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NETWORK NEWS:
PILN Soundbites: PILN Soundbites is a monthly issue of network and other news from around the region, focusing on invasive species management and biodiversity conservation. All issues of PILN Soundbites are available on the PILN Webpage at the SPREP website: www.sprep.org/piln. We are still updating and redesigning the PILN Webpage to accommodate new information and materials. We expect to have this completed within the next few months as it will be an important task of the Full-Time PILN Coordinator. Please feel free to share this Soundbite with your fellow colleagues and networks that may also find this information of interest. Also please e-mail your thoughts, comments and suggestions to: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org PIILN is a participatory driven network and everyone’s comments are welcomed. Again Have a Great New Year with Invasive Species management everyone. Next Posting February 26, 2010.
PILN Network Meeting: Funding is still being sought to support our next Network meeting now targeted for next year. We are currently looking at venue options and costs to hold this important meeting and as it is not likely we will be able to fund the same number of participants as in the past we encourage all countries, teams and organizations to allocate appropriate funding for their participation in the meeting.

As always we would wish to make the best of this opportunity and therefore would like to ask everyone for any comments and suggestions on location, venue, content, field trips, etc. Should no other countries or teams be able to host such a meeting then we will continue to develop plans for Samoa and/or an alternate centralized location in the region in order to reduce costs. Please remember that PILN is a participant-driven network and therefore your input is invaluable.
COUNTRY ACTIVITIES/ACTION PLANS: My sincere apologies if your news is not here but that probably means that I have failed to catch up with you in time, or you haven’t had time to put some words together to catch this deadline. So please give us some news for the next issue due out on FEBRUARY 26, 2010. Several of you have suggested that this is the most interesting and valuable part of the Soundbites so let’s all work hard to make it better for everyone.
AMERICAN SAMOA: 2009 was a successful year for our invasive control and research programs. We completed three years of tamaligi research (2007-09, 30 permanent long term monitoring plots) and established 15 plots (same as tamaligi plots) to start up the Lopa, Andenthera pavonia . We killed more than 40 feral pigs in the park, 35 were caught in the Ta'u unit of the park in Manu'a. We restored 2 acres of abandoned agricultural areas near the Mt.Alava trail with 2000 native trees. The tamaligi removal is still going strong. We are pretty much done with Fagasa village. We are working in Pago Pago village now. We are also working with two scientists from USDA Forest Service, Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry in Hawaii. they are Dr. Flint Hughes and Amanda Uowolo. We will start a new crew with the next village in March or April.

Faafetai, 
Tavita Togia

Ecologist, National Park of American Samoa

Tel: 684-633-7082, ext 30.

FIJI: Bula Vinaka, to you from the BirdLife Office Pacific Secretariat here in Suva. Our office staffs were kept busy during the past few months doing surveys and bird trainings at our project sites around the country. Our Fiji Programme Seabird team carried out a biodiversity survey in the upper Mamanuca Group (about 30 minutes boat ride from Nadi) from the 9th to the 13th of November, 2009. The group consists of about twenty two (22) islands and are identified as a volcanic archipelago that is located in the western side of Viti Levu. This group of islands is well known throughout the tourism world for it contains some of the spectacular, well known and award winning resorts such as the Tokoriki Island Resort, Matamanoa Island Resort, Mana Island Resort, Likuliku, Musket Cove and Castaway Island Resort therefore making it a popular tourist destination. About fifteen (15) of these islands are inhabited and seven (7) are uninhabited. Three of these islands, namely, Matamanoa (contains the Matamanoa Island Resort), Kadomo and Monuriki (both islands are uninhabited) are among Fiji’s most important islands for burrowing seabirds and as such identified as Sites of National Significance

The purpose of the survey was to assess the eradication feasibility of invasive alien species which has a devastating impact on native flora and fauna especially the residential breeding wedge tailed shearwater ((Puffinus pacificus) on these islands. A total of seven islands were surveyed during the five day expedition. The islands included, Monuriki, Monu, Tokoriki, Yanuya, Tavua, Matamanoa, Kadomo and Yanuya. The team was divided up into two groups, Group A and B. Group A led by the Seabird Programme Manager, Steve Cranwell surveyed the islands of Monuriki (9th to 11th), Matamanoa (12th to 13th), and Monu (11th and 13th) whereas Group B led by Elenoa Seniloli surveyed the islands of Kadomo (9th to 11th), Tokoriki (13th), Tavua (12th), and Yanuya (11th to 12th). Overall, the survey was a success and on this count the team will be returning in the next few weeks to do consultation with the local communities with the aim of trying to restore these islands as a safe haven for birds. 

Happy New Year and Vinaka Vakalevu.

Sia Rasalato (Conservation Assistant)
FSM or POHNPEI:
1. Pesticide Applicator Training in FSM: During January 2010 an 3 days training course was held in Kosrae, Pohnpei and Chuuk for pesticide applicators. This training was mainly for people Agricultural Extension, Forestry and NGOs (Conservation Societies who do the field work on weed control/eradication.

2. Booklet on Invasive Plants in Pohnpei: This booklet was written by Konrad Englberger and was published in August 2009 by Elite Printing in Guam. The booklet is a Guide for Identification and Public Awareness. It covers 26 Invasive Plant Species, for each species two or three color photos are shown and it provides information on, Pohnpeian Name, Common Names, Distribution, Impact, Description, Propagation/ Spread and Control. The printing was funded by the Japanese Embassy in Pohnpei and supported by the Conservation Society of Pohnpei (CSP).

3. Weed eradication in Pohnpei: Some of the Invasive Plant Species in Pohnpei have been under control for over 10 years. Out of the 10 species, Ivy gourd (Coccinia grandis) can be confirmed to be eradicated. For over one year there has been no sighting of these species. 

· Mile-a-minute (Mikania micrantha) is not far from being eradicated; during 2009 the plant was only found in one small area. There has been no seeding of Mile-a-minute for several years and the seed bank must be soon exhausted.
· False Sakau (Piper auritum) eradication is looking also good, and hopefully this species can be eradicated within the next two years.
· Other species which are currently under eradication in Pohnpei are: Chain of Love (Antigonon leptopus, Octopus tree (Scheflera actinophylla and Bengal trumpet vine (Thunbergia grandiflora.)
4. On the main Island in the Marshall Islands Chromolina odorata has been under control for 7 to 8 years and it is almost eradicated. Ther is alo chromoleana present on Bikini Island and more work needs to be done their.On the Island of Keli in Marshall Island Mile-a-minute is present and some control work was done in 2008
With the help of US Forestry Service there is a possibly of getting funding for a Invasive Species Coordinator for FSM.
From Konrad Englberger
GUAM: Guam is busy reading and submitting comments on the 10,000 page Draft EIS for the military buildup. We are in four days of meetings with the group of experts from USDA, Smithsonian Institute and USGS who analyzing the possible pathways of invasives throughout Micronesia which will all work into the development of the Micronesia Biosecurity Plan. Visits to other islands and return visits to Guam are forth coming.  The military funded the development of the plan, however we will have to wait and see how and when it is implemented.

From Diane Vice
Dear friends and partners of CSP:

I am pleased to share with you our first quarter newsletter release (available upon request from the Interim PILN COORDINATOR) to keep you abreast of the Society's activities. In it you will find highlights and release of some new and exciting projects taking place at the Society like the FSM GIS Spatial Data Clearinghouse a new opportunity and potential for information backbone support for biodiversity conservation in the FSM, exciting grass roots participation and leadership in conservation, efforts to protect Pohnpei forest and water resources and new resource development on invasive species management and our continuing actions to build our team capacity and contribute directly to national asset building.

Hope you will enjoy it and truly you are part of our progress and our success through the generous support provided by you. Please feel free to circulate it in your networks. We wish everyone a great new year and we wish you success.  We look forward to working with you and ask that you remain a strong supporter and partner to do more for the local communities and in small ways we hope to contribute to the global biodiversity conservation aims and the global stride to combat climate change, small island food and water security issues and dear and close to our hearts the impact of sea level rise in these Pacific communities.  These are challenging times but also a time for stronger will and hope. The CSP is excited about the opportunities in 2010 and commits to contributing to the biodiversity conservation goals established by our five country leaders the Micronesia Challenge. Yes we can and we must for our people. Once again thank you for your support.

Patterson K. Shed

Executive Director

Conservation Society of Pohnpei

e-mail: cspdirector@mail.fm

website: www.serehd.org
MEETING/CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS/NEWS:
2nd Workshop on Invasive Alien Plants in Mediterranean Type Regions of the World: You can find information concerning the 2nd Workshop on Invasive Alien Plants in Mediterranean Type Regions of the World in Trabzon (Turkey) on 2010-08-02/06 at: 
http://archives.eppo.org/MEETINGS/2010_conferences/mediterranean_ias..htm 
Regards

Sarah
“Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust International Training Centre, Island Species-Led Action (ISLA) course 2010”. Following the success of ISLA 2008 in Guam and ISLA 2009 in Fiji the International Training Centre is pleased to announce that we have funding for one more iteration of this popular course in the Pacific region. ISLA is a 10-day course for conservation practitioners & educators, focusing on proven & practical approaches to managing endangered species and habitats that can be realised with minimal resource implications. The course is designed for island species and habitat conservation managers from the public & private/charity sectors & academic staff from island universities/colleges.
The secured funding will cover local costs and provide a small number of scholarships for participants from other countries. We are now looking for a location and a partner to host the 2010 course, in the latter half of the year. If you are interested please get in touch with jill.key@durrell.org. 
Dr Jill Key

International Training Centre
Extension 050

Mobile 07829 804 509
Conservation NGO Management and Leadership 2010: Unitec NZ is offering a management and leadership training programme for Managers and Leaders of conservation NGOs in the Pacific. A Flyer is avalable upon request from the PILN Coordinator. For further information please contact Fraser McDonald at fmcdonald@unitec.ac.nz
Thanking you in advance

Warm Regards

Fraser McDonlad

The 11th ICAZ International Conference of ICAZ (International Council for Archaeozoology) will take place in Paris, from 23 to 28 August 2010. This conference also includes scientific sessions on wildlife domestication, trading and island translocation, and invasions in the world through the ages and that might be of interest for you or your network. For more info:

http://www.alexandriaarchive.org/icaz/ICAZ2010/00-1st%20page/1st%20page.htm
Dear Colleagues, Below are upcoming conferences/workshops that may be of interest to you. For more information please follow the links provided. 
· Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre 28 February-3 March, 2010 (SEE): http://www.globalbiosecurity2010.com/
· International Invasive Ant Management Workshop 27–29 April, 2010 (SEE): http://www.terc.csiro.au/iiamw/location.asp 

Regards,

Natasha Doherty

Programme Support Officer

PII (Pacific Invasives Initiative)

School Of Biological Sciences 

The University of Auckland - Tamaki Campus 

Private Bag 92019

Auckland 1142

New Zealand

Ph: 64 9 3737599 ext.86817

Fax: 64 9 3737042

Website: http://issg.org/cii/pii/

Further details about the Island Invasives: Eradication and Management Conference are now posted on the conference website: http://www.cbb.org.nz/conferences.asp 
Of particular note is the draft programme as a downloadable pdf file. This includes authors and titles of 96 oral presentations and 46 poster papers. Please also note that the cutoff date for discounted early registration is the end of November. At this time nearly half of the 300 places are taken.

Dick Veitch Manager, 

Island Invasives Conference 

48 Manse Road Papakura 2113

New Zealand

Ph/fax +64 9 298

5775dveitch@kiwilink.co.nz 

http://www.cbb.org.nz/conferences.asp 
The Faculty of Life Sciences, University of Copenhagen, is hosting the *6th European Conference on Biological Invasions NEOBIOTA*. The title of the conference is *Biological Invasions in a Changing World - from Science to Management*. The organizing committee is pleased to invite all those who are interested in invasive plants and animals, to register and submit abstracts for oral and/or poster presentations at the conference homepage http://cis.danbif.dk/neobiota2010. Here you will also find more detailed information about the conference venue, topics, accommodation, etc. The conference will take place on 14-17 September 2010 in Copenhagen, Denmark, starting with an invited evening keynote lecture presented by Richard J. Hobbs from the Murdoch University in Western Australia. Everyone interested in Biological Invasions is invited to participate and share ideas, new results and opinions. All professions (ecologists, conservation agencies, stake-holders), all organisms (plants, animals, pathogens, fungi) and ecosystems (marine, freshwater, terrestrial) will be considered.

The registration is now opened. We encourage early registration, since the conference will be limited to 300 participants. Please, note also that *the deadline for registration and submission of abstracts is 15 March 2010*. For sharing the information with your colleagues interested in biological invasions, you may want to download a *flyer* from the conference homepage (see http://cis.danbif.dk/neobiota2010/info/conference-flyer).
International invasive ant management workshop: Announcing a three day workshop on the management of invasive ants to be held in Darwin, Australia on 27-29 April 2010. This focused workshop aims to facilitate networking among people involved in invasive ant management, as well as to improve the incorporation of research and ant biology into management. The workshop will be hosted by CSIRO, with accommodation at the Mirambeena resort within Darwin city. This workshop will be limited to 60 people due to restricted facility size. As such, priority will be given to people who are actively involved in decision making and ground work of invasive ant management, especially eradication programs. Participants will be expected to provide a brief (max. 5 minute) presentation of themselves and their work, and are also encouraged to propose a longer talk (15-20 minutes) of any aspect of invasive ant management that they deem of relevance to the workshop. Details of this workshop are yet to be finalized, and more information will be provided as soon as possible. For planning purposes, the cost of the workshop will be under AU$1500 per person, which includes accommodation.
Dear Colleagues,
A Conference on Biological Control for Nature is being held in Northampton Massachusetts, October 3-7 2010. This meeting will explore the benefits of classical biological control for the control of invasive insects and weeds in natural forests, and associated habitats such as wetlands, grasslands, and deserts. Applications to islands and other natural systems will be included. The meeting will not address other forms of biological control (augmentation, conservation, biopesticides), nor will it address use of biological control in plantation forestry. The meeting will appeal to biological control scientists, conservationists, invasion biologists, and land managers.
Information on the conference (including registration and session information) can be found at: http://biocontrolfornature.ucr.edu/ The meeting is limited to just 150 people so early registration is encouraged. If have specific questions please contact Mark Hoddle (mark.hoddle@ucr.edu) or Roy Van Driesche (vandries@nre.umass.edu)
Mark Hoddle,

Department of Entomology,

University of California,

Riverside, CA 92521

USA

Phone: 951-827-4714

Fax: 951-827-3086

www.biocontrol.ucr.edu

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST Combined workshops:

8th International Workshop on Biological Control and Management of Chromolaena odorata and Other Eupatorieae Workshop on Management of Parthenium hysterophorus Nairobi, Kenya, October 2010
Dr Costas Zachariades

ARC-PPRI, Private Bag X6006, Hilton, 3245 South Africa

Tel 033-3559418, cell 0833152100, fax 033-3559423

Alternative e-mail costaszach@yahoo.co.uk 
NEWS FROM PARTNERS/OTHERS:
GEF-PAS Invasive Species Project on the move: Over the past few years the GEF-eligible Pacific countries have been working on a proposal for an invasive species project. In the current round of GEF, 10 countries (Cook Islands, FSM, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Niue, Palau, PNG, Samoa, Tonga, Vanuatu) have participated in putting together an invasive species proposal, with SPREP and UNEP as overall managing/coordinating agencies for the project. The concept document for this project has been approved by GEF and the project has now reached the stage of developing a full Project Document (= full proposal/project plan), which has to be submitted to GEF by 31 March. During February and March consultations with the 10 participating countries will be held.

If you are an invasive species worker in one of the 10 participating countries, and you have ideas for projects that you wish to include in this project, you will need to contact your country’s GEF Operational Focal Point (normally the head of the relevant environment department) and ask that person to consider them. If you do not know the name of your GEF Focal Point, ask Chris Buddenhagen <chris.buddenhagen@swca.com>, who is managing the country consultation process on behalf of SPREP.

The project is scheduled to run for 4 years, and under it seven of the 10 countries receive just under US$400,000 each from GEF. The three Micronesian countries receive a smaller allocation as they are participating in the parallel GEF-funded Micronesia Challenge project. This invasives project is a great opportunity for you invasives workers in the 10 participating countries to seek funding for your priority invasives projects. Go for it!

Alan Tye, Invasive Species Officer at SPREP

alant@sprep.org
Dear all,

Species of the Day and IYB The United Nations has declared 2010 the International Year of Biodiversity (IYB). As the largest international organisation for the conservation of nature, biodiversity has been our primary focus every day of every year since 1948.  IUCN’s work on biodiversity includes comprehensive research on the status of species; action to protect threatened species; the management and restoration of natural areas, national parks and other protected areas; and promotion of the sustainable use of natural resources. Governments, community organisations, the UN and more and more businesses actively seek guidance from IUCN on all of these areas. Biodiversity is the backbone of all life on Earth and the core of what IUCN does.

Species of the Day: To coincide with the IYB, to increase awareness of the huge variety of life and to raise the profile of threatened species, IUCN has launched the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™ “Species of the Day” Each day in 2010, a different species will be featured on a range of websites and through other media channels. The species will be selected from the entire range of groups, representing all regions and detailing the threats to their existence. All kinds of species will be featured, from better known ones such as the Polar Bear, Hawksbill Turtle, Great White Shark and the Wandering Albatross, to plant groups, fungi, and invertebrates. A variety of all life on earth will be showcased, including both charismatic and obscure species.

Partnership in action This project is a joint project of the IUCN Species Programme and the Species Survival Commission (SSC). It has been made possible through the support of UNEP and ARKive. 
Distribution channels: Species of the Day will be featured on the IUCN and IUCN Red List websites. It will also be featured on the UNEP and Arkive websites. Please support this exciting way of celebrating the International Year of Biodiversity by communicating the availability of this product to your networks. If you are interested in the Species of the Day concept for your own website, please contact Kathryn Pintus Kathryn.pintus@iucn.org or Rachel Roberts ssccharioffice@iucn.org Visit the Species of the day from 1 January 2010 onwards at: www.iucn.org
Chers collègues,
L’Espèce du jour et l’AIB Les Nations Unies ont déclaré l’année 2010 Année internationale de la biodiversité (AIB). Etant la plus grande organisation internationale de conservation de la nature, la biodiversité a été au cœur de notre travail chaque jour de chaque année depuis 1948. Le travail de l’UICN en matière de biodiversité comprend des recherches approfondies sur le statut des espèces, des actions de protection des espèces menacées, la gestion et la remise en état d’espaces naturels, de parcs nationaux et d’autres aires protégées, ainsi que la promotion de l’utilisation durable des ressources naturelles. Des gouvernements, des organisations de la société civile, les Nations Unies et un nombre croissant d’entreprises s’adressent à l’UICN en quête d’orientations dans ces domaines. La biodiversité est la colonne vertébrale de toute la vie sur la planète et elle est au cœur de l’action de l’UICN. 
L’Espèce du jour Dans le cadre de l’AIB, afin de sensibiliser à la richesse et à la variété de la vie sur la Terre et de mieux faire connaître les espèces menacées, nous allons lancer en janvier 2010 « l’Espèce du jour » de la Liste rouge UICN des espèces menacées.™ Chaque jour de l’année 2010, une espèce différente sera présentée sur un certain nombre de sites Internet et d’autres circuits médiatiques. Les espèces sélectionnées représenteront toutes les catégories et toutes les régions; les menaces qui pèsent sur elles seront précisées dans chaque cas. Toutes sortes d’espèces seront présentées. Nous allons commencer avec quelques espèces bien connues, dont l’ours polaire, la tortue à écailles, le grand requin blanc et l’albatros hurleur. Ensuite nous passerons à des groupes de plantes, de champignons, d’invertébrés… en fait toute la variété de la vie sur la planète, comprenant aussi bien des espèces emblématiques que d’autres très peu connues.
Un partenariat en action Ce projet est un projet conjoint du Programme des espèces et de la Commission de la sauvegarde des espèces (CSE) de l’UICN. Il a été rendu possible grâce au soutien du PNUE et d’ARKive.
Des réseaux de distribution L’Espèce du jour sera présentée sur les sites Internet de l’UICN et de la Liste rouge UICN, ainsi que sur ceux du PNUE et d’Arkive et, probablement sur ceux des partenaires de notre Liste rouge. L’équipe de communication de l’UICN s’efforce de la diffuser aussi largement que possible; des médias ont déjà exprimé leur intérêt. Apportez votre appui à cette célébration novatrice de l’Année internationale de la biodiversité en faisant connaître ce produit à vos réseaux. Si vous êtes intéressé(e) par le concept l’Espèce du jour pour votre site Internet, veuillez contacter Kathryn Pintus Kathryn.pintus@iucn.org ou Rachel Roberts ssccharioffice@iucn.org Veuillez visiter L’Espèce du jour dès le 1er janvier 2010 sur www.iucn.org
Dear BIOPLANNERS,

As we head into International Year of Biodiversity, I was thinking about ways to focus attention on the taxonomic diversity that underpins all the conservation work that we support in our different ways. It seems that I was not alone with this idea, and Olivia Judson of the New York Times has jumped my gun with an excellent piece on the "little things that run the world", not the insects that E. O. Wilson was originally referring to, but rather VIRUSES, the most numerous organisms on the planet and, as the article below reveals a key player in many ecological and evolutionary processes. Olivia Judson has already posted a second taxonomic piece, this time on dinoflagellates - see http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/01/05/a-tale-of-two-flagella/ so perhaps she will provide us with a series of similar snapshots on biodiversity throughout the IYB!

For those who prefer their biodiversity a little larger, I recommend having a quick peek at the winning photos from the "kids" photo competition sponsored last year by National Geographic and Airbus, in collaboration with SCBD - see http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/01/04/AR2010010403 093.html

Best wishes to all BIOPLANNERS for the IYB

David Duthie

UNEP-GEF

Geneva

Switzerland

Email: david.duthie(at)unep.ch

Dear Aliens people,

with some delay, the latest issue of the Aliens newsletter, n. 28, is now available on the ISSG website http://www.issg.org/publications.htm. As you can see, with a lot of work by Riccardo Scalera, Shyama Pagad and Carola Warner, we have re-designed the graphic and structure of the newsletter, that now includes colour pictures. We plan to do some further improvement in the next issues, so please let us know if you like the new version of the bulletin, and if you have any comment and suggestion to improve it. All the best and wish you a great 2010, international year of biodiversity.

Piero Genovesi (Papik) PhD

Chair IUCN SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group www.issg.org ISPRA (Institute for Environmental Protection and Research) Via Curtatone 3

I-00185 Rome

Italy

tel +39 06 50074170

FAX +39 06 50074013

Ca' Fornacetta 9

I-40064 Ozzano Emilia BO

tel +39 051 6512228

FAX +39 051 796628will include colour pictures,
WWF has just posted a new position for the Deputy Chief of Party for the Coral Triangle Support Partnership (CTSP). The CTSP program is a challenging and demanding project (aren't they all?!) that serves all six countries of the Coral Triangle through a unique, first time ever, consortium of WWF, CI and TNC. This is the first time USAID has tried anything like this, the first time these three organizations have worked together under a umbrella that brings together comparative advantages, and supports an extraordinary emerging governance regime under the Coral Triangle Declaration signed by the Coral Triangle Countries in Manado, Indonesia on May 15, 2009. The link and job description is posted below. Thanks in advance for circulating through your relative networks! http://www.worldwildlife.org/who/careers/jobs.html
Job Description: World Wildlife Fund (WWF), the global conservation organization, seeks a Deputy Chief of Party (DCOP) for the USAID-funded Coral Triangle Support Partnership (CTSP), a consortium led by WWF that includes The Nature Conservancy and Conservation International. The DCOP provides technical and strategic support, under the management guidance of the CTSP Chief of Party, to the Coral Triangle Initiative Regional Program Office in Jakarta, Indonesia. The DCOP assists in establishing and maintaining a strong program that links the countries of the Coral Triangle (Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, The Philippines, the Solomon Islands and Timor Leste) and effectively communicates the successes of the CTSP among the six coral triangle nations and to other global audiences. The DCOP develops and implements strategies that improve the effectiveness of the National Coordination Committees in each country. The DCOP directs the reporting to USAID and provides key information related to implementation strategy. The DCOP manages and is responsible for processing regular reporting from a technical level.

Basic requirements include an advanced degree in environmental, natural or social science, or equivalent experience. Bachelor’s degree is required. 10 years relevant experience in environmental and development fields, with an emphasis on marine, coastal and fisheries management. Minimum 7 years of experience in the Coral Triangle region is required. Experience with multilateral and ideally US government entities, particularly USAID, is desired. Strong communications skills and proficiency in English required. Proficiency in Bahasa Indonesia or Bahasa Malaysia desired. The closing date for accepting postings or applications is January 15, 2010. AA/EOE Women and minorities are encouraged to apply.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:
Application deadline 14th February 2010. INTERNATIONAL OCEAN INSTITUTE Announces the DANIELLE DE ST. JORRE SCHOLARSHIP Call for Applications for 2010: Since 2000 the International Ocean Institute presents a Scholarship of Swiss Francs 10,000 annually for one woman from Small Island Developing States (SIDS) involved in marine related research activities to improve their knowledge in the subject of attending training or University Degree programmes.
The scholarship has been established to honour the memory of the late Danielle de St. Jorre, Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Environment and Tourism of the Republic of the Seychelles and a member of the Governing Board of the International Ocean Institute, in consideration of all she did in her short life for the benefit of her country, the small island developing states and the world at large. The International Ocean Institute hereby invites applications and nominations for the 2010 scholarship. You may wish to use the Scholarship for attending the eight- week Ocean Governance: Policy, Law and Management (Canada, 19thMay - 16thJuly 2010 -http://internationaloceaninstitute.dal.ca/training.html/), or the five- week Training Programme on Regional Ocean Governance for Mediterranean and Eastern European Countries at the University of Malta (November-December 2010 - www.capemalta.net/ioimoc). Further information on the Scholarship is available in the attached document as well as guidelines for interested applicants. The application must include a CV and a statement giving the reason for the application or nomination, including how the applicant or nominee intends to use the scholarship if awarded. Applications may be made initially by email before the deadline and followed by a mailed signed original application. The explanatory note on the scholarship, as well as on the eligibility and evaluation criteria is included in the attached Guidelines. Applications should be sent to:
Ms A Vassallo, Programme Officer
International Ocean Institute HQ, P.O. Box 3, Gzira GZR 1000, MALTA.
ioihq@ioihq.org.mt; antonella.vassallo@ioihq.org.mt
IOI Headquarters, Malta, 2010

List of Eligible Small Island Developing States (SIDS).
· Africa: Cape Verde, Comoros, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritius, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles; 
· Asia and the Pacific: American Samoa, Cook Islands, Fiji,  Guam, Kiribati, Maldives, Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu; 
· Latin America & the Caribbean: Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, British Virgin Islands, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica,  Netherlands Antilles, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent & the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad & Tobago, US Virgin Islands.
A Vassallo

Programme Officer

International Ocean Institute HQ Malta

PO Box 3, Gzira GZR 1000, Malta

Tel: +356 21 346529

Fax: +356 21 346502Email: ioihq@ioihq.org.mt
AUSTRALIA ANNOUNCES FUNDING PRIORITIES FOR PACIFIC CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION: The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Stephen Smith, and the Minister for Climate Change and Water, Penny Wong, today announced funding priorities to assist Pacific Island countries to meet the immediate challenges of climate change. The Government has previously announced $150 million for the International Climate Change Adaptation Initiative. The Initiative aims to meet high priority climate adaptation needs in vulnerable countries in our region.

Of this $150 million Initiative, $75 million has previously been allocated and $50 million is being allocated today. Of this $50 million, $25 million will be allocated to help implement high priority, practical adaptation programs in Pacific island countries, including:
· working with the agricultural sector to address food security issues;

· protecting water supplies and essential infrastructure;

· improving coastal zone management to increase the resilience of coastal areas and community settlements to climate change; and

· supporting disaster preparedness and disaster risk reduction programs.
A further $12 million will be provided for the Pacific Adaptation Strategy Assistance Program to strengthen the capacity of Pacific Island countries to assess their vulnerabilities to climate change and develop adaptation strategies. This will help Pacific Island countries to build the skills and knowledge they need for long-term decision making to prepare for climate change. Australia will also contribute:

· $6 million to support Pacific regional organisations to undertake adaptation work on issues such as fisheries management and crop diversity;

· $4.3 million investment will be made upgrading sea level monitoring stations in Pacific countries; and 

· $2.7 million will be spent in partnership with non-government organisations working on adaptation in the region.

Australia is committed to decisive action on climate change both at home and globally, and recognises that building resilience to climate change is critically important for vulnerable countries in the Pacific. Of the $75 million previously allocated, amounts include:

· $14.8m of funding for the Pacific announced by the Prime Minister at last year’s Forum in Niue;

· $20m for the Pacific Climate Change Science Program; and

· $40m for the World Bank’s Pilot Programme for Climate Resilience.

For more information please visit www.ausaid.gov.au/keyaid/adaptation.cfm 

AVAILABLE NEWSLETTERS/REPORTS: The following newsletters, flyers and reports are also available as a PDF through PILN upon request and also at the PILN webpage found at www.sprep.org:  The following newsletters are available this month. 
1. APFISN Vol. 24, Sept. –Oct.2009
2. IUCN SSC bulletin December, 2009

INTERSTING NEWS/LINKS/WEBSITES:
All BHL (Biodiversity Heritage Library) -Europe participants give you their best wishes for 2010! Our second newsletter is ready and published on our website. It gives you an update of the project's progresses during the last year and it includes some articles of digitization work from a few of our partners. You can find the newsletter on our website (www.bhl-europe.eu) or click here: Newsletter 2 If you have any questions about the project or you want to participate to the newsletter with some articles, news or events, do not hesitate to send an email to bhl-europe@mfn-berlin.de or to contact one of us. 

Kind regards,
Jiri Kvacek & Tine Mallaerts
HEAR's Biocontrol in Hawaii website is now available online:

http://www.hear.org/biocontrol/hawaii/ The purpose of the Biocontrol in Hawaii site is to provide publicly-accessible current information about biological control (biocontrol) in Hawaii, including current and historical research, and cross-referenced lists of target species and biocontrol agents. A list of selected species targeted for biological control in Hawaii is presented, including the current status of each biocontrol agent: http://www.hear.org/biocontrol/hawaii/targetspecies/
Selected biocontrol target species in Hawaii and the current status of each of one or more selected biocontrol agents released or considered for release for each target in Hawaii are presented here, along with links to supporting references. (For now, the scope of this site is limited to selected plant biocontrol targets; information about biocontrol of other organisms [e.g., insects] is not currently included here, and only selected plant targets are covered.) Please let us know how we might improve/expand on the information here so as to make it more useful to you.

Aloha, and Happy New Year!

webmaster@hear.org

Hawaiian Ecosystems at Risk project

http://www.hear.org/
Hawaiian Ecosystems at Risk project (HEAR) - http://www.hear.org
Hawaii Cooperative Studies Unit (HCSU) P.O. Box 1272, Puunene (Maui), Hawaii  96784  USA

Philip A. Thomas - pt@hear.org

Forwarded by Sam Brown late last year.

Trust you will have a great year and I look forward to getting some more contributions toward our International Year of Biodiversity (IYB) activities - see this website (https://www.cbd.int/2010/partners/) and our BioNET-International website for activities in other regions (http://www.bionet-intl.org/opencms/opencms/index1.jsp) We are currently seeking input from all taxonomists working on your particular species. For this IYB year - we would like to showcase your species. It would therefore be appreciated if you could send me a high resolution image (jpg, tiff or other image files) with a short statement about the species and its significance to you. For friends of taxonomy - we welcome your contributions of biodiversity images and a short statement on why they are important to you. Please encourage your colleagues, students and others to take part. 

Posa A. Skelton

Coordinator BioNET-PACINET

Regional Partnership of SPC, SPREP & USP to build taxonomic capacity in the Pacific Islands Tel. +679 3232708; Mb. +679 9089286

eM: skelton_p@usp.ac.fj ; posas@spc.int
I have recently updated my French Polynesia Lepidoptera website:

http://nature.berkeley.edu/~poboyski/Lepidoptera/SocietyIslands.htm
There are three components:

SEARCHABLE DATABASE - this is new. You can search for all or part of a taxon name, but it requires you know something about the name or taxonomy of the species you are looking for. Once you find the target species, the complete record link provides taxonomy (including higher taxonomic categories, name changes and synonyms), an enlargeable photo (if available), distribution within French Polynesia, and any biology (host plants, habits) I could find in the literature. Because this site dynamically creates pages "on the fly" it is easy for me to add or update information (in the database). New/better photos of species will be added as they become available (particularly for the larger moths).

LITERATURE LIST - recently updated, but is still incomplete. I will update and add records if/when time allows.

PHOTO GALLERY - recently updated and expanded. This is a nearly complete set of updated scientific names (from the literature) and photos for as many species as I was able to find (from identified museum specimens). Someday, if/when time allows, I will create a direct link from the images in the photo gallery to the database. Because this is a static webpage, however, it is a pain to update links and add new data. New/better photos of species will be added as they become available.

I created this website mostly as a way to organize my notes and photos, but found with a little more effort it could be a valuable tool for others. Over the next few years I will publish data on new species, phylogenies, new distribution records, and review what is know for each group (starting with Tortricidae, of course), and will post any new publications on the Literature list page. Please let me know if you have any suggestions, corrections, or would like to contribute any data.

Pete
Impact of nature's invading aliens measured for the first time 25-01-2010: Invasive Alien Species, ranging from disease and plants, to rats and goats, are one of the top three threats to life on this planet, according to a new publication coordinated by the Global Invasive Species Programme (GISP), of which BirdLife International is a partner. Most countries have made international commitments to tackle this threat, but only half have introduced relevant legislation and even fewer are taking adequate action on the ground. The paper entitled, Global indicators of biological invasion: species numbers, biodiversity impact and policy responses, published in the journal Diversity and distributions, looked at 57 countries and found that, on average, there are 50 non-indigenous species per country which have a negative impact on biodiversity. The number of invasive alien species ranged from nine in Equatorial Guinea to 222 in New Zealand. A total of 542 species were documented as invasive aliens, including 316 plants, 101 marine organisms, 44 freshwater fish, 43 mammal, 23 bird and 15 amphibian species. According to Professor Melodie McGeoch, lead author on the publication and member of the Centre for Invasion Biology (Stellenbosch University), these numbers are a significant underestimate. "We showed that regions with low development status and little investment in research have lower than expected numbers of invasive aliens." An increase in the number and spread of alien species, which adversely affect the habitats they invade, is nonetheless attributed to a substantial rise in international trade over the past 25 years. "While some threatened species on the IUCN Red List have improved in status as a result of successful control or eradication of invasive alien species, a growing number are more threatened owing to increasing spread and threats from non-indigenous species", says Dr Stuart Butchart, BirdLife International's Global Research and Indicators Coordinator. "This shows that although we are winning some battles in the fight against invasive species, current evidence suggests that we are losing the war." "Although we are winning some battles in the fight against invasive species, current evidence suggests that we are losing the war" —Dr Stuart Butchart, BirdLife International
If left uncontrolled, invasive alien species can have a serious impact on native species. Yellowhead Mohoua ochrocephala, a bird endemic to New Zealand, has suffered considerably in recent years due to a surge in the number of rats. Two populations of the Yellowhead are now extinct and three more are significantly falling in number, leading to the species to move up from Vulnerable to Endangered on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

Similarly, the pathogenic chytrid fungus, which was entirely unknown until 1998, is thought to be the cause of the decline and extinction of many amphibian populations around the globe. The disease, caused by the fungus, can be spread by humans and a host of other species, ranging from exotic fish to African Clawed Frogs Xenopus laevis.

But the impact of invasive alien species can be successfully controlled. Black-vented Shearwater Puffinus opisthomelas, a seabird native to Natividad Island off the Pacific coast of Mexico, was under threat from cats, goats and sheep. But since they've been eradicated, the status of the bird has been reduced from Vulnerable to Near Threatened on the IUCN Red List. Similarly, the control of the Red Fox Vulpes vulpes in south-western Australia in the last decade allowed the population of the endemic Western Brush Wallaby Macropus irma to recover sufficiently for it to be downlisted on the IUCN Red List to Least Concern. "It's likely to be more cost effective to prevent the spread of invasive species in the first place than to tackle the biodiversity crisis once they have become established", says Dr Bill Jackson, IUCN's Deputy Director General and Chairman of GISP. "With sufficient funds and political will, invasive species can be controlled or eradicated. This will allow native species to be saved from extinction, but countries need to dramatically improve the way they deal with the problem." Tackling alien invasives species is one of 10 Key Actions to prevent bird extinctions that BirdLife has highlighted in its publication, Critically Endangered Birds: a global audit. To read it click here
Peter Murgatroyd 

IRC Manager / Pacific Environment Information Network [PEIN] Coordinator SPREP
peterm@sprep.org ; ph: (685) 66296 

skype: peter-murgatroyd

http://www.sprep.org/publication/pub_top.asp
Dear colleagues/friends,

Dr Alison Haynes’s latest work - a field guide to the freshwater snails in rivers and streams of Fiji. Also, the LUCID Key on the freshwater snails of the tropical Pacific is available online (www.lucidcentral.org). details in the attached flyer! Flyer available upon request to the Interim PILN Coordinator.

Posa A. Skelton

BioNET-PACINET Coordinator

c/-Institute of Applied Sciences

University of the South Pacific

Tel. +679 3232708

Mb. +679 9089286

alternative email: posas@spc.int
[PAG-L] New LFA colonies found in Kona: http://www.kitv.com/news/22359083/detail.html 

[PAG-L] Brisbane fire ant article: http://south-east-advertiser.whereilive.com.au/news/story/forces-boosted-against-fire-ant-threat/
Please let me have details of any work and/or actions you are planning and would like to include in next months posting due out FEBRUARY 26 2010. Also your comments and suggestions on the Soundbites are always welcome. SOIFUA
Mark J. Bonin (Interim Coordinator)
Pacific Invasives Learning Network [PILN]

P.O. Box 240

Apia, Samoa

Phone: (+685) 21929 ext. 280 Direct Line: (+685) 66280

Mobile: (+685) 771-7934

SKYPE: mark.james.bonin
Email: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org 
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