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NETWORK NEWS:
PILN Soundbites: PILN Soundbites is a monthly issue of network and other news from around the region, focusing on invasive species management and biodiversity conservation. All issues of PILN Soundbites are available on the PILN Webpage at the SPREP website: www.sprep.org/piln. We are still updating and redesigning the PILN Webpage to accommodate new information and materials. We expect to have this completed within the next few months as it will be an important task of the Full-Time PILN Coordinator who is expected to be on board this coming July. Please feel free to share this Soundbite with your fellow colleagues and networks that may also find this information of interest. Also please e-mail your thoughts, comments and suggestions to: alant@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org PIILN is a participatory driven network and everyone’s comments are welcomed. Again have a great year and good success with Invasive Species management everyone. Next Posting April 30, 2010. As this is my last Soundbites to produce may I take this opportunity to thank everyone for your constructive comments and inputs over the last 15 months on the issues content and format good luck to everyone in all your futures.
COUNTRY ACTIVITIES/ACTION PLANS: APOLOGIES no country submissions were received this month despite several attempts to coax information from you so please share any news you might have with Dr. Alan Tye piln@sprep.org or alant@sprep.org who will be looking after the next issues until the new PILN Coordinator comes on board. Several of you have suggested that this is the most interesting and valuable part of the Soundbites so let’s all work hard to make it better for everyone. Thank you.
NEWS FROM PARTNERS/OTHERS:
Full-time PILN Coordinator selected: Following a selection process that began late last year, a new full-time PILN Coordinator has been selected. Dr Posa Skelton expects to take up his new job with PILN in July. Posa is currently based at the University of the South Pacific and the Land Resources Division, SPC in Suva, working as coordinator of the SPC/SPREP/USP partnership BioNET-PACINET; the Pacific loop of the global BioNet network for taxonomy. He will therefore bring valuable networking experience to his new job with PILN. Originally from Samoa, Posa is a marine biologist by training and a specialist on seaweeds, and he has worked on marine invasive species.

While welcoming Posa to PILN, we take this opportunity to extend our warm thanks to Mark Bonin, who has been holding the PILN fort as part-time, interim Coordinator, since the end of 2008. Mark will remain with PILN as a member of the Samoa National Invasives Task Team and we look forward to his continued participation in PILN activities.

Alan Tye

on behalf of SPREP and the PILN partner organisations
From Interim Coordinator: May I take this opportunity to wish Posa a big congratulations and Fa’amalo on your new post and wish you all the success in your future endeavours. Soifua Mark J. Bonin
MEETING/CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS/NEWS:
Dear All,

I am glad to inform you that the call for abstracts for the 2nd Workshop on Invasive Alien Plants in Mediterranean Type Regions of the World is now open until the 9th of April. We are expecting your proposals on the following topics:

1. Plant invasions in the Mediterranean: where do we stand?
2. Global change, risk assessment and modeling of invasive alien plants
3. Communication, policies & strategies for tackling invasive alien plants
4. Early detection, eradication and management of invasive alien plants
Further information and the registration form are available at:

http://archives.eppo.org/MEETINGS/2010_conferences/mediterranean_ias.htm 

Sarah Brunel

Scientific Officer "Invasive Alien Plants"

EPPO/OEPP 1, rue le Nôtre75016 PARIS

Tél: +33-1-45-20-77-94

Fax : +33-1-42-24-89-43

Mail: brunel@eppo.fr Web: 

www.eppo.org" 
www.eppo.org

IFA Conference Update: 2010 Imported Fire Ant and Invasive Ant Conference Participants: For those still interested in presenting a paper or poster at the 2010 conference, the deadline for paper/poster submission has been extended to March 15, 2010. So far we have over 20 paper submissions and several posters but have time slots for an additional 10 to 12 papers, and space for more posters. Also, there will be a session on Raspberry crazy ants and a roundtable discussion on research and extension needs related to imported fire ants. Forms and conference information are available on the extension 2010 Imported Fire Ant and Invasive Ant conference page at: http://www.extension.org/pages/Annual_Imported_Fire_Ant_Conference Thanks to those that sent their paper/poster submissions early. They were very helpful in developing the program.
Kelly M. Loftin, Ph.D.

Extension Entomologist/Associate Professor

Livestock Pests and Imported Fire Ants

Cralley-Warren Lab

2601 N. Young Avenue

Fayetteville, AR 72704

479 575-3462

Fax: 479 575-3348

Mobile: 501 416-3684kloftin@uaex.edu

The International Training Centre of the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust announces the following courses for 2010:

1. The Art of Natural History Illustration – An Introductory Course. Jersey, 2nd – 13th August.

Do you believe that science and art are at their best when working together, informing and supporting each other? Do you love wildlife, enjoy drawing or painting, and are passionate about conservation? If the answer is “yes” join us for a 2-week small group course with a team who have taught some of our most celebrated illustrators and artists: 

· Step by step, build your skills to produce stunning and detailed paintings of the natural world 

· Generate new ways of thinking and develop insight into the synergy between art and science 

· Experience privileged access to the world renowned Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust (formerly Jersey Zoo) 

· Make new friends with like-minded enthusiasts 

Course fee: £1,500 which includes accommodation and subsistence on Jersey and full course tuition. Deadline for applications is 11 June 2010.

2. Integrated Pest Management for Wildlife Collections. Jersey, 24th — 26th August.

This 3-day course is co-directed by the International Training Centre of the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust and the University of Reading Vertebrate Pests Unit. The extensive experience of the VPU in the development and application of rodenticides will be brought to the course; rats and mice are probably the most challenging pest in the urban environment. 

The objective is to equip pest control operatives working with exotic animal and bird collections in zoos and wildlife parks to implement effective pest control at zero risk to non-target species. At the end of the course participants will be able to:

· Understand how the ecology and biology of pest species affects their management; 

· Identify the appropriate tools available for pest control in wildlife collections; 
· Mitigate the risks of pest management to non-target species and the general public; 
· Outline the key components of a cost-effective pest control strategy; 
· Draft a pest control strategy for their own situation. 
Course fee: £750 which includes 4 nights full-board accommodation on-site, tuition fees and all course materials. An optional 4th day will cover participants drafting their own strategy with the guidance of course directors for an additional fee of £75.  Deadline for applications is 11 June 2010.

3. Island Species-Led Action (ISLA) 2010. Iligan City, Philippines, 6th – 17th September.

ISLA is a 10-day course for conservation practitioners and educators, focusing on proven & practical approaches to managing endangered species and habitats that can be realised with minimal resource implications. The course is designed for island species and habitat conservation managers from the public and private sectors, and academic staff from island universities and colleges. ISLA 2010 will be run in partnership with the Mindanao State University - Iligan Institute of Technology (MSU-IIT), Iligan City, Philippines. Participants have the opportunity for direct experience of current conservation issues in the region and “real time” endangered species case studies from the Philippines. The focus will be on the recovery of endangered birds and mammals, with special attention to threats such as invasive species, habitat loss, habitat destruction and hunting. The total cost of the course is US$1,700. Scholarships are available for participants from the region, please enquire for details. To apply, complete an application form and submit this together with a recent CV and letter of support from a senior member of staff from within the organization for which you work. Deadline for applications is 30 June 2010.

Application forms and further information on all 3 courses are available from itc@durrell.org.

Dr Jill Key
International Training Centre

Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust
Les Noyers

La Profonde Rue

Jersey JE3 5BP

Tel: (01534) 860050
Fax: (01534) 860002

jill.key@durrell.org
www.durrell.org
The French symposium ‘Ecology 2010’, Montpellier (France), 2-4 September, will provide a session focusing on biological invasions, titled ‘Species introductions: ecological and socio-economical consequences’. The session will address three issues: (i) the effects of climatic change on biological invasions, (ii) the results of biological invasions on ecosystemic services, and (iii) the socio-economic part of biological invasions. To submit communications and posters, please go to http://www.ecologie2010.fr/
Call for Posters: Fourteenth Meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical, and Technological Advice, 10 - 21 May 2010, Nairobi, Kenya [NOTIFICATION No. 2010-026]
The theme of the poster session for the fourteenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical, and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), to be held in Nairobi, Kenya from 10 to 21 May 2010, is: “Biodiversity and Climate Change: Achieving the 2020 Targets”. Parties, other Governments and relevant United Nations, inter-governmental, non-governmental, regional and international organizations, indigenous and local communities, and the private sector are invited to contribute posters and extended abstracts on case studies and best practices on how climate change and biodiversity can be mutually supportive in achieving the post-Kyoto target and the new strategic plan of the Convention on Biological Diversity. Contributors are encouraged to relate their topics to one of the goals of the draft strategic plan. Please refer to the goals in the attached poster submission form, or the draft strategic plan at the following link: http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/nr/ws4nrsp-cca-01/official/ws4nrsp-cca-01-sp-prep-02-en.pdf Please indicate your intention to present a poster paper by completing and returning the attached form by fax or email at your earliest convenience, but no later than 12 March 2010. Upon receipt of your form, we will be pleased to forward detailed guidelines for posters and extended abstracts. Note that there will be a limit to the number of posters to be presented. Submission of posters and abstracts is not restricted to meeting participants. The Secretariat of the CBD plans to publish the extended abstracts of the posters in its Technical Series. The deadline for submission of extended abstracts is 31 March 2010. The full text of this notification is available on the CBD website at: http://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2010/ntf-2010-026-sbstta14-en.pdf 
Ahmed Djoghlaf

Executive Secretary

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity

United Nations Environment Programme

413 Saint-Jacques Street, Suite 800

Montreal, Quebec, Canada

H2Y 1N9

Tel: +1 514 288 2220

Fax: +1 514 288 6588

E-mail: secretariat@cbd.int 
Web: http://www.cbd.int 

The 11th ICAZ International Conference of ICAZ (International Council for Archaeozoology) will take place in Paris, from 23 to 28 August 2010. This conference also includes scientific sessions on wildlife domestication, trading and island translocation, and invasions in the world through the ages and that might be of interest for you or your network. For more info:

http://www.alexandriaarchive.org/icaz/ICAZ2010/00-1st%20page/1st%20page.htm
The Faculty of Life Sciences, University of Copenhagen, is hosting the *6th European Conference on Biological Invasions NEOBIOTA*. The title of the conference is *Biological Invasions in a Changing World - from Science to Management*. The organizing committee is pleased to invite all those who are interested in invasive plants and animals, to register and submit abstracts for oral and/or poster presentations at the conference homepage http://cis.danbif.dk/neobiota2010. Here you will also find more detailed information about the conference venue, topics, accommodation, etc. The conference will take place on 14-17 September 2010 in Copenhagen, Denmark, starting with an invited evening keynote lecture presented by Richard J. Hobbs from the Murdoch University in Western Australia. Everyone interested in Biological Invasions is invited to participate and share ideas, new results and opinions. All professions (ecologists, conservation agencies, stake-holders), all organisms (plants, animals, pathogens, fungi) and ecosystems (marine, freshwater, terrestrial) will be considered.

The registration is now opened. We encourage early registration, since the conference will be limited to 300 participants. Please, note also that *the deadline for registration and submission of abstracts is 15 March 2010*. For sharing the information with your colleagues interested in biological invasions, you may want to download a *flyer* from the conference homepage (see http://cis.danbif.dk/neobiota2010/info/conference-flyer).
Dear Colleagues,
A Conference on Biological Control for Nature is being held in Northampton Massachusetts, October 3-7 2010. This meeting will explore the benefits of classical biological control for the control of invasive insects and weeds in natural forests, and associated habitats such as wetlands, grasslands, and deserts. Applications to islands and other natural systems will be included. The meeting will not address other forms of biological control (augmentation, conservation, biopesticides), nor will it address use of biological control in plantation forestry. The meeting will appeal to biological control scientists, conservationists, invasion biologists, and land managers. Information on the conference (including registration and session information) can be found at: http://biocontrolfornature.ucr.edu/ The meeting is limited to just 150 people so early registration is encouraged. If have specific questions please contact Mark Hoddle (mark.hoddle@ucr.edu) or Roy Van Driesche (vandries@nre.umass.edu)
Mark Hoddle,

Department of Entomology,

University of California,

Riverside, CA 92521

USA

Phone: 951-827-4714

Fax: 951-827-3086

www.biocontrol.ucr.edu

Chromolaena, Eupatorieae and Parthenium Workshop: The 2nd circular and Expression of Interest form are now available for above workshop, to be held in Kenya from 1-5 November 2010. Either contact me, or download from http://www.arc.agric.za/home.asp?pid=5229. 
23rd Asian-Pacific Weed Science Society Conference Cairns, Australia 25-30 September 2011 Registrations now open, see the website for details http://www.apwss2011.com/ 

Enquiries to: apwss@eventcorp.com.au 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:
Rapid Response Facility: The Rapid Response Facility (RRF) is an emergency small grants programme jointly operated by Fauna & Flora International (FFI), UNESCO World Heritage Centre, and the United Nations Foundation. With a target processing time for grant applications of just 8 working days, the RRF provides rapid support to enable conservation practitioners to tackle emergencies in some of the World’s most important sites for biodiversity. To date it has supported 16 rapid interventions in 14 UNESCO designated natural World Heritage sites, responding to the conservation impacts of a range of emergencies such as natural disaster, armed conflict and sudden increases in illegal activity within these protected areas. Those interested in approaching the RRF for emergency funding should see www.rapid-response.org, which provides details on application procedures, funding criteria, and case studies of past RRF grants.
Crawford Fund is now calling for nominations for its Crawford Fund Fellowship for 2010: The Crawford Fund Fellowship has been set up to provide further training for an agricultural scientist whose work has shown potential. This prestigious Award provides an opportunity for the successful candidate to spend a period of focused study and training in Australia, with resulting benefits to the Awardee as well as to their country's agriculture and to Australia. Candidates should be below the age of 35 and from a selected group of developing countries (Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burma, Cambodia, East Timor, Fiji, Indonesia, Laos, Nepal, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Is, Tonga, Tuvalu and Kiribati, Vanuatu or Vietnam). The training will take place at an Australian institution and will emphasize the application of knowledge to increase agricultural production in the Fellow's home country. For information on previous Fellows, please go to http://www.crawfordfund.org/awards/cf_fellowship.htm the closing date for nominations is 12 April 2010. Nomination Forms and the Terms and Conditions are on our website at www.crawfordfund.org Please note that nominations require the support of an Australian citizen and the Officer-in-Charge of the nominees Institute or Department. If you have any queries about the Fellowship, please contact Marchien van Oostende at The Crawford Fund, email: moostende@crawfordfund.org 
Cathy Reade

Coordinator - Public Awareness

Crawford Fund

Ph/Fax: 07 54483095

Mobile: 0413 575 934

www.crawfordfund.org
AVAILABLE NEWSLETTERS/REPORTS: The following newsletters, flyers and reports are also available as a PDF through PILN upon request and also at the PILN webpage found at www.sprep.org: No additional newsletters are available this month.
INTERSTING NEWS/LINKS/WEBSITES:
New publication: Susceptibility of four bird species to para-aminopropiophenone (PAPP) 

By C.T. Eason, E.C. Murphy, S. Hix, R.J. Henderson and D. MacMorran DOC Research & Development Series 320. 15 p.
What's it about? The suitability of para-aminopropiophenone (PAPP) for the humane control of stoats (Mustela erminea) and feral cats (Felis catus) is being investigated in New Zealand. Birds are potential non-targets that may be affected by this toxin. Therefore, the objective of this study was to test the toxicity of a proprietary formulation of PAPP in four bird species: Australian magpies (Gymnorhina tibicen; n = 40), blackbirds (Turdus merula; n = 20), mallard ducks (Anas platyrhynchos Pekin breed; n = 20) and weka (Gallirallus australis; n = 21). Birds were orally dosed with PAPP in the form of a 40% paste that had been added to meat as a delivery vehicle. The lethal dose to kill 50% of the sample (LD50) was 1387 mg/kg for magpies, 174 mg/kg for blackbirds, 32 mg/kg for mallard ducks and 568 mg/kg for weka. However, the LD50 value for weka underestimates the risk to this species, as individuals were affected at the lowest dose tested (62 mg/kg), becoming subdued and losing their appetite until they were euthanized 30 h after dosing. Whilst birds are less susceptible to PAPP than stoats or feral cats (LD50 for both of these species is < 10 mg/kg), some bird species are adversely affected, so it will be important to limit their exposure. The above new publication is now in press and can be downloaded from: http://www.doc.govt.nz/upload/documents/science-and-technical/drds320entire.pdf (141 KB)

Shyama Pagad

Manager, Information Services

Regional Office for the Pacific (New Zealand)

IUCN SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group

School of Biological Sciences

University of Auckland

733.304, Tamaki Campus

Private Bag 92019 Auckland, New Zealand

Tel +64 9 3737599 (X88624)

Fax +64 9 3737042

www.issg.org/

www.issg.org/database/welcome/

[PAG-L] LFA public awareness - Maui style

http://www.kitv.com/news/22723308/detail.html 
Weed risk assessments for Florida based on the Australia/New Zealand Weed Risk Assessment model were created for The Nature Conservancy by Doria Gordon et al. for 260 species and are now online:  http://www.hear.org/wra/tncflwra/
Philip A. Thomas - pt@hear.org

Hawaiian Ecosystems at Risk project (HEAR) - http://www.hear.org Hawaii Cooperative Studies Unit (HCSU) P.O. Box 1272, Puunene (Maui), Hawaii 96784 USA
** Superweed predator to be released **

A plant-eating predator that preys on aggressive superweed Japanese knotweed is to be given a trial release in England.

< http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-/2/hi/science/nature/8555378.stm >

Please give any details of any work and/or actions you or your teams are planning and would like to include in next months posting to Dr. Alan Tye the SPREP ISO at piln@sprep.org the next issue is due out APRIL 30 2010. Also your comments and suggestions on the Soundbites are always welcome. Thank everyone for your comments and support with the PILN Soundbites over the last 15 months and best of luck to all of you involved with invasive species management in the region. SOIFUA
New Contact Details For Soundbites:
Dr. Alan Tye

ISO SPREP

piln@sprep.org 

Mark J. Bonin (Personal Contact Details)
P.O. Box 3039
Apia, Samoa
Phone: (+685) 21860 Fax: (+685) 25177
Mobile: (+685) 771-7934
SKYPE: mark.james.bonin
Email: bonin@lesamoa.net or boninmj@yahoo.com
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