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NETWORK NEWS:
PILN Soundbites: PILN Soundbites are a monthly issue of network and other news around the region focusing on invasive species management and biodiversity conservation. All issues of the PILN Soundbites will continue to be available on the PILN Webpage found on the SPREP website: www.sprep.org/piln. We are still in the progress of updating and redesigning the PILN Webpage to accommodate all the new information and materials as promised. We expect to have this all sorted out within the next month so please bear with us. Please feel free to share this Soundbite with your fellow colleagues and networks that may also find this information of interest.
Your continued contributions and inputs to the Soundbites is as always welcome and as there have been some changes to the Soundbites original style, format and content your comments are greatly appreciated. Soundbites have traditionally been sent as a text Email and not as an attachment and as these grow in length of information with more and more links to other information please let us know if you still prefer this format email some of your thoughts, comments and suggestions to: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org.
Thank you.
PILN 2009 Network Meeting: Funding is still being sought to support our next Network meeting targeted at present for the last quarter of this year. We are currently looking at venue options and costs to hold this important meeting and as it is not likely we will be able to fund the same number of participants as in the past we encourage all countries, teams and organizations to allocate appropriate funding for their participation in the meeting.
As always we would wish to make the best of this opportunity and therefore would like to ask everyone for any comments and suggestions on location, venue, content, field trips, etc. We ask if any team and/or country wishes to host this meeting please lets us know as soon as possible preferably before the next PILN Soundbites due April 30, 2009. Should no countries or teams be able to host such a meeting then we will continue to make plans for a centralized regional location in order to reduce costs. Please remember that PILN is a participant-driven network and therefore your input is invaluable.
MEETING/CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS/NEWS:

We now invite all those who wish to present a paper to the conference: Island Invasives: Eradication and Management, to be held at Tamaki Campus, University of Auckland, New Zealand, from 8 to 12 February 2010, to submit their abstracts. Go to http://www.cbb.org.nz/conferences.asp to pick up the links to PDF files about abstracts (one link) and preparing a paper for inclusion in the conference proceedings (second link lower down the page). This conference is hosted by the Centre for Biodiversity and Biosecurity (University of Auckland & Landcare Research), in collaboration with the IUCN/SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group. Please forward this email to as many other lists and individuals as you can. Your help to attract presenters will make this a better conference.
Dick Veitch

Manager, Island Invasives Conference

48 Manse Road

Papakura 2113

New Zealand 

Ph/fax +64 9 298 5775

dveitch@kiwilink.co.nz 

2009.05.22 International Biodiversity Day Symposium 2009: Invasive Alien Species

Time: 10:00-17:40

Location: UNU Headquarters, Tokyo, Japan

Contact: Yuko Okada, UNU Centre

The 2009 International Biodiversity Day Symposium will be held on May 22 at the United Nations University Headquarters in Tokyo. Focusing on the issue of invasive alien species, the symposium will provide an opportunity to enhance the understanding of the issue through keynote presentation and panel discussion by researchers and practitioners in the field.

Simultaneous English-Japanese interpretation will be provided. This symposium is organized by National Institute for Environmental Studies, UNU-ISP, UNU-IAS, the Global Environment Information Centre (GEIC), and the Ministry of the Environment, Japan. http://www.unu.edu/reg/ibd/
KANEDA Masato

Biodiversity Network Japan

1182-3 Nagae Hayama

Kanagawa pref. 240-0113

Phone/Fax [+81] (0)468-76-3446

E-mail: kndmst@kndmst.net
Vertebrate Pest Management Conference Announcement: The 7th European Vertebrate Pest Management Conference (7EVPMC) will be held in Lyon, France from September 8th, 2009 to September 12th. The European Vertebrate Pest Management Conference is a biennial meeting aiming at gathering people from different backgrounds interested in the issues of vertebrate pest management. The former meetings have been held so far in York, United Kingdom (1997), Braunschweig, Germany (1999), SeKibbutz Ma'aleh Hachamisha, Israel (2001), Parma, Italy (2003) Budapest, Hungary (2005) and Reading, United Kingdom (2007). The 7EVPMC website is now open online for registration, abstract submission and to contact us at http://7evpmc.vet-lyon.fr/
CALL FOR PAPERS: We are now accepting abstracts for this meeting. Only electronic submission on the web site will be considered for either poster or oral presentations in the following topics: 

· Fundamental Biology

· Behaviour

· Population Management

· Habitat Management

· Integrated Pest Management

· Environmental Impacts and Ecotoxicology

· Rodenticide Resistance

· Invasive species

· Zoonoses (epidemiology, risk assessment)

Please follow the requirements specified on the web site. The deadline for submission is April 30th, 2009. Authors will be notified of acceptance/rejection by June 30th, 2009.

Pacific Island Community Based Conservation Course (PICCC) is a three-phase course (learn, implement, reflect) run over several months which provides conservation practitioners with skills, information and experience in community-based conservation. (15th June- 3rd July) PICCC will be held at the University of the South Pacific in Fiji. The deadline for this course is March 27 2009. For further information please contact:

Ana Tiraa

SPREP, PO Box 240, Apia Samoa

Email: anat@sprep.org
Phone: (685) 66276
Island Species-Led Action (ISLA) Fiji, 6 – 15 July 2009. Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust in partnership with the National Trust of Fiji
ISLA is a 10-day course for conservation practitioners & educators, focusing on proven & practical approaches to managing endangered species and habitats that can be realised with minimal resource implications. The course is designed for island species and habitat conservation managers from the public & private/charity sectors & academic staff from island universities/colleges. The course can be taken as an optional module as part of the 2009 Pacific Islands Community Conservation Course (PICCC). The total cost of the course is US$1,700. Scholarships are available for participants from the region, including participants in the PICCC. Further information and application forms can be obtained from Catherine Burrows Catherine.burrows@durrell,org. Extended deadline for applications: 30 April 2009

Sixth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions: Portland State University, Portland, Oregon USA August 24-27, 2009 Conference Theme: Marine Bioinvaders: Agents of Change in a Changing World

Call for Abstracts: The Sixth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions will be held at Portland State University (Oregon, USA) from 24-27 August 2009. Entitled "Marine Bioinvaders: Agents of Change in a Changing World", the conference organizers encourage you to submit abstract to any of the following general themes:
1) Ecological and evolutionary impacts

2) How changing global conditions, including climate, will influence bioinvasions

3) Predicting the scale and diversity of invasions

4) Measuring and/or predicting spread on regional and global scales

5) Invasion patterns over time and space: does the past predict the future?

6) Detection, identification, and tracking-to-origin capabilities

7) Management, rapid response, eradication, and restoration

8) Recreational vessels as vectors of invasive species

9) Education and outreach: is the message reaching the right audience?
Special sessions for invited presenters include:

A) Advances in detection - with a focus on the development of molecular tools for detection and monitoring

B) Green crab management and ecology

C) Lionfish - causes of invasion, consequences, solutions

D) Propagule Pressure

Please note abstracts can be submitted at the conference website http://www.clr.pdx.edu/mbic/ until 31 March 2009. If you are an early-career participant (graduate student nearing completion or post-doctoral researcher) and would like your abstract to be considered for a travel award please indicate so on your abstract submission form. At present, we can offer partial support ~ approximately $500 USD. Because some awards are region-specific, don't forget to indicate the country in which you work. Please feel free to distribute this to interested colleagues and students. Conference announcement suitable for posting can be found here: http://www.clr.pdx.edu/mbic/mbic_announcement.pdf. We look forward to an informative conference!
International Workshop on Biological Control of Invasive Species affecting Pacific Island Forests, Agriculture and the Environment: - Change of Date

Originally targeted for early April 2009 in Nadi, Fiji, the meeting is now being planned for August 2009, at the same location. A small sub-group of PILN partners continues to work on the funding and agenda for this workshop in response to a request from participants at the 2007 PILN Network Meeting in Moorea. We intend to bring together biological control practitioners and decision makers from throughout the Pacific Region with an interest in biological control of invasive species on Pacific Islands. The objectives of the workshop are to:
· Review biological control activities in the Pacific to date

· Increase support for and communication about the use of biological control
· Identify capacity gaps (staffing and infrastructure) and other barriers to biological control
· Develop a plan for increasing the use of biological control as a means of managing widespread invasive species in the Pacific Islands
· Identify potential funding sources for regional approaches.
As funds are limited, attendance has been capped at 50 and is therefore by invitation. Others interested in attending (if funds permit), or receiving the proceedings of the workshop, or being involved in any subsequent activities or communication should contact one of the following: Warea Orapa– WareaO@spc.int; Lynley Hayes- HayesL@Landcareresearch.co.nz; Anne Marie LaRosa– alarosa@fs.fes.us; or Mark Bonin– Markb@sprep.org 

Brown Tree snake Rapid Response Team training courses spring 2009: The USGS is proposing the following courses for the Brown Tree snake Rapid Response Team training spring 2009. Courses are held on Guam and include extensive field work and snake handling activities. Courses are designed for Pacific region agencies and groups with bio-security and/or environmental resource roles but are open to all interested parties.
Brown Tree Snake Rapid Response Team training courses spring 2009

· Full length training for new team members: March 2-20 (preferred)
· Full length training for new team members: April 27 – May 15 (replacement or additional training course dates if warranted)
· Refresher training for current team members: March 31-April 14. This will be an open enrollment course with attendees expect to attend training for a minimum of 3 days/nights (preferably 5 days/nights) during the proposed time frame.  There will be no training on Sunday April 12. It is likely that the training on April 13 and 14 will occur on Saipan as part of a larger effort to detect snakes there.

· Additional courses can be offered during the summer and/or fall if requested

To confirm attendance or for additional information contact the Rapid Response Team Coordinator, James Stanford. There are no official closing dates for the courses, but a timely response is appreciated (notification at least 1 month prior to the course of interest is recommended). Please feel free to pass this information on to other potentially interested parties. For further information please contact:

Mr. James Stanford

USGS

Brown Tree Snake Project

Rapid Response Team Coordinator/Biologist

Guam National Wildlife Refuge

Office: 671-355-4015
Fax: 671-355-4016

Cell: 671-777-4477

Email: james_stanford@usgs.gov
Annual Brown Tree snake Working Group Technical Meeting 15, 16, &17 April 2009 Saipan, CNMI
The annual Brown Tree snake Working Group meetings are intended to be a forum for the exchange of ideas and information related to this pest species and its control. The meeting is open to the general public. Individuals and entities working on brown tree snake control, interdiction, research, and policy are encouraged to participate in the meeting. The submission of abstracts for oral presentations related to new research results, management issues, public education or policy updates are welcomed.

Individuals and entities working on related topics are invited to participate or present information at the meeting. Examples of related topics are: invasive species, introduced reptiles and amphibians, public education, economics of invasive species, terrestrial vertebrate conservation in the Mariana Islands, island conservation. We tentatively propose to devote two days to covering topics directly related to BTS issues, and one day to general conservation in the Mariana Islands. This can be adjusted based on responses to the call for abstracts, and input from members of the Working Group.

SOLICITATION FOR ABSTRACTS: All interested parties are invited to submit abstracts of 300 words or less of descriptive text related to the topics discussed above by 27 Feb, 2009 via e-mail to Karl Buermeyer (Karl_Buermeyer@fws.gov ). Presentations should be fifteen minutes in length with five minutes for questions. Please indicate if additional time might be needed for presentations, and if internet access will be required. If possible, accommodations for additional time will be made.

AGENCY UPDATES: Time will be allocated during the meeting for agency representatives on the Brown Tree Snake Working Group to provide a general overview of efforts related to brown tree snake control and research since the annual meeting in Honolulu in 2008. The specific format of agency updates will determined in the coming weeks.

ACCOMMODATIONS / FURTHER DETAILS ON MEETING LOCATION: We are currently getting bids for a meeting facility on Saipan at the Federal per diem rate. We will be sending an update regarding meeting accommodations shortly.

The Brown Tree snake Working Group (BTS WG) has two meetings annually.

A general two to three day technical meeting (40 - 60 participants) is typically held each spring. The public and all individuals involved with brown tree snake control, interdiction, research, policy, and related issues are invited to attend and participate in this meeting. The format of this meeting is 15 to 30 minute presentations that are organized thematically.

A two-to-three day working meeting (20 participants or less) for agency representatives of the BTS WG is scheduled to occur in October or November. This meeting is intended to be a forum where representatives from BTS WG member agencies can discuss current issues early in the Federal fiscal year. The fall 2009 meeting will be held in the Washington, DC area. Contact Karl Buermeyer (Karl_Buermeyer@fws.gov) for further information.
Karl Buermeyer

Fish and Wildlife Biologist, Invasive Species Division

US Fish and Wildlife Service, Pacific Islands Office

300 Ala Moana Blvd., Room 3-122

PO Box 50088

Honolulu, HI, 96817

(808) 792-9428 Office Phone

(808) 792-9581 Fax
2nd Regional Miconia Conference May 4-7 2009 Maui, Hawaii
From Pat Billy TNC Hawaii (pbily@TNC.ORG): For any PILN/ PII/ PIP members that deal with Miconia. Please note that there are already speakers coming from Tahiti, New Caledonia, and Australia. As Maui has been undertaking the most intense effort to control what Hawaii considers to be its worst pest plant, it is an appropriate site for this 2nd International Miconia Conference; the 1st conference took place in Tahiti in the late 1990's. A flyer and draft program, are available upon request otherwise refer and link to website: http://www.hear.org/conferences/miconia2009/
It is hoped that there is interest from fellow PILN/ PII/ PIP members that are facing this same problem. Regardless, we will be happy to send out the conference proceedings to those interested after the event and when available.
From: Carol.E.Russell@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:Carol.E.Russell@aphis.usda.gov]

Jeanetta Cooper is the host of the 2009 Imported Fire Ant Conference. Please see her invitation at: (http://pubwiki.extension.org/mediawiki/files/9/99/Invitation.pdf) for you to attend the 2009 Imported Fire Ant Conference in Oklahoma City, April 6-9, 2009. The traditional meeting ends April 8. April 9 will be the extension workday, which runs from 8 AM-2 PM. The hotel is the Crowne Plaza. Registration forms, Paper submission forms, and hotel information are posted at: http://www.extension.org/pages/Annual_Imported_Fire_Ant_Conference
Deadlines are fast approaching - March 20 for the meeting registration and paper submission, March 23 for the hotel.  If you have any questions or concerns, Jeanetta's contact information is: Jeanetta Cooper, ODAFF, PO Box 528804, Oklahoma City, OK 73152-8804 Phone 405-206-7594 FAX 405-522-4584 email: Jeanetta.Cooper@oda.state.ok.us 

Odum Conference 2009, "Understanding and managing biological invasions as dynamic processes: integrating information across space and time," will be held April 30 - May 1, 2009. Venue: The E.N. Huyck Preserve & Biological Research Station, and the Rensselaerville Meeting Center, both in a lovely, rural setting in Rensselaerville, New York, 25 miles from Albany. This event will feature, as invited speakers, many of the most prominent figures in invasion ecology, management. For the speaker list, visit: http://nyisri.org/odumspeakers.aspx
Additionally, the conference will include a poster session and field workshops. For a complete conference program, visit: http://nyisri.org/odumprogram.aspx
Theme: This conference will focus on: 1) incorporating a long-term perspective into invasion ecology and management; 2) developing specific mechanisms to assemble and evaluate the needed data; and 3) fostering a collaborative research-management approach in which broad patterns are used to yield specific management recommendations.

Poster Submissions: We are calling for abstracts for posters addressing one or more of the following themes: a) invasive species monitoring and database initiatives; b) collaborative undertakings between invasive species ecologists and managers; c) invasive species management activities that incorporate a dynamic aspect (e.g., climate change, natural enemy acquisition, interactions of multiple invasive species); and d) basic research on dynamic aspects of invasions. The deadline for abstract submission is now March 31, 2009. For submission procedures please visit: http://nyisri.org/odumposters.aspx
Reduced-fee packages: In order to make this conference available to potential participants from agencies and institutions who now have severe financial constraints, we have arranged for new, reduced fee conference packages, as well as low-cost student housing at the E. N. Huyck Preserve & Biological Research Station.

New deadlines: We have postponed both the registration and abstract submission deadlines to March 31 to give potential participants ample time to take advantage of this new opportunity. To see the professional credits now available for attending the conference, visit: http://nyisri.org/OdumProfCred.aspx
For any other conference information go to: http://nyisri.org/Odum.aspx or contact us at: odumconference@gmail.com 
Thank you very much,

Jonathan Rosenthal and Radka Wildova, Conference Co-Chairs Holly Menninger, Conference Coordinator

Holly Menninger, Ph.D.

Senior Extension Associate and NY Invasive Species Research Institute Coordinator Department of Natural Resources

Cornell University 110 Rice Hall Ithaca, NY 14853

Phone: 607.254.6789

Fax: 607.255.0349

Web: http://nyisri.org
NEWS FROM PARTNERS/OTHERS: 
From Bill Nagle [Project Coordinator Pacific Invasives Initiative (PII)]: Weed Management Project Design and Implementation Workshop, Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia

“Yes, more informative than expected” was the comment from one of the participants of the Weed Management Project Design and Implementation Workshop held in Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia, from 23 February to 4 March, 2009. Weed management practitioners gave a very high score (98%) to the evaluation question which asked whether the methods used in the workshop would help participants in their work. One participant said the workshop “Will help with other projects, not just weeds”.
The workshop was a collaborative effort promoted by the Micronesian Regional Invasive Species Council and hosted by the Pohnpei Invasive Species Taskforce. Funding came from the German Government’s Lifeweb Initiative and logistics were organised by The Nature Conservancy and the Conservation Society of Pohnpei.
The Pacific Invasives Initiative’s roles were in coordinating specialist technical input to the workshop and working with the various agencies to organise the training. Participants from The Republic of the Marshall Islands, the States of Kosrae, Pohnpei, Chuuk and Yap of the Federated States of Micronesia and The Republic of Palau worked on planning their priority weed eradication projects. The workshop covered designing, implementing, monitoring and evaluating to ensure success of their projects. Lessons learned from the workshop will provide a model for other invasive species management projects in the Pacific. For further Information please contact:

Bill Nagle

Project Coordinator, Pacific Invasives Initiative

(www.issg.org/cii/PII)

IUCN SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group

School of Biological Sciences, The University of Auckland

Tamaki Campus

Private Bag 92019

Auckland, New Zealand

Tel:  ++ 64 (0) 9 373 7599 (x 86822)

Fax: ++ 64 (0) 9 373 7042

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:
From Susi Menazza TNC Senior Policy Adviser Asia Pacific
Please find attached information about the Chevening Scholarship 2009-2010 forwarded by our UNEP-WCMC colleagues. This can be a great opportunity for an islander to spend a year in Cambridge working on island-related issues and projects such as the new Global Island Database (more on this soon).

Aims of the scholarship: The scheme aims to help young professionals prepare for a role in national and regional policy development and decision-making to resolve biodiversity-related challenges. Over a period of one year, and with support from the Centre's staff, they will:
· Review and analyze available information on the status of biodiversity and its conservation and sustainable use, focusing on particular species, ecosystems or conservation approaches

· Develop reports, tools and/or other outputs relevant to the identified area of work with specific recommendations for their implementation and use by policymakers and practitioners

Successful candidates work alongside UNEP-WCMC staff, helping to enhance the Centre’s knowledge base on biodiversity and its conservation, and supporting preparation of information products and services to decision makers ranging from UNEP to the private sector and from governments to the international environmental agreements.

Subject areas: In order to maximize opportunities for building experience, candidates are particularly sought to work on the following areas of the Centre’s activities: 

· Policy-relevant research on climate change and biodiversity issues , including: the impacts of mitigation policy on biodiversity (reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, biofuels); developing adaptation plans for biodiversity in developing countries; relationships between biodiversity and carbon storage.

· Enhancing the World Database on Protected Areas, including: review of information on particular countries and regions; analysis and assessment of particular protected area related issues; gap analysis; impacts on local peoples; and protected area management effectiveness.

· Delivering indicators for assessing progress in achieving the 2010 global biodiversity target, including: helping to develop and test global and regional indicators; reviewing links between indicators and assessing their relevance to policy; and clarifying links between global indicators and national datasets.

· Providing information services related to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, including: analysis of information for particular taxa and/or regions.

· Research, synthesis, analysis and mapping of marine and coastal biodiversity issues including: sustainable use of marine and coastal goods and services; responses to current and emerging issues such as climate change, assessment of the marine environment, high/deep-seas issues, and the 2012 MPA target.

· Biodiversity informatics, especially geospatial aspects, web mapping, service oriented architectures, distributed metadata catalogues, distributed modeling and data management tools, also development of standards compliant web mapping services and transactional web feature servers. A minimum of twelve months software development experience plus ESRI or Open Source GIS knowledge is required for this area of work.
Re: “CEPF Call for Proposals, and summary of investment strategy, eligibility criteria and application process March 1, 2009 - April 10, 2009”

As most of you are aware the CEPF fund for terrestrial conservation projects in the Polynesia-Micronesia hotspot was launched in September 2008. Please find attached a summary of the investment strategy, criteria and application process in English and French.

This five year investment programme (2008-2013) is being managed by CI Pacific with help from a number of partners. The second funding window will be open from March 1 to April 10, 2009, and further funding windows will be open over the five year investment period. This second round of funding will include the French Pacific Territories (French Polynesia and Wallis Futuna) as well as Pitcairn Island. All eligible stakeholders in the 14 eligible countries and territories of the Polynesia-Micronesia hotspot are invited to submit an application form called an LOI (Letter of Inquiry); however emphasis in this round will be given to the French Pacific Territories of French Polynesia and Wallis/Futuna. The LOI application form is attached in English and French or can be downloaded from http://www.cepf.net/xp/cepf/apply/index.xml If you have any questions, or need further information regarding the CEPF investment for the Polynesia-Micronesia hotspot, kindly contact the CI-Pacific Regional Implementation Team at: cipacific@conservation.org It would be preferable that LOIs are submitted in English, but proposals in French are also accepted. Please forward to your networks.
Titre:" Appel à propositions et résumé de la stratégie d’investissement, critères d’éligibilité et procédure de candidature 1er mars 2009 – 10 avril 2009"
Chers amis,

Comme vous le savez probablement, le programme d’investissement du CEPF dans le hotspot de Polynésie-Micronésie a été lancé en septembre 2008. Veuillez consulter le résumé de la stratégie d’investissement, critères d’éligibilité et procédure de candidature ci-joint.

Ce programme d’investissement d’une durée de 5 ans (2008-2013) est géré par CI Pacific avec l’appui d’un certain nombre de partenaires. Le deuxième appel à propositions démarre le 1er mars 2009 et sera clôturé le 10 avril 2009 et d’autres créneaux de financement seront ouverts pendant la période d’investissement de 5 ans. Ce deuxieme tour de financement concerne les territoires français d’outre-mer (Polynésie française et Wallis-et-Futuna) ainsi que les îles Pitcairn. Tous les candidats éligibles parmi les 14 pays et territoires éligibles du hotspot de Polynésie-Micronésie sont invités a remplir un formulaire appelé lettre de renseignements (LOI en anglais), toutefois, dans le cadre de cet appel, la priorité sera accordée aux propositions provenant de la Polynésie française et Wallis-et-Futuna. 

Le formulaire de lettre de renseignements en anglais et en français est joint. Vous pouvez aussi le télécharger sur http://www.cepf.net/xp/cepf/apply/index.xml.

Pour toute question ou renseignements complémentaires à propos du programme d’investissement CEPF dans le hotspot de Polynésie-Micronésie, veuillez contacter l’équipe régionale de mise en œuvre de CI Pacific à cipacific@conservation.org.

Il est préférable de soumettre les lettres de renseignements (LOI) en anglais, mais les LOI soumises en langue française sont également acceptées. 

Prière de faire circuler largement parmi vos réseaux de contacts

Conservation International Pacific Islands Program

cipacific@conservation.org.

Tel: (685) 21593 / 28569

Fax: (685) 28570

www.conservation.org
PO Box 2035

Apia, SAMOA

AVAILABLE NEWSLETTERS/REPORTS: The following newsletters, flyers and reports are also available as a PDF through PILN upon request and also at the PILN webpage found at www.sprep.org: 
1. FLYER: UNEP The Green Customs Initiative Customs Protecting the Environment.
2. Asia Pacific Forest Invasives Species Network [APFISN] Newsletter Vol. 19 Nov.-Dec. 2008
3. SEACOLOGY E-News March 2009

4. Aliens Newsletter Issue No. 27, 2008 
INTERSTING LINKS/WEBSITES:
From the Australian: http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,25197,25267214-5013404,00.html Heartless ants could spell doom for cane toads Leigh Dayton, Science writer | March 31, 2009 THE fearsome native "meat ant" promises to be a powerful new weapon against Australia's most hated feral pest, the cane toad. While causing little harm to native toads and frogs, the ant, Iridomyrmex reburrus, attacks and devours young cane toads at the most vulnerable time of their life, claim ecologist Rick Shine and his Sydney University colleagues Georgia Ward-Fear, Gregory Brown and Matthew Greenlees. "It's a pretty terrifying challenge for a young toad with limited ability to escape when suddenly a bunch of these voracious ants turn up," said Professor Shine. Writing today in the British journal Functional Ecology, the team report that because the toad, Bufo marinus, originated in Central and South America it has physical and behavioral traits that make it vulnerable to attack from the ant. They argue that by tapping into this "ecological trap", it should be possible to devise ways to bring ants and toadlettes together without putting native species at risk. According to Professor Shine, the key flaw in the cane toad's otherwise successful invasion of Australia's tropical north is the fact that, unlike native species, it doesn't hide during the day in bushes or other sheltered locations.
"The big tragedy for baby toads is that they're active during daytime hours. Unfortunately for them, that puts them in contact with a ravenous Australian predator which hunts during the day," he said. In a series of experiments with cane toads and seven native species -conducted at the university's Tropical Ecology Research Facility in the Northern Territory - the team teased out other Achilles' heels of the cane toad. Specifically, it lays its eggs in the dry season when water is low and there' little protective vegetation at the pond's edge. While enormous as an adult the toad is smaller than local amphibians when making the critical transformation from tadpole to toadlette. It doesn't have the leg-power to leap quickly away from attacking ants. Worse, it doesn't watch for the ant as do local species. The final kiss of death for baby Bufo is that its potent toxin doesn't faze ants. The compound attacks the heart of vertebrate predators and ants, of course, are heartless. According to Professor Shine, the group plans to trial ways of encouraging meat ants to build colonies near toad breeding ponds. One way would be to plant trees the ants favor. Once they've put ants and toads through their paces, Professor Shine said they would combine the tactic with other bio-control measures to enhance the deadly punch. But before ants are put to work in the wild the approach must be trialed, Professor Shine cautioned: "We have to be absolutely certain there's no collateral damage. The example of the toad itself shows us the potential risk."

Double Trouble - the Invasive Species Council's pests and climate change bulletin 

The Invasive Species Council has just issued its first e-bulletin on the interactions of climate change and invasive species. It can be found at: http://invasives.org.au/doubletrouble/doubletrouble1.html.
Anyone can subscribe to the bulletin (free). Below is the introduction and two of the stories featured. We invite researchers to advise us of relevant research suitable for future bulletins, which will come out about every 2 months. The excerpts below are linked to a blog site with the full story and references. Correspondence can be directed to isc@invasives.org.au. 

Aplin KP, Brown PB, Jacob J, Krebs CJ, Singleton GR. 2003. Field Methods for Rodent Studies in Asia and the Indo-Pacific. ACIAR Monograph No. 100, 223p, Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research, Canberra. The whole vol is online and can be found at: 

http://www.irri.org/irrc/Rodents/publications.asp#Field_Methods_for_Rodent_Studies_in_Asia_and_the_Indo-Pacific Chapter 11 which has data on R exulans, R rattus plus the other possible species (E.g. R . praetor and R. mordax)  is at: http://www.irri.org/irrc/Rodents/publications/field%20methods-Part%203.pdf
Top Stories on Discovery Channel: New Species Discoveries in PNG

http://dsc.discovery.com/news/slideshows/new-guinea-species.html
From SPREP IRC Library
For your reference I have archived a copy of RMI’s recently passed Coastal Management National Framework See http://www.sprep.org/att/irc/ecopies/countries/marshall_islands/59.pdf - 858kb

A couple of items of interest noted in the latest EU newsletter below. The full newsletter can be viewed at the end of this message or via this link: http://brussels.cta.int/newsletter/newsletter_20090312_EN.html#4 

EC provides aid worth €700,000 in Pacific island countries Published : Mar 11 2009 Region: EU/ACP Cotonou The Commission has taken a humanitarian decision for €700,000 to provide assistance to communities affected by floods in Fiji, the Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea. More than 50,000 people will benefit from this decision. There will be a particular focus on actions to treat and prevent the spread of waterborne diseases. The funds are managed by the European Commission's Humanitarian Aid department under the responsibility of Commissioner Louis Michel. Source: European Commission Related links : Read more at: http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/370&format=HT

 HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/370&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en" \o "http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/370&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en" \t "_blank" ML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en More about ECHO http://ec.europa.eu/echo/index_en.htm EC delegation to Pacific http://www.delfji.ec.europa.eu/
Climate change: EU and aid to poor nations Published: Mar 11 2009 Region: EU/ACP Cotonou EU environment ministers failed to agree on how to support poorer nations to fund the fight against climate change, and kicked the problem upstairs to the heads of state and government. The unresolved matter will now go the 27 heads of state and government at the next European Union summit on March 19-20. The EU ministers agreed that it would take 175 billion euros per year in 2020. EU Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas said half of that amount would need to be found for developing nations. Greenpeace slammed the EU's failure to help out. "While billions of taxpayers' money is being used to prop up failed banks and carmakers, not one euro cent is being pledged to help the developing world tackle a problem that Europeans helped create," he added. Greenpeace and other NGOs have said the European Union should be contributing around 35 billion euros. Source: eubusiness.com Related links: Read more: http://www.eubusiness.com/news-eu/1236036044.93 DG Environment at: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/environment/ CTA Briefing on climate change http://brusselsbriefings.net/past-briefings/february-13-2008/
Climate change: EC dishes the dirt on the importance of soil Published: Mar 10 2009 Region: EU/ACP Cotonou A new report made public by the Commission underlines the crucial role that soils can play in mitigating climate change. Soils contain around twice the amount of carbon in the atmosphere and three times the amount to be found in vegetation. Europe's soils are an enormous carbon reservoir, containing around 75 billion tonnes, and poor management can have serious consequences: a failure to protect Europe's remaining peat bogs, for example, would release the same amount of carbon as an additional 40 million cars on Europe's roads. The report, a synthesis of the best available information on the links between soil and climate change, underlines the need to sequester carbon in soils. The technique is cost competitive and immediately available, requires no new or unproven technologies, and has a mitigation potential comparable to that of any other sector of the economy. In line with the Thematic Strategy for soil protection, the current trend of soil degradation needs to be reversed, and soil management practices must be improved if a high rate of soil carbon sequestration is to be achieved. Source: European Commission Related links: Read more http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/353&format=HT

 HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/353&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en" \o "http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/353&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en" \t "_blank" ML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en Read the Document at: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/publications_en.htm CTA Briefing on climate change at: http://brusselsbriefings.net/past-briefings/february-13-2008/
ReefBase Newsletter - February 2009 * HTML version of this newsletter is available at http://www.reefbase.org/newsletter.aspx?newsdategroup=200902* PDF version of this newsletter is available at http://www.reefbase.org/newsletter/Newsletter_February2009.pdf In this issue: ReefBase Publication Database

1. Pyramidellid parasites of tridacnid clams
2. Length-Based Assessment of Sustainability Benchmarks for Coral Reef Fishes in Puerto Rico
3. Marine reserves: size and age do matter
4. What role for reef restoration in the face of climate change?
5. Preliminary Assessment of the Impacts of Reef Uplift on the Aquatic Environment in the Rarumana Lagoon
6. Vulnerability of national economies to the impacts of climate change on fisheries

Online GIS

1. January 2009 NOAA Coral Reef Watch's Satellite Monitoring Products: This map shows the global observations of coral bleaching occurrences combined with NOAA Coral Reef Watch's satellite monitoring products including Sea Surface Temperature, Sea Surface Temperature Anomaly, Bleaching HotSpot and Degree Heating Weeks. These datasets are added into ReefBase Online GIS each month. To view the latest January 2009 maps, click here. http://reefgis.reefbase.org/redirect.aspx?urlid=24471&linksource=nl
From: Duncan R. MacRae I received a great response concerning mapping threats and values. I have tried to summarize the links and papers that were attached below, just in case any one else can use them.

Links:

USDA Forest service threats from invasive species: 

http://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/technology/invasive_species.shtml
Invasive Ant species in New Zealand: 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/research/biocons/invertebrates/ants/Publications.asp Assessing Invasive Animals in Australia, 2008; extensive reports and mapping

Tools.

http://www.invasiveanimals.com/research/detection_and_prevention/12.d.1/index.html http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/protect/index.html
http://www.invasiveanimals.com/research/detection_and_prevention/index.html
Biosecurity New Zealand (MAFBNZ) - current project underway to map coastal marine values and potential impacts of AIS. Direct link to the report:

http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/files/pests/salt-freshwater/mapping-coastal-waters.pdf 

Interesting Web Blog on Invasives:

http://invasivespecies.blogspot.com/2009/03/ask-invasive-species-expert.html 
COUNTRY ACTIVITIES/ACTION PLANS: Not all teams and their achievements and or plans are included here and for those missed out it just means I failed to catch up with you in time, so apologies and please give us some news for the next issues.
PALAU: For further information on any of these items, please contact Dr. Joel Miles, National Invasive Species Coordinator, nisc@palaunet.com
The Palau Bureau of Agriculture has released a biological control agent for the Cycad Aulacaspis Scale (CAS) at four locations in Koror, Palau. With the support of Dr. Aubrey Moore of the University of Guam and his assistant Mr. Robert Bourgeois, staff of the Bureau of Agriculture and the Belau National Museum released a biological control agent on Monday, March 2, at four locations in Koror where the cycad plants are heavily infested. The biological control agent is a tiny beetle (less than 1/8 inch long) which eats the scale insects and also lays its eggs in the adult female scales.  The beetle only eats scale insects and it is not a threat to any other living things.  It has provided good control of the scale in Guam, and we hope it will be as effective here. Following the release of the beetle, BOA and BNM staff surveyed Babeldaob and the Rock Islands with Dr. Moore and Mr. Bourgeois to see how far the scale has spread.

This project is being carried out with funding support from the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) and the United States Forest Service (USFS). We are grateful to the University of Guam, the Belau National Museum, and the Bureau of Marine Resources for their support.  Thanks also to Emmaus High School, Topside Mobil Station, the Division of Parks & Recreation, Belau National Hospital, and the Koror State Department of Conservation and Law Enforcement for their cooperation.

The Cycad Scale is a serious threat to both ornamental and native cycad plants. (Cycad plants are known in Palauan as Remiang). Palau has a native species of cycad/remiang, which is an important part of the native forest in the Rock Islands. So far the scale insects have only been found on introduced ornamental cycad species in Koror and Airai, but if they are not controlled they will soon spread to native cycad plants in the Rock Islands. The cycad scale has killed thousands of native cycad plants on Guam, and the same impact can be expected in the Rock Islands if the scale is not controlled. The Bureau of Agriculture prohibited the importation of cycad plants into Palau in 2004, following the scale outbreak in Guam.  It is not known how the scale entered Palau

Scale insects only move when immature; the adults attach themselves to a plant surface and cover themselves with a waxy coating. Heavy infestations of scale insects cause browning and death of leaves, and they eventually kill the entire plant. Cycad plants infested with the cycad scale can be recognized by the leaves first being covered with tiny white spots. Eventually the leaves turn brown and die.
Rodent Eradication at Fanna, Sonsorol: Staff members from the Palau Conservation Society and community volunteers from Sonsorol and Kayangel departed to Sonsorol on the 14th of March, 2009 to conduct a rat eradication project. The Island of Fanna in the state of Sonsorol was chosen for the eradication because it is recognized worldwide as an Important Bird Area (IBA) site for nesting seabirds and because of its remote location. Rats are an invasive species that pose serious threats to biodiversity, the economy and human health. The goal of this project is to exterminate rat populations from the island and to train a team on eradication and monitoring methods. Along with assistance from Steve Cranwell of BirdLife International, the six-member team will remain in Sonsorol for the next three weeks. This project will help us learn the best methods for eradicating rats safely from islands in Palau. Over the next three years the team will then work to eradicate rats from other threatened islands: Sonsorol Island and Kayangel.
FRENCH POLYNESIA:
Summary of eradications French Polynesia:

Manu has carried out rat eradications on two sites these past few months. In December 2008, hand broadcasting of poison (Brodifacoum) has been done on three motus (Tiarao=3,8 ha; Hiuveru=1,8; and Hiveu=0;7) in the south of the atoll of Rangiroa (Tuamotu). These motus hold important numbers of several species of seabirds (boobies, terns, noddis, frigatebirds) and they are potential sites of colonisation for the polynesian ground-dove Gallicolumba erythroptera, an endangered bird endemic to the Tuamotu which is currently restricted/confined to rat-free area. Both species of rats (Black rats Rattus rattus and Pacific rats Rattus exulans) were present on the 3 targeted sites. Two drops of Brodifacoum have been done on each of the motus. The owners of the motus organized the logistics and help the team in the field. Notice signs have been set up on the motus to aware visitors about the presence of poison. 

In February 2009, a rat eradication has also been carried out on Teuaua, an islet of 5 ha located near the island of Ua Huka. This islet holds one of the most important colony of Sooty terns of French Polynesia (about 75000 pairs). The feasibility study made in 2008 had shown very high density of Pacific rats on the islet, so the total sowing rate used for the eradication was 30 kg/ha. Manu received a strong logistical support from the mayor of Ua Huka. The field team was compounded by 2 persons from Manu, 3 researchers from France, and 5 locals who received technical training at the same time as they were helping in the field. The first drop of pellets of Brodifacoum was done on the 20th of February. About 150 dead rats were found during the days following the first drop, and the second drop using pellets and blocks of Brodifacoum was done a week later. Several communication actions have been done by the project manager: informative talks were given to the population in the three villages of Ua Huka, and educational activities have been made in the schools. Moreover, 30 permanent bait stations have been set on the wharfs of Ua Huka to prevent the arrival of Black rat on the island which has remained free of them until now. Contacts are Lucie Faulquier (lfaulquier@manu.pf) and Anne Gouni agouni@manu.pf 

Please let me have details of any work and/or actions you are planning and would like to include in next months posting. Also your comments and suggestions on the Soundbites are always welcome.
SOIFUA
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