PALAU.

Site selection in Palau was undertaken by a combination of a review of available published and unpublished information, followed up by fieldwork to targeted sites.  The resulting information has been published as a book, where details relating to survey methods and findings can be found (Holm et al. 2008).  
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Summary Table for Palau.

(All sites have been confirmed as IBAs)
	Site Name
	Site Code
	Site Area (ha)
	Criteria
	Key Threats
	Protection Status

	Ngeriungs
	PW001
	34
	A1
	Invasive spp.  Both Norway and Ship rat present on island.  Also cats, while other invasive spp are on the nearby island of Kayangel. Unsustainable harvesting of megapode eggs. 
	

	Middle Ridge, Babeldaob
	PW002
	13144
	A1, A2
	Development, intensive agricultural practices, invasive spp.
	Includes Lake Ngardok, a nature reserve and Ramsar site, the proposed Ngermeskang Nature Reserve, the Medal a lyechad Waterfall Protected Area and Mesekelat Conservation Area.

	Western Ridge, Babeldaob
	PW003
	2262
	A1, A2
	Soil erosion and sedimentation into river.
	Part of the Medal a lyechad Waterfall protected area in this site, as is part of the Ngermeskang Nature Reserve.

	Ngerutechei, Babeldaob
	PW004
	966
	A1, A2
	
	Part of Ngaremeduu Biosphere Reserve.

	Rock Islands
	PW005
	3500
	A1, A2
	Increasing visitor pressure, invasive spp including rodents, cats and macaques.
	Site includes the Ngerukuid Islands, a state conservation area.

	Peleliu
	PW006
	1670
	A1, A2
	
	Currently no protection on the terrestrial areas, although near-shore is part of the Teluleu Conservation Area.

	Fana Island
	PW007
	35
	A4iii
	Invasive spp.  Rats.  Storms
	

	Helen Island
	PW008
	4
	A4iii
	Invasive spp. Includes Singapore ant, dogs and chickens.  Climate change/storms
	Part of the Helen Reef Conservation Area


Next steps for developing a site-based conservation programme in Palau.

1. Involve local communities, NGOs, land-users and all other stakeholders.  This is being successfully undertaken at the Ngeriungs IBA.  Developing increasing local involvement in site management and monitoring particularly in the forest sites on Babeldaob will help to improve the conservation status of the sites.

2. Monitor IBAs to understand changes and provide feedback to conservation and policy mechanisms.
3. Designate IBAs as protected areas under national law and international agreement and adhere to relevant legislation.  Many of the sites already include areas that have some form of national protection.

Prioritising IBAs for Action in  Palau

	Rank
	Site Name
	Site Code
	CR
	EN
	VU
	A4
	NT
	RR

	1=
	Rock Islands
	PW005
	
	1
	
	
	3
	10

	1=
	Peleliu
	PW006
	
	1
	
	
	3
	10

	3=
	Middle Ridge, Babeldaob
	PW002
	
	1
	
	
	2
	12

	3=
	Western Ridge, Babeldaob
	PW003
	
	1
	
	
	2
	12

	3=
	Ngerutechei, Babeldaob
	PW004
	
	1
	
	
	2
	12

	6
	Ngeriungs
	PW001
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	7
	Fana Island
	PW007
	
	
	
	4
	
	

	8
	Helen Island
	PW008
	
	
	
	3
	
	


