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4 Land tenure
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4.1 Introduction

Any assessment of environmental provisions relating to natural resources and land use
must be carried out against the background of the system of land tenure. Three significant
factors need to be borne in mind before any land use management or environmental issue
can be discussed:

. Almost all land in Kiribati belongs to the [-Kiribati except for the Phoenix and
Line Islands, small portions of reclaimed land owned by Government, and lands
belonging to the Catholic and Protestant churches.

. Rights and interests in I-Kiribati land are mostly acquired by inheritance and
gifting customs as codified in the Gilbert and Phoenix Islands Lands Code 1956
(Code). The various customs governing the acquisition of interests and rights to
land in the islands of Kiribati are defined in the Code. The Code documents
customs and practices in 1956 and, despite changes to a market economy, these
customs and practices continue to be highly relevant in Kiribati society today.

. Environmental management and resource conservation requires the co-operation
of landowners. As customary land tenure touches on all aspects of social
organisation - kinship, adoption, marriage, group affiliations - which involve in
one way or another the ownership, use and conveyance of land, it is important that
customary land use is understood if environmental management is to be effective.
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