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NETWORK NEWS:
PILN Soundbites: PILN Soundbites are a monthly issue of network and other news around the region focusing on invasive species management and biodiversity conservation. All issues of the PILN Soundbites will continue to be available on the PILN Webpage found on the SPREP website: www.sprep.org/piln. We are still in the progress of updating and redesigning the PILN Webpage to accommodate all the new information and materials as promised. We expect to have this all sorted out within the next month so please bear with us. Please feel free to share this Soundbite with your fellow colleagues and networks that may also find this information of interest.
Your continued contributions and inputs to the Soundbites is as always welcome and as there have been some changes to the Soundbites original style, format and content your comments are greatly appreciated. Soundbites have traditionally been sent as a text Email and not as an attachment and as these grow in length of information with more and more links to other information please let us know if you still prefer this format email some of your thoughts, comments and suggestions to: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org.
Thank you.
PILN 2009 Network Meeting: Funding is still being sought to support our next Network meeting targeted at present for the last quarter of this year. We are currently looking at venue options and costs to hold this important meeting and as it is not likely we will be able to fund the same number of participants as in the past we encourage all countries, teams and organizations to allocate appropriate funding for their participation in the meeting.
As always we would wish to make the best of this opportunity and therefore would like to ask everyone for any comments and suggestions on location, venue, content, field trips, etc. We are currently investigating the possibility of Samoa hosting the meeting and we will keep you posted as to the outcome. Should no other countries or teams be able to host such a meeting then we will continue to make plans for Samoa and/or a centralized regional location in order to reduce costs. Please remember that PILN is a participant-driven network and therefore your input is invaluable.
MEETING/CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS/NEWS:

Dear All, I am glad to inform you that EPPO and the Council of Europe are organizing a workshop on the code of conduct of horticulture and invasive alien plants that they are developing. This will take place in Norway on 2009-06-04/05. More information is available at: http://archives.eppo.org/MEETINGS/2009_conferences/conf_codeofconduct.htm
Cheers
Sarah Brunel
Scientific Officer "Invasive Alien Plants"
EPPO/OEPP1, rue le Nôtre75016 PARIS
Tél: +33-1-45-20-77-94
Fax : +33-1-42-24-89-43
Mail: brunel@eppo.fr
Web: www.eppo.org
We now invite all those who wish to present a paper to the conference: Island Invasives: Eradication and Management, to be held at Tamaki Campus, University of Auckland, New Zealand, from 8 to 12 February 2010, to submit their abstracts. Go to http://www.cbb.org.nz/conferences.asp to pick up the links to PDF files about abstracts (one link) and preparing a paper for inclusion in the conference proceedings (second link lower down the page). This conference is hosted by the Centre for Biodiversity and Biosecurity (University of Auckland & Landcare Research), in collaboration with the IUCN/SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group. Please forward this email to as many other lists and individuals as you can. Your help to attract presenters will make this a better conference.
Dick Veitch

Manager, Island Invasives Conference

48 Manse Road

Papakura 2113

New Zealand 

Ph/fax +64 9 298 5775

dveitch@kiwilink.co.nz 

Vertebrate Pest Management Conference Announcement: The 7th European Vertebrate Pest Management Conference (7EVPMC) will be held in Lyon, France from September 8th, 2009 to September 12th. The European Vertebrate Pest Management Conference is a biennial meeting aiming at gathering people from different backgrounds interested in the issues of vertebrate pest management. The former meetings have been held so far in York, United Kingdom (1997), Braunschweig, Germany (1999), SeKibbutz Ma'aleh Hachamisha, Israel (2001), Parma, Italy (2003) Budapest, Hungary (2005) and Reading, United Kingdom (2007). The 7EVPMC website is now open online for registration, abstract submission and to contact us at http://7evpmc.vet-lyon.fr/
CALL FOR PAPERS: We are now accepting abstracts for this meeting. Only electronic submission on the web site will be considered for either poster or oral presentations in the following topics: 

· Fundamental Biology

· Behaviour

· Population Management

· Habitat Management

· Integrated Pest Management

· Environmental Impacts and Ecotoxicology

· Rodenticide Resistance

· Invasive species

· Zoonoses (epidemiology, risk assessment)

Please follow the requirements specified on the web site. The deadline for submission is April 30th, 2009. Authors will be notified of acceptance/rejection by June 30th, 2009.
Sixth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions: Portland State University, Portland, Oregon USA August 24-27, 2009 Conference Theme: Marine Bioinvaders: Agents of Change in a Changing World

Call for Abstracts: The Sixth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions will be held at Portland State University (Oregon, USA) from 24-27 August 2009. Entitled "Marine Bioinvaders: Agents of Change in a Changing World", the conference organizers encourage you to submit abstract to any of the following general themes:
1) Ecological and evolutionary impacts

2) How changing global conditions, including climate, will influence bioinvasions

3) Predicting the scale and diversity of invasions

4) Measuring and/or predicting spread on regional and global scales

5) Invasion patterns over time and space: does the past predict the future?

6) Detection, identification, and tracking-to-origin capabilities

7) Management, rapid response, eradication, and restoration

8) Recreational vessels as vectors of invasive species

9) Education and outreach: is the message reaching the right audience?
Special sessions for invited presenters include:

A) Advances in detection - with a focus on the development of molecular tools for detection and monitoring

B) Green crab management and ecology

C) Lionfish - causes of invasion, consequences, solutions

D) Propagule Pressure

Please note abstracts can be submitted at the conference website http://www.clr.pdx.edu/mbic/ until 31 March 2009. If you are an early-career participant (graduate student nearing completion or post-doctoral researcher) and would like your abstract to be considered for a travel award please indicate so on your abstract submission form. At present, we can offer partial support ~ approximately $500 USD. Because some awards are region-specific, don't forget to indicate the country in which you work. Please feel free to distribute this to interested colleagues and students. Conference announcement suitable for posting can be found here: http://www.clr.pdx.edu/mbic/mbic_announcement.pdf. We look forward to an informative conference!
International Workshop on Biological Control of Invasive Species affecting Pacific Island Forests, Agriculture and the Environment: - Change of Date

Originally targeted for early April 2009 in Nadi, Fiji, the meeting is now being planned for August 2009, at the same location. A small sub-group of PILN partners continues to work on the funding and agenda for this workshop in response to a request from participants at the 2007 PILN Network Meeting in Moorea. We intend to bring together biological control practitioners and decision makers from throughout the Pacific Region with an interest in biological control of invasive species on Pacific Islands. The objectives of the workshop are to:
· Review biological control activities in the Pacific to date

· Increase support for and communication about the use of biological control
· Identify capacity gaps (staffing and infrastructure) and other barriers to biological control
· Develop a plan for increasing the use of biological control as a means of managing widespread invasive species in the Pacific Islands
· Identify potential funding sources for regional approaches.
As funds are limited, attendance has been capped at 50 and is therefore by invitation. Others interested in attending (if funds permit), or receiving the proceedings of the workshop, or being involved in any subsequent activities or communication should contact one of the following: Warea Orapa– WareaO@spc.int; Lynley Hayes- HayesL@Landcareresearch.co.nz; Anne Marie LaRosa– alarosa@fs.fes.us; or Mark Bonin– Markb@sprep.org 

Workshop on horticulture and invasive alien plants - Norway - June 2009: Dear All,

I am glad to inform you that EPPO and the Council of Europe are organizing a workshop on the code of conduct of horticulture and invasive alien plants that they are developing. This will take place in Norway on 2009-06-04/05.More information is available at:
http://archives.eppo.org/MEETINGS/2009_conferences/conf_codeofconduct.htm
FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST Combined workshops:

8th International Workshop on Biological Control and Management of Chromolaena odorata and Other Eupatorieae Workshop on Management of Parthenium hysterophorus Nairobi, Kenya, October 2010
Dr Costas Zachariades

ARC-PPRI, Private Bag X6006, Hilton, 3245 South Africa

Tel 033-3559418, cell 0833152100, fax 033-3559423

Alternative e-mail costaszach@yahoo.co.uk

NEWS FROM PARTNERS/OTHERS:
WWF get together for ecoregion map: The local Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) office has hosted a three day workshop this week for technical experts on its East Polynesia Ecoregion project. WWF Cook Islands coordinator Mona Matepi says the aim of the project, which began last year, is to complete a comprehensive conservation plan for the ecoregion. The ecoregion covers the marine area of the Cooks and French Polynesia. Marine conservation analyst Paul Anderson from the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP), WWF coordinator for French Polynesia Elodie Lagouy, Marine Resources secretary Ian Bertram and Cook Islands Natural Heritage Trust director Gerald McCormack, were among the presenters at the workshop which wraps up today.

Matepi says the workshop is part of the second phase of the ecoregion project organised to get all the technical experts together and map out everything living within the Cooks. She says these experts will contribute to the comprehensive mapping of species and habitats – data that will later be used as a conservation decision making tool. The part of the project involving French Polynesia has already been carried out. According to the WWF, an ecoregion is defined as a ‘relatively large unit of land or water containing a characteristic set of natural communities that share a large majority of their species, dynamics, and environmental conditions.’ WWF has a ‘Global 200’ list of the ecoregions indentified as priorities for conservation. The WWF assigns a conservation status to each ecoregion in the Global 200: critical or endangered; vulnerable; and relatively stable or intact. Over half of the ecoregions in the Global 200 are rated endangered. Once the Cook Islands area has been mapped under the project, WWF will be able to tell more clearly what areas and species are threatened. It is expected that by next year there will be a completed conservation plan from the data being gathered now.-Helen Greig
Global Invasive Species Database in Chinese language

I am very pleased to announce that the Invasive Species Specialist Group (ISSG) and the Biodiversity Research Centre, Academia Sinica of Taiwan – the most preeminent academic institution of China - have signed a memorandum of understanding for creating a Chinese language version of the Global Invasive Species Database (GISD). The collaboration will permit to build a version of the GISD in both Simplified and Traditional Chinese characters, accessible through the ISSG portal. All database texts, including icons and buttons, will be translated. The Chinese texts will then be reviewed by Taiwanese experts in each taxonomic group, in order to ensure accuracy of the translation. The profiles of the "100 of the World's Worst Invasive Alien Species" will be translated in 2009, and the remaining 550 profiles will be completed in 3 years. With this cooperation, the information provided by the GISD - including basic data on the biology of the species, pathways of invasion, distribution, records of invasiveness and impact and management information - will reach a very wide audience of scientists, practitioners and decision makers (Chinese speakers around the world are well over 1.1 billions). And we hope that this effort will contribute towards raising awareness of invasive alien species and of ways to prevent and control their spread. From: Piero Genovesi
At the recently concluded ICRI General meeting held in Thailand (20th – 23rd April), it acknowledged the major threat to biodiversity and impact on the marine environment and coral reef ecosystems from invasive alien species. It recommended encouraging ICRI members, networks, other governments, donor agencies, NGOs and the scientific community to strengthen management of coral reefs and associated ecosystems to build resistance to marine bioinvasions, as well as raise awareness and capacity building to address IAS among reef managers and other key stakeholders. The summary can be accessed from the ICRI Forum http://www.icriforum.org/GMThailand_outcomes.html.
Best regards,

Posa A. Skelton
Coordinator - PACINET
USP/SPC/SPREP
Suva, Fiji
Tel. +679 3232708 or Mb. +679 908 9286 
email: skelton_p@usp.ac.fj or posas@spc.int 
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES: 

2009 Birdfair/RSPB Research Fund for Endangered Birds applications: We are pleased to announce the opening of the 2009 call for applications to the Birdfair/RSPB Research Fund for Endangered Birds. This will close on 30 September and successful applicants informed before December 2009. As before, the fund provides up to $2,000 to researchers working on birds listed by IUCN as Endangered or Critically Endangered, and now includes species listed as Data Deficient. An application form can be downloaded from http://www.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/science/international/smallgrants/endangeredbirdgrants.asp or from me by email request. Please send this email to anyone you think might be interested in applying.
CALL FOR PROJECT PROPOSALS! Go to: http://www.climatefrontlines.org/en-GB/node/191 With assistance from the Government of Denmark, UNESCO’s Frontlines Forum is funding local projects on climate change impacts and adaptation. What are we funding? Community-level projects focusing on local experiences with climate change impacts and adaptation. These could involve field research, interviews with community members, workshops, photo projects, film projects, etc. Who are we funding? Proposals can be made by interested groups or individuals, for example, local and indigenous organisations, research centres, researchers, graduate students with interdisciplinary training, community members (youth groups, women, elders) etc. 

What topics? Projects could explore any topic relating to climate change and local communities. For example:

· Local observations and understandings of climate change impacts (negative or positive) on communities, livelihoods and/or local environments;
· Ways that your community is adapting to or dealing with climate change; 

· Strategies and practices developed by local communities to cope with changes in the environment; 

· Local impacts (positive or negative) of measures to fight climate change. For example, planting trees to reduce greenhouse gases (through carbon sequestration); or building hydroelectric dams or avoiding deforestation (e.g. REDD) to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases.
However, we invite all kinds of proposals related to climate change and local communities, so do not feel limited by these suggestions.

What output? Your project should result in a detailed account – either in the form of a written report, a video or other media production - in English, Spanish or French. It should contribute to a growing body of information about community-level concerns, observations and experiences relating to climate change impacts and adaptation. These submissions will also contribute to the development of postings and discussions on the Frontlines of Climate Change Forum. Where are we funding? We invite proposals from anywhere in the world, as long as they are for local-scale projects involving peoples and places vulnerable to climate change. How much funding are we providing? Between US$3000 and USD$5000 per project. Further funding may subsequently be provided for projects with interesting outcomes.

When are we funding? Project grants will be distributed from mid-2009 onwards. Initial results would be expected before October 2010. What is the deadline for submission? Proposals should reach UNESCO on or before 15 July 2009. How do I apply? See detailed information and download a project proposal form from http://www.climatefrontlines.org/en-GB/node/191
From March to August 1, 2009, U.S. faculty and professionals are invited to apply for *Fulbright scholar grants at www.cies.org <blocked::http://www.cies.org/>. For monthly updates, write us at outreach@cies.iie.org <mailto:outreach@cies.iie.org> for a complimentary subscription to The Fulbright Scholar News, an electronic newsletter. 

*The Fulbright Program, sponsored by the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, is the U.S. government's flagship international exchange program and is supported by the people of the United States and partner countries around the world. Since 1946, the Fulbright Program has provided more than 286,000 participants from over 155 countries with the opportunity to study, teach and conduct research, to exchange ideas and contribute to finding solutions to shared international concerns. For more information, visit http://fulbright.state.gov/ <blocked::http://fulbright.state.gov/. Fulbright Scholar Program for US Faculty and Professionals for 2010-2011 is open The Fulbright Scholar Program offers grants in more than 125 countries around the world. For the Academic Year 2010-2011, Fulbright lists 29 lecturing, research or combined lecturing/research awards in agriculture. Even better, faculty and professionals in agriculture also can apply for one of the 144 "All Discipline" awards open to all fields. 

What does Fulbright offer in Agriculture? Here are a few of the awards for 2010-2011: Southern and Western Europe: Award #0272 - Agricultural and Environmental Sciences in Hungary; Award #0395 Science and Technology in Turkey; multiple awards in France including Award #0249 - Alsace Regional Award. Western Hemisphere: There are opportunities in a variety of nations across Latin America and Canada, including Award #0538 - Food Technology in Honduras and Award #0562 - Science and Technology in Venezuela. Sub-Saharan Africa: There are awards offered in 5 countries in this region. Examples include Award #0082 - Food Safety or Grass Production and Landscaping in Mauritius and Award #0084 - Agriculture, Business Administration or Computer Science in Mozambique. Eastern and Northern Europe: Opportunities exist in Hungary, Poland and Estonia for specialists in agronomy, ecology, biofuels, conservation wildlife management, forestry, grasslands and animal production. The application deadline is August 1, 2009. U.S. citizenship is required. For other eligibility requirements and detailed award descriptions visit our website at www.cies.org <http://www.cies.org/, or send a request for materials to scholars@cies.iie.org.

From Susi Menazza TNC Senior Policy Adviser Asia Pacific
Please find attached information about the Chevening Scholarship 2009-2010 forwarded by our UNEP-WCMC colleagues. This can be a great opportunity for an islander to spend a year in Cambridge working on island-related issues and projects such as the new Global Island Database (more on this soon).

Aims of the scholarship: The scheme aims to help young professionals prepare for a role in national and regional policy development and decision-making to resolve biodiversity-related challenges. Over a period of one year, and with support from the Centre's staff, they will:
· Review and analyze available information on the status of biodiversity and its conservation and sustainable use, focusing on particular species, ecosystems or conservation approaches

· Develop reports, tools and/or other outputs relevant to the identified area of work with specific recommendations for their implementation and use by policymakers and practitioners

Successful candidates work alongside UNEP-WCMC staff, helping to enhance the Centre’s knowledge base on biodiversity and its conservation, and supporting preparation of information products and services to decision makers ranging from UNEP to the private sector and from governments to the international environmental agreements.

Subject areas: In order to maximize opportunities for building experience, candidates are particularly sought to work on the following areas of the Centre’s activities: 

· Policy-relevant research on climate change and biodiversity issues , including: the impacts of mitigation policy on biodiversity (reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, biofuels); developing adaptation plans for biodiversity in developing countries; relationships between biodiversity and carbon storage.

· Enhancing the World Database on Protected Areas, including: review of information on particular countries and regions; analysis and assessment of particular protected area related issues; gap analysis; impacts on local peoples; and protected area management effectiveness.

· Delivering indicators for assessing progress in achieving the 2010 global biodiversity target, including: helping to develop and test global and regional indicators; reviewing links between indicators and assessing their relevance to policy; and clarifying links between global indicators and national datasets.

· Providing information services related to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, including: analysis of information for particular taxa and/or regions.

· Research, synthesis, analysis and mapping of marine and coastal biodiversity issues including: sustainable use of marine and coastal goods and services; responses to current and emerging issues such as climate change, assessment of the marine environment, high/deep-seas issues, and the 2012 MPA target.

· Biodiversity informatics, especially geospatial aspects, web mapping, service oriented architectures, distributed metadata catalogues, distributed modeling and data management tools, also development of standards compliant web mapping services and transactional web feature servers. A minimum of twelve months software development experience plus ESRI or Open Source GIS knowledge is required for this area of work.
AVAILABLE NEWSLETTERS/REPORTS: The following newsletters, flyers and reports are also available as a PDF through PILN upon request and also at the PILN webpage found at www.sprep.org: 
1. CEPF Newsletter APRIL
2. SEACOLOGY E-Newsletter May 2009

3. Asia-Pacific Ocean News (SEAWEB Newsletter May,2009)

4. MNRE March Newsletter
5. CEPF Newsletter May 2009

6. IOBC (International Biological Control Newsletter April 2009)
INTERSTING NEWS/LINKS/WEBSITES:
RE: Crown of Thorn Dear colleagues, a copy of the booklet is available for free download online - see http://www.crc.uri.edu/download/COT_0013.PDF - 895kb.
The second issue of ISC’s E-bulletin Double Trouble - part of our work to raise awareness about the threats of invasive species under climate change is available at: http://invasives.org.au/doubletrouble/doubletroubleed2.html. In the lead story we highlight the potential for multiple introductions to lead to super-invasive weeds and pests with a greater capacity to adapt quickly to climate change. Free subscription is available by emailing doubletrouble@invasives.org..au ISC welcomes any news of research, policy and advocacy on the interactions of invasive species and climate change. 
Carol Booth
Invasive Species Council Email carolbooth@invasives.org.au
Plant Biosecurity Toolbox now available Members might like to know about the new on-line diagnostic information of exotic plant pests and diseases available on the PaDIL website, that's the Pest and Disease Image Library. It has been developed by the Cooperative Research Centre for National Plant Biosecurity in collaboration with a number of organisations concerned with plant health in Australia. Plant Protection New from the Office of the Chief Plant Protection Officer says: A web-based toolbox to aid with the diagnosis of exotic plant pests and diseases is now available. The Plant Biosecurity Toolbox provides plant health workers with a collection of detailed diagnostic information on exotic plant pests. This information can be used to support more rapid and confident confirmation of pest species that threaten Australian agriculture. The toolbox includes:

· information on biology and taxonomy of pests

· diagnostic morphological, biochemical and molecular tests

· images of pests, host symptoms and damage

· reference materials and links to related websites, and

· contact details for experts and accredited diagnostic laboratories.

· The functions and content of the toolbox will continue to evolve to ensure diagnostic protocols can be accessed in the field.

The Cooperative Research Centre for National Plant Biosecurity developed the toolbox in collaboration with a number of organisations concerned with plant health in Australia. The toolbox can be viewed at http://www.padil.gov.au/pbt.<http://www.padil.gov.au/pbt.>

[Ramsar-CEPA-Eng] Invasive Alien Species - International Day for Biological Diversity, 22nd May 22nd May marks the International Day for Biological Diversity (IDB). Organised by the Convention on Biological Diversity, this year the celebration has a focus on a subject of great relevance to Ramsar – Invasive Alien Species (IAS). Recognised by the Millennium Ecosystem assessment as one of the five key drivers of change in wetland ecosystems, invasive species are assessed as having a high impact on wetland biodiversity over the last century with inland waters suffering rather more seriously than coastal waters. The other four key drivers are habitat change, climate change, overexploitation and pollution.

Why does it matter? Apart from the known losses of local species through the impact of invasive aliens, the cost to human society of IAS damage and control is huge. At a global scale, the annual cost is estimated at US$ 1.4 trillion (for all invasive species, not just those associated with wetlands). To take but one wetland example, the cost water hyacinth and other water weeds in developing countries related to water use is estimated as US$ 100 million per year. The CBD has developed quite a number of materials for the IDB that provide excellent information sources on IAS and of course these can be used if you intend to run an IDB day event on the 22nd of this month. Start here http://www.cbd.int/idb/2009/. On this web page you will find links to a downloadable poster, a bookmark, as well an illustrated 24-page booklet Invasive Alien Species: a threat to biodiversity. After a brief introduction, chapters helpfully cover threats and impacts, pathways of invasion, climate change and IAS, and then a section on what can be done (the latter variously addressing policy makers, consumers, landowners, educators and youth). A final section on what you should NOT do is aimed at pet owners, travellers, boaters and fishers, and horticulturists/landowners. There is also a helpful glossary at the end to define some of the technical words in the text.

Scroll to the bottom of the IDB web page and you will find a reference and link to a useful publication from The Nature Conservancy called Assessing and Managing Invasive Species within Protected Areas. Protected Area Quick Guide Series. Amongst other things, this helpfully (and concisely) looks at assessing IAS threats, prevention and pathways, management control and restoration, management planning for invasive species in PAs etc. With best wishes, Sandra Hails, Ramsar Secretariat.

COUNTRY ACTIVITIES/ACTION PLANS: Not all teams and their achievements and or plans are included here and for those missed out it just means I failed to catch up with you in time, so apologies and please give us some news for the next issues.
GUAM: From: Diane Vice
1) The Cocos Island rodent eradication surveillance continues - no rodent activity. Success is not clearly declared until 2 years has past without rodent sign.

2) Despite the loss of the hotline (687-FROG) the coqui frog awareness campaign, "ListenUp Guam", is receiving daily phone calls from the concerned public regarding frogs. Fortunately the calls are mainly for greenhouse frogs (Eleutherodactylus planirostris) and barkers (Rana sp.); greenhouse frogs look like coqui and barkers have loud calls. Having the additional invasive frog species on Guam leads to some confusion, however there is a benefit derived from the public calling about other species - we are able to spread awareness of the coqui (and other invasives) through one-on-one discussions. Only three coqui have been found on Guam; the most recent was associated with a shipment of tiles from Hawai'i. The staff who found the coqui immediately reported the find to authorities.  We hope that with an informed public, we can prevent the introduction and establishment of coqui and other non-native species to Guam. The increase in traffic through and from Guam associated with the impending military buildup only increases the need for vigilance. I was happy to see a "LISTENUP FSM" poster plastered on a garbage can in the arrival area of Majuro's airport. It was a poster from Guam that had "Guam" blanked out and replaced with "FSM". We need to piggy-back all our efforts for awareness and control of invasives in the Pacific.

3) Coconut rhinocerus beetle (CRB) eradication efforts continue on Guam. Due to inadequate funding and the difficulty in trapping adult CRB the eradication effort may be forced to shift into a control program.  Funding the program has been difficult. Currently the CRB Team is sourcing four canines to be trained to search for CRB and working with SPC and Fiji to import a CRB virus.

SAMOA: From Setoa Apo

Aleipata Island Rat Eradication Programme (AIREP) a pig eradication was implemented from April 16th to 18th. The team managed to kill 3 pigs but we have seen two others (running around) but failed to bring them down. However, we assumed that there are more to an uncertain number still on the island. Part of the operation, was to confirm the new reported Crazy Yellow Ant infestation in part of Vini beach. I managed to collect samples and took photos for identification by experts. These photos were sent over to Dave Butler and he confirmed the infestation. The air baiting operation proposal to CEPF has been approved but it takes time for the transference of the fund to SPREP as they will be managing the funds. There were numbers of activities planned for implementation prior to the actual air baiting and the first of such activities will be a reptile survey. The expert and David Butler will arrive on the 8th June to assist and guide us with this survey.
Please let me have details of any work and/or actions you are planning and would like to include in next months posting due out MAY 29, 2009. Also your comments and suggestions on the Soundbites are always welcome.
SOIFUA
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