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Conventions Used
Conventions used

Bird names (common and scientific), systematic order and species limits follow Sibley and Monroe (1990,1993). Mammal names (common and scientific) and species limits follow IUCN (2006). Reptile names (common and scientific) follow IUCN (2006). Plant names (scientific) follow IUCN (2006). 
Glossary of Terms

Endemic Bird Area (EBA) refers to an area  to which the global breeding ranges of two or more restricted-range bird species are entirely confined (Stattersfield et al. 1998).

Globally Threatened Species refer to a species listed as critical, endangered or vulnerable by IUCN (2006); the term excludes species listed as near threatened or data deficient.  
Important Bird Area (IBA) refers to an internationally important area for bird conservation at the global, regional or national level, based upon standard, internationally recognized criteria.

Protected area refers to an area designated as a nature reserve, national park, marine national park, managed resource wetland, habitat/species management area including forest conservation area.

Ramsar Site refers to a wetland of international importance designated under the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat (Ramsar Convention)

Restricted-range bird species refers to a bird species with a global breeding range of less than 50,000 sq. km (Stattersfield et al. 1998).

Secondary Area (SA) refers to an area that supports one or more restricted-range species but has less than two entirely confined to it (Stattersfield et al. 1998).     

Abbreviations and acronyms used

CBD - Convention on Biological Diversity

EBA - Endemic Bird Area

IBA - Important Bird Area

NGO – Non-governmental Orgnization

SA - Secondary Area

SPBCP - South Pacific Biodiversity Conservation Program
SPREP - South Pacific Regional Environmental Programme

Disclaimer

The representation of geographical entities in this directory does not imply any expression on the part of the author or the BirdLife Pacific Partnership or BirdLife International concerning the legal status of any country, territory or sea, or concerning the delineation of its frontiers and boundaries. The opinions expressed within the directory are those of the author, and do not neccessarily reflect the opinions of the BirdLife Pacific Partnership or BirdLife International. The author takes full responsibility for the accuracy of the information presented within the directory.
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1.
Background

1.1
Introduction

The Tuvalu archipelago consist of six true atolls and three reef islands. It is the fourth smallest nation in the world. Being only four metres above sea level at its highest point it is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, including both sea leve rises and intensified cyclones. If the full diversity of the country’s natural habitats, communities and species is to be maintained, the principle of environmentally sustainable development must be adopted by all sectors of society. In order to avoid developments that are inconsistent with the conservation of the nation’s most biologically important sites and ensure that conservation action is targeted at the highest priority sites, it is essential that accurate, up-to-date information on the conservation importance of sites is made available to government institutions, donor agencies and civil society organizations, including NGOs. It is also essential that such information is based upon clear, objective and universally accepted criteria.
This directory is a contribution to the conservation planning in Tuvalu for the 21st Century. Its publication comes at a time when the Government of Tuvalu has ratified the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) reaffirming its commitments to sustainable development and the conservation of biodiversity. In support of these commitments, the directory uses birds as indicators to identify a set of internationally important sites for biodiversity conservation. Birds are used because they are an important conservation focus in their own right, and because they have been shown to be effective indicators of biodiversity in other taxonomic groups, especailly when used to define networks of priority sites for conservation (Howard et al. 1998; Burgess et al. 2002).
This analysis forms part of the global Important Bird Area (IBA) programme, coordinated by BirdLife International, which aims to identify and protect a network of critical sites for the world’s birds. The IBA programme began in Europe in 1985 (Grimmett and Jones 1985), and was adopted as a global initiative by BirdLife International at the beginning of the 1994 World Conference. The IBA programme has proved to be a very cost-effective and flexible way of identifying and promoting coherent and organized action for priority sites for birds and biodiversity at the regional, national and local levels. To date, IBAs have been identified for all countries in Europe (Heath and Evans 2000), Africa (Fishpool and Evans 2001), and several individual countries in Asia. Based upon the current work to date, it is expected to identify approximately 14,000 IBA sites worldwide. In the South Pacific, the IBA programme is being coordinated by the BirdLife Pacific Partnership and BirdLife International.
1.2
Aim and objectives of the directory

The aim of this directory is to promote the conservation of a set of internationally important sites for the conservation of birds and biodiversity in Tuvalu. The objectives of the directory are to:

· Present data on internationally important sites for the conservation of birds and other biodiversity in a standardized and clear format.
· Assist Tuvalu to meet its obligations under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance by, in the first case, identifying candidate sites for inclusion within a representative system of protected areas, and in the second case, identifying candidate marine sites for nomination as Ramsar sites.

· Inform decision makers at local, national and international levels of the biodiversity values of sites and of the threats to these values.

· Identify clear priorities for site-based conservation action, and to encourage government institutions, donor agencies and civil society organizations to address them.

· Provide a centralized source of information for use in education, training and environmental awareness.
· Provide information on key sites for birds and biodiversity in a format that can be used by birdwatchers and thereby, support the development of ecotourism in Tuvalu. 

1.3
General Information on Tuvalu
Location and Political Units: The nation of Tuvalu comprises nine atolls and island groups stretching from Nanumea in the north to Niulakita in the south. The islands are located between 5-10o South and 176-179o East over a distance of 680 km, approximately in a NW-SE line. While the total land area is only 26 sq. km, this is spread over a large sea area of 1.3 million sq. km. The furthest island, Nanumea, is 455 km from the capital, Funafuti.

Topography: The Tuvalu archipelago consist of six true atolls and three reef islands. The true atolls are Funafuti, Nanumea, Nui, Nukufetau, and Nukulaelae, while Nanumaga, Niulakita, and Niutao are single islands. The last three have small salt-water ponds, while Nanumea has a fresh water pond, unusual for an atoll. The islands include Niulakita, Nukulaelae, Funafuti, Nukufetau, Vaitupu, Nui, Niutao, Nanumaga (Nanumanga), and Nanumea.

Climate: The climate of Tuvalu is tropical marine being influenced by the south-east Pacific trade wind belt with a wet westerly and dry easterly season. The wet months are November to April and the drier months from May to October. The mean annual rainfall for Funafuti is 3,000 mm, but can reach 4,000 mm per annum. Dry periods are more severe in the northern islands of the group, particualrly Nanumea, Niutao and Nanumaga, notably in the months August to October. Drier years are associated with a positive Southern Oscillation Index, with drier than average years occurring in 1950, 1964, 1975, 1976, 1988 and 1999.
Tuvalu lies well within the tropical cyclone belt and significant cyclones have occurred on average with a 10-year frequency; a total of 31 have been recorded since 1940. Tuvalu has been experiencing an apparent increase in the frequency of storms since the late 1980’s. Much of the increase may be attributed to better record keeping and natural cyclical shifts in weather patterns in the Pacific, though global warming brought on by human activities may be contributing to an intensification of cyclones. 

The inability of Tuvalu soils to hold surface water for long periods can have a serious effect on the vegetation, and severe droughts with three to four months without rain have been recorded.
Population: The population of Tuvalu was estimated at 11,992 in July 2007. Ninety-six per cent of the people are Polynesian and four per cent are Micronesian.
The Table below lists demographics based on the census of 2002.

	Island
	Total
	Households
	Land Area
sq.km
	Density
per sq.km

	
	Total
	Male
	Female
	
	
	

	Funafuti
	4,492
	2,281
	2,211
	639
	2.79
	1610

	Nanumaga
	589
	276
	313
	119
	2.78
	212

	Nanumea
	664
	305
	359
	128
	3.87
	172

	Niulakita
	35
	19
	16
	8
	0.42
	83

	Niutao
	663
	314
	349
	143
	2.53
	262

	Nui
	548
	263
	285
	108
	2.83
	194

	Nukufetau
	586
	286
	300
	118
	2.99
	196

	Nukulaelae
	393
	186
	207
	68
	1.82
	216

	Vaitupu
	1,591
	799
	792
	237
	5.6
	284

	Totals:
	9,561
	4,729
	4,832
	1,568
	25.63
	3229


Economics: Tuvalu’s economy suffers from the typical Pacific island problems of geographic isolation, few resources, and a small population. The country has no known mineral resources and few exports. Subsistence farming and fishing are the primary economic activities. The islands are too small and too remote for development of a large-scale tourist industry. Government revenues largely come from the sale of stamps and coins and worker remittances. About 1,000 Tuvaluans work in Nauru in the phosphate mining industry. Nauru has begun repatriating Tuvaluans however as phosphate resources decline which will present additional problems for Tuvalu's already stretched economy. Substantial income is received annually from an international trust fund established in 1987 by Australia New Zealand and the UK and supported also by Japan and South Korea. In an effort to reduce its dependence on foreign aid the government is pursuing public sector reforms including privatization of some government functions and personnel cuts of up to seven per cent.
Environment: Environmental dangers include uncontrolled spread of the crown of thorns starfish, which flourishes in deepened channels and is destructive to coral reefs; erosion of beachheads from the use of sand for building materials; and excessive clearance of forest undergrowth for firewood. About 40 per cent of Funafuti is uninhabitable because the United Kingdom authorized the US to dig an airstrip out of the coral bed during World War II. Global warming and the related rise of sea levels are also a significant environmental concern for Tuvalu's residents. The encroachment of sea water also poses a threat of contamination to the nation's limited water supply, whose purity is already at risk due to untreated sewage and the by-products of the mining industry and farming. Natural hazards include earthquakes, cyclones, and volcanic activity. In 1986, the government approved the first phase of an EC-financed sea-wall system to protect the coast. Current fishing methods threaten Tuvalu's marine life. The green sea turtle, hawksbill turtle, bay shark, and the leatherback turtle are endangered.

1.4
Biodiversity Conservation in Tuvalu
Biodiversity Values: The marine environment is comprised of six major ecosystem types (oceanic, outer reef, lagoonal, back reef, lagoon floor, patch reefs and natural channels between the ocean and lagoon). These ecosystems produce the sediment required for island building and maintenance and support communities of corals, other invertebrates, algae, plankton, fish and marine mammals and reptiles. 

The soil of Tuvalu is generally of poor quality, and only supports a limited variety of flora. Indigenous plants are rare because of habitat modifications such as the extensive planting of coconuts and other food plants by early settlers. There are probably 200 plant species in Tuvalu, 50 of which are possibly indigenous (Lane, 1993). There are probably no indigenous land mammals, though there are indigenous birds (28 species), insects, land crabs and a few species of lizards of which only one has been confirmed to be endemic. 

Threats: There 
Conservation Action: Tuvalu has actively participated in various national, regional, and international capacity-building environmental initiatives. One such initiative is the UNDP-funded South Pacific Regional Capacity 21 programmes through which the country focused its efforts on the development and formulation of a National Environmental Strategy (NEMS). The NEMS provided a framework for environmental efforts in Tuvalu and enabled the development of key environmental policies that have guided the sustainable management of Tuvalu’s limited resources over the past years. 

Tuvalu signed the Convention on Biological Diversity in 1992 and only ratified it on 20 December 2002. 

Tuvalu has not been fortunate enough to develop its NBSAP although, as mentioned earlier, there have been similar or related documents produced such as the (NEMs), which have been the basis for environment management in the country over the past few years. The intended strategy will involve the establishment of the country’s objectives on the following: biodiversity conservation; sustainable use of biological resources; equitable sharing of benefits; conservation of agro-biodiversity; biosafety. 
The sets of objectives developed will then be defined in order to provide a clear path on how they will be achieved. Following completion of the strategy, action plans will be developed to implement the strategy. These action plans will define institutional roles and responsibilities and also identify the necessary resources and timescale for implementing the strategy. 

Tuvalu is currently working to implement the Whale and Dolphin Action Plan and also the Regional Action Plan on Turtles in collaboration with the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP). 

Protected Areas: Tuvalu has established six conservation areas on six of its nine islands with only one being regulated under a formal legislation while the rest through traditional management systems. Preparations are underway to expand its protected area networks. This will be identified under the National Biodiversity Strategy. 

1.5
The Birds of Tuvalu
A total of 35 species have been confirmed from Tuvalu. These comprise 13 breeding species, nine species, of which are seabirds. The other three include the Eastern Reef Heron, the Banded Rail and the Pacific Pigeon, all of which have wide distributions; the introduced Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus also occurs. The migrant species include eight species of shorebird, nine further species of seabirds, as well as the Mallard and the Long-taild Cuckoo. The only notable globally thretened species is the Bristle-thighed Curlew Numenius tahitiensis.
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2.
Methodology

2.1
What are IBAs

Important Bird Areas (IBAs) are sites of international importance for bird conservation at the global, regional or national level, based upon standard, internationally recognized criteria. IBAs are not only important for birds, but typically support a wide range of other important animal and plant species. Furthermore, many IBAs are also significant for human welfare and economic well-being, through protecting catchments, providing flood control or as a source of natural resources.

IBAs are a practical tool for conservation but the are only one of a variety of approaches. The conservation needs of some bird species are not adequately addressed by the IBA approach alone, for example raptor species that occur at low densities over wide areas, or colonially nesting species that disperse widely during the non-breeding season. In addition, IBAs  do not necessarily correspond to important areas for the conservation of other taxonomic groups; for example, marine ecosystems are typically under-represented within IBAs. Consequently, IBAs should form part of an integrated approach to conservation that also includes landscapes, habitat and species-focused measures. Nevertheless, IBAs have proven to be a widely applicable and cost-effective means of identifying priorities and generating support for site-based conservation action.
In summary, IBAs are: 

· Critical sites for the conservation of birds and biodiversity

· Places of international importance

· Practical targets for conservation action

· Selected according to internationally recognized criteria

· Used both to reinforce and compliment existing protected area networks
· Used as part of a wider approach to conservation

2.2
Biological Rationale

Protection of a network of sites that supports as wide a range of species and natural habitats is one approach to conservation, and forms the basis of most protected area networks. Many species may be effectively conserved by this approach, because it is often possible to identify a relatively small set of sites that supports a wide range of species within a given country or region. When taken together, these sites form a network throughout the species’ range, which may be considered as the minimum essential to ensure their survival.

In this directory, birds are used as the basis for such a network, and the individual sites are termed IBAs. Birds are used for a number of reasons. Firstly, they are an important conservation focus in their own right, as they perform ecological roles essential to the function of ecosystems, such as seed dispersal and pollination. They also have high cultural significance in Tuvalu and around the world, and have economic values, particularly as a basis of ecotourism, an increasingly important part of the Tuvalu economy. Secondly, as a group, birds have a number of features that make them suitable tools for conservation planning. They contain high numbers of globally threatened and endemic species, and have well understood distributions and habitat requirements. They are also possible to record and identify in the field, are good indicators of habitat condition and human disturbance, and can act as flagships for conservation. Studies in other countries have shown that birds can be a highly efficient means of setting conservation priorities in the absence of detailed data on other taxa (Howard et al. 1998; Burgess et al., 2002). Thus, although the Tuvalu IBA network is based on birds, its protection would ensure the survival of a correspondingly large number of taxonomic groups.
2.3
Criteria for IBA Identfication

In Europe, three categories of IBAs have been defined: globally important, regionally important; and nationally important (Grimmett and Jones, 1989). In Tuvalu, however, due to constraints of time, resources and information, only globally important IBAs wee identified during the first phase of the IBA programme. In the future, when more detailed information becomes available, it may be desirable to identify regionally and/or nationally important IBAs in Tuvalu. At that stage, it will be necessary to apply additional criteria. 

The criteria used to identify IBAs in Tuvalu were the standard ones used to identify globally important IBAs in other countries (Table 1). In order to ensure consistency and comparability with other countries, the criteria were applied objectively and consistently. In some instances, it was necessary to interpret the criteria in a way that was relevant to the Tuvalu context. All such instances are explained in the accompanying text.
Table 1.
Summary of Global IBA Criteria

	Category
	Criterion
	Notes

	A1. Globally threatened species
	The site regularly holds significant numbers of a globally threatened bird species, or other bird species of global conservation concern.
	The site qualifies if it is known or thought to hold a population of a bird species categorized as critical, endangered, vulnerable, conservation dependent or data deficient.

	A2. Restricted-range species
	The site is known or thought to hold a significant component of the restricted-range bird species whose breeding distributions define an Endemic Bird Area (EBA) or Secondary Area (SA).
	The site qualifies if it forms one of a set selected to ensure that, as far as possible, all restricted-range bird species of an EBA or SA are present in significant numbers within at least one site and, preferably, more   

	A3. Biome restricted assemblages
	The site is known or thought to hold a significant component of the group of bird species whose distributions are largely or wholly confined to one biome.
	The site qualifies if it forms one of a set selected to ensure that, as far as possible, all biome-restricted bird species bird species are adequately represented.

	A4. Congregations


	(i) The site is known or thought to hold, on a regular basis > 1 % of a biogeographical population of a congregatory waterbird species
	This applies to waterfowl species as defined in Rose and Scott (1997). Thresholds are set by combining flyway populations within Asia. For species lacking quantitative data, thresholds are set by estimating 1 % of the Pacific biogeographical population.

	
	(ii) The site is known or thought to hold, on a regular basis, > 1 % of the global population of a congregatory seabird or terrestrial species  
	This applies to terrestrial species and those seabird species not covered in Rose and Scott (1997). When quantitative data are lacking, numerical thresholds are set by estimating 1 % of the global population. 

	
	(iii) The site is known or thought to hold, on a regular basis, > 20,000 waterbirds or > 10,000 pairs of seabirds of one or more species.
	This is the Ramsar criterion for waterbirds, the use of which is discouraged whenever data are good enough to permit the use of (i) and (ii).

	
	(iv) The site is known or thought to exceed thresholds set for migratory species at bottleneck sites
	Thresholds are set regionally or internationally as appropriate (in the Pacific, a site qualifies if a combined total of  > 20,000 migrating individuals of all wader species pass through it in a single migration season).


Category A1: Globally threatened species
Criterion: The site regularly holds significant numbers of a globally threatened bird species, or other bird species of global conservation concern.
Notes:
· This category refer to bird species classified as globally critical, endangered, vulnerable, conservation dependent or data deficient according to BirdLife International (2001). The last two categories, although not strictly globally threatened, were considered to be of sufficient conservation concern to be used for the identification of globally important IBA. However, no conservation dependent or data deficient species are known to occur in Tuvalu.

· According to BirdLife International (2007), one endangered and 1 vulnerable bird species occur in Tuvalu. 
· The words ‘regular’ and ‘significant’ in the definition of this criterion are intended to exclude sites that are not judged to be important for the conservation of that species. Sites qualify as IBAs if the species in question is only present seasonally, or even if it occurs at longer intervals (for example, if suitable conditions themselves occur only at extended intervals, such as temporary wetlands). However, sites do not qualify if the species only occurs as a vagrant, occurs only marginally or is known only from historical records.

· In Tuvalu, the majority of recent evidence for the occurrence of globally threatened species at sites is restricted to only a handful of records, reflecting the limited coverage on the island. Consequently, it was very difficult to assess which sites regularly support significant populations of a particular globally threatened species. In order to apply this criterion consistently, therfore, it was interpreted as follows. For waterbird and open country bird species for which data on numbers of individuals recorded at a site were considered to be a relatively accurate reflection (to within 100 %) of numbers of birds present, the occurrence of 10 or more individuals in the majority of recent years for which data are available was considered sufficient evidence for a site to meet criterion A1. For other species, a single recent confirmed record in part of its Tuvalu range where it is known or thought to be a resident or regular visitor was considered sufficient evidence for a site to meet criterion A1 (regardless of the number of individuals recorded), unless there had been no recent confirmed records of the species in the last 10 years, despite regular ornithological survey effort.
· Every site in Tuvalu confirmed to regularly hold significant numbers of a globally critical, endangered, vulnerable or near threatened bird species was identified as an IBA.
Category A2: Restricted-range species

Criterion: The site is known or thought to hold a significant component of a group of bird species whose breeding distributions define an Endemic Bird Area (EBA) or Secondary Area (SA).
Notes:

· This category refers to restricted-range bird species, which are species with a total global breeding range of less than 50,000 km2. Areas to which the global breeding ranges of two or more restricted-range species are entirely confined are termed Endemic Bird Areas (EBAs), while areas that support one or more restricted-range species but have less than two two species confined to them are termed Secondary Areas (SAs) (Stattersfield et al. 1998).
· Sites that only support common or adaptable restricted-range species, which occur at many sites with the EBA or SA, did not necessarily qualify as IBAs. Where possible, each restricted-range species (in Tuvalu) was represented within at least three IBAs.    
Category A4: Congregations
A site may qualify if it meets any one of the four criteria listed below: 

Criterion A4i: The site is known or thought to hold, on a regular basis, > 1% of a biogeographical population of a congregatory waterbird species.
Criterion A4ii: The site is known or thought to hold, on a regular basis, > 1% of the global population of a congregatory seabird or terrestrial species.
Criterion A4iii: The site is known or thought to hold, on a regular basis, > 20,000 waterbirds or  > 10,000 pairs of seabirds of one or more species.
Criterion A4iv: The site is known or thought to exceed thresholds set for migratory species at bottleneck sites (a combined total of > 20,000 migrating individuals of all raptor or crane species in a single migration season.
Notes:

· This category applies to those species that are perceived to be particularly susceptible to threats because they congregate at specific sites when breeding or wintering, or on passage.
· The term ‘waterbird’ is used here in the same sense as the Ramsar Convention uses ‘waterfowl’, and covers the list of families as defined by Wetlands International in Rose and Scott (1997). The term ‘seabird’ covers those familes not covered by Rose and Scott (1997).
· The threshold for criterion A4ii is 1% of the biogeographic population of a congregatory seabird species. For Tuvalu, the Pacific biogeographic population is used.

· All sites in Tuvalu that met one or more of criteria A4i, A4ii, A4iii or A4iv were identified as IBAs.

Criteria for identifying IBA boundaries
In addition to the above criteria, an IBA should, as far as possible, meet the following three criteria.
1. Be different in character or habitat or ornithological importance from the surrounding area.

2. Exist as an actual or potential protected area, with or without buffer zones, or be an area that can be managed in some way for nature conservation.

3. Alone or with other sites, be a self-sufficient area, which provides all the requirements of the birds that it is important for during the time they are present. 
Notes:

· IBAs were identified by the occurrence of species. However, IBA boundaries were defined by the extent of the habitats of these species, based upon known / inferred habitat requirements.

· In the majority of cases, the boundaries defined for Tuvalu IBAs followed by the boundaries of protected areas, which were usually assessed as being the most appropriate management unit for site-based conservation. However, IBA boundaries did not always follow protected area boundaries; in cases where areas of habitat neccesary to meet the requirements of the species for which an IBA was identified lay outside of a protected area, the IBA boundary was extended to include these areas.   
2.4
Selection of IBAs
In order to select a network of IBAs in Tuvalu, the first stage was to prepare a candidate list of sites, using the global IBA criteria. This candidate list was based upon a review of published and unpublished literature on birds in Tuvalu, and correspondence with conservationists and ornithologists.

The next stage was to prepare lists of globally threatened, restricted range and congregatory bird species occuring at each candidate site. Due to the fact that the status and distribution of many bird species were considered to have changed significantly since historical times, only recent records were used. Recent records were taken to be all records since January 1993 (i.e. in the 15 years prior to the completion of this directory).   
It is important to note that survey coverage of different bird habitats, communities and species in Tuvalu has not been even. Rather, recent surveys have been heavily focused on a subset of protected areas, principally those most accessible
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3.
Results
3.1
The IBA network in Tuvalu
The IBA network for Tuvalu comprises the entire archipelago of 

3.2
Coverage of the IBA network

The IBA covers about 94 per cent of the terrestrial area of Tuvalu. 
3.3
Threats to biodiversity at IBAs

The Bristle-thighed Curlew Numenius tahitiensis is believed to be declining, largely as a result of predation on the wintering grounds, when perhaps more than 50 per cent of adults are flightless during autumn moult. There is no information on other possible threats, such as predation by introduced species.
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4.
Site accounts
This chapter presents accounts for the only IBA selected in Tuvalu. The site accounts are usually arranged in approximate geographic sequence, from north-west to south-east. The site account contains the following sections:

4.1
Heading
IBA code: A unique code is given to each IBA. Codes for Tuvalu IBAs are prefixed with the letters TU, and only comprise TU001.
IBA name: The name of the area in Tuvalu and the IBA is given. In this case, where the IBA includes a protected area together with additional, contiguous areas, this is stated in the name. 
Criteria: The IBA criteria that the site qualifies under are listed.

Province: The provinces in which the IBA is located is / are listed.
PA Status: For IBAs that are partly or wholly included within a protected area, the protected area category is given, together with the year that the protected area was inscribed.

EBA/SA: For IBAs situated within an Endemic Bird Area (EBA) or Secondary Area (SA), the name of the EBA or SA is given. 
Latitude and Longitude: The coordinates of the central point of the IBA are given, to the nearest minute. 

Area: The area of the IBA is given, in hectares.

Altitude range: The approximate altitude range of the IBA is given, in metres above sea level.

4.2
General description

Information on the location, boundaries, topography, vegetation, ecology and current management of the IBA is summarized. Not all this information is available for every IBA; where information is lacking, this is indicated. The information is compiled from a number of sources, including review of published and unpublished literature, and communications, with scientists, birdwatchers and protected area managers.

4.3
Bird fauna

Key features: The key features of the bird fauna of the IBA are briefly summarized. This section concentrates on the significance of the site for bird conservation, in particular the reasons why it was selected as an IBA, but also includes features of the bird fauna of national or regional significance that did not contribute to the site’s selection as IBA. 

Species table: The species table lists all category A1 (globally threatened), category A2 (restricted-range) and category A4 (congregatory) bird species recorded in the IBA since 1993. For each species, the common and scientific names are given, together with the season that the species occurs at the site (R = resident; B = breeding visitor; W = winter visitor; N = non-breeding visitor; P = passage migrant), the global threat status of the bird species according to BirdLife International (2001) and the IBA criteria that the species meets. In addition, a brief summary of the status of the species at the IBA is given in the notes section. Finally, species whose occurrence at the IBA is unconfirmed are placed in square brackets [ ], while species confirmed to occur but not considered to do so regularly in significant numbers are marked with a sword Ψ.
Biome-restricted species: If the site qualifies as an IBA under the criterion A3 (biome-restricted species), a brief summary of the biome-restricted speces at the site is given. Because, for many IBAs, the number of biome-restricted species is very large, the ful list is given in Appendix 3, not in the site account.
4.4
Other globally threatened species

The other globally threatened species that occur at the IBA are listed, together with their global threat status according to IUCN (2007) or, in the case of amphibians, IUCN SSC and CI-CABS (2003). Only taxa confirmed to occur at the IBA and considered to do so regularly in significant numbers are listed. Information on globally threatened species other than birds was compiled from published and unpublished literature, supplemented by communications with scientists in Tuvalu. As comprehensive information on taxonomic groups other than birds was not available for many IBAs, the lists of other globally threatened species presented in the directory should not be considered comprehensive. Moreover, the lists do not include any globally threatened species restricted to marine ecosystems.  
4.5
Threats to biodiversity

The main current and potential future threats to biodiversity at the IBA are briefly summarized. Where available, information is given on threats to all biodiversity at the IBA, not only birds. 
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TU001
Funafuti Conservation Area and associated coastal areas
Criteria A1
Province(s):
None



Latitude:

0o 32' S 
PA Status:
None



Longitude:

166o 55' E
EBA/SA:
Tuvalu



Area:


2,200 ha







Altitude Range:
0-2 m asl

General Description: The IBA encompasses the coast line of the whole country of Tuvalu. The Tuvalu archipelago consists of six true atolls and three reef islands. The true atolls are Funafuti, Nanumea, Nui, Nukufetau, and Nukulaelae, while Nanumaga, Niulakita, and Niutao are single islands. The last three have small salt-water ponds, while Nanumea has a fresh water pond, unusual for an atoll.
Bird Fauna: The Bristle-thighed Curlew Numenius tahitiensis winters on Pacific islands, on coral reefs, sandy beaches, intertidal flats, rocky shores and in palm forests and dense vegetated understorey. It is long-lived (15-23 years), forms long-term monogamous pairs, and is highly faithful to breeding and wintering sites. It is believed to be declining, largely as a result of predation on the wintering grounds, when perhaps more than 50 per cent of adults are flightless during autumn moult.
	Species
	Season
	Global

Threat Status
	IBA Criteria
	Notes

	Bristle-thighed Curlew  

Numenius tahitiensis
	W and R
	VU
	A4i
	Winters in Pacific islands, including Tuvalu, with 3,000 subadults over-summering.. The breeding population is c. 7,000 birds.


Other Globally Threatened Species

Coconut crab Birgus latro 

DD
Threats to Biodiversity: The Bristle-thighed Curlew Numenius tahitiensis is believed to be declining, largely as a result of predation on the wintering grounds, when perhaps more than 50 per cent of adults are flightless during autumn moult. There is no information on other possible threats, such as predation by introduced species.
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