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NETWORK NEWS:
PILN Soundbites: PILN Soundbites is a monthly issue of network and other news from around the region, focusing on invasive species management and biodiversity conservation. All issues of PILN Soundbites are available on the PILN Webpage at the SPREP website: www.sprep.org/piln. We are still updating and redesigning the PILN Webpage to accommodate new information and materials. We expect to have this completed within the next few months. Please feel free to share this Soundbite with your fellow colleagues and networks that may also find this information of interest. Also please e-mail your thoughts, comments and suggestions to: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org PIILN is a participatory driven network and everyone’s comments are welcomed.
PILN 2009 Network Meeting: Funding is still being sought to support our next Network meeting still targeted at present for the last quarter of this year although this appears as this target is not likely. We are currently looking at venue options and costs to hold this important meeting and as it is not likely we will be able to fund the same number of participants as in the past we encourage all countries, teams and organizations to allocate appropriate funding for their participation in the meeting.

As always we would wish to make the best of this opportunity and therefore would like to ask everyone for any comments and suggestions on location, venue, content, field trips, etc. We are currently investigating the possibility of Samoa hosting the meeting and we will keep you posted as to the outcome. Should no other countries or teams be able to host such a meeting then we will continue to develop plans for Samoa and/or an alternate centralized location in the region in order to reduce costs. Please remember that PILN is a participant-driven network and therefore your input is invaluable.
COUNTRY ACTIVITIES/ACTION PLANS: Not all teams and their achievements and or plans are included here and for those missed out it just means I failed to catch up with you in time, or you haven’t had time to put some words together so apologies and please give us some news for the next issue due out OCTOBER 31, 2009. Several of you have suggested that this is the most interesting and valuable part of the Soundbites so let’s all work hard to make it better.
SAMOA:

Restoration of Aleipata Islands, SAMOA: The project to restore the Aleipata Islands of Nu’utele and Nu’ulua as key sites for Samoa’s fauna and flora passed another milestone recently. Inspections were undertaken of the larger island, Nu’utele on 12th September almost three weeks after the last aerial drop of poisoned rat baits there. This gave the all-clear for the Friendly Ground Doves (Gallicolumba stairii) that had been held in temporary captivity to protect them from the baits to be returned. 

The inspection showed that no rat bait remained, all dissolved by the frequent rain that has been a feature of this ‘dry season’. Several live doves were seen and no dead ones, showing that at least some of the doves left on the island had survived. No rat carcasses were seen – expected as the crabs and ants would have cleaned up those that had not died in their holes. However we did find three dead pigs giving us hope that the operation has also eradicated this other species which is considered a pest on these uninhabited islands. No live rats or pigs were seen and none caught in a limited trapping effort. It is too early to claim success though, and we plan thorough monitoring in six months time to try to confirm this. But early signs are very encouraging.
The doves were returned on the 17th September by Ministry of Natural Resources & Environment staff assisted by Rose Collen, one of the New Zealand aviculturists who had supervised the care of the doves in captivity. The birds were transported by van and open boat in cardboard boxes typically used for carrying cats, four to a box in specially divided compartments. Twenty two birds were released and the team were delighted to see them fly off strongly up into the trees after almost seven weeks in captivity. Four birds had died over this period, three of them apparently due to stress after their initial capture and transfer, and one due to an accident during release.
We are confident that the 22 doves returned, plus those that survived on the island, will allow the Nu’utele population to thrive in what we hope and expect to be a rat-free environment. Most of the birds put back are individually marked with color bands so we will be able to monitor them and in time obtain estimates of the whole population by comparing numbers of banded and unbanded birds seen.

Much has been learned about the doves. Their successful return is a credit to the many people involved in their capture, care and release and a source of much satisfaction.
This project is managed by SPREP and implemented in partnership with the Samoan Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment and other agencies. Funding has been provided by the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund through Conservation International’s Pacific Programme. 

Cane Toad Interceptions Continue in Samoa: Samoa MAF, MNRE and SNITT continue to join forces and prepare for a significant awareness campaign targeting the most recent village where a toad was captured as well, as at the national level. Recent disasters have understandably delayed our efforts in this area.
Mark Bonin
SNITT Member
MEETING/CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS/NEWS:
Aquatic Invasive Species Vector Management: A Prevention Solution
Date: December 2, 2009
Location: Baltimore, Maryland
For registration and full details visit: http://www.mdsg.umd.edu/vectorworkshop/ This one-day event will bring regional attention to aquatic invasive species introduction pathways. The Mid-Atlantic region has an important and timely opportunity to move beyond managing individual species and toward a more holistic approach – managing the pathways or vectors for invasions. The workshop will focus on preventing the introduction of non-native aquatic species through vector management. The workshop outcome will provide recommendations on strategies states, local governments, NGOs, legislatures, the Chesapeake Bay Program, the Mid-Atlantic Panel, and other groups and individuals can pursue to manage vectors and prevent unwanted introductions of non-native species. Please come to this workshop ready to participate and contribute to developing recommendations for advancing invasive species vector research and management.

Invasive Species Management, 19-23 October 2009. A course for species conservation practitioners & educators “Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, International Training Centre
Invasive Species Management is a 5-day course designed to give invasive species professionals the basic tools required to plan effective invasive species management activities. It brings together lessons learned from the field in a range of situations in a concise and practical format. The course is designed for decision makers (policy, management and planning), conservation practitioners and project planners working primarily on invasive plants and vertebrates in terrestrial ecosystems around the world; principles will also be applicable to aquatic invasive species and ecosystems. Particular focus will be given to island systems.

At the end of the training participants will be able to:

· Describe the impacts of invasive species to both biodiversity and sustainable livelihoods

· Discuss the comparative merits, challenges and resources needed for the various management options (eradication, control, containment) and explain why eradications are essential
· Demonstrate an understanding of the principles of invasive species management planning 
· Select and justify the management technique(s) appropriate to different situations 
· Explain the need for effective bio-security
· Demonstrate the tools available and discuss the issues involved in the prioritisation of species and sites for action 
· Draft a comprehensive project plan, including monitoring and evaluation 
· Identify and propose mitigation actions for likely problems (biological, social and economic)
The total cost of the course is £1,000, which includes the course fee, accommodation and subsistence. Some scholarships are available for participants from developing countries.
Submit an application form to itc@durrell.org or jill.key@durrell.org, together with a recent CV and letter of support from a senior member of staff from within the organization for which you work. Further Information and application forms are available at www.durrell.org/Conservation/Training. Deadline for applications is 31 July 2009”

International invasive ant management workshop: Announcing a three day workshop on the management of invasive ants to be held in Darwin, Australia on 27-29 April 2010. This focused workshop aims to facilitate networking among people involved in invasive ant management, as well as to improve the incorporation of research and ant biology into management. The workshop will be hosted by CSIRO, with accommodation at the Mirambeena resort within Darwin city. This workshop will be limited to 60 people due to restricted facility size. As such, priority will be given to people who are actively involved in decision making and ground work of invasive ant management, especially eradication programs. Participants will be expected to provide a brief (max. 5 minute) presentation of themselves and their work, and are also encouraged to propose a longer talk (15-20 minutes) of any aspect of invasive ant management that they deem of relevance to the workshop. Details of this workshop are yet to be finalized, and more information will be provided as soon as possible. For planning purposes, the cost of the workshop will be under AU$1500 per person, which includes accommodation.

The Island Invasives Conference to be held in Auckland, New Zealand, in February 2010 is now open for registrations. Go to http://www.cbb.org.nz/conferences.asp to read the updated information and proceed to the payments page. If you are considering presentation of a paper, remember the deadline for abstracts is 31 August. Details about abstracts and papers are in the web page and files attached to that.

Dick Veitch

Conference Manager.

Alien and native vectors - risks for human and animal health 29-31 October 2009

Joint conference of the Deutsche Gesellschaft fr Medizinische Entomologie und Acarologie (DGMEA) and the Biodiversity and Climate Research Centre (BiK-F) Annual meeting of DGMEA Venue: Senckenberg Research Institute and Natural History Museum, Senckenberganlage 25, 60325 Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Information and registration: http://www.senckenberg.de/root/index.php?page_id=4601
Dr. Ulrich Kuch

Medical Biodiversity Group

Biodiversity and Climate Research Centre (BiK-F) Senckenberganlage 25

60325 Frankfurt am Main

Germany

http://www.bik-f.de
FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST Combined workshops:

8th International Workshop on Biological Control and Management of Chromolaena odorata and Other Eupatorieae Workshop on Management of Parthenium hysterophorus Nairobi, Kenya, October 2010
Dr Costas Zachariades

ARC-PPRI, Private Bag X6006, Hilton, 3245 South Africa

Tel 033-3559418, cell 0833152100, fax 033-3559423

Alternative e-mail costaszach@yahoo.co.uk 
NEWS FROM PARTNERS/OTHERS:
World’s Largest Marine Protected Areas Sign Partnership Agreement: NEW YORK – The United States and Kiribati governments on Wednesday announced a historic alliance between two of the world’s largest marine protected areas to enhance the management and protection of almost 300,000 square miles of marine habitat in the Pacific Ocean.
In a ceremony presided over by Kiribati President Anote Tong, the United States and Kiribati signed an agreement that establishes a “sister site” relationship between the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument, located in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands of the United States, and the Phoenix Islands Protected Area (PIPA) located near the equator in the Republic of Kiribati. Combined, the two sites encompass 25 percent of all managed protected areas on earth. The partnership links the sites and is designed to enhance management knowledge and practices for these tropical and subtropical marine and terrestrial island ecosystems.
When it was established in 2006, the monument was the largest marine protected area in the world, protecting natural, cultural and historic resources within an area of approximately 140,000 square miles (362,075 square kilometers). The monument’s extensive coral reefs are home to over 7,000 marine species, one quarter of which are found only in the Hawaiian Archipelago. In 2008, the Phoenix Island Protected Area was founded to protect the archipelago’s terrestrial and marine resources, becoming the largest marine protected area in the world today at approximately 158,500 square miles (410,500 square kilometers). The coral reefs and bird populations of the islands are unique and virtually untouched by humans. The protected area also includes underwater mountains and other deep-sea habitat. “Our sites provide ocean insurance for the Pacific against the depletion of marine life that has accelerated across the globe,” said Tukabu Teroroko, Director, Phoenix Island Protected Area. “Together we can more effectively address the complex challenges of managing such large ocean areas.”
“This agreement will establish a relationship between our sites to facilitate the sharing of knowledge and experiences, something that we have been doing informally over the past few years particularly as we each have been developing our World Heritage applications,” said Athline Clark, State of Hawai`i co-manager for Papahānaumokuākea. “We believe this agreement will lead to more effective management outcomes including improved understanding of ecological functions and responses to threats such as climate change and invasive species,” she added. “Within these large seascapes we also have protected islands that provide habitat that is critical to the survival of both marine and terrestrial wildlife,” said Susan White, Fish and Wildlife superintendent for Papahānaumokuākea. “As we care for these ecosystems, including all their components as part of this agreement makes good sense. It will help us manage across the ecosystems by comparing and sharing our efforts with each other, as we face many of the same challenges.” 
For further information visit: 
Photos of Papahānaumokuākea: https://marinelife.noaa.gov/media_lib/index.aspx 

Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument: http://www.papahanaumokuakea.gov 

Photos of Phoenix Islands: http://www.phoenixislands.org/gallery.html
Phoenix Islands Protected Area: http://www.phoenixislands.org 

UN World Heritage sites: http://whc.unesco.org
Ms. Sandeep K. Singh

Regional Environment Affairs Specialist

Regional Environment Office

Embassy of the United States of America, Suva, Fiji

Phone: (679) 331-4466 x8210

Fax: (679) 330-2998
Climate Change and Invasive Species in the Pacific: A Pacific Information Brief from the Pacific Invasives Partnership (a working group of the Roundtable for Nature Conservation in the Pacific Islands.

Pacific island nations are already experiencing the effects of a changing climate. Cyclones and severe flooding have hit Yap, Niue and Fiji recently. Air temperature, the number of cyclones and sea level are all predicted to rise, and changes in rainfall are also predicted across the Pacific (1). Forces driving climate change are beyond the control of island nations. Pacific islands, while constituting 0.12 per cent of the world’s population, release only 0.003 per cent of the world’s carbon dioxide from fuel combustion (2). Adaptation to climate change should now be the focus of Pacific Island nations. The most practical climate-change adaptation action is to improve ecosystem resilience and focus on sustainable development.
Invasive species (introduced pests, weeds and diseases) threaten biodiversity and livelihoods across the Pacific and must be considered when planning climate change adaptation strategies. Found in terrestrial, freshwater and marine environments, invasive species adversely affect the livelihoods, lifestyles and health of island dwellers and cause harm to ecosystems and biodiversity. The global cost associated with invasive species is estimated at US$1.4 trillion annually - 5% of the world economy (3).

Islands are extremely vulnerable to the impacts of invasive species, and introduced pests, weeds and diseases have caused biodiversity loss and ecosystem disturbance on islands worldwide. The combination of climate change and invasive species could be devastating for some native plants and animals as well as for food security, international trade and other economic activities in the Pacific. An IUCN report listed invasive species as the most important direct pressure on the environment in Oceania and stated “poor understanding of environmental problems or their root causes” was the most important barrier to addressing pressures on the environment(4).

Declines and extinctions continue as invasive species prey on native animals, damage crops and native vegetation, compete for resources, modify habitats on land and in rivers and coastal waters, and cause or spread disease. Introduced species become successful invaders because they are aggressive and able to adapt to a wide range of habitats and climates, while most native species are less competitive, breed more slowly and have limited tolerance to environmental factors. Rapid environmental changes such as increasing temperature or rainfall, or a change in the frequency of disturbance events like cyclones, could have serious impacts on native species while at the same time creating favorable conditions for the invaders. 

There is already evidence of such effects in the Pacific. Invasive plants often smother gardens, farmland and forests after destruction by extreme storms. A survey on Niue after Cyclone Heta (a Category 5 storm that caused massive damage to Niue's ecosystems) found that several invasive species already present on the island expanded their range and abundance after the cyclone(5). 

The management of invasive species needs to be included in all public awareness programmes in relation to climate change. Many Pacific people rely on native plants and animals to supply them with food, water, shelter and medicine. Damage to ecosystems from climatic events or invasive species, or both, can have a significant effect on island economies Destruction of coastal ecosystems (coral reefs, mangroves) has been identified as the most urgent environmental issue affecting island ecosystems (4), and the negative effects of invasive species can only add to the vulnerability of these fragile ecosystems. 

Most invasive species are spread by the movements of goods and people. More business means more trade, more trade means more frequent and novel transport, and increased transport means increased risk from invasive species. With increasing trade and travel around the Pacific, it becomes even more important to manage invasive species given that climate change is likely to increase the impacts of invasives, both existing and new ones.

A crucial part of Pacific island adaptation to climate change will be to reduce pressures on ecosystems, such as those caused by invasive species. Adaptation to climate change requires increased efforts to prevent new invasions and to eradicate or control existing invasives…………A full copy of the Information Brief is available from: 
Shyama Pagad

Manager, Information Services

Regional Office for the Pacific (New Zealand)

IUCN SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group

School of Biological Sciences

University of Auckland

Tel +64 9 3737599 (X88624)

Fax +64 9 3737042

www.issg.org/

www.issg.org/database/welcome/

USP to Form Partnership with Landcare Research New Zealand Limited: The University of the South Pacific and Landcare Research New Zealand Limited have been co-operating for some years on a project-by-project basis. Now, both institutions have decided to intensify their co-operation by signing a Memorandum of Agreement to support science collaboration and to develop high level science-based strategic partnership. Landcare Research is New Zealand’s leading environmental consultancy and research company with vast resources, capacity and experience in international development projects. It focuses on sustainable land management practices including economic, social and cultural impact of using land resources. Chief Executive, Dr Warren Parker, said they believe that their focus fits well with USP’s purpose “…the maintenance, advancement and dissemination of knowledge by teaching, consultancy and research and otherwise and for the provision of appropriate levels of education and training responsive to the well-being and needs of the communities in the South Pacific….” and the university’s objective to promote “consultancy and research”.

Landcare Research has more than 30 years  experience working with peers in the Pacific to deliver a range of services such scientific research, surveys, training and consultancy in many areas of resource management to effect outcomes for the productive economy and for conservation. Collaboration with USP has been increased through a NZAID Government Agencies Fund project which is they are developing and sharing capacity in the botanical collections and databases in the South Pacific Regional Herbarium at the Faculty of Science and Technology.

Through the science partnership, Landcare Research could contribute to the science values and objectives of USP, based on their New Zealand experience and wider international collaborations. This could further extend opportunities between USP and Landcare Research for:

· Fostering science excellence, which is dependent on long terms collaboration, commitment to science publication, etc

· Building mentoring, student supervision, and secondment relationships

· Enhancing sharing of science expertise and knowledge between New Zealand and other Pacific countries

· Managing access and benefit sharing and ensuring IP ownership sits with appropriate communities and other entities – our experience is that project-based IP can be assigned in rigid and inappropriate ways.

The review of the science commissioned by the New Zealand Ministry of Research, Science and Technology and NZAID in 2007 recommended increased science partnership between New Zealand and Pacific countries and regional group. The MOU demonstrates Landcare Research’s commitment to this vision.

The University is grateful to Mr. Marika Tuiwawa, Professor Randolf Thaman, Professor William Aalbersberg, and Professor Ian Payton for establishing the initial discussions on this partnership. The Vice-Chancellor of USP, Professor Rajesh Chandra, said that USP is the premier higher education institution of the region and has developed a strong reputation for education and research.  There is much international interest in forming partnerships with USP.  “This partnership with Landcare Research will be mutually beneficial and is part of USP’s Strategic Plan’s objectives to increase research and applied policy work.  The USP looks forward to working closely with Landcare Research”, said Professor Chandra.
FROM IUCN: I would like to draw your attention to the following document which is now available from the IUCN Oceania Office: “The Pacific islands: an analysis of the status of species as listed on the 2008 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™”.
http://www.iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/oceania/oro_programmes/oro_species/oro_redlist/
This document has been produced as the first step in a project aimed at increasing our knowledge of the region’s threatened species. IUCN’s Regional Office for Oceania (based in Suva, Fiji), in partnership with SPREP (Secretariat for the Pacific Regional Environment Programme, based in Apia, Samoa), is leading the project to strengthen species information in order to develop a Regional Red List of threatened species for the Pacific islands. Many of you have seen and commented on an earlier draft and I provide some answers to the more common queries regarding the document below:

1) Number of described species: You will notice that there are still uncertainties surrounding the number of described species. The analysis has been produced using a single source wherever possible, which means that information for some countries may appear particularly lacking. This goes to highlight the importance of the regional Red Listing project for strengthening and increasing our knowledge of species in the Pacific islands.
2) Incorrect taxonomy: Some comments were made regarding the taxonomy of certain species on the Red List. These have not been amended in this Analysis, as it is the regional assessments themselves that can address the issues surrounding nomenclature and taxonomy of a species.
3) Species missing from the Red List: There are many gaps in the 2008 Red List. This analysis has highlighted the major gaps, but it is not possible to add to the Red List here. Any global assessments that have already been completed will undergo peer-review before being added to the Red List. The planned regional assessments for the Pacific islands will also increase the number of Pacific island species on the IUCN Red List. Finally, this document has been simplified and shortened from the earlier draft for easier reading and understanding. I hope you will find it of use. Please feel free to forward to your networks as appropriate. 

Helen Pippard

IUCN Regional Office for Oceania

5 Ma'afu Street, Suva, 

Fiji Islands

Tel: +679 331 9084

Mobile: +679 946 7511

skype: helenpippard

www.iucn.org/places/oceania/
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:
PhD research project available to study space use patterns of RACCOON and STRIPED SKUNK in agroforest landscapes: We are looking for a PhD candidate to participate in a research project investigating space use patterns of raccoon and striped skunk in order to orient intervention strategies aiming at reducing the risk of rabies epizootics. Individuals from each species will be equipped with GPS radio- collars to evaluate their fine-scale habitat selection. The candidate will also use analysis of animal movement to identify major corridors of rabies propagation. Fieldwork will take place in the Montérégie region of Québec. The project is a collaboration between Université Laval (D. Fortin), Université de Sherbrooke (F. Pelletier) and Ministère des Ressources naturelles et de la Faune (J. Mainguy). The student will be registered at Université Laval.

Qualifications: Have completed a M.Sc. in biological sciences or in forestry. Have a strong interest for quantitative ecology and statistics. Knowledge of GIS is an advantage. Université Laval is a French university and some basic French is therefore desirable. Students admissible for NSERC and FQRNT fellowships will be favored. Documents to provide: Applicants for this position should forward a short covering letter indicating their motivation, accompanied by a current CV, unofficial transcripts and contact information of three references. We will start reviewing the applications on 23 September 2009. Contact:

Daniel Fortin

Département de biologie, Pavillon Alexandre-Vachon, 1045, av. de la 

Médecine, Université Laval, Québec (Qc) G1V 0A6, Canada

Email: Daniel.Fortin@bio.ulaval.ca

NOAA Last Friday, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation in partnership with the NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program (CRCP) issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) for coral reef-related projects in three specific categories: 1. Domestic- projects that address sediment and nutrient runoff to coral reefs from development 2. Domestic-projects that implement priority actions in watershed or MPA management plans in areas containing coral reefs 3. International- projects that support the goals and objectives of the CRCP's International Strategy, with emphasis being placed on projects related to the priority Goal #1- Support the Development of MPAs, MPA networks, and local management capacity. FEDERAL AGENCIES ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY. I am forwarding you this notice about the RFP so that you may send it to those non-federal partners that you work with who may be interested in the announcement. Pre-proposals are due by October 12, 2009.

The Ramsar Secretariat welcomes applications for the position of Intern/Assistant Advisor for the Asia-Oceania region, a 12-month posting (possibly extendable up to 18 months) in the Ramsar Secretariat in Switzerland to begin in mid-February 2010 (the expected start date of 11 January 2010 mentioned in the online announcement is incorrect). IUCN, the International Union for Conservation of Nature, provides administrative services for the Ramsar Convention, and more information and online application for this post is available on the IUCN website at: http://hrms.iucn.org/iresy/index.cfm?event=vac.show&vacId=126 

Here is a great funding opportunity for overseas conservationists: Whitley Award
http://www.whitleyaward.org/application_process.php Deadline end of October, 2009.
The NOAA International Coral Grant Program announces Fiscal Year 2010 Grant Opportunity:
PROGRAM PRIORITIES: This Program solicits proposals under three funding categories: 1) Support Planning for Effective Marine Protected Area Management; 2) Encourage the Development of National Networks of Marine Protected Areas in the Wider Caribbean, Bermuda, Brazil, Southeast Asia, and the South Pacific; and 3) Promote Regional Socio-Economic Training and Monitoring in Coral Reef Management in the Wider Caribbean, Brazil, Bermuda, the Western Indian Ocean, the Red Sea, the South Pacific, South Asia, and Southeast Asia. Each funding category has specific applicant and project eligibility criteria.

DUE DATE FOR APPLICATIONS: Pre-applications must be submitted by 5 p.m., U.S. Eastern Time, November 9, 2009, preferably by email to coral.grants@noaa.gov. Final applications, by invitation only, must be received by 5 p.m., U.S. Eastern Time, on February 17, 2010 through www.grants.gov.

ELIGIBILITY: Eligible applicants include institutions of higher education, U.S. and international non-profit organizations, and commercial organizations. U.S. federal agencies and individuals are not eligible. For specific country eligibility per category please refer to individual category descriptions in Section V of the Federal Funding Opportunity (FFO). Eligible countries are defined in Section III.A. of the FFO. The proposed work must be conducted at a non-U.S. site.

TYPICAL AWARDS: Up to approximately $1,000,000 may be available in FY 2010 to support grants under this program. Approximately $75,000-$100,000 may be allocated to each of the three project categories listed below, with the following award ranges: 
1. Planning for Effective Marine Protected Area Management: Single sites: up to $50,000; Multiple sites: up to $80,000;

2. MPA National Networks: $40,000-$50,000;
3. Regional Socio-Economic Monitoring projects: $20,000 - $40,000.
Funding will be subject to the availability of Federal appropriations.

COST SHARING OR MATCH REQUIREMENTS: Coral conservation projects funded under this program require a 1:1 match. Matching funds must be from non-Federal sources and can include in-kind contributions and other non-cash support. Please refer to section III.B. Cost Sharing or Matching Requirement of the FFO for information on match waiver request requirements.

FULL FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENT: For details on each priority category, please refer to the full Federal Funding Opportunity announcement found at http://www.grants.gov. Search for Funding Opportunity Number NOAA-NOS-IPO-2010-2001840. Please be aware that the PRE-application is NOT to be submitted through this web site but by email to coral.grants@noaa.gov.

FOR FURTHER QUESTIONS PLEASE WRITE TO: International.coral.grants@noaa.gov.

AUSTRALIA ANNOUNCES FUNDING PRIORITIES FOR PACIFIC CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION: The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Stephen Smith, and the Minister for Climate Change and Water, Penny Wong, today announced funding priorities to assist Pacific Island countries to meet the immediate challenges of climate change. The Government has previously announced $150 million for the International Climate Change Adaptation Initiative. The Initiative aims to meet high priority climate adaptation needs in vulnerable countries in our region.

Of this $150 million Initiative, $75 million has previously been allocated and $50 million is being allocated today. Of this $50 million, $25 million will be allocated to help implement high priority, practical adaptation programs in Pacific island countries, including:
· working with the agricultural sector to address food security issues;

· protecting water supplies and essential infrastructure;

· improving coastal zone management to increase the resilience of coastal areas and community settlements to climate change; and

· supporting disaster preparedness and disaster risk reduction programs.
A further $12 million will be provided for the Pacific Adaptation Strategy Assistance Program to strengthen the capacity of Pacific Island countries to assess their vulnerabilities to climate change and develop adaptation strategies. This will help Pacific Island countries to build the skills and knowledge they need for long-term decision making to prepare for climate change. Australia will also contribute:

· $6 million to support Pacific regional organisations to undertake adaptation work on issues such as fisheries management and crop diversity;

· $4.3 million investment will be made upgrading sea level monitoring stations in Pacific countries; and 

· $2.7 million will be spent in partnership with non-government organisations working on adaptation in the region.

Australia is committed to decisive action on climate change both at home and globally, and recognises that building resilience to climate change is critically important for vulnerable countries in the Pacific. Of the $75 million previously allocated, amounts include:

· $14.8m of funding for the Pacific announced by the Prime Minister at last year’s Forum in Niue;

· $20m for the Pacific Climate Change Science Program; and

· $40m for the World Bank’s Pilot Programme for Climate Resilience.

For more information please visit www.ausaid.gov.au/keyaid/adaptation.cfm 

AVAILABLE NEWSLETTERS/REPORTS: The following newsletters, flyers and reports are also available as a PDF through PILN upon request and also at the PILN webpage found at www.sprep.org: 
1. Seacology Newsletter September, 2009

2. Plant Sciences Group Newsletter, September, 2009

3. MPA News Vol.11, N0. 2, Sept.-Oct. 2009

4. MNRE (Samoa) Newsletter, August 2009
5. MNRE (Samoa) CEO’s Farewell Special Bulletin
INTERSTING NEWS/LINKS/WEBSITES:
Checklist of All Plants in Florida:
Here are two places to start: http://www.floridaplants.com/Eflora/cover.htm and http://www.plantatlas.usf.edu/isb/flora.htm
ps. Our images of plants in Florida at http://www.hear.org/starr/plants/images/search/?q=florida
Forest & Kim Star

IITA records breakthrough against pest devastating African cabbage: African cabbage farms ravaged by Diamondback moth (DBM), Plutella xylostella, are set to make a come back as a biocontrol-pesticide (Beauveria bassiana) developed by scientists at the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture records a huge success in the control of the pest. Resource-poor farmers said the biocontrol method has proved effective in controlling the insect pest that has devastated both smallholder and large-scale cabbage farms in Africa. "From a disappointment in cabbage production, we now have the hope of promising results obtained using B. bassiana," says Mr. Raymond Ahinon, an official at Songhai Center—a center for training, production, research-for-development of sustainable agricultural practices—in Porto Novo, Republic of Benin. "The product is effective, and has helped in controlling DBM on our cabbage farms" says Ahinon, who heads the Crop Department of Songhai Center. Cabbages are among the most important vegetables in Africa in general and Benin in particular especially for lower income farmers. The importance of this vegetable is probably greater as it acts as a stream of income among farmers most affected by poverty including small farmers, youth, and most especially, women who paradoxically play an important role in agricultural production. Eaten daily, either raw in salads, steamed, boiled or fried, cabbages and their cousin kale serve as important cash-generating crops. Despite the importance of the crop, destructions by DBM on cabbage farms have forced thousands of farmers in West Africa to abandon cabbage production for other crops.
Prevention, early detection and containment of invasive, non-native plants in the Hawaiian Islands: current efforts and needs.  Technical Report #166. Kueffer, C. and L. Loope (Editors). August 2009. This report presents summaries of current achievements and processes and tools in place and a number of opinions on future perspectives, highlighting some of the main current issues for an effective bio-security system against invasive plant species in the Hawaiian Islands.

http://www.botany.hawaii.edu/faculty/duffy/techr/1 

Biological Invasions. Special Issue: Invasive rodents on islands. Very useful link: http://www.springerlink.com:80/content/t551vqx158n3/?p=736bdaae3cc2496083be8daf0fa66ea9&pi=0
PacAnt group, A CD-ROM version of the PIAkey, an identification guide to invasive ants of the Pacific region, is now available through USDA-APHIS-PPQ-CPHST. The cd version was designed specifically for individuals and agencies working with slow internet connections or no internet at all, to be able to use all the features of PIAkey, including the Lucid tool, species pages, and glossary. If you would like a copy of the CD-ROM, please reply with your shipping address. Regards Eli Sarnat www.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/PIAkey
Honey Bees Selected by ARS Toss Out Varroa Mites: ARS News Service Agricultural Research Service, USDA Alfredo Flores, (301) 504-1627, alfredo.flores@ars.usda.gov September 10, 2009View this report online, plus photos and related stories, at www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr Honey bees are now fighting back aggressively against Varroa mites, thanks to Agricultural Research Service (ARS) efforts to develop bees with a genetic trait that allows them to more easily find the mites and toss them out of the broodnest. The parasitic Varroa mite attacks the honey bee, Apis mellifera L., by feeding on its hemolymph, which is the combination of blood and fluid inside a bee. Colonies can be weakened or killed, depending on the severity of the infestation. Most colonies eventually die from varroa infestation if left untreated. Varroa-sensitive hygiene (VSH) is a genetic trait of the honey bee that allows it to remove mite-infested pupae from the capped brood–developing bees that are sealed inside cells of the comb with a protective layer of wax. The mites are sometimes difficult for the bees to locate, since they attack the bee brood while these developing bees are inside the capped cells. ARS scientists at the agency’s Honey Bee Breeding, Genetics and Physiology Research Unit in Baton Rouge, La., have developed honey bees with high expression of the VSH trait. Honey bees are naturally hygienic, and they often remove diseased brood from their nests. VSH is a specific form of nest cleaning focused on removing varroa-infested pupae. The VSH honey bees are quite aggressive in their pursuit of the mites. The bees gang up, chew and cut through the cap, lift out the infected brood and their mites, and discard them from the broodnest. See this activity in the attached video link here: http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/br/bees/index.htm This hygiene kills the frail mite offspring, which greatly reduces the lifetime reproductive output of the mother mite. The mother mite may survive the ordeal and try to reproduce in brood again, only to undergo similar treatment by the bees. To test the varroa resistance of VSH bees, the Baton Rouge team conducted field trials using 40 colonies with varying levels of VSH. Mite population growth was significantly lower in VSH and hybrid colonies than in bee colonies without VSH. Hybrid colonies had half the VSH genes normally found in pure VSH bees, but they still retained significant varroa resistance. Simpler ways for bee breeders to measure VSH behavior in colonies were also developed in this study. This research was published in the Journal of Apicultural Research and Bee World. ARS is the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s chief intramural scientific research agency.
The latest issue of Double Trouble – the e-bulletin for the Invasive Species Council’s climate change and pests project – is available at: 

http://www.invasives.org.au/newsletter.php?NewsletterId=16. 

The bulletin features a wide range of stories about the interactions of climate change and invasive species, including the risks of moving species threatened by climate change. Subscriptions are free – sign up at http://www.invasives.org.au/subscribe.php. The Invasive Species Council Australia now has a new website (www.invasives.org.au), which we will build over the next few months into a rich information source on many invasives issues. Suggestions welcomed. International subscribers to Double Trouble, the ebulletin on climate change & invasive species, are very welcome. 

For now, please subscribe by emailing isc@invasives.org.au - Name & email (& preferably location, institution) is all that is needed.
Regards

Carol Booth 

Congratulations on the new ISC Web site and best of luck with developing it further. I wonder if the US Invasive Species Council web sites might give you ideas for yours? You'll find lists of most of the various types of invasive species-related councils in the Expertise section of our Early Detection Rapid Response Framework: 

<http://edrr.nbii.gov/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=736&&PageID=2013&mode=2&in_hi_userid=2&cached=true> 

Elizabeth Sellers

Assistant Coordinator NBII Invasive Species Information Node

National Biological Information Infrastructure <www.nbii.gov>

National Program Office United States Geological Survey

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, Mail Stop 302 Reston, VA 20192 USA 

Ph 703.648.4385 | Fax 703.648.4224 

esellers@usgs.gov National - National Framework for Early Detection, Rapid Assessment, and Rapid Response to Invasive Species <http://edrr.nbii.gov/> Regional - IABIN Invasives Information Network (I3N) <http://i3n.iabin.net>Global - Global Invasive Species Information Network (GISIN) <http://www.gisin.org/>

Please let me have details of any work and/or actions you are planning and would like to include in next months posting due out OCTOBER 30, 2009. Also your comments and suggestions on the Soundbites are always welcome. SOIFUA
Mark J. Bonin Interim Coordinator

Pacific Invasives Learning Network [PILN]

P.O. Box 240

Apia, Samoa

Phone: (+685) 21929 ext. 280 Direct Line: (+685) 66280

Mobile: (+685) 771-7934

SKYPE: mark.james.bonin
Email: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org 
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