TONGA.

Site selection in Tonga was undertaken by a review of available published and unpublished information (Watling and Faka’osi 2007).  In addition a consultation process, with representatives of government, NGOs and local communities, was undertaken, in a workshop format, to identify sites and key threats to sites/conservation.  In total 7 sites were identified and have been proposed as IBAs.  
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Summary Table for Tonga.

(All sites are currently only proposed as IBAs)
	Site Name
	Site Code
	Site Area (ha)
	Criteria
	Key Threats
	Protection Status

	Niuafo'ou
	TON001
	5800
	A1, A2
	Unsustainable harvesting, invasive spp ( cats, dogs and pigs).
	

	Fonualei
	TON002
	400
	A1, A2, A4ii
	Volcanic eruption
	

	Late
	TON003
	1500
	A1, A2, A4ii, A4iii
	Invasive spp.
	

	Maninita, Taula, Lualoli
	TopN004
	13
	A2, A4i, A4iii
	Exploitation.
	The Otu Motu Lalo Reserve has been proposed to cover these islands.

	Tofua
	TON005
	4660
	A2
	Forest clearance for agriculture
	

	Hunga Ha'apai, Hunga Tonga Islands
	TON006
	110
	A1, A2
	Unsustainable harvesting of seabirds and their eggs
	

	'Ata Island
	TON007
	230
	A2, A4i, A4ii, A4iii
	Invasive spp, hunting
	


Next steps for developing a site-based conservation programme in Tonga.

1. Involve local communities, NGOs, land-users and all other stakeholders.  This process has been initiated as part of the IBA identification process.  Further discussions with the communities is needed to identify any opportunities for the provision of livelihoods that maintain or improve the relevant habitats. 

2. Monitor IBAs to understand changes and provide feedback to conservation and policy mechanisms.  A number of the seabird population estimates are based on old (>30 year old datasets).  Updating these estimates would be a very useful exercise.

3. Integrate IBA conservation strategy into environmental policy.  

Prioritising IBAs for action in Tonga.

	Rank
	Site Name
	Site Code
	CR
	EN
	VU
	A4
	NT
	RR

	1
	Fonualei
	TON002
	
	1
	1
	1
	
	2

	2
	Niuafo'ou
	TON001
	
	1
	
	
	
	3

	3
	Late
	TON003
	
	
	1
	1
	1
	7

	4
	Hunga Ha'apai, Hunga Tonga Islands
	TON006
	
	
	1
	
	
	4

	5
	'Ata Island
	TON007
	
	
	
	7
	
	1

	6
	Maninita, Taula, Lualoli
	TON004
	
	
	
	2
	
	1

	7
	Tofua
	TON005
	
	
	
	
	
	7


