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FOREWORD   
 

olomon Islands is a signatory to several Multilateral Environmental Agreements [MEAs] 
including the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity [UNCBD], United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change [UNFCCC] and United Nations 
Convention on Combating Desertification [UNCCD]. Being a signatory to the Conventions 
mean obligations stipulated under the different conventions are mandatory for the country. 

With implications that little has been undertaken to implement the obligations, a call for an 
assessment of the nation’s underlying system of management and governance in order to 
efficiently and effectively assess and address the environmental issues in the country was 
done, as well as to implement the obligations under the conventions. This was made possible 
by Global Environment Facility who funded the National Capacity Self Assessment project 
[NCSA] in a number of developing countries world-wide including the Solomon Islands. 
 
This process of assessing the individual, systemic and institutional levels to capture the gaps 
and constraints that exist within the different sectors, organisations and institutions in the 
country especially those that have direct influence over the environmental sector in the 
country was carried out over the 2005-2008 period. With the assessments as baseline, this 
Action Plan Document, the ‘National Environmental & Capacity Development Action Plan’ 
[NECDAP] of Solomon Islands was drawn up.  
 
Solomon Islands is graced with resources, a country richly endowed with both terrestrial and 
marine resources some of which are endemic to Solomon Islands. These very resources are 
the lifelines of our rural populace. Unfortunately, these very resources are being harvested in 
some cases in unsustainable manners due to the need for basic necessities in the rural areas, 
better lifestyle as well as a means of revenue for the Government thus a need for proper 
assessment and actions to ascertain that appropriate management strategies are in place to 
ensure that our very livelihood is secure. 
 
The NECDAP is a living document which is tailored to be user friendly and a tool for a wide 
diversity of users including the Non Government Organisations, the Community Based 
Organisations as well as the Provincial and National Government and those who aspire to 
target and address issues in the environmental and capacity areas in the Country. This 
document should also assist Solomon Islands realise its obligations under some of the 
conventions that the country is a signatory to. 
 
The document is fairly comprehensive as it was widely circulated in the different government 
sectors, non-government organisations, community based organisations, Private Sectors and 
the provincial governments. 
  
May I on behalf of the Solomon Islands Government and the Ministry of Environment, 
Conservation & Meteorology sincerely thank the Global Environment Facility [GEF] for 
funding assistance, Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme [SPREP] 
and United Nations Development Programme [UNDP] for continuous backstopping whilst 
implementing this important project in the country.  
 
 
 
Gordon Darcy Lilo (Hon MP) 
Minister of Environment, Conservation and Meteorology  
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