Geenpeace Pacific; and Lhited
Nat i ons Envi ronnent Programme (UNEP). A
sunmary of statenentsis attached as Anex 9.

Agenda Item12:
G her Busi ness

1B Therepresentative of Averican Sanoa
expressed concernthat there was sone conf usi on
over Anerican Sanoa’ s status in SPREP. He
request ed t he Meeti ng t o advi se Aneri can Sanoa
o itsstaws. Thereresetaived Gam requested
the Metingto provi de sinil a gui dance concerni ng
Guams pertici pati on

17’7 TheGair read fromthe Ril es of Rrocedure
and decl ared that Aneri can Sanoa and Guamar e
atitledtopaticdpte TheSxoreaia atlindthe

practice, adopted at the 83V) wher eby t hose
contriesadthar teritaiesthet havernat ratified
the SFREP Agreenent coul d parti ci pat e.

I8 Therewas no other busi ness.

Agenda | tem 13:

Dat e and Venue for Tenth
SPREP Meeti ng

1® The Meeting agreed that the Tenth SFREP
Meet i ng be hosted by the Secretariat and be
convened i n Api a, Véstern Sanoa, 1998.

Agenda |t em 14:
Adopt i on of Report

10 The Meeting adopted the Report of its
proceed ngs, gprovedthel eter fromtheGair o the
Oficids Metingtothe Guir of the Nlnisterid
Meti ng conta ni ng reconmendati ons for Mnisterid
endor senent and approved the draft Mnisterial
Saenant dsofar Ninisterid endorsenert.

Agenda |t em 15:

d ose
M TheMetingclosedwthappreciationtothe
Secretariat andthankstothe del egates for their

del i berati ons, together viththarks to the host
gover nnexnt .
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Annexes

Annex 1. List of Participants

Gvernnent s and Adm ni strati ons

AMERI CAN SAMOA

M Togi pa Tausaga

Drector

Aneri can Sanoa Bnvi ronnental Prot ecti on

Agency
Aneri can Sanmpa Gover nnent
Pago Pago 96799
Aneri can Sanoa
Tel ephone;  (684) 2304
Fax (6834) 5301

M John Faunui na Jr
Drectar
Econonic Devel opnent and A anning Gfice

(ECPQ

Aneri can Sanoa Gover nnent

Pago Pago 96799
Aneri can Sanoa

Tel ephone;  (684) 633 5155

Fax (634) 63341%
M Lel ei Reau
Manager

Qoastal Zone Managenent Progr anme
at EDPO

Anreri can Sanoa Gover nnent

Pago Pago 96799

Aneri can Sanoa

Tel ephone: (684) 633 5155

Fax (634) 63341%

M Fhilip Langford
Acting Drector

Depart nent of Mrine and WId i fe Resources

Aneri can Sanoa Gover nnent
PO Box 3730

Pago Pago 96799

Aneri can Sanoa

Tel ephone:  (684) 633 4456
Fax (684) 633 5944

M Rene d enens
Qi - -Saf
Ofice of the Gvernor

Pago Pago 96799
Aneri can Sanoa

Tel ephone: (684) 633 4466

AUSTRALI A

M John Qi ght on

Assistat Scretary

Oficed RxificldadAfars
Departnent of Forei gn Afairs and Trade
CGanberra

AstrdianGpitd Territary 2600
Astrdia

Tel ephone; (616) 261 2153

Fax (616) 261 2332

M Lauri e Hodgman

Inerratiod Uit

Depart nent of the Bnvi ronnent, Sport and
Taritaies

PO Box 787

CGanberra

AstrdianGpita Territory 2601

Astrdia

Tel ephone;  (616) 274 1599

Fax (616) 274 1858

Enal: | hodgnan@lest . gov. au

M Qiff Bock

Paci fic Mi ti country and Regi ondl
Prograns ( MPAQ

Austraian Agency far Internati ona
Devel opnent (AusA D

CGanberra

AstrdianGpita Territory 2601

Astrdia

Tel ephone; (616) 206 4245

Fax (616) 206 4720

M AdamLees

Third Scretary

Austral i an H gh Gonmassi on
Beach Road

A a

Vst er n Sanoa

Tel ephone;  (635) 23411
Fax (685) 2319

COOK | SLANDS

M Tuingariki Short

Scoreay

Mnistry of Varks, Ewironnent
and Fhysi cal H amni ng

PO Box 102

Rar ot onga

@k |'sl ands

Tel ephone: (632) 20034

Fax (632 2414
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M Edw n R ttnan

Screay

Mnistry of Foreign Afairsand | nmgration
Governnent of the ok | sl ands

PO Box 105
Rar ot onga
@k sl ands
Tel ephone:
Fax

(682) 20 347
(682) 21 247

FEDERATED STATES OF M CRONESI A

M Nachsa Sren

Departnent of Heal th Service

PO Box PS70

Rlikir

Fohnpel

Federated S ates of Mcronesi a 96341
Tel ephone: (691) 320 2619 2643
Fax (691) 320 5263

Fl JI

M Epel i Nasone

Drectar

Depart nent of Envi ronnent
PO Box 2131

Gover nnent Bui | di ngs
Qva

i

Tel ephone:
Fax

(679) 311690
(679) 312879

FRANCE

HE M Jean Bressot
Anbassadeur, Secrétaire pernanent pour
lePecifique Sd
Representant de | a France auprés de
| a Gonmissi on du Paci fi que Sud
Bureau No. 1170
27 rue Qudi not 75007
Rxis
France
Tel ephone:
Fax

(331) 5392 %01
(331) 456 693 41

M AainJouret

Représent ant per nanent adj oi nt de | a France
aupr és de | a Gnmassi on du Paci fi que Sud
et du PRCE

B egati onfrancai se

BP 8043, 98307

Nourréa Cédex

Nouvel | e- Gl édoni e

Tel ephone: (687) 26 16 03

Fax (687) 26 1266

GUAM

M Jordan Kaye

Qi ef A amer

PO Box 22439

GW, Barrigada

Quam GJ 96921

Tel ephone:  (671) 472 8863
Fax (672) 477 402

KI' Rl BATI

M Aireti Ta kone

Snio Assistat Scretary

Mnistry of Bwironnent and Soci al
Devel opnent

PO Box 234

B keni beu

Tar ana

Kri keti

Tel ephone: (686) 28 000 28 211/ 28 460

Fax (686) 2834

MHEIia Ai

Acting Senior Assistant Secretary
NMnstry of Fore gn Afars

PO Box 68

Birik

Tarana

Kri ket

Tel ephone: (636) 21 342

Fax (680) 21 466

NAURU

HE Mllicet Aa
Anbassador

Naur u Erbassy

Sva

Hi

Tel ephone: (679) 313 566
Fax (679 302861

NEW CALEDONI A

M Robert Paouta Naxue

Chef de D&l égation

Menor e du Gongr és de Nouvel | e- Gl édoni e
BP G5

98844 Nourea Cadex

Nouvel | e- Gl édoni e

Tel ephone:  (687) 26 64 03/ 26 63 00

Fax (687) 27 28 28/ 27 78 45

M Eynar d Bouanaoue

Menor e du Gongr és de Nouvel | e- Gal édoni e
BP C5

98844 Nounga Cédex

Nowvel | e- Gl édoni e

Tel ephone; (687) 26 64 03/ 26 63 00

Fax (687) 27 28 28/ 27 78 45
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M Fancoi s Devi nck

Chef du Servi ce Bwi ronnenent
R ovi nce Sud

BP &5

98844 Nounga Cédex
Nouvel | e- Gl édoni e

Tel ephone;  (687) 2581 09

Fax (687) 27 4900

NEW ZEALAND

HE M Peter Heenan

H gh Gonm ssi oner

New Zeal and H gh Gonm ssi on
Beach Road

Aia

Tel ephone: (685 21 711

Fax (635) 20 086

Or Wen G een

Drectar

A anni ng and External Agency D vi si on
Depart nent of Gonservati on

W | i ngton

New Zeal and

Tel ephone:  (644) 471 0726

Fax (644) 471 1082/ 473 3656

D DavidBartle

BEwi ronnent O vi si on

Mnistry of Foreign Afairs and Trade
Ve | i ngton

New Zeal and

Tel ephone: (644) 473 2102

Fax (644) 494 8507

M Mchael vl sh

Second Secretary

New Zeal and H gh Gonmi ssi on
Beach Road

A a

Vst er n Sanoa

Tel ephone: (685 21 711

Fax (685 20036

M B Il Dpbbie

Second Secretary

New Zeal and H gh Gonm ssi on
Beach Road

A a

Vst ern Sanoa

Tel ephone: (685 21 711

Fax (635) 20 086

NI UE

Hon. Terry C Qe

Nni ster

Mnistry of Aricutue, HsheriesandForestry
Adi

N ue

Tel ephone: (633) 4200

Fax (683) 4206/ 4232

M Bradl ey Punu
Scretary to Gover nnent
Rremer’ s Depart nent

PO Box 40

Adi

N ue

Tel ephone: (633) 4200
Fax (633 4206/ 4232

M Sauni Tongat ul e

Drectar

Aryicdture, Forestry andH sheries
POBox 74

Adi

N ue

Tel ephone: (633) 4032

Fax (633) 400

PAPUA NEW GUI NEA

M Fus Y. Rundi

Soreay

Depart nent of Envi ronnent and Gonservat i on
PO Box 6601

Bor oko

Papua New Qui nea

Tel ephone: (675) 301 1606
Fax (675 301 1691

M Mssiel Ue

fssistat Scretary

Depart nent of Envi ronnent and Gonservat i on
PO Box 6601

Bor oko

Papua New Qui nea

Tel ephone: (675) 301 164
Fax (675 301 1691

M J. Yareki

Depart nent of Envi ronnent and Gonservat i on
PO Box 6601

Bor oko

Papua New Qui nea

Tel ephone: (675) 301 1641
Fax (675 301 1691
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SOLOMON | SLANDS

M Nbses B 1i ki
Drectar

BEwvi ronnent and Gonser vati on D vi si on

Mnistry of Ntural Resources
PO Box 624

Honi ara

Sol onon | sl ands

Tel ephone:  (677) 25 848
Fax (677) 21 245

TOKELAU

M Krifi Krifi

Drectar

Departnent of Natural Resour ces and
Envi r onnent

¢/ - Tokel au Api a Li ai son Ofice

PO Box 865

A a

Vst er n Sanoa

Tel ephone: (685) 20 822/ 20 823
Fax (635 21 761
TONGA

Hon. Fakaf anua

Nin ster

Mnistry of Lands, Survey and Nt ural
Resour ces

PO Box 5

NKU &l of a

Tonga

Tel ephone: (676) 23 210/ 23 611

Fax (676) 23 216

M Tu aT. Tupou
Soeay

Mnstry of Fore gn Afars
NkU &l of a

Tonga

Tel ephone: (676) 23 600
Fax (676) 23330

M Ananaki Puni ani

Acting Secretary

Mnistry of Lands, Survey and Nt ural
Resour ces

PO Box 5

NKU &l of a

Tonga

Tel ephone: (676) 23 210/ 23 611

Fax (676) 23 216

M U | ou Sanani

Mnistry of Lands, Survey and Nat ural
Resour ces

PO Box 5

Nku a of a

Tonga

Tel ephone;  (676) 23 210/ 23 611

Fax (676) 23216

N Net at ua Prescot t
Mnistry of Lands, Survey and Nat ural
Resour ces

PO Box 5

Nku a of a

Tonga

Tel ephone;  (676) 23 210/ 23 611
Fax (676) 23216
TUVALU

HE M Enel e Sopoaga
Anbassador

PO Box 14449

Qva

i

Tel ephone; (679) 301 b
Fax (679) 301023

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA

M Maur een Vel ker

S Departnent of Sate

Bureau of xeans and I nternati ond
Bwviromentad and Sientific Afars

Véshi ngt on DC 20520

Lhited Sates of Anerica

Tel ephone: (202) 647 9098

Fax (202) 647 9099

M Thonmas Snead

S Departnent of Sate

Bureau of xeans and I nternati ond
Bwviromentad and Sientific Afars

Véshi ngt on DC 20520

Lhited Sates of Anerica

Tel ephone: (202) 647 9532

Fax (202) 647 1106

M Susan Vére

S Nati onal Qceani ¢ and A nospheri ¢
Adnni stration

Véshi ngt on DC 20230

Lhited Sates of Awerica

Tel ephone: (202) 482 6196

Fax (202) 482 4307
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NMJdi Trtani

S Nati onal Gceani ¢ and A nospheri ¢
Adnni stration

Oficeof dobal Rograns

1100 Vdyne Avenue, Slite 1225

S1ver Soring MD20910

Lhited Sates of Awrica

Tel ephone; (301) 427 2089
Fax (302) 427 2082
Enal: trtan @gp. noaa. gov

M Janes L. Bui zer

WDrector of International Devel opnent
Ofice o Gobal Rograns

1100 Vdyne Avenue, Slite 1225

S 1ver Soring MD20910

Lhited Sates of Anerica

Tel ephone;  (301) 427 2089

Fax (300) 427 2082
Enal: bui zer @gp. noaa. gov
VANUATU

M B nest Bani

Head

Envi ronnent Uhi t

PMVB 063

Rrt Vla

Republ i ¢ of Vanuat u

Tel ephone;  (678) 25 302

Fax (678) 23142

Enal: envedvi n@act ok. peg. apc. org

WALLI'S and FUTUNA
M Resanmino Taput ai

Rrésidet delaGmmssiondel’ Agricuture

H evage et Peche (CAEP)
BP 31 Assentdl ée Territoriad e

Vel liset FRtua
Tel ephone: (681) 7228 74
Fax (68) 72204

M Pascal N ut oua

Menfore de | a Gormassionde | Agricul ture

H evage et Peche (CEP)
Hua- Fuuna
Vel liset Fbua
Tel ephone: (681) 7236 15
Fax (681) 722054

M Aexis Le e va

Char gé de Missi ons

BP 31 Assentl ée Territoria e
Mita Uu - Hahaké

Ve lis et FRtua

Tel ephone: (681) 7224 05
Fax (68) 72204

M Bernard Guegan
Drecter del’ Ayicudtureet delaPRche
Char gé de |’ Bnvi ronnenent

BP 19

Mit &' U u 98600

Urea

Ve lis et FRtua

Tel ephone;  (681) 7228 23
Fax (681) 22544

WESTERN SAMOA

M Mse Sua

Screay

Mnistry of Foreign Afars
PO Box L1861

Aia

Vst er n Sanoa

Tel ephone: (685 21 500
Fax (685 21504

M SilinloPati Liu

Assistant Drector for Bwi ronnent

Depart nent of Lands, Survey and
Envi r onnent

Rivate Mil Bag

Aia

Vst er n Sanoa

Tel ephone;  (685) 22 481/ 22 485

Fax (685 23176

Al sars
FORUM SECRETARI AT

M Tony 9 at yer

DCeputy Secretary Genera (Rdl i cy and Servi ces)
ForumSecretari at

Fivate Mi| Bag

Swva

Hi

Tel ephone: (679) 312 600

Fax (679 301 102

SOUTH PACI FI C COMM SSI ON ( SPC)

Dr Ti mAdans

F sheri es Resour ce Advi ser

H sheri es Progr anme

BP Db

98848 Noumea Cadex
Nouvel | e- Gl édoni e

Tel ephone: (687) 26 20 0

Fax (687) 26 3818
Endl: TIJA@SPC. ORG. NC
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UNI TED NATI ONS ENVI RONMENT
PROGRAMVE -

D Swit Yodnani

Drector and Regi onal Representati ve

Lhi ted Nati ons Envi ronnent Progr anme—
Asial Pecific (INER AP

UNBui | ding

Raj adammer n Avenue

Bangkok 10200

Thai | and

Tel ephone: (662) 281 6101

Fax (662) 280 389

Emal: yodnani . unescap@n. or g

Qserve's

THE AUSTRALI AN NATI ONAL
UNI VERSI TY ( ANU)

Dr Meg Keen
Envi ronnent al Managenent

and Devel opnent
Netional Gentre for Devel opnent S udi es
The Astraian Nati onal Lhiversity
CGanberra
AstrdianGpitd Territary 2600

Astrdia

Tel ephone: (616) 249 0093

Fax (616) 249 5570

Emal: neg. Keen@nu. edu. au
M Geg Ry

Fe low

Cepartnent of Internationa R ations
Resear ch Shod of Paci fic and Asi an S udi es
The Austraian Nati onal Uhi versity
CGanberra

AstradianGpitd Territory 2600

Astrdia

Tel ephone; (616) 249 2179

Fax (616) 257 183

Emal: gr egf r y@oontos. anv. edu. au

GREENPEACE PACI FI C
M lan Fy

Reg onal Rdl i cy Advi ser
Geenpeace Pxific

GO Box 1917

CGanberra

AstrdianGpitd Territory 2601
Astrdia

Tel ephone; (616) 257 6516

Fax (616) 257 6526
Enal: i fry@eg. apc. org

ASI A/ PACI FI C ( UNEP- AP)

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY

M Peter Thonas
Drectar

Sout h Paci fi ¢ Program
The Nat ure Gonser vancy
17 Gl f M ewRoad

Mirray s Bay

Auckl and

New Zeal and

Tel ephone: (649) 478 9632

Fax (649) 479 1944

Emal: 103454. 2322@onpuser ve. com

SOUTH PACI FI C APPLI ED
GECSCI ENCE COWM SSI ON  ( SOPAC)

M A fred S npson
Ceputy D rector

SIPAC Secretari at
Fivate Mi| Bag

Swva

Hi

Tel ephone: (679) 381 377
Fax (679) 370 040
Emal: af@oec. agfj

TRAFFI C OCEANI A

M G enn Sant
Seni or Research Ofi cer
TRAFH C Cceani a

GO Box 528

Sydney 2001

Astrdia

Tel ephone: (612) 9299 6582

Fax (612) 9299 6557

Emal: TRAFFI CO@rsn. com

UNI TED NATI ONS DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMVE ( UNDP) —SUVA

D Jenny Bryant—Tokal au
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent  Advi ser
Lhi ted Nati ons Devel opnent Pr ogr anme

(U
Fivate Mi| Bag

Swva

Hi

Tel ephone: (679) 312 500

Fax (679) 301718

Eml: j enny. bryant @ndp. org
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UNI TED NATI ONS DEVELOPMENT WORLD CONSERVATI ON UNI ON

PROGRAMVE ( UNDP) —API A (I'UCN) WORLD COWM SSI ON ON
M Hu Mtaese Hisaralaul u PROTECTED AREAS
National Assistat Resident Ryresentative M P.HC Lucas
Lhi ted Nati ons Devel opnent Progr anme MceQair
(UNDP) Vorld Heritage, WPA
Fivate Mi| Bag | UON—Fhe Wr | d Gonser vati on Lhi on
A a 1/ 268 Mii n Road
Wést er n Sanoa Tawa
Tel ephone; (635 2360 1/ 2 Ve | i ngt on 6006
Fex (635) 235655 New Zeal and
Emal: fo. wsn@ndp. org Tel ephone; (644) 232 5581
Fax (644) 232 9129
M Sedliitu Sesega

Pogramme Gfi cer
Lhi ted Nati ons Devel opnent Progr anme

(LNDP) Language Servi ces
Fivate Mil Byg ) _
Api a Language Servi ces coor di nat ed by:
Vést er n Sanoa Language A of essi ondl s Ltd
Tel ephone; (685) 2367001/ 2 PO Box 3461
Fax (685) 23555 Auckl and
Enal: f 0. wsn@ndp. or g New Zeal and

Tel ephone: (649) 376 1216
Fax (649 300 1641
UNI VERSI TY OF THE SOUTH

PACTH C_ (USP) | NTERPRETERS

M U ukal esi Bal e Tanat a O Eny Weitt

SPREP Focal Roi nt/ Mnager Envi r onnent
Uit

Institued Apdied Si ence

L versity of the South Rcific (U

M Patrick Del haye
M \al éri e Hassan
M Doniini que Toul et

POBox 1168
%_Jva TRANSLATORS
i

: M Fancol se Mrtineau
Tel ephone: (679) 302 403 M Jean- G aude Ot schei d
Fax (679 30373 M John Jani
Erdl:  tamata b@sp acfj onn Jameson
WETLANDS | NTERNATI ONAL TECHNI ClI ANS
M Brigitta Wnmer M A an Doyl e
5<eu1|veAs'5|sta_1 M A an Barrington
Vet ands I nternati ondl
GPO Box 636
CGanberra
AstrdianGpita Territory 2601 COORDI NATOR
Astrdia M Gat heri ne Desor gher
Tel ephone: (616) 2500 779
Fax (616) 2500 799
Emal: rj aensch@est . gov. au
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SPREP Audl t or

M Puni Puni val u
Adtor

Gooper s and Lybr and
PO Box 4463

Mit aut u- U a

Aia

st er n Sanoa

Tel ephone; (685) 24 575
Fax (685) 24 376

SR A chi tect

M Bruce Bowden

Bowden Desi gn Associ at es
52-58W lianSrest

East Sydney 2011

New Sout h Vel es
Astrdia
Tel ephone:
Fax

(612) 9361 4144
(612) 9332 3458

P Secretari at

Sout h Paci fi ¢ Regi onal  BEnwvi r onnent
Programme (SPREP)

PO Box 240

A a

st er n Sanoa

Tel ephone: (685) 2199

Fax (685 20231

Eml: Spr ep@act ok. peg. acp. org

sprep@d of a et

M Don S ewart
Acting Drector

Ms Neva Véndt
Head of BEnwvironnental Educati on,
| nfornati on and @ordi nation Dvision

M | osef atu Reti
Head of Gonservation of Netural Resour ces
Dvision

M Gerald Ml es
Head of Envi ronnental Managenent and
Aamning Dvision

M Nuku Jones
Head of H nance and Adnini strati on
Dvision

M Bernard Mbut ou
Legd Oficer

M Aex WIians
Qnput er/ | nfornat i on Technol ogy G fi cer

Ms Dor ot hy Kamu
Rersond Assistat toDrector

M Api seta Bi
Rersond Assistant to Deputy Director

Ms Saunoa Mat &' u
Gonf erence Assi st ant

M Lupe S1ulu
Rgstry Gerk
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Annex 2:

Openi ng Addr ess by Honour abl e Fakaf anua

M ni ster of Lands, Survey and Natural Resources
Gover nnent of the Ki ngdomof Tonga

Chai rman of the B ght h SAREP Meet i ng,

Your Excel l ency the Austral i an H gh Gonmissi oner
to Tonga (M Milin),

D sti ngui shed Represent ati ves of the SPREP
Menler Quntries and Parti ci pati ng @gani sati ans,
(oservers,

Reverend Or Kal apol i Paongo,

Ladi es and Gent | enen,

n behal f of the Governnent of Tonga, | woul d
liketotakethisgpartunitytoexendtoyoudl a
war mwel cone to our kingdom It is both a
personal privilege and an honour to be wth you
toopenthe Senar Gficidssessionof thisNnth
Sout h Paci fi ¢ Regi onal Enwvi ronnent Pr ogr anme
Meting as | have the opportunity to renewal d
acquai nt ances and neet newfri ends.

| amaware that nany of you have travel | ed | ong
distancesinorder tobehereand giventhat you
have gorethisfar, | wrgeyoudl tofindtine out
of your rather busy schedul es to gain areal
experience of our country.

As you nay probably be aware, Tonga has a
confi ned | and area of 747 square ki | ongt res
spread ng over 3680, 000 square kil onetres of ocean.
Qt o atad isladcout of 172, dout Hi sl ads
are inhabited but these are predomnant |y snal |
coral andvol canicislands. Available soils are
ninyfetiledaysdlsd vdcaicaignhbu these
havefa ledinrecent tinestoproduce better yid ds
asaresult of intensive shiftingand conmercial
ayialtue

\egetati onwse, nost prinary tree cover has been
renoved t hrough “sl ash and burn” cul tivati on, and
nore recent |y through conmerci al agri cul ture and
nost of wat isleft isnadeupdf exatic species.
Qur fisheries resources were once abundant but
i ncreasi ng popul ation and conmerci al fisheries
devel opnent have i nposed noti ceabl e i npact s.
Qur groundwat er resour ce has responded to our
needs for alongtine but increasi ng denand i s
havingits effect tothe point where salt wat er
inrsicnisaredityinsomedaesespdidlyinthe
e apai group.

Qr once beauti fu sandy beaches especid lyinthe
i sl ands of Tongat apu and Vava' u ar e degr aded,
nai nl y because we nust mne sand aggr egat es for
construction. Rdlution, dthoughnat inthescd e
experi enced i nthe nore devel oped countries of the
region, isneverthelessaredityasaresut of
commerci al agricul ture and ot her forns of
devel opnent. Q her sensitive and i nportant
ecosystens are affected and the extent of these
inpectsisnost likdytoincresseinthefuue

Qbher forns of enviromenta degradati onare a so
present but tinewou dnot alownetodea wth
theseinany details. | amsurethat if these
eviromend reditiesaenat adoressed nowthe r
consequences for Tongainthe futurewl! | be
nonunent al .

| mght have appeared simlar in tone and
subst ance to t he “doonsday” envi ronnent al i sts of
the 1970s but natethat nyintentionhereisnat to
takenatterstothat extrene. Rither, it isnybdief
that it isinportant toadmt that these envi-
rometd situitiosaered adtheefaethereis
adegfinteneedfor nitigati on neasures.

Inrecognitionaf thisenviromnenta reaity, o
governnent is conmtted to environnental
protection and sound envi ronnental pol i ci es
abound. Anational park has been decl ared and
currently thereis aprg ect on devel opnent of a
nanagenent plan for the park. Further, draft
envi ronnental i npact assessnent | egi sl ation and
regu ations are avai l dd eandthese are currently
under revi ew

Definitive policy has al so been set interns of
nanagenent of Fanga’ uta | agoon and a proj ect
ai ned at devel opi ng a nanagenent franework for
thelagoonasvel | asimstituiiod strengheningis
expected t o be i npl enent ed soon. Abi odi versity
conservationproect iscurentlyinpl enentedin
Haapai andit isaineda wseuseof availabd e
livingresources as vl | asinprovenent of quaity
of lifeinthe conmunities of HY apai. Qher
intiativeshbythegoverman drecteda effecting
ntigationneesres aed soinp aceespecidlyin
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areas such as pal | ution prevention and wast e
nanagenent, integrated coasta area nanagenant ,
envi ronnent al educat i on and cl i nat e change, to
nane a f ew

Athough | have sofar restricted nysel f tothe
situaionhereinTongg, it isdsony uderstand ng
that sinilar environnental probl ens are al so
evident inother parts of thereg onandreg ond
gover nnent s toget her wth SRR and various ai d
agenci es are taki ng neasures t o address t hese.
Theseintiaivesaegp adedadit is hopedthat
thiswll cotineinthefuue

Therefore, onaregional basis, environnental
problens arereal and are direct conseguences of
t he devel opnent process. V& cannot affordto
di sregard devel opnent as we a | need enpl oynexnt ,
better hed thservices, educationad other nceties
that gowthit. Smlarly, wecanat doanay wth
envi ronnent al conservati on as envi ronnent al
resources arevita conponents of the devel opnent
process. Thebest dternative goentousistoadot
a devel opnent approach whi ch t akes bot h
perspectives intoaccount; thiswll put usina
situationwhere we are nore certai nto respond
favourably to the needs of present and future
generations of theregion. My | urgeyoual to
kegpthisinnind duringthe course of this neeting
adthaedter.

| amavare that one of the nai ntasks of this
neetingistodiscuss anAction R anfor Minagi ng
the Bwironnent of the South Pacific Regionfor
the period 1996 to the Year 2000. The Action Han
has as its naingoal the pronotion of national
capacity for protection and i nprovenent of the
enviromant o thereg onfor thebenefit of Rcific
isladpegd enovadinthefuwe Toachevethi s
goal, concrete acti ons have al sobeenspecifiedin
vari ous progranme areas such as bi odi versity
conservation, clinate change and envi r onnent al
educati on. | npl enentation of these acti ons wi |

require concerted efforts of the SPREP Menter
countries, Secretariat, donor conmunity and
partid petirgingituias.

It isasonyunderstand ngthat duringthe course
of the Ninisteria Sessionwichwll be convened
later intheveek, therew!| beddiberaiononthe
|'i nkages between the Action H an and a Regi onal
Econonnc Decl arati onvhichvas fornal isedinthe
My uro ForumMeeting earlier this year. This
dscussionwll fire-tunethe AtionRantobetter
respond to the need for econonic devel opnent in
the reg on and theref ore nove cl oser to achi eving
sust ai nabl e devel opnent i n the South Paci fic.
Hovever, successfu concl usionaof thiswll depend
ontheeffortsthat youwl|l devateinthis Senior
Oficidssessiontod scussiond the Daft Action
Ran

| donat envi sage the task bef ore you to be easy,
however, let ne drawyour attentionto the
“nmissi on” for SFREP Mnbbers and the Secretari at
as specifiedin Article 2 of the Agreenent
Establ i shing SFREPwhi ch cal | s for pronoti on of
cooperationinthe South Pacific regionfor
protectionand i nprovenent of its enviromnent for
thebenefits of preset adfuuwegeeraios. Ths
isthesentinent requiredinorder toconpl etethe
task at hand and eventual | y achi evenent of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent in the regi on and
therefore, | woul d urge you all to concur
accardngy.

Wth that |adies and gentl enen. | have nuch
pleasureindeclaringopenthis Senior Gficids
sessionof the Nnth SFREP Meting and | wish you
dl thebest inyour odiberations.

‘Qaatu
Hon. Fakaf anua
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Annex 3. Address by Acting D rector
M Don Stewart

Hon. Fakaf anua, Mnister of Lands, Survey and
Natural Resources of The K ngdomof Tonga,

M Chai r nan,

Reverend Or Kal apal i Paongo,

Your Excel | enci es Mentbers of the O pl onati c
Q@r ps,

D stingui shed Represent at i ves of SAREP Mentoer
Qurtries,

D sti ngu shed Avi ser's,

D sti ngui shed (oserver's,

Ladi es and Gent | enen,

It isnyhonowr andprivilegetobead etoaddress
you thi s norning at the opening of the Nnth
P Meting. Athispont | vwudliketothak
the Hon. Mnister for his presence and the real
interest he has displayedinour activities, the
curent Garnanfor hi s advi ce and assi stance to
the secretariat duringthe year, al SREP Mnber
country del egates and a | advi sers and observer s,
for beingherewthus thisweek. V@ conetoevery
one of you fromthe SFREP Secretari at and t hank
you for conmng.

Al SR Metings areinportant tous, but this
oneisparticdarlysoasit leadsintothefirst
mnisterial -1 evel session convened by SPREP
Mntoer s si nce adopti on of the current actionp an
in1991 andthe entry into force of the SFREP
Agreenert four years|ater.

As ve gather in Nuku al of athis week toreview
vhat has been achi eved over the past five years,
venay notethet a thetined thelast Ninisterid
Meting SFREPwas arel atively snal | progranme
w thinthe South Paci fi c Gmissi on. Wil e we
nay have cone alongvay inthefairly short tine
sincethen thereisstill nichtodoas youwl | see
fromthe revi sed acti on pl an nowbef ore you. Ad
whil e the attai nnent of autonony for SREP | ast
year onentry into force of the SFREP Agreenent
nay be cause for satisfacti on- and even congrat -
laions- the process has nat beenentirdy wthout
itsprad ens, sone of wicharestill wthus. The
Scretaria looks forvardtored progessinthe
resd uwionof thesenattersduringthisvesk sothet,
wthafreshactionpantoguideus, wecanget on

wththejobonyour behal f free of unnecessary
dgratias

Inthe AtingDrectar’ s overview adinthe amud
report, both of whichareinyou neeting papers,
| have covered at sone | engt h event s whi ch have
transpiredinand affected SRPad i ts vork si nce
the last SPREP Meeting so | will spare you a
reiteraionnow Hwever, wthyour indu gence, M
Ghairnan, | would liketotake upafewninutes
o thsMeingstinea theouse toaulinewet
| bdieeaethenainissiestobededt wthinthe
next two days.

Frst, of corse the ActionAan Thisisthenain
reason Wy your nni sters are here. Your chi ef task
istoensurethat you sendthema docunent that
reflectsfulythereg os enviramantd priarities
whi ch need t o be addr essed by Menibers and t he
Scretariat fromnowvurtil the year 2000, The draft
before youis the result of nuch work and
consul tations over nany nont hs and nowi s your
|ast chancetoinmroveonit. This Metingwl| be
reneniered for howwel | - or otherwse - it
acconpl i shesthis duty.

The Meeting will al so be renenbered for
appoi nting adirector of SREP aut ononousl y for
thefirst tine. Al previous SPREP director
appoi nt nent s wer e nade by the Secretary General
o the Suth Pacific Gnmissionsothiswll bean
inportat adhistaricevert intheevd wiond the
agisdin

Anost exactly five years ago, the SR Inter-
governnmental Meeting, as it was then known,
convened i n Speci al Session — canci dentd |y here
inNku ad ofa — todeternine theinfant organi sa
tion' sfirst budget since separati onfromthe ST
That Specid Session — heldjust uptheroad from
vhere ve are nowsi tting — a so agreed upon the
|l evel of neniers’ annual contributionstothe
prinary function budget. Duringthis Meting you
w || consi der reconmendat i ons to address t he
contri butions probl ens vhi ch have ari sen si nce
then It vaddbefitting, adit isnyfervet hope
that further di scussions thisweek - oncenarein
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Nku alofa- wll bringtoanendthe probl ens
wi ch have dogged the Secretaria’ s finances far the
pest fiveyears. Hease doyour best.

Last year you agreedin principletothe SFREP
Metingrevertingtoatwo-yearly evert, asit vas
dringthe1980s. Thisyear the Scretaria isnaking
proposal s to achieve this wth i nmedi at e eff ect,
nean ng—if youagee—tha thetenthnegtingwill
beinl1998 Reasegvethi s serious consideraion
| gt nentionthet e d neetingswll save you
a consi derabl e anount of noney every second year
adwll dsoeddethe Scretaria tococentrate
nore ef fectively oninpl enentati on of the action
planwthout thenajor dstracti ons and d srugti ons
that conveni ng annual neeti ngs cause us now

M G rnan, Ladi es and Gntl enen, those arethe
nagj o issues asthe Soretaria seesthem Therearg,
though, anunter of other natters before you as
vel | whi ch are of significanceto youandthe
Scretaria otherwse, o course, they vou d nat be
onthe agenda. They i ncl ude:

i The annual wor k progranme and budget
Roposd s for addressi ng staffingi ssues, particu
lalya theheads of dvisionlevd
Proposal s for nuch- needed newacconmodat i on
fa you Scoretaria

Proposal s for streanhi ni ng t he conveni ng of
neetings of the partiestothe Apiaand P
nventi ons

Revi ewing progress wth i npl enentati on of the
out cones of the Barbados Conf erence on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent of Snal | | sl and
Devel oping Sates and settinginnati onaprocess

lead ngto Pecific participationinnext year’s
Speci a Session of the Lhited Nati ons General
Assenl y vhich w | | revi ewhowfar we have
coneinthefiveyearssince Ro

Progress wth proposal s for angj or, regi onal
prg ect under the Gobal Ewiroment Fecility
Gving us your decisiononaproposa toset up
areg ona branch of the Vrld Mteord ogi cal
Qgani zation wthin STREP

Revi ew ng t he proposed agenda f or the Mni s-
terid Metinglater thisweek

| wshyouwell inyour deliberationonthese
inportant natters, the noreso because our tineis
very short andthereis nuchfor youtodo. S
perhaps | shoul d stop here, but before | doso, |
voul dliketopay aspecia tributetothe person
who i s nost responsi bl e for the good shape your
Scretaria isintodky. O MIi Fuevaowll janus
tonorrowin his newposition of Sub-regi onal
Represertative of FAOand |, and | amsure al | of
yuasvel, lookfovardtogeaingVili a a P

Meting agai n.

If | nay addressthe Hon. Minister, findly, pease
pass our very best wshes toyour Scretary for
Lands, Survey and Natural Resources, M d one
Tong lava, for aspeedy andfull recovery. Vi miss
hi s presence herethi s veek. Thark you. And pl ease
al so convey our thanks to hi s naj esty s gover nnent
for the fl aWess arrangenents and i npr essi ve venue
providedfar us.

Ml o Aupito
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Annex 4:

8.

o gk~ w D

Agenda

Official Opening

Appointment of Chairperson

Adoption of Agenda and Working Procedures
Matters Arising from Eighth SPREP Meeting

Presentation of Annual Report for 1995-96 and Acting Director’s Overview

Policy

6.1
6.2

6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6
6.7
6.8

Frequency of SPREP Meetings

Location of Programmes

6.2.1 South Pacific Forestry Development Programme

6.2.2 WMO Sub-Regional Office for Asia and the South West Pacific
SPREP Action Plan

Review of Agenda for Ministerial Meeting

Appointment of Director

Selection Process for Director of SPREP

Staffing Policy - Extensions of Appointment and Primary Function Funding
Apia and SPREP Conventions

Reports

7.1

7.2

7.3
7.4

Institutional

7.1.1 Agreement Establishing SPREP - Status Report
7.1.2 New Headquarters

Work Programme Reports

7.2.1 Conservation of Natural Resources Division

i Coastal Management and Planning
. South Pacific Biodiversity Conservation Programme
. Natural Resource Conservation
7.2.2 Environmental Education, Information and Coordination Division
. Environmental Policy/Strategy Coordination/Institutional Strengthening
o Environmental Education
. Environmental Information and Computer Technology

7.2.3 Environmental Management and Planning Division
o Climate Change

. Environmental Assessment
. Population and Sustainable Development
. Waste Management, Pollution Prevention and Emergencies

Advisory Committee on Implementation of Barbados Programme of Action

Implementation of the Pacific Strategy for the Global Environment Facility (GEF)

Items Proposed by Member Countries
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10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Finance
9.1 Status of Members’ Contributions
9.1.1 Report on Members’ Contributions
9.1.2 Primary Budget Financing Issues
9.2 1995 Cash Flow
9.3 Audited Annual Accounts for 1995
9.4 Appointment of Auditors
Work Programme and Budget
. Work Programme Review for 1995
. Revised Budget for 1996
. Proposed Work Programme and Budget for 1997
. Indicative Work Programmes and Budgets for 1998 and 1999
Statements by Observers
Other Business
Date and Venue for Tenth SPREP Meeting
Adoption of Report

Close
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Annex 5. Synchroni sation of Secretariat Activitiesinlinewth

Year

1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006

Bi enni al Meeti ng Schedul e

SPREP
Meeting
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Action Plan
Review

Yes

Yes

Yes

Corporate
Plan Review

Yes

Yes

Yes

Appointment
of Director
Meeting

Yes

renew?

Yes

77

renew?

Ministerial

Level

Yes

Yes

Yes

Apia/SPREP  Work

Conventions

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Programme
/Budget
Meeting
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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Annex 6: Mnisterial Meeting Agenda

10.

Official Opening

Appointment of Chairperson

Adoption of Agenda and Working Procedures
Acting Director’s Overview of SPREP 1991-96

Consideration of Matters from the Officials’ Meeting

SPREP Action Plan;

Financial Matters;
Appointment of Director; and
Apia and SPREP Conventions.

Panel Discussion

Other Business

Timing of next Ministerial Meeting
Adoption of Report

Close
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Annex 7:
and Devel opnent

Mnisters of the N nth SFREP Meet i ng appr oved
and supported a newfour year Action H anwhich
w | guidethe South Paci fi c Regi onal Ewi romnent
Programme (SPREP) up to the year 2000. The
N nth SPREP Meeti ng was hel d i n Nuku’ al of a,
Ki ngdomof Tonga, 27-28 Noventoer 1996.

The goal of the 1997-2000 ActionHanistohbuld
national capacity inenvironnental and resource
nanagenent so that SAREP Menbers wil | be abl e
to protect and i nprove the envi ronnent of the
regonfor thebenefit of Racificisland pegd e now
adinothefuue

The Action Hanrepresents a newand strategi c
aproachto pratecti ngthe Peci fi ¢ envi roment, as
anintegra part of thereg o' s devel opnent, and
recogisesthat thisisessatid detotheinoressing
nuniber and severity of environnental threats.

The key el enents of the plandeal wth:
. coservaiond hdaogcd dversity

. climate change and i nt egrat ed coast al
nanagenent

. wast e nanagenent

. envi ronnental managenent, pl anni ng and

irstituiod stregthaing
. envi ronnental educati on, infornati on and
tranrg
Mnisterscdledfar areport tobe preserted by the
Scretariat at thenext Mnisterid Metingonthe

outputs achievedineach of the key e enents of the
AtionRan

The N nth SFREP Meeti ng cane i n t he wake of the
27th South Paci fi ¢ Forumat whi ch Leader s agreed
on arange of neasures to achi eve nore rapid
progress on econom ¢ ref ormand devel opnent,
and sust ai nabl e nanagenent of natura resour ces.

Sstai nabl e devel opnent is of particu ar concern
inthe South Pacific, were nany i sl and countri es
adteritoies havefrag |l e enviroments ad snal |
ladaress, addrelyontheir natura resources or
dilitytodtrat tarigsfa asgificat pat o thar
nati onal i ncone.

M ni sters’ Statenent on Environnent

Mreover isladooutriesadteritaies, espadly
thesmal | isladstaes, haeparticda dfficdties
inbuildngnationa capacity for envi ronnent al
protection. Athoughthefind responsibility for
envi ronnental policy rests wth national gov-
ernnents, international programes and t he
coppraionattivities o thedoor courtries, shod d
continue to take account of the specia envi-
ronnental vul nerabil ity needs of snal | er island
coutries,

Mni sters pointed out that susta nell e devel opnent
intheregioncanonly be possibleif econonic
devel oprent and envi ronnental policies are
mut ual | y supportive. There is nowa cl ear
internati onal consensus that susta nabl e devel -
opnent i s aprocess i nwhi ch the environnent and
devel opnent aretreated as one.

Nini sters at the N nth SFREP Meting cal | ed upon
their col | eagues attendi ng t he For umEconomc
Mni sters Metingtoconsider, inthe r d scussi os,
the enviromnenta inplicati ons of econonnc pd i cy
decisions, andtotakefullyintoaccount envi-
ronentad infornationthet nay assist indarifying
the range of sustai nabl e devel opnent opti ons.

Snmlarly, Ninsters agreedthat the economc and
aher costsadbaeitsof enviromantd intidives
shoul d be consi der ed bef ore new cormt nent s
vier e agreed by gover nnent s.

Mnisters decl ared 197 tobethe Year of the Grd
Ref inthe SuhRcificadintiaedfuther vark
by SPREP t o pronot e t he conservation of the
regaisseatutlepogpu aiosfdlovngonfronthe
1995 Year of the Sea Turtl e canpai gn.

Mni sters recogni sedtheinportancetothereg on
of the Special Session of the Lhited Nations
Gnera Assentl y i n June 1997 which w | renew
theinternati onal agendafor sustai nabdl e devel -
opnent and consi der its further i npl enentati on.

Mn sters ageedtocotribueeffectivdytoth s
process by devel opi ng aregi onal subnissi on from
Pificlsladcountriesandterritories cota ning
cocreteproposd sfor action
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Annex 8: Letter fromthe Chair of the Cificials’ Meeting
tothe Chair of the Mnisterial Meting

— South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)

28 November, 1996

The Chair

Ministerial Meeting
Ninth SPREP Meeting
Nuku'alofa

Kingdom of Tonga

Ninth SPREP Meeting — Issues for
Ministerial Endorsement

Oear S,

Oficias of SR Mner countries andterritories net inNJKu al ofa, K ngdomof Tonga from25to 27
Novenioer 1996 to consi der nattersrelatingtoinstitutional arrangenents, policy, finance and vork
progranme i npl enent ati on of the Sout h Paci fi ¢ Regi onal Envi ronnent Progranme ( SPREP).

The Rpart of the Nnth SFREPOficiad s’ Metingisattachedfor theinfornati onof Ninisters. Oficids
particd arlywshedtobringthefd lowngissuestoyour attention respectfuly seeki ngyour endorsenert:

SPREP Action Plan for Managi ng t he Envi ronnent of the South Pacific Regi on
(1997-2000)

Fol | ow ng an ext ensi ve period of consul tati on wth Mnier Gver nnents, Regi onal O gani sati ons
and Non- Gover nnent Qgani sati ons arevi sed draft of SFREP s Acti on H an 1991- 1995, appr oved
a thefirst SFFEPMnisteria Metinghel din 1991, was del i berated upon by the Gficias. The
Oficidsreqestedtha thisreviseddraft be suonttedfor Mnisterid consi derationand goprovd .

Fi nanci al Matters

The Gficials’ Meting call ed upon a Verk Progranme and Budget Sub-committee to provi de
gui dance on a nunber of financial and work progranme i ssues. The Sub-conmittee, chaired by
the Ryresetaived Fance tadeditsreport wichves endorsedbythe Oficids Meting Oficids
notedthet the core contributi ons fromnenhers arevitd far theeffectiverumngd the Scretariat.

They cal l ed for anewannual budget reportingfornat toreflect thestructure of the ActionHan
1997-2000. Ninisters arerequestedtonatetheinportance of financiad andtechnical support from
Mners for thevork of the Secretariat andfor the effectiveinpl enentati on of the Action R an.

Appoi nt nent of Director

Thefirst Drector of SR, D M|i Fuavao, | eft the organi sationduring My 1996 fad | ow ng d nast
six years i nwhi ch he directed SFREPfromits forner positionas a Progranme wthinthe South
Pecific Gnmissiontoitsattta nnent of fully autononous status wththeentryintoforce of the
Agreenent Establ i shing the Sout h Paci fi ¢ Regi onal Envi ronnent A ogranme ( SFREP)—t+he SPREP
Agreenent, 30 August, 1995.
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A Sl ection Advi sory Gonmittee (SAO) was appoi nted by the B ghth SFRE°P Meet i ng to gui de the
recrui tnent for the sel ectionof anewDrector of SR, The SACreconmendati onto of fer the
Drector’spositiontoM Tanarii Herre Tutangata, was endorsed by the Gficia s Meting wi ch
requested that this reconmendati on be brought before you for Mnisteria endorsenent.

Bi enni al Meeti ngs

Oficia s endorsed a proposal to hol d SPREP Meeti ngs every two years rat her t han annual | y.
Sonficat savingswll resut. Inconsequence, it was decidedthat Action A ans shou d hencefarth
be of four year’ sduration rather thanfive, andthet the gopoi ntnent of Drector befor aperiad of
fou yearsintidly, renrevad efor afurther adfird tvoyear period It isfuther proposedwthin
thisfranework that Ninisters neet every four years. Mnistersareinvitedtonatethi s decision

Api a and SPREP Conventi ons

OficddsfroncotrieswichaeRrtytothe Gnvetiononthe Grservationd Ntureinthe SuthRxific
(the AoaGrvertion) andthe @Grvetionfor the Ratectionof the Ntura Resources and Bviromert of the
South Raci fi ¢ Regi on (the SFREP Gonvent i on, al so known as t he Nounea Gonvention) al so net wthinthe
NnhSRPOficids Metinginadont Extraord nary Meting of the Gntracting Parties to consi der
anendnent tothe Rl es of Rrocedure and to consi der procedures rel ati ng t o anendnent to the Gnverti ons
byaJdont Renpotentiay Metingtobe convenedwthinthis Mnisteria Meting.

Lhder the Ril es of Procedure of the Adi a and SFREP Gnventi ons, a H eni potenti ary Meti ng of
the Partiesisrequredto nake any anendnent. Fo lowng entry intoforce of the STREP Agreenart,
Secretariat duties for both Gnventions nowtransfer fromthe South Paci fi ¢ Gnmissi onto STHEP
initsnewyatoonaus rd e, The Oficia srespectfuly request the Mnisteria Metingto convene
adoint Henipatentiay Meting of the A aand SFREP Gnventi ons i n order to approve anendnent s
to bat h Gxnventi ons.

O behal f of the Nnth P Oficiads Meting, | respectfully reguest youtohringtothe atention of
the Mnisters, theabove natters for their fornal endor senent.

Yours sincerdy,

Tu aT. Tupou
Chai r
N nth SPREP Oficials’ Meeting
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Annex 9: Statenents by Cbservers

(oservers' statenents, outlining envi ronnent al
activities and col | aborati on wth SFREP, were
presentedas fd | o

The Worl d Conservati on Uni on (I UCN)
haditsfirst ever regona neeting of nenfbersin
Sydhey, AsstrdiainJue19% adthisreterated
I UN s continuing support for SPREP. TUN s
Hrst Virl d Gnservation Gngress in Mntreal ,
Ganada i n @t ober 1996 i ncl uded a Paci fi ¢ round
tabe resduwionsinsuport of VirldHritagein
Cceani a and communi ty- based conser vat i on
exenpl i fied by SPBP and el ected to the | UON
Gounci | Gai kovina Kula (PNG, D ane Tarte
(Australia) and Wen Geen (ND).

UNCPi s happy to continue its support tothe
Pacific Island countries throughits regi ona
progranmes executed by SPREP. G particul ar
inportance arethe @~relatedinitiaivesinthe
Sout h Paci fic Biodiversity Conservation
Progranme (SBP), the CGapacity 21 Progranme
and its proposed Phase I I, the Pacific | sl ands
Cl i mat e Change Assi st ance Progranme
(AaP), andinthe newy approved Srategic
Action Hanon Poposed I nternational Véters.
UNDP al so conmends SPFREP and its staff onthe
closepartrnershipwthits officeinApa asthey
jointly engage i n t he managenent of these
reg onal progranmes t o address the speci fi ¢ needs
of participating Pacificlsland countries. UNDP
al socongratul ates R s newDrector for his
appoi ntnent and assures hi mof its continued
support and best wshes for thefuture.

The Deputy Secretary-General (Policy and
Admini stration) of the ForumSecretari at
sunmar i sed t he out cones of the recent South
Paci fic Forumin Mj uro, Republic of the
M shal | |slands. He highlighted the need to
nmanage fisheries and forestry resources
sust ai nabl y and t he i nportance of attracting
qual ity investnent for sustai nabl e econonic
devel opnent . The i nportance of bringi ng
national policiesinlinewth Asia-Pacific
Econonmic Gunci | (APEQ i nvest nent princi pl es
was voi ced, as vas the i nportance of regi onal

trade representati onin Asi a and strengt heni ng
APEQ Foruml i nks.

He said the ForumSecretari at was bei ng
restruct uredto renove nost progranme el enent s
(except inthe areas of trade and economc pd i cy)
and strengthenits policy and coordination
capacity. Inthisrespect, the ForumScretari at
vwou dbeinabetter positiontowork wth ot her
agenci es, includi ng SPREP, in devel opi ng
intiativesfor consi derati onby Forum eaders, ad
inprsingtheregaisgesininemaiod faa

The mi ssion of Wetl ands | nternational
Breauistosustanandrestorevetlands, thair
resources and bi odi versity for future generati ons
t hrough resear ch, i nf ornati on exchange and
conservationactivitieswrldwde. Inthe Rcific
region, Vetlands International has directed nast
effort to Papua New Gui nea (wetl and
managenent and sust ai nabl e harvest of
crocod | es) adthe Federated Sates of Mcronesi a
(nangr ove conser vat i on and devel opnent of eco-
touri smin nangroves). Vel ands Internati onal has
an ongoi hg commit nent to expl ainto Pacific
I'sland countries the benefits and adl i gati ons of
joining the Gnvention on Vét| ands (RAMBAR
and to assi st where appropriate in preparing
accessi on docunent ati on. 1 npl enentati on of the
Rgod Wtlaxds AtivitiesRanwll beapriaity
activity for 1997. Vel ands Internati onad extends
encour agenent to SPREP and | ooks forward to
cooperating wth SPREP on regi onal wet | and
aivities

TRAFFI C Cceani a (Trade Records Anal ysi s
of Fl ora and Fauna i n Gonmerce), a joint
programme of W¥ and | UON has evol ved to
becone the world’s largest wildlife trade
noni toring programme. Initiallyinthe Geania
regi on, TRAHH Cwas focused on traditional
wildifetrades (reptiles, orchids and nammal s )
however, TRAFFI C has recently been
concentratingonthe tropical tinber trade and
narine fisheries and has conpl eted areport into
the gl obal trade of sharks and shark products.
TRAFH Cal so renai ns acti ve in ot her nat ural
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resour ce nanagenent issuesinthe Racificregion
i ncl udi ng Sout hern B uefi n Tuna, beche de ner,
giant cl amand the export of coral. Qne of
TRAHH Cs nost i nportant nandates i s to assi st
governments in the region with the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention on
International Trade i n BEhdangered Species of Wi d
Faunaand Hora (A TES and TRAFH Ciswlling
toassist Pecificlsl and goverments i nanavi sory
capacity wthnattersrelatingto GTES TRFHC
Qemiaiscuretlyrevisingitsthreeyear strategy
and woul d appreci at e | ear ni ng fromSPREP what
their eviromentd adnaturd resarcepriarities
areinorder toexpl ore areas were TRAHH Ccan
col | aborate wth SR,

The Nat ure Conservancy (TNC) is a USA
besed i nternati onal conservati on organi sationand
hes asits mssionthe preservationand protecti on
of the great wealth of the Earth’'s bi ol ogi cal
dversity. Snce 1990, TNCs AsiaPRxcific Frogram
has been undert aki ng conservat i on programmes i n
the biodi versity rich South Paci fic countri es of
Pal au, Federated S ates of Mcronesia, Sl onon
I sl ands and Papua New Gui nea as wel | as in
Indonesi a.  TNC s experi ences have brought hone
tothemthe i mensity of the conservation
chd lengeinthereg onas we face esca ati ng | oss
o farests, fisheries, refsadooestd ev raments.
Thsuswstanddepaternd resarceexdataion
isslowy but surely undermini ng the fut ure of
generations of Pacific |slanders, nany of whom
a ready canno | onger experiencethe val ues of the
natural heritageenoyedbytheir parents. Sone
progress, but not nearly enough, has been nade
tostemthistidesincethelast RPN steria
Metinginl1991 Sncethet tinesevera promsing
conmoni ty besed bi odi versi ty conservationprg ects
have been established. Ina nost all casesthe
essatid demant of success hes beenthew! |i ngness
of al thoseinva ved, | andowers, conmonities,
fundi ng agenci es, gover nnent agenci es and N33,
toforgepartnerships ad coogperateinachievingthe
conservation goal. The SPRERY SPBCP pr ogr anme
hes actedasacad yst inthi s process, dtenhd ping
to bridge t he gap bet ween NG3 and gover nnent s.
TNCtrusts that SPREP s new nanagenent team
wll enbracethis vital rol e and encourage an
expanded rel ationshipwth the regi on's N33.
TNCurges a | theregional governnents and N33
tolook for vaystowrk together inpartnershipto
foster astronger and nore effecti ve conservati on

ethicintheir countries. Fnaly, TNChas worked
i npartnershi pwth SAREP I n nuner ous vays si nce
1990 andwould liketotake this opportunity to
pledgeits continued support for SR andits
efforts tosecure anenviromenta |y sound future
for thepeop e df the SuthRxific.

The Envi ronnent al Managenent and Devel -
opnent G aduate Studi es Programat the
Nati onal Centre for Devel opnent
Sudi es (N5, ANUexpressedits desireto
continuetodevel opitsrelationshipwth SR
throughthe trai ning of environnental officers
throughout the South Peci fic netions wihin degree
programmes i n envi ronnental nanagenent, and
through short courses taught in-country or in
Australia. This year NIDSi s hel ping the
BEwvi ronnental Mnagenent and H anni ng D vi si on
of SFEPtodevel optrainingnaterial sto assist
SuhRcificcoutriesnadlisefinand d resources
for environnental investnent. The Ewiromnenta
Managenent and Devel opnent Programand t he
Paci fic I'sl ands Programat N5 hope that the
future wl!l bring nore opportunities for themto
vork cooperativel y wth SR,

The del egat e of the Lhiversity of the South
Paci fic (USP) t hanked SPREP for the
invitationtoattend the Meting. USPhoped t hat
dringtheperiodd thenext ActionHRan, greater
cooper at i on woul d be achi eved bet ween USP and
SR, W8P and SPREP have worked closely in
thepast inareas suchas BA Qinat e Ghange ad
Bwironnental training. Apost graduate dipl ona
trai ni ng course i n envi ronnent nanagenent i s
bei ng devel oped and funds are bei ng sought . L8P
| ooks forward to nmai ntai ning its working
rel ationshipwth SHER

Q eenpeace Paci fi c wel cones t he wor k of
SRR, but believesit shoul dbetaking astrong
advocacy rdeinrd aiontoinportat internetiodl
eviromentd intiaives. Inparticd a SRPad
Menfoer countries shouldbetakingaleadingrde
inarticuainglnd genous Reod es rigts under the
Gnventionon Bo ogical Dversity. Geenpeace
bd i eves SRPshod dbetakinganarecriticd rde
inrdaiontodinate change and notes wth concern
initiatives by Australiato dimnishtheir
responsi bili ti es toreduce greerhouse gas ennssi on
@G eenpeace wel cones t he SPREP wor kshop on
hezardous vesteand rges d | govermerntstoratify
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the Vel gan Gonvertionand urges the Lhited Sates
toraifytheBesd Qrvetion Geepesce stragy
urges FRPtotake anadvocacy roein reation
to AsiaPacific Economic Gounci | (AFED and the
Vorl d Trade Qrgani zation’ s (WQ Trade and
Envi ronnent Gonmat t ee and not es wi t h concer n
New Zeal and’ s proposal for conpl enentarity
bet ween envi ronnental treati es and the WQ

The del egat e of the Uhited Nations Envi -
ronnent Programe (UNEP) referred to
the historical relationshi p UINEP has had wth
SPREP. He stated that reduction of sone
governnent contributions tothe UNhad af fected
certain planned activities between UNEP and
FPthis year. He sought conments and advi ce
fromother del egates onapaper dready circu ated

a theMetingoulinngsoned aredactivitiesfor
joint cooperation between the Asiaand Pacific
regi ons. The del egat e thus outl i ned a nuniber of
proects and activities UNEP had supparted e t her
directlywthRAG or through SRR,

M Edna Tait of UNESGOsent apol ogies to the
Meeting for not attending due to ot her
conmtnents. Inawitten statenent, she stated
that UNESQOparticul arly | ooks forward to
col | aborating in the Pacific Environnental
Infornati on Network project, andinthe area of
coastal and snal | i sl and nanagenent where t he
UNESQO (oast al Regi ons and Smal | 1 sl ands
project wll link wthactivities under the G
Srategic Action Frogramfor the Pacificinthe
Inernetiond Vetersfocd area
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