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REPORT ON | MPLEMENTATI ON OF PROGRAMVE OF WORK FOR THE
GLOBAL TAXONOWY | NI TI ATI VE

Programre of Work for the d obal Taxonony Initiative
Annex to Decision VI/8

Qperational Objective 1. Assess taxonom ¢ needs and capacities at national,
regi onal and gl obal levels for the inplenentation of the Convention

1. Has your country undertaken any taxonom c needs assessnents and identified
priorities in this regard?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but assessnent is under way

c) yes, sonme needs assessnments made (pl ease provide details) X

d) yes, conprehensive assessnents nade (please provi de details)

Further comments on country-based taxonom c needs assessments and identification of
priorities

The Bel au National Miseum published a limted country-based needs assessnent in 2004
with regard to terrestrial arthropods. Priorities identified included basic taxonomc
research and surveys to conplete the catal oguing of arthropod diversity with focus on
protected areas, caves, aquatic habitats and other fragile ecosystens.

2. Has your country worked with other countries in the region to undertake regiona
t axonom ¢ needs assessnents and identify priorities in this regard?

a) no (please specify the reasons) X

b) no, but sonme collaborative projects are being considered or
pl anned

c) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provide details)

d) yes, nmany activities undertaken (please provi de details)

Further comrents on regional taxononmic needs assessnent and identification of
priorities

Reason: No other NFPs have been identified for countries in our region (Cceania)

3. |Is your country involved in any activities as part of a global taxonom c needs
assessnent ?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide details)

Further conments on the involvenent in the activities for the global taxonom c needs
assessnent




4. |s your country undertaking any activities of public education and awareness to
pronote the inplenentati on of the programme of work for the GTI?

a) no X

b) yes, some programmes devel oped and sone activities undertaken
(pl ease provide details)

c) yes, conprehensive programres developed and nmany activities
undert aken (pl ease provi de details)

Further comments on public educati on and awar eness progranmes and activities

Operational objective 2. Provide focus to help build and maintain the systens
and infrastructure needed to obtain, collate and curate the biological
speci mens that are the basis for taxonom c know edge

5. Is your country working to strengthen global and regional capacity building to
support access to and generation of taxonomi c information!?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but sone progranmes under devel opnent

c) yes, limted capacity building (please provide details) X

d) yes, significant capacity building (please provide details)

Further comments on global and regional capacity building to support access to and
generation of taxonom c information

Human Capacity Buildi ng: Trained parataxononi sts are available at the Division of Fish
and Wldlife Protection (field identifications of protected, endangered and invasive
species); Mnistry of Agriculture (agricultural species, invasive species, quarantine
pests); Palau International Coral Reef Center (corals and Al gae); Palau Conservation
Soci ety (birds). In-country professional taxononmists are located at the Belau
Nati onal Museum (insects) and Pal au Coral Reef Foundation (marine invertebrates).

Infrastructure: Belau National Mseum established a Natural H story Section to build

synoptic collections of terrestrial plants and animals, which will contain specinmens
from Palau and other countries in Mcronesia. The nuseums collection features
taxonom ¢ and ethnographic data on plants with traditional medicinal uses. O her

significant taxonom c collection capacities in Palau include collections of corals and
marine algae at the Palau International Cor al Reef Center; medi ci nal mari ne
invertebrates at the Palau Coral Reef Foundation; and a conservation-oriented
collection of vertebrates and invertebrates at the Dvision of Fish and WIldlife
Prot ecti on.

6. Is your country working with other countries to create and/or strengthen the
networks for regional cooperation in taxonony?

a) no

b) no, but consultation is under way

c) no, but some plans and programmes are under devel opnent

d) yes, sone activities wundertaken for this purpose (please X
provi de details)

e) yes, conprehensive activities undertaken for this purpose

! Responses to question 5 are expected to focus on, but not limited to (a) human capacity building; (b) infrastructure
capacity building.




(pl ease provide details)

Further comments on strengthening of existing networks for regional cooperation in
t axonomny

Pal au Conservation Society actively networks wi th organi zati ons outside the country in
the area of taxononmic cooperation including, for exanple, Bird Life International,
SPREP (Sanmpa), FSPI (Fiji), United States Departnent of Interior and others. The
Pal au Coral Reef Foundation is a valuable bioprospecting network focus for the
Nati onal Cancer Institute. In-country representatives of the Nature Conservancy and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture serve as valuable international and regional focal
points for networking in the area of taxonom c cooperation.

Qper ati onal obj ective 3. Facilitate an i mproved and ef fective
infrastructure/ system for access to taxonomic information, with priority on
ensuring that countries of origin gain access to information concerning
el ements of their biodiversity

7. 1Is your country involved in the devel opnent of a coordinated global taxonomny
information system in particular the infrastructure to access digitized
dat a/i nf or mati on?

a) no

b) no, but sone plans are being considered X

c) yes, to alimted extent (please provide details)

d) yes, to a significant extent (please provide details)

Further comments on involvenment in the devel opnent of a coordinated global taxonony
informati on system

Several grants are under preparation by the Belau National Miseum for devel oping the
Il ocal information technol ogy necessary to share and access digitized data/infornation.
This will include networking the sizable holdings of many local library resources in
t axononmy such as those at the Division of Fish and Wldlife protection, Belau National
Museum Pal au Community Col |l ege, Palau Conservation Society, The Nature Conservancy,
Pal au I nternational Coral Reef Center and Pal au Coral Reef Foundati on.

Qperational objective 4. Wthin the major thematic work programes of the
Convention include key taxononmic objectives to generate infornmation needed
for decision-making in conservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity and its conponents

8. Has your country made any taxonomi c studies and inventories at the national |evel,
which provide a basic assessment of forest biological diversity, in particular in
areas under current threat for habitat conversion, or of high conservation val ue?

a) no (please provide the reasons)

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnment

c) yes, sone studies and inventories nade (please provi de details) X

d) yes, conprehensive studies and inventories nmade (please provide
detail s)

Furt her comments on taxonom ¢ studies and inventories made for a basic assessnent of
forest biological diversity

I nventories: Pal au Conservation Society inventory of forest birds: A 1991 national
inventory of forest birds will be repeated in 2005 with funding from Bird Life
I nternational. The Nature Conservancy has recently conducted a forest plant survey

and a LANDSAT renote sensing forest survey of Palau. A 1997 Smithsonian Institution
her pet of auna survey catal ogued Pal au’s forest reptil es and anphi bi ans.




9. Has your country undertaken any taxonomy-related activities relating to mari ne and
coastal biodiversity, in particular taxonomc work related to identification of
bal l ast water organisnms and nonitoring health of nmangrove systens through their
i nvertebrate fauna?

a) no

b) not applicable

c) no, but some programmes are under devel opnent

d) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provide details) X

e) yes, many neasures undertaken (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on taxonony-related activities identified in the progranmme of work on
mari ne and coastal biodiversity

No taxonomi c surveys involving ballast water organisms or nangrove nonitoring have
been published. Oher marine and coastal surveys include species-specific surveys of
crocodil es and dugongs (The Nature Conservancy) and a survey of sea grasses for
nonitoring certain protected marine areas.

10. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support for inplenenting relevant actions
identified in the programme of work on dry and sub-humd |ands biodiversity, in
particular identification of key indicator taxa |like |ichens?

a) no (please provide reasons and plans for inprovenent)

b) not applicable X

c) no, but some programmes are under devel opnent

d) yes, sone activities undertaken(pl ease provi de details)

e) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further coments on taxonomic support for inplenenting the programme of work on dry
and sub-huni d | ands bi odiversity

11. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support for inplenenting relevant actions
identified in the programme of work on inland waters biodiversity, in particular
regional guides to freshwater fish and invertebrates as an input to ecosystem
monitoring for river and | ake heal th?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opment

c) yes, sonme activities undertaken(pl ease provide details) X

d) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further coments on taxonomi c support for the inplenentation of the programme of work
on inland waters biodiversity

The Nature Conservancy has conducted a survey of fish of one inland water body, Lake
Ngar dok.

12. Has your country undertaken any taxonony-related activities identified in the
progranme of work on agricultural biodiversity as well as relevant activities
identified in the International Pollinator Initiative and the International Soi
Bi odi versity Initiative?

a) no X

b) no, but sone activities are being planned

c) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provide details)




d) yes, conprehensive activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further comrents on taxonony-related activities for the inplementation of the
programme of work on agricultural biodiversity

13. |Is your country devel oping any taxonom c support for the inplenentation of the
progranme of work on nmountain biodiversity, in particular identification of
bi odi versity conponents uni que to nountain ecosystens?

a) no X

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel oprment

c) yes, limted support (please provide details)

d) yes, significant support (please provide details)

Further coments on taxonom c support for the inplenentation of the programme of work
on nount ai n bi odi versity

There are no traditional nountain habitats in Pal au.

14. Has your country developed taxonom c support for the inplenentation of the
progranme of work on protected areas?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, sone programmes in place and are being inplenented (please
provi de details)

d) yes, conprehensive programres are being inplenmented (please | X
provi de details)

Further coments on taxonom c support provided to the inplenmentation of the progranmme
of work on protected areas

Pal au has a national statute establishing a network of protected areas. The prinmary
responsibility for inplenenting this legislation is the Division of Fish and Wldlife
Protection. Taxonomi ¢ support for the initiative includes the taxonom c collections
of the Division and the Bel au National Museum The Nature Conservancy has a study on
the sustainable financing of marine fish spawning sites that are protected under the
national statute

Operational objective 5. Wthin the work on cross-cutting issues of the
Convention include key taxonomi c objectives to generate information needed
for decision-making in conservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity and its conponents

15. Has your country taken any neasures to strengthen capacity for the inventory and
classification of biodiversity and its conponents in the devel opnent of a national
strategy on access and benefit-sharing?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent X

c) yes, sone neasures taken (please provide details)

d) yes, conprehensive neasures taken (please provide details)

Further comments on the neasures to strengthen capacity for the inventory and
classification of biodiversity and its conponents in the devel opnent of a nationa
strategy on access and benefit-sharing




Pal au’s National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) is currently under
devel opment .

16. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support to address the issues of invasive
al i en speci es?

a) no

b) no, but relevant policy and programe under devel oprment

c) yes, some policies and programmes in place (please provide
detail s)

d) yes, conprehensive policies and programmes in place (please | X
provi de details)

Further comments on taxonom c support to address the issues of invasive alien species

Pal au has an interagency invasive species conmmttee that provides policy and program

gui dance for the managenent of alien species. Exanpl es of current prograns include
eradi cation prograns that target Mkania (an invasive plant species) and Tilapia
(invasive fish species). Taxonomi ¢ support for the agencies involved in quarantine

and eradication prograns is primarily internal with ad hoc consultations available
fromthe Bel au National Museum and various foreign universities and agenci es.

17. Has your country developed taxonomic information system to support the
mai nt enance, preservation and protection of traditional know edge, innovations and
practices of indigenous and |ocal conmunities in accordance with Article 8(j) and
rel ated provisions?

a) no

b) not applicable

c) no, but some programmes are under devel opnent

d) yes, sonme activities undertaken but a systemis not in place yet | X
(pl ease provide detail s)

e) yes, a taxonomic information system in place (please provide
detail s)

Further comments on the taxonomic information system to support the naintenance,
preservation and protection of traditional know edge, innovations and practices of
i ndi genous and | ocal comunities

Activities include local societies supported by Palau Conservation Society and the
studi es of the ethnobotanist on staff at the Bel au Nati onal Miseum

18. Has your country undertaken any taxonony-related activities that support the
impl enentati on of the ecosystem approach and the work in the field of assessnents,
noni toring and i ndi cators?

a) no X

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel oprment

c) yes, sone programes in place (please provide details)

d) yes, conprehensive programes in place (please provide details)

Further comments on progranmes and activities to support the inplenentation of the
ecosyst em approach and the work in the field of assessnents, nonitoring and indicators




If your country wshes to provide additional information on
i mplementation of this progranme of work, please do so in the
fol |l owi ng space

The consensus of the stakeholders was that a priority need is to continue basic
research in taxonony. Cataloguing of the biodiversity of Palau and other small island
nations is far from conplete. The fragility of island habitats in the face of
economi ¢ devel opnent gives urgency to the task of cataloguing island biodiversity.
Synoptic and regional taxonomic collections are a key need in this respect.

Anot her conpelling issue to many stakeholders was the need to develop country and
regional field guides suitable for taxonom c research.




