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PILN/SPREP URGENT REQUEST: We would like to ask everyone currently on the PILN Mailing list to please kindly acknowledge receipt of this issue and provide us with your updated postal address so we can update our mailing list and remove all the old email and postal addresses we currently have in our system. We would also like to occasionally send you hard copies of some of our relevant reports/proceedings, and documents as these become available. Faafetai Tele Lava.
NETWORK NEWS:
PILN Soundbites: PILN Soundbites is a monthly issue of network and other news from around the region, focusing on invasive species management and biodiversity conservation. All issues of PILN Soundbites are available on the PILN Webpage at the SPREP website: www.sprep.org/piln. We are still updating and redesigning the PILN Webpage to accommodate new information and materials. We expect to have this completed within the next few months as it will be an important task of the Full-Time PILN Coordinator. Please feel free to share this Soundbite with your fellow colleagues and networks that may also find this information of interest. Also please e-mail your thoughts, comments and suggestions to: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org PIILN is a participatory driven network and everyone’s comments are welcomed.
PILN Network Meeting: Funding is still being sought to support our next Network meeting now targeted for next year. We are currently looking at venue options and costs to hold this important meeting and as it is not likely we will be able to fund the same number of participants as in the past we encourage all countries, teams and organizations to allocate appropriate funding for their participation in the meeting.

As always we would wish to make the best of this opportunity and therefore would like to ask everyone for any comments and suggestions on location, venue, content, field trips, etc. Should no other countries or teams be able to host such a meeting then we will continue to develop plans for Samoa and/or an alternate centralized location in the region in order to reduce costs. Please remember that PILN is a participant-driven network and therefore your input is invaluable.
COUNTRY ACTIVITIES/ACTION PLANS: My sincere apologies if your news is not here but that probably means that I have failed to catch up with you in time, or you haven’t had time to put some words together to catch this deadline. So please give us some news for the next issue due out early because of the holidays on DECEMBER 24, 2009. Several of you have suggested that this is the most interesting and valuable part of the Soundbites so let’s all work hard to make it better for everyone.
PALAU: The Palau Bureau of Agriculture (BOA) and the Palau Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) announced today the successful completion of the Pet Monkey Sterilization Clinic. The Clinic was held from November 9-17. The purpose of this sterilization project was to ensure that the monkeys will not be able to reproduce if they escape from their owners. This will prevent the spread of monkeys throughout Palau, where they can cause significant economic and environmental harm. It is part of a long term project to eventually entirely remove the threat of monkeys to the Republic. The Clinic was held at the Koror State Animal Shelter, with the assistance of three veterinarians from Hong Kong and Indonesia, Dr. Paolo Martelli, Dr. Karthi Martelli, and Dr. Karmele Llano Sanchez. These three veterinarians have extensive experience sterilizing macaque monkeys in Hong Kong and throughout Southeast Asia. They brought special equipment with them for the clinic, and shared their expertise with the staff of the Animal Shelter.

A total of 27 pet monkeys were seen at the Clinic.  Several of these had serious health problems, and 10 pet monkeys were euthanized at the request of their owners. A total of 17 pet monkeys were sterilized and returned to their owners in Koror and Babeldaob. The monkeys were also de-wormed, and their blood was checked for diseases which could be transmitted to humans. Information on the disease status of the monkeys has been provided to the Ministry of Health for appropriate action. Owners of diseased monkeys have also been informed.

The BOA and PAWS thank the three veterinarians, who traveled to Palau at their own expense to conduct this clinic. We could not have done it without them. We also extend particular appreciation to the Government of Koror State for the use of the Animal Shelter for the clinic, and to all the staff of the Shelter. Additional thanks go to the Palau Royal Resort for donation of towels, to Sam’s Tours for providing a free kayak tour to the visiting veterinarians, and to Palau Conservation Society for assistance with publicity. We also thank all the owners of pet monkeys, who cooperated fully with this project. Partial funding for this project was provided by the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) of Conservation International.

**Our biological control of the cycad scale is successfully controlling the scale. The beetle is established, and spreading on its own to infested plants. Native cycads in limestone forests are rather isolated, and still not infested. Following consultation with our partners at the University of Guam, we can now declare this project a success for ornamental cycads in Koror. The criterion for deciding that we have succeeded is that the biocontrol agent is keeping scale populations below levels that would require any other treatment. As of October 15, the last date when we monitored, there are 36 sites with infested cycad plants. Of these, we have released the biocontrol agent at 29, and the agent has established at 33 sites. The 3 sites where it has not established, it was released within the last two weeks and has not had time to establish. (NOTE: The biocontrol agent has spread by itself to 7 sites.). The scale still has not spread to wild native cycads in the Rock Islands. The Coordinator is continuing to monitor ornamental and wild cycads, and to rear and release the biocontrol agent.

Joel E. Miles, Ph.D.

National Invasive Species Coordinator

Bureau of Agriculture

P.O. Box 460

Koror, PW 96940

REPUBLIC OF PALAU

Tel: 680-544-5804

Fax: 680-544-5090

nisc@palaunet.com
SAMOA:
Rattan Palm (Calamus caesius) Eradication Programme: Talie, James and 7 others visited the Tuaefu rattan site on Thursday morning Nov 5, and uprooted 161 small rattan seedlings in 1.5 hrs. This is slightly more than last time in June this year (121 seedlings) but the good news is that there were no mature plants found.

Malo to Talie and the rattan team for keeping this great project going for 3.5 years! The project will probably need to be kept going for at least another year, as the seeds keep germinating- proving that rattan seeds have very long viability in Samoan soil!
Soifua,

James Atherton

Conservation Outcomes Manager

Conservation International Pacific Islands Program

P.O. Box 2035 Apia, Samoa

Tel: (+685) 21593

Fax: (+685) 28570

E-mail: jatherton@conservation.org 
MEETING/CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS/NEWS:
Report on the Pacific Bio-Control Strategy Workshop, Auckland, NZ November 16-18, 2009: This month (Nov 16-18, 2009), 10 Pacific islands countries and territories were represented at a Pacific Biocontrol Strategy Development Workshop in New Zealand, along with over 30 other delegates including plant health experts, scientists and Pacific invasive information managers.

The workshop helped lay the foundation for a regional approach for implementing biological control work in the Pacific. “One of the main highlights was to see and realize there is a significant number of successful invasive species projects using bio-control happening in the region at present and scope for much more,” said Mark Bonin, the Interim Coordinator of the Pacific Invasives Learning Network (PILN).

“There are already projects employing successful biological agents that can, in the very immediate future be shared amongst other countries that have similar problems, of course we first would have to overcome the financial, legislative, and logistical constraints but there is great potential for doing something very soon and quickly, that would enable Pacific Island countries and territories to share expertise, experiences and at least in part resources.”

The Pacific Biocontrol Strategy Development Workshop was a collaborative effort between several key organizations including PILN, the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP), the Pacific Invasives Initiative based at Auckland University, the Secretariat of the Pacific Community’s Land Resources Division, LandCare Research New Zealand, and the United States Forest Service in Hawai’i. Funding for the workshop was provided by those already mentioned as well as the United States Department of State, Hawaii Invasive Species Council, CEPF, and NZAID. 

The workshop also looked at identifying and addressing issues related to the biological control of weeds and insect pests affecting agriculture, forestry and biodiversity. 

A dramatic example of the economic impacts of invasives was seen in Samoa in the 1990s, when taro leaf blight, a fungal disease, arrived and decimated taro production, a key part of the Samoan economy. It is estimated to have cost Samoa $US 40 million, more than the impact of three cyclones, to replace domestic consumption, lost exports and the cost of measures to control the disease.

“One of the main targets for us now, after this workshop is to work with our member countries to help prioritize their invasive species, including both plant and animal pests, for biological control. Then we can start looking seriously at the commonalities between countries in the Pacific and work together to help minimize the expense of an often expensive invasive species management project.”

American Samoa, Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Guam, New Caledonia, Niue, Northern Marianas, Papua New Guinea, Palau, Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu attended the Pacific Biocontrol Strategy Development Workshop which took place 16 to 18, November.

For further details please contact the Dr. Alan Tye Invasive Species Officer SPREP E: alant@sprep.org or the Interim PILN Coordinator Mr. Mark Bonin at E: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org, T: (685) 21929 ext 280 or Direct line: (+685) 66280, Fax: (685) 20231 Web: http://www.sprep.org/PILN/index.htm 
Item by: Nanette Woonton SPREP Associate Media & Publications Officer
“Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust International Training Centre, Island Species-Led Action (ISLA) course 2010”.

Following the success of ISLA 2008 in Guam and ISLA 2009 in Fiji the International Training Centre is pleased to announce that we have funding for one more iteration of this popular course in the Pacific region. ISLA is a 10-day course for conservation practitioners & educators, focusing on proven & practical approaches to managing endangered species and habitats that can be realised with minimal resource implications. The course is designed for island species and habitat conservation managers from the public & private/charity sectors & academic staff from island universities/colleges.
The secured funding will cover local costs and provide a small number of scholarships for participants from other countries. We are now looking for a location and a partner to host the 2010 course, in the latter half of the year. If you are interested please get in touch with jill.key@durrell.org. 
Dr Jill Key

International Training Centre
Extension 050

Mobile 07829 804 509
Conservation NGO Management and Leadership 2010: Unitec NZ is offering a management and leadership training programme for Managers and Leaders of conservation NGOs in the Pacific. A Flyer is avaialable upon request from the PILN Coordinator. For further information please contact Fraser McDonald at fmcdonald@unitec.ac.nz
Thanking you in advance

Warm Regards

Fraser McDonlad

Conferences from CBB - the Centre for Biodiversity and Biosecurity: Early bird registration closes 30 November http://www.cbb.org.nz/conferences.asp 

Dear colleagues, We are organizing a workshop from March 8 to 10 near Munich where we'll discuss (A) if there is an emerging crisis in invasion biology and (B) how we can combine ecological theory, experiments, and field studies to achieve major progress in our discipline. We have deliberately chosen the term "crisis", hoping it will provoke discussions about the current state of our discipline and lead to fruitful interactions. Please follow the link for more information: http://www.invasion-ecology.de/downloads/Workshop2010.pdf It would be great to have you there.

Dr. Jonathan Jeschke

Ludwig-Maximilians-University Munich

Department of Biology II, Aquatic Ecology

Grosshaderner Str. 2

82152 Planegg-Martinsried, Germany

www.jeschke.tk
The 11th ICAZ International Conference of ICAZ (International Council for Archaeozoology) will take place in Paris, from 23 to 28 August 2010. This conference also includes scientific sessions on wildlife domestication, trading and island translocation, and invasions in the world through the ages and that might be of interest for you or your network. For more info:

http://www.alexandriaarchive.org/icaz/ICAZ2010/00-1st%20page/1st%20page.htm
Dear Colleagues, Below are upcoming conferences/workshops that may be of interest to you. For more information please follow the links provided. 
· Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre 28 February-3 March, 2010 (SEE): http://www.globalbiosecurity2010.com/
· International Invasive Ant Management Workshop 27–29 April, 2010 (SEE): http://www.terc.csiro.au/iiamw/location.asp 

Regards,

Natasha Doherty

Programme Support Officer

PII (Pacific Invasives Initiative)

School Of Biological Sciences 

The University of Auckland - Tamaki Campus 

Private Bag 92019

Auckland 1142

New Zealand

Ph: 64 9 3737599 ext.86817

Fax: 64 9 3737042

Website: http://issg.org/cii/pii/

Further details about the Island Invasives: Eradication and Management Conference are now posted on the conference website: http://www.cbb.org.nz/conferences.asp 
Of particular note is the draft programme as a downloadable pdf file. This includes authors and titles of 96 oral presentations and 46 poster papers. Please also note that the cutoff date for discounted early registration is the end of November. At this time nearly half of the 300 places are taken.

Dick Veitch Manager, 

Island Invasives Conference 

48 Manse Road Papakura 2113

New Zealand

Ph/fax +64 9 298

5775dveitch@kiwilink.co.nz 

http://www.cbb.org.nz/conferences.asp 
The Faculty of Life Sciences, University of Copenhagen, is hosting the *6th European Conference on Biological Invasions NEOBIOTA*. The title of the conference is *Biological Invasions in a Changing World - from Science to Management*. The organizing committee is pleased to invite all those who are interested in invasive plants and animals, to register and submit abstracts for oral and/or poster presentations at the conference homepage http://cis.danbif.dk/neobiota2010. Here you will also find more detailed information about the conference venue, topics, accommodation, etc. The conference will take place on 14-17 September 2010 in Copenhagen, Denmark, starting with an invited evening keynote lecture presented by Richard J. Hobbs from the Murdoch University in Western Australia. Everyone interested in Biological Invasions is invited to participate and share ideas, new results and opinions. All professions (ecologists, conservation agencies, stake-holders), all organisms (plants, animals, pathogens, fungi) and ecosystems (marine, freshwater, terrestrial) will be considered.

The registration is now opened. We encourage early registration, since the conference will be limited to 300 participants. Please, note also that *the deadline for registration and submission of abstracts is 15 March 2010*. For sharing the information with your colleagues interested in biological invasions, you may want to download a *flyer* from the conference homepage (see http://cis.danbif.dk/neobiota2010/info/conference-flyer).
International invasive ant management workshop: Announcing a three day workshop on the management of invasive ants to be held in Darwin, Australia on 27-29 April 2010. This focused workshop aims to facilitate networking among people involved in invasive ant management, as well as to improve the incorporation of research and ant biology into management. The workshop will be hosted by CSIRO, with accommodation at the Mirambeena resort within Darwin city. This workshop will be limited to 60 people due to restricted facility size. As such, priority will be given to people who are actively involved in decision making and ground work of invasive ant management, especially eradication programs. Participants will be expected to provide a brief (max. 5 minute) presentation of themselves and their work, and are also encouraged to propose a longer talk (15-20 minutes) of any aspect of invasive ant management that they deem of relevance to the workshop. Details of this workshop are yet to be finalized, and more information will be provided as soon as possible. For planning purposes, the cost of the workshop will be under AU$1500 per person, which includes accommodation.

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST Combined workshops:

8th International Workshop on Biological Control and Management of Chromolaena odorata and Other Eupatorieae Workshop on Management of Parthenium hysterophorus Nairobi, Kenya, October 2010
Dr Costas Zachariades

ARC-PPRI, Private Bag X6006, Hilton, 3245 South Africa

Tel 033-3559418, cell 0833152100, fax 033-3559423

Alternative e-mail costaszach@yahoo.co.uk 
NEWS FROM PARTNERS/OTHERS:
Dear Colleagues,

To help with management of common mynas (Acridotheres tristis), PII has prepared a review of international literature on myna biology and ecology. The information has been interpreted in the context of New Zealand simply because that is where a lot of the available information is from. The review will provide a baseline for myna management work for practitioners in Pacific Island Countries and Territories. To download this document visit the PII website http://www.issg.org/cii/pii/index.html the document can be found under the “News” tab. 

Natasha Doherty

Programme Support Officer

PII (Pacific Invasives Initiative)

School Of Biological Sciences 

The University of Auckland - Tamaki Campus 

Private Bag 92019

Auckland 1142

New Zealand

Ph: 64 9 3737599 ext.86817

Fax: 64 9 3737042

Website: http://issg.org/cii/pii/
Special Note: If you have problems with the download a PDF can be obtained via the PILN Interim Coordinator upon request.
Pacific Bio-Control Strategy Workshop, Auckland, NZ November 16-18, 2009: As promised, the pdf versions of the presentations from the workshop are now hosted on the PII website: www.issg.org/cii/PII thanks to Natasha and Bill.

Souad Boudjelas

Programme Manager

Pacific Invasives Initiative (PII)

IUCN Invasive Species Specialist Group (ISSG)

University of Auckland

Private bag 92019

Auckland, New Zealand

Tel: #64 (09) 373 7599 (x 86805)

Fax: #64 (09) 373 7042
URL: www.issg.org/cii/PII
Special Note: Workshop Proceedings will be announced once they are available (PILN Interim coordinator)
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:
Information on a Proposed Climate Fund at: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8384523.stm 

Dear Colleagues, EarthCorps is a leader in Washington State for invasive flora removal. We offer an international exchange program for the junior staff or volunteers of international organizations that have similar interests. EarthCorps is now accepting international applications for our environmental service learning program. EarthCorps offers a 6-month service learning program in Seattle, Washington, USA that brings together emerging environmental leaders to learn the fundamentals of:
· Environmental Service

· Community Building

· Leadership

EARTHCORPS CHARGES NO TUITION OR FEES for its services and in fact supplies insurance, individual homestay families, food, gear and a monthly stipend to all international participants. EarthCorps provides additional support in acquiring US J-1 Trainee visas. EarthCorps has established the following minimum criteria to be considered for the program:
· 18-25 years of age

· Conversational English

· No Criminal Record

BEFORE YOU NOMINATE please note that EarthCorps is required by the US government to ensure that every applicant meets strict criteria in order to qualify for a US J-1 Trainee visa. Before you nominate please make sure your candidates meet the following minimum criteria:

· 4 year college degree in the environmental field and 1 year of relevant work experience




OR-

· 5 years of work experience in the environmental field

These criteria are only for meeting US government regulations regarding the J-1 Trainee visa. US American team members may have less experience than this when entering the program.

DEADLINES AND START DATES:

· Applicant Application Dead Line: January 29, 2010

· Participant selection: February 2010

· Visa processing: March - April 2010

· Travel confirmation: May 2010

· EarthCorps Program starting date: June 2, 2010

· EarthCorps Program graduation: December 2010

TO APPLY: Candidates should be referred to EarthCorps by an environmental organization (i.e. NGO, community group, university or student club). Materials are available online at: http://www.earthcorps.org/join_international.php. Separate application materials for the candidate will be sent after confirmation of their nomination. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Mark Howard

Senior International Program Manager, Responsible Officer EarthCorps

6310 NE 74th St., Suite 201E

Seattle, Washington 98115 USA

+1-206-322-9296 ext. 224 office

+1-206-322-9312 fax

email: mark@earthcorps.org 

http://www.earthcorps.org/international.php
The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation is granting up to twenty International Climate Protection Fellowships annually funded under the Federal Environment Ministry's (BMU) International Climate Protection Initiative. The fellowships target prospective leaders from non-European threshold and developing countries who are engaged in the field of climate protection and resource conservation in academia, business and administration in their countries. The fellowship will enable the recipients to conduct a research-related project of their own choice with hosts in Germany whom they are free to choose themselves. The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation is running the programme, which is currently scheduled to last until 2012/2013, in cooperation with the Federation of German Industries (BDI), the Centre for International Postgraduate Studies in Environmental Management (CIPSEM) at TU Dresden, the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), the Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt (DBU), the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) and the Renewables Academy AG (RENAC). In addition to applicants who have been trained in the natural and engineering sciences, candidates who have been engaged in legal, economic and societal issues relating to climate change are encouraged to apply for this programme. For more information: http://www.humboldt-foundation.de/web/ICF.html closing date (date of receipt at Humboldt Foundation): 15th January 2010. 
AUSTRALIA ANNOUNCES FUNDING PRIORITIES FOR PACIFIC CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION: The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Stephen Smith, and the Minister for Climate Change and Water, Penny Wong, today announced funding priorities to assist Pacific Island countries to meet the immediate challenges of climate change. The Government has previously announced $150 million for the International Climate Change Adaptation Initiative. The Initiative aims to meet high priority climate adaptation needs in vulnerable countries in our region.

Of this $150 million Initiative, $75 million has previously been allocated and $50 million is being allocated today. Of this $50 million, $25 million will be allocated to help implement high priority, practical adaptation programs in Pacific island countries, including:
· working with the agricultural sector to address food security issues;

· protecting water supplies and essential infrastructure;

· improving coastal zone management to increase the resilience of coastal areas and community settlements to climate change; and

· supporting disaster preparedness and disaster risk reduction programs.
A further $12 million will be provided for the Pacific Adaptation Strategy Assistance Program to strengthen the capacity of Pacific Island countries to assess their vulnerabilities to climate change and develop adaptation strategies. This will help Pacific Island countries to build the skills and knowledge they need for long-term decision making to prepare for climate change. Australia will also contribute:

· $6 million to support Pacific regional organisations to undertake adaptation work on issues such as fisheries management and crop diversity;

· $4.3 million investment will be made upgrading sea level monitoring stations in Pacific countries; and 

· $2.7 million will be spent in partnership with non-government organisations working on adaptation in the region.

Australia is committed to decisive action on climate change both at home and globally, and recognises that building resilience to climate change is critically important for vulnerable countries in the Pacific. Of the $75 million previously allocated, amounts include:

· $14.8m of funding for the Pacific announced by the Prime Minister at last year’s Forum in Niue;

· $20m for the Pacific Climate Change Science Program; and

· $40m for the World Bank’s Pilot Programme for Climate Resilience.

For more information please visit www.ausaid.gov.au/keyaid/adaptation.cfm 

AVAILABLE NEWSLETTERS/REPORTS: The following newsletters, flyers and reports are also available as a PDF through PILN upon request and also at the PILN webpage found at www.sprep.org: 
1. The Ecosystem Approach e-Newsletter [CBD] Volume 4- October, 2009

2. PRIF Newsletter 2 –October, 2009

3. APFISN Newsletter Vol. 22 May-June, 2009
4. islandNet Newsletter November, 2009

5. The Plant Doctor Newsletter – 17 November, 2009

6. CEPF E-News November, 2009

7. PII Newsletter, November, 2009
INTERSTING NEWS/LINKS/WEBSITES:
The Australian Association for the Advancement of Pacific Studies A National Strategy for the Study of the Pacific is the first major report on Pacific Studies in Australia, and an invaluable resource. You can get to it via the AAAPS website: http://www.aaaps.edu.au/ and go to National Report.

Another interesting little snippet emphasising the link between climate change and invasives – invasives are winners! http://climate-l.org/2009/11/12/cbd-stresses-threat-posed-to-ecosystems-by-climate-change-induced-invasive-species/ The original release it came from: http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32916&Cr=climate+change&Cr1
Liz Dovey

Dear colleagues- the Invasive Animals Cooperative Research Centre has just released a report, entitled ‘Pathogens in vertebrate pests in Australia’, which reviews published Australian literature from the past decade on diseases or pathogens reported in feral pigs, wild dogs, foxes, feral cats, feral goats, rabbits, rodents, carp and cane toads. It is available on the CRC’s website at: 

http://www.invasiveanimals.com/publications/downloads/Pathogens-in-vertebrate-pests_120909.pdf 
Dr Wendy Henderson

Detection & Prevention Program Coordinator

Invasive Animals Cooperative Research Centre Blg 3D3

University of Canberra ACT 2601

Phone: (02) 6201 5509Fax: (02) 6201 2532

Email: wendy.henderson@invasiveanimals.com
Web: www.invasiveanimals.com
Dear All, I thought you might all be interested in the following publications.

IUCN's "Neighborhood Watch - Early Detection and Rapid Response to Biological Invasion along U.S Trade Pathways" identifies the crucial measures required to improve biosecurity measures at and around control points in international trade, especially U.S. ports, as well as a possible funding mechanism based upon the “polluter pays” principle. While focused on the case of the United States, it addresses a universal problem and recognizes that the solution requires the full participation of all trading partners.
“Neighborhood Watch” follows an earlier volume "Denying Entry: Opportunities to Build Capacity to Prevent the Introduction of Invasive Species and Improve Biosecurity at U.S. Ports" published in 2007 which addressed the challenges of “regulatory exclusion” of potentially invasive species through trace pathways.

If you would like a hard copy of Neighborhood Watch, Denying Entry, or indeed the accompanying volume specific to the Caribbean please contact Taffeta Gray on taffeta.gray@iucn.org and provide details of how many copies of which titles and the address to which to send them.

Taffeta Gray
Marine Communications Officer

IUCN US

Suite 300

1630 Connecticut Ave NW

Washington DC

20009

202 330 3615

www.iucn.org/usa
taffeta.gray@iucn.org 
A report discussing options for developing a European policy on invasive species has been just posted on the European Commission webpage

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/invasivealien/docs/Shine2009_IAS_Final%20report.pdf
The report also includes an estimate of the costs caused by invasives to the European economy. 

Piero Genovesi (Papik) PhD

Chair IUCN SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group www.issg.org

ISPRA (Institute for Environmental Protection and Research)

Via Curtatone 3 

I-00185 Rome

Italy

tel +39 06 50074170

FAX +39 06 50074013

The Journal of Applied Ecology has just published a Virtual Issue of papers on "Key Perspectives in the Management of Biological Invasions", in honour of the International Congress on Biological Invasions, being held in Fuzhou, China. The papers, which are all free to access online, are the most highly cited papers on this topic published by the Journal of Applied  Ecology over the last five years. The introduction to the Virtual Issue is provided below:

A key strategic aim of the Journal of Applied Ecology is to increase both the authorship and readership of the journal from Asia, and we are working proactively to achieve this. In this regard the Editorial board of the Journal of Applied Ecology have been closely involved in the planning of the first International Congress on Biological Invasions be held in China. The Congress, sponsored by the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS) and CAB International (CABI), will take place in Fuzhou in November 2009. The rapid economic development in China and growth in international trade over the last decades has led to biological invasions becoming an increasingly high profile issue in China. As a dominant exporter of commodities across the globe, China is widely regarded as a potentially significant source of invasive organisms but at the same time the number of new pests and diseases entering China is closely tied to economic growth (see Editorial in Volume 46 (1):10-18, February 2009).

To coincide with the Congress, and also to bring applied perspectives in the management of invasive species to a wider readership, the Journal of Applied Ecology is launching a Virtual Issue presenting the 20 most cited papers the journal has published in this field in the last 5 years. A key strategic aim of the journal is to increase both the authorship and readership of the journal from China, and we are working proactively to achieve this. Nevertheless, we have received few submissions from China addressing the applied perspectives of managing invasive species. We are very keen to hear from scientists carrying out the most exciting and influential research in this region about any initiatives that they feel could help them engage more fully with the journal. We hope the Congress will act as a catalyst for excellent applied research and look forward in publishing the best research from China in the pages of our journal. Read this virtual issue online at: http://www.journalofappliedecology.org/view/0/virtualissueoct09.html The introduction and the article titles in the Virtual Issue have also been translated into Simplified Chinese:

http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/pdf/Virtual_Issue_Applied_Perspectives_Chinese.pdf
One fifth of all mammals face extinction: Mark Henderson | November 04, 2009 [Article from: Times Online ] : A FIFTH of the world's known mammals, a third of amphibians and reptiles and more than two thirds of plants are threatened with extinction, according to the latest "red list" of endangered species. Of the 5,490 mammal species that have been identified, 79 are extinct or no longer exist in the wild, 188 are critically endangered, 449 are endangered and 505 are classed as vulnerable, the International Union for Conservation of Nature has said. 
Recent additions to the register include the eastern voalavo, a mountain rodent from the tropical forests of Madagascar, which is endangered by slash-and-burn farming. "This year's list makes for sobering reading," Craig Hilton-Taylor, manager of the union's red list unit, said. "These results are just the tip of the iceberg. We have managed to assess only 47,663 species; there are many more millions out there that could be under serious threat. We do, however, know that conservation action works, so let's not wait until it's too late." 
A total of 293 reptiles have been added to the list this year, including 165 species from the Philippines alone. They include the Panay monitor lizard, which is endangered because of habitat loss caused by farming and logging, and people hunting it for food. The sail-fin water lizard, also from the Philippines, is listed as vulnerable because of habitat loss and the collection of hatchlings by people for food and the pet trade. 
Among amphibians, the Kihansi spray toad, found near the Kihansi Falls in Tanzania, has been moved from the critically endangered category to be declared extinct in the wild. The construction of a dam upstream of the Kihansi Falls has cut off 90 per cent of water flow to the gorge where the toad lives and it has also been affected by chytridiomycosis, a fungal disease that has wiped out or threatened many amphibian species across the world. Chytridiomycosis has also contributed to the plight of the Rabb's fringe-limbed treefrog, which is found in central Panama. The fungus was reported to be present in its habitat in 2006, and only a single male has been heard calling since then. Breeding programmes have so far failed. The tally of 2,639 threatened invertebrates includes 1,360 newly added damselflies and dragonflies, such as the giant jewel dragonfly of southeast Nigeria and southwest Cameroon, which is classed as vulnerable because of forest destruction. 
Jane Smart, director of the union's biodiversity conservation group, said: "The scientific evidence of a serious extinction crisis is mounting. January sees the launch of the International Year of Biodiversity. The latest analysis of the IUCN Red List shows the 2010 target to reduce biodiversity loss will not be met. It's time for governments to start getting serious about saving species and make sure it's high on their agendas for next year, as we're rapidly running out of time.” The Times “
Marine iguana cause island (FIJI) fear: See original story at: http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=133671
Issac Rounds has confirmed the identification of the iguana as green iguana (Iguana iguana) not marine iguana. This species of iguana is an invasive species and as spread through the pet trade. More information regarding this species can be found on the GISP website: http://www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?si=1022&fr=1&sts=sss&lang=EN 
TaroPest: an illustrated guide to pests and diseases of taro in the South Pacific

Publication Date: 2008

Publication Code: MN132

ISBN: 978 1 921424 55 6 (print) 978 1 921434 56 3 (online)

Author(s): Carmichael A., Harding R., Jackson G., Kumar S., Lal S.N., Masamdu R., Wright J. and Clarke A.R. Link: http://www.aciar.gov.au/publication/MN132
Pest net members can download the book themselves (see link) and can also write to ACIATR to request single copies for personal use at no cost:

Dr Greg I Johnson
Horticulture 4 Development
PO Box 412 Jamison
ACT Australia 2614
Release of new ID guide: NIWA has published an exciting new reference tool to assist with coralline algal identification for a range of users, from professional phycologists to ecologists, students, and the interested amateur. Farr, T.; Broom, J.; Hart, D.; Neill, K.; Nelson, W. (2009). Common coralline algae of northern New Zealand: an identification guide. NIWA Information Series No. 70. ISSN 1174-264X
Our latest identification guide covers the common crustose and turfing coralline algae found in northern New Zealand, including the Kermadec Islands. The guide contains introductory chapters on coralline algae, their taxonomy, structure, and reproduction; details how to recognise and collect coralline algae in the field; and how to preserve and identify corallines in the lab. The range of tools provided suit different ways of working with coralline algae; whether you’re preparing microscope slides and observing fine, detailed features, or just looking at the pattern of branches of a turfing algae, there are tables and keys – including easy-to-use flow chart keys – you can use to help you identify the algae you find, and an illustrated glossary to assist with terminology. The guide includes illustrated species profiles for more than 30 common species, with field data, distribution information, key characters, and photographs for each species. The guide is available free of charge, as a PDF file, via download from the NIWA website:

http://www.niwa.co.nz/our-science/aquatic-biodiversity-and-biosecurity/tools/marine-guides
(Please note that when you click on the image of the front cover, the 13MB pdf file will download and open in a new window or tab, from which you can save the file). We've made good use of the functionalities of the electronic format - navigation is quick and easy, using bookmarks and clickable links within the guide. You can, for example, click quickly to a given species profile from within any of the guide's tables and keys.

Download earlier ID guide: NEW – Download the 2005 ID Guide: We have made available our earlier identification guide to central New Zealand coralline algae as a free downloadable pdf file (follow the link as above; 9 MB file). Previously only available for purchase as a book or CD, this pdf file is set up for navigation via bookmarks. Harvey, A.; Woelkerling, W.; Farr, T.; Neill, K.; Nelson, W. (2005). Coralline algae of central New Zealand: an identification guide to common 'crustose' species. NIWA Information Series No. 57. ISSN 1174-264X

Tracy Farr
Biodiversity - Marine Algal Research

National Institute of Water & Atmospheric Research (NIWA)

Private Bag 14-901

Kilbirnie, Wellington, 6241, NEW ZEALAND

PH: +64 (0)4.386.0601

E: t.farr@niwa.co.nz
Dear islandNet colleagues- please note there was an error in the link to the Lord Howe Island Draft Rodent Eradication Plan in our November newsletter. The correct link is at: http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/pestsweeds/IntroducedRats.htm
The draft plan is available for public comment until November 27.
A new spraying manual review by IPM Net ALL ABOUT KNAPSACK-STYLE SPRAY EQUIPMENT: With extensive industry backing and input, two well known experts have prepared an informative document describing key elements for effective and safe use of hand-operated, backpack style spraying equipment. The 40-page treatise, Best Knapsack Spraying Practices, by T. Friedrich (FAO) and G.A. Matthews (International Pesticide Application Research Centre), utilizes numerous color illustrations and a compact layout to address topics ranging from pre-application procedures, to after spraying clean up, all with an eye toward "encouraging the recognition and adoption of the industry's best practices for better, safer crop protection product use--world wide and for all," as stated on the publication's cover. The contents list, on page 10 following a lengthy industry-generated introduction, notes inclusion of items such as transporting crop protection products (CPP's, also known as pesticides), handling and correct disposal of containers, as well as a useful glossary. The all-important aspect of pre-application calibration is touched on and includes a schematic drawing, which is too small to be easily read, and a narrative that lacks sufficient examples of typical in-field calibration calculations. In most of the illustrations showing knapsack sprayers in use, operators are wearing appropriate protective gear--except for one glaring example where the operator lacks gloves and respirator. The "buyers guide" to elements to consider in purchasing a knapsack sprayer offers numerous points worth considering, but jammed together in the text. Critically important steps for following correct application techniques are shoe- horned onto a single page and would have been better if given much more emphasis and space in the layout, such as bulleted lines, illustrations, color, bold type face, or other means. Overall, the publication, online at http://tinyurl.com/n4br9s does add to the important literature already published on knapsack sprayer features, usage, and safe handling, but tends to bury that valuable information amidst sponsoring industry hoopla or condense key elements into easily skipped over paragraphs thus diluting some of its potential impact.

Grahame Jackson
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NSW 2022 Australia
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Please let me have details of any work and/or actions you are planning and would like to include in next months posting due out DECEMBER 24, 2009. Also your comments and suggestions on the Soundbites are always welcome. SOIFUA
Mark J. Bonin (Interim Coordinator)
Pacific Invasives Learning Network [PILN]

P.O. Box 240

Apia, Samoa

Phone: (+685) 21929 ext. 280 Direct Line: (+685) 66280

Mobile: (+685) 771-7934

SKYPE: mark.james.bonin
Email: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org 
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