SOLOMON ISLANDS.

Site selection in the Solomon Islands was undertaken by a review of available published and unpublished information (Filardi, Boseto & Filardi 2007).  This report suggested 19 sites for inclusion as IBAs, six of which have been proposed at this stage.  There is no question that parts of the remaining sites also have sufficient populations of globally-threatened species, but that at this stage the information is not sufficiently robust.  It is expected, however, that many of the remaining 13 sites (as well as a number of other sites) will be proposed in the foreseeable future.  
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Summary Table for the Solomon Islands.

(All sites are currently only proposed as IBAs)

	Site Name
	Site Code
	Site Area (ha)
	Criteria
	Key Threats
	Protection Status

	Kolombangara
	SO001
	0
	A1, A2
	Logging
	Kolombangara Forest Reserve forms part of site

	Vella Lavella and adjacent islands
	SO002
	0
	A1, A2
	Logging
	

	Mount Maetambae
	SO003
	0
	A1, A2
	Logging
	

	Mount Makarakomburu
	SO004
	0
	A1, A2
	Logging, Invasives (Black Rat, cat and pigs).  Mining
	Guadalcanal Cloud Forest  Site forms part of site

	Bauro Highlands
	SO005
	0
	A1, A2
	Logging, Invasives, Population growth
	

	Central Malaitan Highlands
	SO006
	0
	A1, A2
	Population Growth, Logging
	


Other sites  being considered for IBA status.

1. Marovo-Tetepare complex, Western Province.

2. North New Georgia, Western Province.

3. South Choiseul, Arnavon Islands and northwest Isabel.
4. Mount Kubamitu, Isabel.

5. Shortland Islands, Choiseul/Isabel.

6. Ortega Channel/San Jorge, Choiseul/Isabel.

7. Lauvi, southcentral Guadalcanal

8. High elevation palm forest, eastern uplands, Guadalcanal

9. Northern Grasslands, Guadalcanal.

10. West Makira Swamps, Makira.

11. Maramasike – Are’Are, Malaita

12. Rennell

13. Vanikoro, Nendo, Temotu/Santa Cruz Islands

Next steps for developing a site-based conservation programme in the Solomon Islands.


1. Survey poorly known sites, and identify additional IBAs, as necessary.  As mentioned above, there are a large number of potential sites that require further information before being proposed as IBAs.  Whether this information can be obtained from notebooks, etc, or if further fieldwork is required is currently unclear but needs to be assessed.

2. Involve local communities, NGOs, land-users and all other stakeholders.  Considerable progress has been made on this at a number of sites.  Maintaining this level of involvement is an essential prerequisite in order to deliver conservation benefits in the Solomons.

3. Develop collaboration with and between conservation and development stakeholders.  A number of sites are being actively developed, either through logging or through mining activities.  Collaboration is the most likely way of achieving conservation success stories in the country.

Priority Sites in the Solomon Islands.

	Rank
	Site Name
	Site Code
	CR
	EN
	VU
	A4
	NT
	RR

	1
	Bauro Highlands
	SO005
	1
	
	3
	
	5
	7

	2
	Kolombangara
	SO001
	1#
	
	2
	
	5
	1

	3
	Mount Maetambae
	SO003
	
	1
	5
	
	
	

	4
	Vella Lavella and adjacent islands
	SO002
	
	1
	1
	
	3
	

	5
	Mount Makarakomburu
	SO004
	
	
	3
	
	3
	

	6
	Central Malaitan Highlands
	SO006
	
	
	2
	
	3
	2


#indicates a species classed as ‘data deficient’
This prioritisation is known to be based on an incomplete species lists for each site and so should be considered as very preliminary at this stage.
