SAMOA.

Site selection on Samoa was undertaken through a combination of a review of available, published and unpublished, information together with follow up field surveys at targeted sites (Schuster 2010).  All six sites selected to date contain both globally-threatened and restricted-range species.  There is, as yet, no information on seabird colonies either on these sites, or elsewhere in Samoa.  
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Summary Table for Samoa.

(All sites have been confirmed as IBAs).






	Site Name
	Site Code
	Site Area (ha)
	Criteria
	Key Threats
	Protection Status

	Aleipata Marine Protected Area
	WS001
	5035
	A1, A2
	Invasive spp.  Rat eradication has been attempted recently, early signs are encouraging, pigs still present on island.
	The Aleipata Marine Protected Area covers the same boundaries, Nu’utele Islands also have protection status.

	Eastern Upolo craters
	WS002
	4759
	A1, A2
	Land clearance for agriculture intensification, development.
	

	Uafato-Tiavea forest
	WS003
	2330
	A1, A2
	
	Uafato Community Conservation Area covers the western part of the site.

	O Le Pupu-Pu'e National Park
	WS004
	4228
	A1, A2
	Cyclones
	O Le Pupu Pu’e National Park and Togitogiga Reserve are within the site boundaries.

	Apia catchments
	WS005
	8266
	A1, A2
	Small-scale land clearance, cyclones, development and invasive plant spp.
	Lake Lanoto’o National Park and Mt Vaea Botanical Reserve are both within the site boundaries.

	Central Savaii rainforest
	WS006
	72699
	A1, A2
	Logging along lower slopes, forest fires and cyclones.
	Three National Parks, Asau-Falelima NP, Lata NP and Mauga Salafai NP, are within the site boundaries.


Next steps for developing a site-based conservation programme In Samoa.

1. Involve local communities, NGOs, land-users and all other stakeholders.  Considerable effort has already been expended on stakeholder involvement during the identification of these proposed IBAs.  This needs to be continued in order to develop favourable conservation outcomes for the sites.
2. Monitor IBAs to understand changes and provide feedback to conservation and policy mechanisms.  

3. Survey poorly known sites and identify additional IBAs as necessary.  A number of sites were considered for proposal as IBAs but have not been proposed due to insufficient information.  Further data from these sites would be of benefit.  There are, as yet, no important seabird sites in Samoa.  Counts of seabird colonies, both in the Aleipata IBA and elsewhere in Samoa may identify important sites for these species.
Prioritising IBAs for Action in Samoa.
	Rank
	Site Name
	Site Code
	CR
	EN
	VU
	A4
	NT
	RR

	1
	Central Savaii rainforest
	WS006
	1*
	2
	3*
	
	1
	12

	2=
	Apia catchments
	WS005
	
	2
	1
	
	1
	12

	2=
	Eastern Upolo craters
	WS002
	
	2
	1
	
	1
	12

	4=
	Uafato-Tiavea forest
	WS003
	
	2
	1
	
	1
	11

	4=
	O Le Pupu-Pu'e National Park
	WS004
	
	2
	1
	
	1
	11

	6
	Aleipata Marine Protected Area
	WS001
	
	1
	2
	
	
	12


*represents a species that is endemic to the site.
