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NETWORK NEWS:
PILN Soundbites: PILN Soundbites is a monthly issue of network and other news from around the region, focusing on invasive species management and biodiversity conservation. All issues of PILN Soundbites are available on the PILN Webpage at the SPREP website: www.sprep.org/piln. We are still updating and redesigning the PILN Webpage to accommodate new information and materials. We expect to have this completed within the next few months. Please feel free to share this Soundbite with your fellow colleagues and networks that may also find this information of interest. Also please e-mail your thoughts, comments and suggestions to: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org. 

PILN 2009 Network Meeting: Funding is still being sought to support our next Network meeting still targeted at present for the last quarter of this year although this appears as this target is not likely. We are currently looking at venue options and costs to hold this important meeting and as it is not likely we will be able to fund the same number of participants as in the past we encourage all countries, teams and organizations to allocate appropriate funding for their participation in the meeting.

As always we would wish to make the best of this opportunity and therefore would like to ask everyone for any comments and suggestions on location, venue, content, field trips, etc. We are currently investigating the possibility of Samoa hosting the meeting and we will keep you posted as to the outcome. Should no other countries or teams be able to host such a meeting then we will continue to develop plans for Samoa and/or an alternate centralized location in the region in order to reduce costs. Please remember that PILN is a participant-driven network and therefore your input is invaluable.
COUNTRY ACTIVITIES/ACTION PLANS: Not all teams and their achievements and or plans are included here and for those missed out it just means I failed to catch up with you in time, so apologies and please give us some news for the next issue due out AUGUST 31, 2009. Several of you have suggested that this is the most interesting and valuable part of the Soundbites so lets all work to make it better.
SAMOA: 
Nu’utele and Nu’ulua Islands Restoration Project: The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Samoa are leading a project to restore two offshore islets, controlling yellow crazy ants and eradicating the polynesian rat (Rattus exulans) from Nu’utele and Nu’ulua Islands, to allow the recovery of native and endemic birds, including the very rare tooth-billed pigeon (Didunculus strigirostris). The islands hold a population of native Friendly Ground Doves (Gallicolumba stairi) who are potentially at risk from these eradication activities. The plan is catch up enough individuals to provide a replacement population and hold them in captivity during the eradication. The project has been some years in the planning and is now going ahead. The aim is to catch 30, and in two weeks 21 doves were captured which shows a great start to the project. Doves are being held at a temporary aviary at Vailima Botanical Garden and released to the island after the eradication operation.

The project is being funded by the CEPF. The eradication is planned for mid August 2009. It is hoped with the rats gone and ants under control the population of friendly ground doves will increase along with the seabirds and other native and endemic birds.
MYNA CONTROL NEWS: Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment particularly the staff of the Division of Environment and Conservation (DEC) are happy to announce its successful work for the past two weeks (June_wk4-July_wk1&2) of its myna work. The team had been applying poison baits (bread, pawpaw, banana mixed with DRC1339 chemical) and it killed a total of 422 mynas collected by hand after the first two weeks. The number of “unable to collect” dead mynas is not yet known but an estimated mortality population is close to a 1000. If this will be our catch for two weeks continuously then we assume that after a year or two the myna population will be reduced as planned/targeted.

An interesting change is that the usual level of myna noises no longer occurs at these sites (e.g. pulu trees Figus benghalensis) where they normally roost every day. Please if you are interested and willing to observe this change please pay a visit down at the pulu trees at 6pm, the usual time these annoying birds flock at these trees to roost and perhaps report to us any change seen?

The team will continue its work on the myna within the town area and thus seek for your kind assistance in reporting any dead myna that you may find in areas nearby

MEETING/CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS/NEWS:
International Greening Education Event in Karlsruhe, Germany (About Ecologizing Education) A three-day International Seminar on Greening Education will be held from 30th September to 2nd October 2009 in the "green" city of Karlsruhe, Germany. This event will take education and environmental policy makers, government and non-governmental organisations, education institutions, teachers, international agencies and environmental professionals through the need for greening education and then discuss effective initiatives that governments, education institutions and development organisations need to take and can take to provide sustainable knowledge, skills, values and practices in the classrooms and in the communities.
Further to the knowledge sharing on greening education including topics such as ecologizing curriculum (incorporating sustainability in curriculum), greening delivery of courses (sustainability compatible education delivery) and low carbon education institutions; the upcoming event also provides an excellent networking opportunity with education institutions, international agencies, governmental and non-governmental organisations, sustainable development practitioners and other stakeholders in Europe and beyond. You are cordially invited to attend this international event and/ or nominate the member(s) of your institution. For further information, please see the event details at: 

http://www.etechgermany.com/GreeningEducationEvent.pdf
Organising Team Greening Education Event
Etech Germany Program

Dürkheimer Str. 24

D - 76187 Karlsruhe

Tel.: 0049-721- 476 89 16

Fax.: 0049-721- 476 89 53
Email: mail@etechgermany.com
Web: www.etechgermany.com 

Invasive Species Management, 19-23 October 2009. A course for species conservation practitioners & educators “Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, International Training Centre
Invasive Species Management is a 5-day course designed to give invasive species professionals the basic tools required to plan effective invasive species management activities. It brings together lessons learned from the field in a range of situations in a concise and practical format. The course is designed for decision makers (policy, management and planning), conservation practitioners and project planners working primarily on invasive plants and vertebrates in terrestrial ecosystems around the world; principles will also be applicable to aquatic invasive species and ecosystems. Particular focus will be given to island systems.

At the end of the training participants will be able to:

· Describe the impacts of invasive species to both biodiversity and sustainable livelihoods

· Discuss the comparative merits, challenges and resources needed for the various management options (eradication, control, containment) and explain why eradications are essential
· Demonstrate an understanding of the principles of invasive species management planning 
· Select and justify the management technique(s) appropriate to different situations 
· Explain the need for effective bio-security
· Demonstrate the tools available and discuss the issues involved in the prioritisation of species and sites for action 
· Draft a comprehensive project plan, including monitoring and evaluation 
· Identify and propose mitigation actions for likely problems (biological, social and economic)
The total cost of the course is £1,000, which includes the course fee, accommodation and subsistence. Some scholarships are available for participants from developing countries.
Submit an application form to itc@durrell.org or jill.key@durrell.org, together with a recent CV and letter of support from a senior member of staff from within the organisation for which you work. Further Information and application forms are available at www.durrell.org/Conservation/Training. Deadline for applications is 31 July 2009”

International invasive ant management workshop: Announcing a three day workshop on the management of invasive ants to be held in Darwin, Australia on 27-29 April 2010. This focused workshop aims to facilitate networking among people involved in invasive ant management, as well as to improve the incorporation of research and ant biology into management. The workshop will be hosted by CSIRO, with accommodation at the Mirambeena resort within Darwin city. This workshop will be limited to 60 people due to restricted facility size. As such, priority will be given to people who are actively involved in decision making and ground work of invasive ant management, especially eradication programs. Participants will be expected to provide a brief (max. 5 minute) presentation of themselves and their work, and are also encouraged to propose a longer talk (15-20 minutes) of any aspect of invasive ant management that they deem of relevance to the workshop. Details of this workshop are yet to be finalized, and more information will be provided as soon as possible. For planning purposes, the cost of the workshop will be under AU$1500 per person, which includes accommodation.

The Island Invasives Conference to be held in Auckland, New Zealand, in February 2010 is now open for registrations. Go to http://www.cbb.org.nz/conferences.asp to read the updated information and proceed to the payments page. If you are considering presentation of a paper, remember the deadline for abstracts is 31 August. Details about abstracts and papers are in the web page and files attached to that.

Dick Veitch

Conference Manager.

Alien and native vectors - risks for human and animal health 29-31 October 2009

Joint conference of the Deutsche Gesellschaft fr Medizinische Entomologie und Acarologie (DGMEA) and the Biodiversity and Climate Research Centre (BiK-F) Annual meeting of DGMEA Venue: Senckenberg Research Institute and Natural History Museum, Senckenberganlage 25, 60325 Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Information and registration: http://www.senckenberg.de/root/index.php?page_id=4601
Dr. Ulrich Kuch

Medical Biodiversity Group

Biodiversity and Climate Research Centre (BiK-F) Senckenberganlage 25

60325 Frankfurt am Main

Germany

http://www.bik-f.de
FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST Combined workshops:

8th International Workshop on Biological Control and Management of Chromolaena odorata and Other Eupatorieae Workshop on Management of Parthenium hysterophorus Nairobi, Kenya, October 2010
Dr Costas Zachariades

ARC-PPRI, Private Bag X6006, Hilton, 3245 South Africa

Tel 033-3559418, cell 0833152100, fax 033-3559423

Alternative e-mail costaszach@yahoo.co.uk 
NEWS FROM PARTNERS/OTHERS:
From ISLA: The seventh iteration of the Island Species-Led Action (ISLA) course of the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust was run over 10 days in two locations, Tubakula and Suva, in Fiji, July 6-15, 2009. The course was designed in close collaboration with staff from the two local partners, the National Trust of Fiji and the University of the South Pacific.
The aim of the course was to increase the capacity of island species conservationists working on the Pacific Islands to manage the recovery of threatened endemic species. By taking the course to multiple locations within the region and by bringing participants together from the different island we hope to strengthen existing networks and develop new ones for ongoing support.
Seventeen mid-level and graduate conservation biologists attended the course from seven countries in the region (Fiji, Samoa, Papua New Guinea, Tuvalu, Marshall Islands, Philippines and Kiribati); two additional participants from Vanuatu and the Solomon Islands had registered for the course but were unable to attend. The course was facilitated by staff from the International Training Centre (ITC). Additional lectures were given by regional conservation experts from Fiji, the Cook Islands and French Polynesia.
Course feedback was highly complementary, 83% of participants stating that the course was Very Valuable with the remaining 17% saying that it was Valuable. Ninety four percent of participants found the course Very Relevant or Relevant to their professional development and 6% Quite Relevant. 100% of participants affirmed that they would recommend the course to colleagues with some participants asking for further follow-up courses in the future.
The next phase of the ISLA course is a series of courses delivered in French to conservation practitioners from the French Overseas Countries in the Pacific and Indian Ocean. The ITC is discussing ideas with colleagues in French Polynesia and New Caledonia. For further information please contact:

Dr Jill Key

Training and Network Development Manager

Durrell Conservation Trust

International Training Centre

Email: jill.key@durrell.org 
Extension 050

Mobile 07829 804 509

Guidelines for Invasive Species Management in the Pacific launched: In 2000, SPREP published the Draft Invasive Species Strategy for the Pacific Islands Region. The intention was that this should be revised and a definitive strategy eventually published. The process of revision began in 2006 and the result has just been published by SPREP as the Guidelines for Invasive Species Management in the Pacific (2008). This document is the result of consultations with more than 120 people from the countries and territories of the Pacific and from the NGOs and other organizations working on invasive species in the region. It was endorsed by SPREP member countries and territories at the SPREP Council meeting in Sept 2008, and by SPC Heads of Agriculture and Forestry the same month. It has also been endorsed by the Pacific Plant Protection Organization (in July this year).

The goal of the Guidelines is “To assist Pacific island countries and territories in planning the effective management of invasive species, thereby reducing the negative impact of invasives on their rich and fragile natural heritage, communities and livelihoods”. The document is brief (20 pages), but sets out the elements required for a comprehensive programmed of invasive species action across the region. Agencies in countries and territories can use it to help them prioritize and design their own programmes, while NGOs and other regional and international organizations can use it to help them define their niche, and design their programmes to address priorities within the region.

Copies are available free to anyone working on invasive species in the region, by writing to irc@sprep.org . The whole document is also on the SPREP web site at: 
<http://www.sprep.org/att/publication/000698_RISSFinalLR.pdf>.

Dr. Alan Tye

Invasive Species Officer, SPREP

alant@sprep.org 

Pacific Invasives Partnership meeting 2009: The member organizations of the Pacific Invasives Partnership (PIP) met earlier this month in Suva, Fiji, to discuss the role, structure and activities of the Partnership. The meeting was highly successful and elicited a promising degree of cooperation and commitment from the participants, who represent organizations working on invasive species management in more than one country or territory of the region.

The meeting formally merged the former partnerships that supported the Pacific Invasives Initiative (PII) and Pacific Invasives Learning Network (PILN) with the Invasive Species Working Group (ISWG) of the Roundtable for Nature Conservation in the Pacific Islands, and re-branded the group as the “Pacific Invasives Partnership” (PIP), as had been suggested at a meeting of the PII and PILN partnerships in November last year. PIP now acts as the single coordinating body for invasive species action in the Pacific. It will provide continued guidance and support to PII and PILN, whose programmes remain pillars of the group, as well as to other invasive species programmes in the region. PIP remains a working group of the Roundtable for Nature Conservation in the Pacific Islands, reporting back to it annually.

The recently published Guidelines for Invasive Species Management in the Pacific were launched at the meeting (see notice above), and were adopted by PIP as its guiding framework.

PIP members agreed on mechanisms to ensure that their organizations’ programmes reflect the priorities of Pacific island countries and territories. The Guidelines, NBSAPs and national/territorial Invasive Species Action Plans will be used for guidance by PIP members, and the PILN was adopted as the primary means of communication between PIP and invasive species workers in the Pacific. Procedures were agreed on how to integrate PIP and PILN deliberations and maximize interaction, including holding PIP meetings at PILN meetings and including PILN country representatives on the PIP.

During the meeting, PIP members developed an Action Plan to support the implementation of the Guidelines. Based on a review of the objectives in the Guidelines and a compilation of actions already under way in the Pacific, especially those of PIP member organizations, the meeting undertook a gap analysis to determine priority actions for PIP for 2009–2010. Climate change and invasives, country engagement, a capacity needs analysis, communications and awareness, and reporting and coordination, were identified as key activities for groups of PIP partners to take forward in the coming year. Funding priorities were also identified for a fundraising group to pursue. PIP members came to agreement on the roles, functions, structure and operation of the group, to be included in a PIP Charter. The Charter is currently being finalized and will soon be available for circulation. 

Dr. Alan Tye

Chairman ISWG

Invasive Species Officer, SPREP

alant@sprep.org 

PII funded to help CEPF grant holders with invasive species management projects: 
PII has received funding from the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) to support current CEPF grant holding agencies working on invasive species management projects in the Pacific Region. By providing relevant, up-to-date technical advice and training, PII will help agencies achieve long-term sustainability of their invasive species management projects. PII will also collate the lessons learned and disseminate relevant information. PII helps strengthen invasive species management capacity by providing:

· Technical Support and Advice: we have expertise in a number of areas related to invasive species management as well as access to a range of people with expert knowledge.
· Specialist assistance: we have close links with numerous specialists on invasive species through our network including the New Zealand Department of Conservation (DoC), Landcare Research NZ and Invasive Species Specialist Group. These specialist networks complement the knowledge base of our Coordinating Team.
· Peer Review: we can, or can arrange for, review of projects documents such as proposals, feasibility studies, project design documents and operational plans, prior to application for funding or project implementation.
· Planning Assistance: we can assist with all the stages of project planning from proposal through to monitoring and evaluation.
· Training & Skill Sharing: we can offer or facilitate specific opportunities for training in the field or through training workshops and we encourage cross-country skill sharing.
· Information: we have close links with organisations and experts leading the way globally in invasive species management giving us access to up to date information and research on invasive species and their management. Various types of information can be provided via email or in other forms including manuals, guidelines, case studies, videos, etc.

Alejandra Torres
Project Coordinator, Pacific Invasives Initiative (www.issg.org/cii/PII)

IUCN SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group, 

School of Biological Sciences, University of Auckland, Tamaki Campus.

Private Bag 92019

Auckland, New Zealand.

Tel: ++ 64 (0) 9 373 7599 (x 86821)

Fax: ++ 64 (0) 9 373 7042

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:
Here is a great funding opportunity for overseas conservationists: Whitley Award
http://www.whitleyaward.org/application_process.php Deadline end of October, 2009.
The NOAA International Coral Grant Program announces Fiscal Year 2010 Grant Opportunity:
PROGRAM PRIORITIES: This Program solicits proposals under three funding categories: 1) Support Planning for Effective Marine Protected Area Management; 2) Encourage the Development of National Networks of Marine Protected Areas in the Wider Caribbean, Bermuda, Brazil, Southeast Asia, and the South Pacific; and 3) Promote Regional Socio-Economic Training and Monitoring in Coral Reef Management in the Wider Caribbean, Brazil, Bermuda, the Western Indian Ocean, the Red Sea, the South Pacific, South Asia, and Southeast Asia. Each funding category has specific applicant and project eligibility criteria.

DUE DATE FOR APPLICATIONS: Pre-applications must be submitted by 5 p.m., U.S. Eastern Time, November 9, 2009, preferably by email to coral.grants@noaa.gov. Final applications, by invitation only, must be received by 5 p.m., U.S. Eastern Time, on February 17, 2010 through www.grants.gov.

ELIGIBILITY: Eligible applicants include institutions of higher education, U.S. and international non-profit organizations, and commercial organizations. U.S. federal agencies and individuals are not eligible. For specific country eligibility per category please refer to individual category descriptions in Section V of the Federal Funding Opportunity (FFO). Eligible countries are defined in Section III.A. of the FFO. The proposed work must be conducted at a non-U.S. site.

TYPICAL AWARDS: Up to approximately $1,000,000 may be available in FY 2010 to support grants under this program. Approximately $75,000-$100,000 may be allocated to each of the three project categories listed below, with the following award ranges: 
1. Planning for Effective Marine Protected Area Management: Single sites: up to $50,000; Multiple sites: up to $80,000;

2. MPA National Networks: $40,000-$50,000;
3. Regional Socio-Economic Monitoring projects: $20,000 - $40,000.
Funding will be subject to the availability of Federal appropriations.

COST SHARING OR MATCH REQUIREMENTS: Coral conservation projects funded under this program require a 1:1 match. Matching funds must be from non-Federal sources and can include in-kind contributions and other non-cash support. Please refer to section III.B. Cost Sharing or Matching Requirement of the FFO for information on match waiver request requirements.

FULL FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENT: For details on each priority category, please refer to the full Federal Funding Opportunity announcement found at http://www.grants.gov. Search for Funding Opportunity Number NOAA-NOS-IPO-2010-2001840. Please be aware that the PRE-application is NOT to be submitted through this web site but by email to coral.grants@noaa.gov.

FOR FURTHER QUESTIONS PLEASE WRITE TO: International.coral.grants@noaa.gov.

50,000-200,000/year up to 5 yr funding.
http://www.climate.noaa.gov/opportunities/2010/pdf/FY10_FFO_FINAL.pdf 
ex.7. Regional Integrated Sciences and Assessments (RISA): The Regional Integrated Sciences and Assessments (RISA) program supports integrated, place-based research across a range of social, natural, and physical science disciplines to expand decision makers’ options in the face of climate change and variability at the regional level. It does this in a manner that is cognizant of and analyzes the context decision-makers function within and the constraints they face in managing their climate sensitive resources. RISA possesses three distinct qualities: (1) fostering interdisciplinary research and assessment synthesis; (2) improving our understanding of and bridging the gap among climatic, environmental and societal interactions on different temporal and spatial scales; and (3) contributing to regional decision support and climate information service.

Greetings from the Oceania Development Network (ODN): We kindly invite development researchers residing within the Oceania region and who are citizens of a Pacific Island country as well as those living outside of the region who are willing to act as senior researchers/ mentors to groups of young Oceania researchers to enter our 2009 Regional Research Project competition. This year’s competition is based on the theme ‘Governance and Service Delivery’. Winners will receive research awards of up to $US 10,000 as well as mentoring and capacity building workshops for those who are granted awards. Please refer to the enclosed flyer for detailed information.

Yours sincerely:

Anita Latai

Lecturer Geography/ ODN Coordinator

Department of Social Sciences: Faculty of Arts

National University of Samoa

Ph: 20072 ext 153/6

Email: a.latai@nus.edu.ws

Hotmail: sataoa@hotmail.com

ODN: odn@pacific-ocean.com

Fully funded fellowship opportunity for developing States: United Nations - the Nippon Foundation of Japan Fellowship Programme Applications for 2010 Session: The Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea (DOALOS) of the Office of Legal Affairs is now accepting applications for the 2010-2011 session of the United Nations – The Nippon Foundation of Japan Fellowship Programme. We are pleased to note that during the last five years, 55 awards have been made to nationals of 48 States. The deadline for submissions has been set for 15 August 2009.

The major objective of this Fellowship Programme is to provide funded opportunities for advanced training in the field of ocean affairs and the law of the sea, or related disciplines, to government officials and other mid-level professionals from developing coastal States so that they may obtain the necessary skills to assist their countries in the formulation of comprehensive ocean policies and to implement the legal regime set out in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and related instruments.

The Fellowship Programme consists of two phases, namely a six-month research and study phase, immediately followed by a three-month training phase. The first phase will be implemented through a university or research institution affiliated with the Programme and which has in-depth competence and expertise in the given field of studies. After completing the first phase, fellows will undertake a training phase with the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea in New York, or with an intergovernmental agency or organization competent in the chosen field.
With respect to required qualifications, candidates must be between the ages of 25 and 40, possess a first university degree or equivalent, and demonstrate an ability to undertake advanced academic research and studies. They shall also be mid-level administrators from national government organs, or other agencies, that deal directly with issues such as national ocean policy, establishment of maritime zones and the delimitation of maritime boundaries, coastal zone management, conservation and management of marine living resources, maritime transport and shipping, prevention of pollution, crimes at sea and their suppression, and the protection and preservation of the marine environment including marine sciences.

A detailed outline of the requisite qualifications, along with the application forms, additional Programme information, and the current list of participating institutions is available on the Fellowship Programme webpage (http://www.un.org/depts/los/nippon). Candidates must use the new simplified application package which is available for download from this homepage. For additional information please contact directly:
Francois N. Bailet, Programme Advisor

Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal Affairs (DC2-0414)

United Nations, New York, NY 10017, USA

Tel.: 917-367-5186   Fax: 212-963-5847  E-mail: bailet@un.org
2009 Birdfair/RSPB Research Fund for Endangered Birds applications: We are pleased to announce the opening of the 2009 call for applications to the Birdfair/RSPB Research Fund for Endangered Birds. This will close on 30 September and successful applicants informed before December 2009. As before, the fund provides up to $2,000 to researchers working on birds listed by IUCN as Endangered or Critically Endangered, and now includes species listed as Data Deficient. An application form can be downloaded from http://www.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/science/international/smallgrants/endangeredbirdgrants.asp or from me by email request. Please send this email to anyone you think might be interested in applying.
CALL FOR PROJECT PROPOSALS: Go to: http://www.climatefrontlines.org/en-GB/node/191 With assistance from the Government of Denmark, UNESCO’s Frontlines Forum is funding local projects on climate change impacts and adaptation. What are we funding? Community-level projects focusing on local experiences with climate change impacts and adaptation. These could involve field research, interviews with community members, workshops, photo projects, film projects, etc. Who are we funding? Proposals can be made by interested groups or individuals, for example, local and indigenous organizations, research centers, researchers, graduate students with interdisciplinary training, community members (youth groups, women, elders) etc. 

What topics? Projects could explore any topic relating to climate change and local communities. For example:

· Local observations and understandings of climate change impacts (negative or positive) on communities, livelihoods and/or local environments;
· Ways that your community is adapting to or dealing with climate change; 

· Strategies and practices developed by local communities to cope with changes in the environment; 

· Local impacts (positive or negative) of measures to fight climate change. For example, planting trees to reduce greenhouse gases (through carbon sequestration); or building hydroelectric dams or avoiding deforestation (e.g. REDD) to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases.
However, we invite all kinds of proposals related to climate change and local communities, so do not feel limited by these suggestions.

What output? Your project should result in a detailed account – either in the form of a written report, a video or other media production - in English, Spanish or French. It should contribute to a growing body of information about community-level concerns, observations and experiences relating to climate change impacts and adaptation. These submissions will also contribute to the development of postings and discussions on the Frontlines of Climate Change Forum. Where are we funding? We invite proposals from anywhere in the world, as long as they are for local-scale projects involving peoples and places vulnerable to climate change. How much funding are we providing? Between US$3000 and USD$5000 per project. Further funding may subsequently be provided for projects with interesting outcomes.

When are we funding? Project grants will be distributed from mid-2009 onwards. Initial results would be expected before October 2010. What is the deadline for submission? Proposals should reach UNESCO on or before 15 July 2009. How do I apply? See detailed information and download a project proposal form from http://www.climatefrontlines.org/en-GB/node/191
AVAILABLE NEWSLETTERS/REPORTS: The following newsletters, flyers and reports are also available as a PDF through PILN upon request and also at the PILN webpage found at www.sprep.org: 
1. APFISN Newsletter March-April 2009
2. MPA Newsletter Vol. 11 No. 1 July-August 2009

3. The Plant Doctor Newsletter 29, July, 2009
INTERSTING NEWS/LINKS/WEBSITES:
Please read the articles at the following links to access information added recently to the Plant Doctor website at http://plant-doctor.net: 
For ID of Fruit Flies Here is a useful reference: 
http://www.padil.gov.au/browseSpecies.aspx?menu=s3&group=1&id=7&taxa=Tephritidae
Remote sensing of RIFA mounds: http://www.thedaily.com.au/news/2009/jul/21/aap-sensors-on-chopper-to-track-fire-ants/
Analysis of the 2008 Red List: The threat of invasive species summary below: A detailed analysis of the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species?, "Wildlife in a Changing World ? an analysis of the 2008 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species? has just been published. Available at http://data.iucn.org/dbtw-wpd/edocs/RL-2009-001.pdf Results from the report shows nearly one third of amphibians, more than one in eight birds and nearly a quarter of mammals are threatened with extinction. Overall, a minimum of 16,928 species are threatened with extinction.
Summary of the 2008 IUCN Red List:
· There are 869 recorded extinctions, with 804 species listed as Extinct and 65 listed as Extinct in the Wild;
· The number of extinctions increases to 1,159 if the 290 Critically Endangered species tagged as ? Possibly Extinct? are included;
· 16,928 species are threatened with extinction (3,246 are Critically Endangered, 4,770 are Endangered and 8,912 are Vulnerable);
· 3,796 species are listed as Near Threatened;
· 5,570 species have insufficient information to determine their threat status and are listed as Data Deficient;
· 17,675 species are listed as Least Concern
The threat of invasive species:
· Invasive species are the fifth most severe threat to Amphibians, following habitat loss, pollution, disease and fires.
· Invasive species are the third most severe threat to Bird species after agriculture and logging.
· Invasive species are the third most severe threat to Mammals after habitat loss and utilization (mostly for food and medicine).

· Invasive species are the fourth most severe threat to Reptiles after pollution, persecution and natural disasters.
· The greatest threats in Europe are water pollution, invasive species and water extraction which impact 66%, 55% and 55% of threatened freshwater fish species, respectively.
· Invasive species are listed as a major threat to a broad range of marine species facing extinction
Shyama Pagad

Manager, Information Services Regional Office for the Pacific (New Zealand)

IUCN SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group School of Biological Sciences University of Auckland 733.304, Tamaki Campus Private Bag 92019 Auckland, New Zealand

Tel +64 9 3737599 (X88624)

Fax +64 9 3737042

Email: s.pagad@auckland.ac.nz Skype: shyama.pagad

www.issg.org/ www.issg.org/database/welcome/

Please let me have details of any work and/or actions you are planning and would like to include in next months posting due out AUGUST 31, 2009. Also your comments and suggestions on the Soundbites are always welcome. SOIFUA
Mark J. Bonin Interim Coordinator

Pacific Invasives Learning Network [PILN]

P.O. Box 240

Apia, Samoa

Phone: (+685) 21929 ext. 280 Direct Line: (+685) 66280

Mobile: (+685) 771-7934

SKYPE: mark.james.bonin
Email: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org 
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