COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTH MARIANA ISLANDS.

Site selection in the North Mariana Islands was undertaken by a review of available published and unpublished information (Gupta 2007).  Eleven sites have been identified, most of which have some form of protection status.  
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Summary Table for the Commonwealth of North Mariana Islands.
All sites are proposed as IBAs






	Site Name
	Site Code
	Site Area (ha)
	Criteria
	Key Threats
	Protection Status

	Rota
	CNMI001
	2300
	A1, A2
	Invasive spp, black drongos, deer, rats monitor lizards.  
	Three terrestrial conservation areas, including Sabana.

	Aguiguan Island and Naftan Rock
	CNMI002
	7500
	A1, A2
	Invasive spp, rats, goats monitor lizards all present.
	

	Tinian Island
	CNMI003
	9500
	A1, A2
	Development, military activity, Invasive spp rats.  Grazing.
	2 to 3 small mitigation sites on the island.

	Northern Saipan
	CNMI004
	6500
	A1, A2
	Invasive spp, esp brown Tree Snake, rats and monitor lizard.  Development
	Kagman Conservation Area and Saipan Upland mitigation bank for Nightingale Reed Warbler.

	Topachau-Susupe-Kagman
	CNMI005
	0
	A1, A2
	Invasive spp, esp Brown Tree Snake,rats and monitor lizards.  Development
	

	Uracus
	CNMI006
	200
	A1, A2, A4i, A4iii
	Invasive spp, rats.  Volcanic eruptions
	Part of Northern Islands Conservation Area.

	Maug Islands
	CNMI007
	200
	A1, A2, A4i, A4ii
	Invasive spp.
	Whole site protected as a Wildlife Conservation Area

	Asuncion Island
	CNMI008
	740
	A1, A2
	Invasive spp, rats
	Whole site protected as a Wildlife Conservation Area

	Alamagan Island
	CNMI009
	1100
	A1, A2
	Development, invasive spp
	

	Guguan Island
	CNMI010
	400
	A1, A2, A4i, A4iii
	Invasive spp. Rats. Volcanic eruption
	Part of Northern Islands Conservation Area.

	Sarigan Island
	CNMI011
	400
	A1, A2
	
	Whole site protected as a Wildlife Conservation Area.


Marine IBAs around North Mariana Islands.
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Next steps for developing a site-based conservation programme in the Commonwealth of North Mariana Islands.

1. Involve local communities, NGOs, land-users and all other stakeholders.  There is good coverage of sites in terms of protected areas.  Increased involvement of local stakeholders may help to further improve the conservation status of the sites.

2. Monitor IBAs to understand changes and provide feedback to conservation and policy mechanisms.  Many terrestrial species (not just the globally threatened species) are declining across the North Mariana Islands.  There is a need to understand what is causing these declines and identify means to reverse the declines.

3. Maximise dissemination and use of data.  There are several sets of data that record numbers, and change in numbers, of birds across the islands.  This information may be able to provide insights into reasons for declining populations. 
Prioritising IBAs for Action in the Commonwealth of North Mariana Islands
	Rank
	Site Name
	Site Code
	CR
	EN
	VU
	NT
	A4
	RR

	1=
	Northern Saipan
	CNMI004
	2
	4
	
	1
	
	3

	1=
	Topachau-Susupe-Kagman
	CNMI005
	2
	4
	
	1
	
	3

	3
	Rota
	CNMI001
	2
	1
	
	1
	
	3

	4
	Aguiguan Island and Naftan Rock
	CNMI002
	1
	3
	
	1
	
	3

	5
	Alamagan Island
	CNMI009
	1
	1
	
	1
	
	2

	6
	Tinian Island
	CNMI003
	
	3
	1
	1
	
	3

	7
	Guguan Island
	CNMI010
	
	1
	
	1
	3
	2

	8
	Maug Islands
	CNMI007
	
	1
	
	
	2
	2

	9
	Uracus
	CNMI006
	
	1
	
	
	2
	

	10=
	Asuncion Island
	CNMI008
	
	1
	
	1
	
	2

	10=
	Sarigan Island
	CNMI011
	
	1
	
	1
	
	2


