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NETWORK NEWS:
PILN Soundbites: PILN Soundbites are a monthly issue of network and other news around the region focusing on invasive species management and biodiversity conservation. All issues of the PILN Soundbites will continue to be available on the PILN Webpage found on the SPREP website: www.sprep.org/piln. Please feel free to share this with your fellow colleagues and networks that may also find this information of interest.
Your continued contributions and inputs to the Soundbites is as always welcome and as there have been some changes to the Soundbites original style, format and content your comments are greatly appreciated. Soundbites have traditionally been sent as a text Email and not as an attachment and as these grow in length of information with more and more links to other information please let us know if you still prefer this format email some of your thoughts, comments and suggestions to: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org.
Thank you.
PILN 2009 Network Meeting: Funding is being sought to support our next Network meeting targeted at present for the last quarter of this year. We are currently looking at venue options and costs to hold this important meeting and as it is not likely we will be able to fund the same number of participants as in the past we encourage all countries, teams and organizations to allocate appropriate funding for their participation in the meeting.

As always we would wish to make the best of this opportunity and therefore would like to ask everyone for any comments and suggestions on location, venue, content, field trips, etc. We ask if any team and/or country wishes to host this meeting please lets us know no later than the next PILN Soundbites due February 26, 2009. Should no countries or teams be able to host such a meeting then we will continue to make plans for a centralized regional location in order to reduce costs. Please remember that PILN is a participant-driven network and therefore your input is invaluable.
MEETING/CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS/NEWS:

International Workshop on Biological Control of Invasive Species affecting Pacific Island Forests, Agriculture and the Environment: - Change of Date

Originally targeted for early April 2009 in Nadi, Fiji, the meeting is now being planned for August 2009, at the same location. A small sub-group of PILN partners continues to work on the funding and agenda for this workshop in response to a request from participants at the 2007 PILN Network Meeting in Moorea. We intend to bring together biological control practitioners and decision makers from throughout the Pacific Region with an interest in biological control of invasive species on Pacific Islands. The objectives of the workshop are to:
· Review biological control activities in the Pacific to date

· Increase support for and communication about the use of biological control
· Identify capacity gaps (staffing and infrastructure) and other barriers to biological control
· Develop a plan for increasing the use of biological control as a means of managing widespread invasive species in the Pacific Islands
· Identify potential funding sources for regional approaches.
As funds are limited, attendance has been capped at 50 and is therefore by invitation. Others interested in attending (if funds permit), or receiving the proceedings of the workshop, or being involved in any subsequent activities or communication should contact one of the following: Warea Orapa– WareaO@spc.int; Lynley Hayes- HayesL@Landcareresearch.co.nz; Anne Marie LaRosa– alarosa@fs.fes.us; or Mark Bonin– Markb@sprep.org 
Brown Tree snake Rapid Response Team training courses spring 2009: The USGS is proposing the following courses for the Brown Tree snake Rapid Response Team training spring 2009. Courses are held on Guam and include extensive field work and snake handling activities. Courses are designed for Pacific region agencies and groups with bio-security and/or environmental resource roles but are open to all interested parties.
Brown Tree Snake Rapid Response Team training courses spring 2009

· Full length training for new team members: March 2-20 (preferred)
· Full length training for new team members: April 27 – May 15 (replacement or additional training course dates if warranted)
· Refresher training for current team members: March 31-April 14. This will be an open enrollment course with attendees expect to attend training for a minimum of 3 days/nights (preferably 5 days/nights) during the proposed time frame.  There will be no training on Sunday April 12. It is likely that the training on April 13 and 14 will occur on Saipan as part of a larger effort to detect snakes there.

· Additional courses can be offered during the summer and/or fall if requested

To confirm attendance or for additional information contact the Rapid Response Team Coordinator, James Stanford. There are no official closing dates for the courses, but a timely response is appreciated (notification at least 1 month prior to the course of interest is recommended). Please feel free to pass this information on to other potentially interested parties. For further information please contact:

Mr. James Stanford

USGS

Brown Tree Snake Project

Rapid Response Team Coordinator/Biologist

Guam National Wildlife Refuge

Office: 671-355-4015
Fax: 671-355-4016

Cell: 671-777-4477

Email: james_stanford@usgs.gov
Annual Brown Tree snake Working Group Technical Meeting 15, 16, &17 April 2009 Saipan, CNMI
The annual Brown Tree snake Working Group meetings are intended to be a forum for the exchange of ideas and information related to this pest species and its control. The meeting is open to the general public. Individuals and entities working on brown tree snake control, interdiction, research, and policy are encouraged to participate in the meeting. The submission of abstracts for oral presentations related to new research results, management issues, public education or policy updates are welcomed.

Individuals and entities working on related topics are invited to participate or present information at the meeting. Examples of related topics are: invasive species, introduced reptiles and amphibians, public education, economics of invasive species, terrestrial vertebrate conservation in the Mariana Islands, island conservation. We tentatively propose to devote two days to covering topics directly related to BTS issues, and one day to general conservation in the Mariana Islands. This can be adjusted based on responses to the call for abstracts, and input from members of the Working Group.

SOLICITATION FOR ABSTRACTS: All interested parties are invited to submit abstracts of 300 words or less of descriptive text related to the topics discussed above by 27 Feb, 2009 via e-mail to Karl Buermeyer (Karl_Buermeyer@fws.gov ). Presentations should be fifteen minutes in length with five minutes for questions. Please indicate if additional time might be needed for presentations, and if internet access will be required. If possible, accommodations for additional time will be made.

AGENCY UPDATES: Time will be allocated during the meeting for agency representatives on the Brown Tree Snake Working Group to provide a general overview of efforts related to brown tree snake control and research since the annual meeting in Honolulu in 2008. The specific format of agency updates will determined in the coming weeks.

ACCOMMODATIONS / FURTHER DETAILS ON MEETING LOCATION: We are currently getting bids for a meeting facility on Saipan at the Federal per diem rate. We will be sending an update regarding meeting accommodations shortly.

The Brown Tree snake Working Group (BTS WG) has two meetings annually.

A general two to three day technical meeting (40 - 60 participants) is typically held each spring. The public and all individuals involved with brown tree snake control, interdiction, research, policy, and related issues are invited to attend and participate in this meeting. The format of this meeting is 15 to 30 minute presentations that are organized thematically.

A two-to-three day working meeting (20 participants or less) for agency representatives of the BTS WG is scheduled to occur in October or November. This meeting is intended to be a forum where representatives from BTS WG member agencies can discuss current issues early in the Federal fiscal year. The fall 2009 meeting will be held in the Washington, DC area.

Contact Karl Buermeyer (Karl_Buermeyer@fws.gov) for further information.

Karl Buermeyer

Fish and Wildlife Biologist, Invasive Species Division

US Fish and Wildlife Service, Pacific Islands Office

300 Ala Moana Blvd., Room 3-122

PO Box 50088

Honolulu, HI, 96817

(808) 792-9428 Office Phone

(808) 792-9581 Fax
2nd Regional Miconia Conference May 4-7 2009 Maui, Hawaii
From Pat Billy TNC Hawaii (pbily@TNC.ORG): For any PILN/ PII/ PIP members that deal with Miconia. Please note that there are already speakers coming from Tahiti, New Caledonia, and Australia. As Maui has been undertaking the most intense effort to control what Hawaii considers to be its worst pest plant, it is an appropriate site for this 2nd International Miconia Conference; the 1st conference took place in Tahiti in the late 1990's. A flyer and draft program, are available upon request otherwise refer and link to website: http://www.hear.org/conferences/miconia2009/
It is hoped that there is interest from fellow PILN/ PII/ PIP members that are facing this same problem. Regardless, we will be happy to send out the conference proceedings to those interested after the event and when available.
First International Invasive Birds Conference in Fremantle, Australia, December 2008.
From Dr. Alan Tye Invasive Species Officer SPREP (alant@sprep.org): This meeting brought together technical experts and planners from across the world to discuss the management of invasive birds. There were several participants who have led efforts to manage some of the species that are of most concern on Pacific Islands, especially mynas, house crows and sparrows. A general conclusion about mynas was that we still lack solid information about their economic and ecological impacts, although some studies have demonstrated impacts of mynas on native birds. There are also few effective options available for invasive bird control. Small populations, such as recent arrivals of mynas on islands, can be trapped, shot, or poisoned by baits containing DRC-1339 (trade name Starlicide). But traps are usually only effective for mynas if used with decoy birds inside them. Large populations, such as mynas in Samoa, cannot easily be reduced by trapping and shooting, because the removal rate cannot keep up with the birds' breeding rate, so major reductions in such populations rely on poisoning. Apart from trying to reduce their populations, mynas can be discouraged from certain areas by localized specialist trapping or netting, or by blocking holes or installing exclusion devices on buildings to stop them perching on them or nesting in them.

A new book "Managing Bird Damage to fruit and other horticultural crops" (by J. Tracey, M. Bomford, Q. Hart, G. Saunders & R. Sinclair, 2007, published by Bureau of Rural Sciences, PO Box 858, Canberra ACT 2601, Australia, salesbrs@brs.gov.au) includes much information useful for the Pacific, especially on mynas, including descriptions of control techniques and when to use each one. The book is useful for anyone trying to control invasive birds, not just fruit growers! For further information, contact Alan Tye alant@sprep.org
NEWS FROM PARTNERS/OTHERS: ISSG has a new Chair and GISD Manager (Michael Browne) bids his farewell.
Welcome to Dr. Piero Genovesi who has agreed to take up the role of Chair of ISSG following an invitation from Simon Stuart, Chair of IUCN/SSC. Piero was the Deputy Chair of ISSG under Prof. Mick Clout who has recently stepped down as Chair of ISSG.

Piero is based at ISPRA (Institute for Environmental Protection and Research) in Italy and the Secretariat of the ISSG will therefore be moving to Europe. The core management of the GISD will move to Europe but activities of the information services of the ISSG will continue to operate from the ISSG offices at the University of Auckland. Both the GISD and information services of ISSG will continue to serve the Pacific and other island regions.

Piero has worked for about 15 years in species management, but in the last years his work has focused more on policies than on field activities. While his activities have been mostly based in Europe, he is deeply committed to keep on strengthening and expanding the geographical scope of ISSG, and improving its ability to assist the areas more at risk, or with less capacity to address invasions.
For all matters related to the GISD, please contact Piero Genovesi at piero.genovesi@infs.it and Shyama Pagad at s.pagad@auckland.ac.nz 
From Michael Browne: I would like to take this opportunity to express my deep appreciation for your support of the GISD and I wish you every success in your efforts to combat invasive species in the Pacific! It has been a pleasure working with you all and I thank you for the encouragement and support you’ve given me. My new email address as of Friday 30th January 2009 is mtjbro@xtra.co.nz
From PILN Interim Coordinator: PILN extends its deepest appreciation to Michael for all his hard work and efforts on invasive species management in the pacific and especially on the GISD and invasives information exchanges over the last several years. We sincerely hope you will be able to continue your good work within the Pacific Region and wish you the best in all your future endevours.
From Souad Boudjelas Programme Manager Pacific Invasives Initiative (PII): Dear All,
I’m writing to introduce to you Alejandra Torres Chianale who has this week joined the PII Coordinating Team as a Project Coordinator. Alejandra is an Agricultural Engineer (Pontifical Catholic University of Chile) with a Masters in Environmental Science (Macquarie University, Australia). She is Chilean but has been living and working in New Zealand for almost one year. Since finishing her studies, Alejandra has worked with different organizations including, NGOs and private and public entities. Before starting with PII, Alejandra worked on environmental/social projects with the Weedfree Trust, Keep Waitakere Beautiful Trust and Project Twin Streams. Please join me in welcoming Alejandra to the PII family.

From PILN Interim Coordinator: PILN joins the many others whom have already replied and extends its warmest welcome aboard to Alejandra.
From Bill Nagle Project Coordinator, Pacific Invasives Initiative (PII): EMERGENCY RESPONSE: A shipwreck two weeks ago on Kanton Island in the Phoenix Islands of Kiribati highlights the need for PICTs to have Emergency Response Plans (ERPs) to deal with the threat of invasive species that may be on board. An earlier shipwreck on McKean Island in the Phoenix group resulted in major losses of seabirds from Asian rats and a costly expedition was necessary to eradicate the rats. For further information contact: [w.nagle@auckland.ac.nz] or (www.issg.org/cii/PII)

CEPF News/Status Report:
From James Atherton CI Pacific Islands Programme Conservation Outcomes Manager: The Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) for the Polynesia-Micronesia hotspot was launched on September 1, 2008. The US$7 million, five-year program aims to conserve the region’s biodiversity by engaging and building the capacity of non-governmental organizations. The investment is being managed through a partnership of CEPF and Conservation International's Pacific Islands Program based in Apia, Samoa.

The first competitive call for letters of inquiries (LOIs) for grants solicited 56 applications of which almost half are expected to be supported under three main components: invasive species management; threatened species conservation and conservation of key biodiversity areas. Fourteen countries are now eligible to apply for the fund — Cook Islands, Easter Island (Chile), Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, French Polynesia, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Niue, Palau, Pitcairn islands, Samoa, Tonga and Tokelau and Wallis and Futuna. 

The next call for LOIs is expected to be in March 2009, but this is yet to be confirmed. Full details of the application criteria and process can be found at www.cepf.net or by e-mailing CI at cipacific@conservation.org
AVAILABLE NEWSLETTERS: The following newsletters are also available as a PDF through PILN upon request and also at the PILN webpage found at www.sprep.org: 
1. Chromoleana odorata Newsletter # 17, December, 2008
2. MNRE Samoa Newsletter November, 2008
3. PII Newsletter (www.issg.org/cii/PII )
4. Aliens Newsletter Issue No. 26, 2008 Special Edition for the World Conservation Congress, Barcelona
5. Marine-Life Reserves Newsletter Vol. 2., No.1 January 2009 American Samoa
INTERSTING LINKS/WEBSITES:
From SPREP IRC & Library: The PEIN Digest is a monthly digest of pacific environment news and developments gathered from global news sources and a regional network of Pacific environment officers. As always please feel free to circulate copies of the PEIN Digest among your colleagues and local networks. I welcome contributions of media items, local and regional developments, and notification of new publications for inclusion in future editions of the digest. The latest additions to the PEIN Digest can be browsed from the PEIN Digest webpage at http://www.sprep.org/publication/Digest.asp
PLUS a reminder about new PEIN resources launched in 2008: online virtual environment libraries for all Pacific island countries and territories. Accessible from the SPREP IRC & Library homepage (http://www.sprep.org/publication/pub_top.asp), virtual environment libraries have been created for American Samoa , Cook Islands , Federated States of Micronesia , 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_fiji.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_fiji.asp" Fiji

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_guam.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_guam.asp"  , 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_frenchpolynesia.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_frenchpolynesia.asp" French Polynesia

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_guam.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_guam.asp"  , Guam , Kiribati

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/Pein_CommonwealthNorthernMarianaIslands.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/Pein_CommonwealthNorthernMarianaIslands.asp"  , 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_marshall_islands.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_marshall_islands.asp" Marshall Islands

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/Pein_CommonwealthNorthernMarianaIslands.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/Pein_CommonwealthNorthernMarianaIslands.asp"  , 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_nauru.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_nauru.asp" Nauru , 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_newcaledonia.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_newcaledonia.asp" New Caledonia

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/Pein_CommonwealthNorthernMarianaIslands.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/Pein_CommonwealthNorthernMarianaIslands.asp"  , 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_niue.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_niue.asp" Niue , 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/Pein_CommonwealthNorthernMarianaIslands.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/Pein_CommonwealthNorthernMarianaIslands.asp" Northern Mariana Islands , Palau , 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_PNG.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_PNG.asp" Papua New Guinea , 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_samoa.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_samoa.asp" Samoa , 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_solomonislands.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_solomonislands.asp" Solomon Islands , 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_tokelau.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_tokelau.asp" Tokelau , 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_tonga.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_tonga.asp" Tonga , 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_tuvalu.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_tuvalu.asp" Tuvalu , Vanuatu , 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_wallisandfutuna.asp" \o "http://www.sprep.org/publication/pein_wallisandfutuna.asp" Wallis and Futuna.
The online resources include deep links to environment profiles and indicators, full text country reports, linkages to reports published by SPREP and the South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC), and links to documents hosted on Moana, Pacific Reefbase and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) Digital Library. The libraries also include access to academic literature and research, multimedia materials and an inventory of environment related websites for each country.
From: Global-Islands-Biodiversity@yahoogroups.com [mailto:Global-Islands-Biodiversity@yahoogroups.com] On Behalf Of Bruce Potter, IRF

An interactive mapping website has just been launched showing the cumulative impact of human activities on marine ecosystems around the world. http://globalmarine.nceas.ucsb.edu/
With this website you can:

*view maps of cumulative human impacts, and each of the individual component datasets that were used to calculate cumulative impact.

*zoom in and out to any scale and location of interest
From Susi Menazza TNC Senior Policy Adviser Asia Pacific (smenazza@tnc.org):
Dear GLISPA friends,

I am very pleased to inform you that the GLISPA pages in the CBD Secretariat website have been updated:

http://www.cbd.int/island/glispa.shtml
· It is now possible to download the latest GLISPA material (Brochure, List of Participants, Map of Commitments)
· Under "Events" you can find: 

· all the major outcomes and commitments made at GLISPA-related events since 2005
· a useful list of acronyms
· a link to the Global Islands Network (GIN) website to see the calendar upcoming events that are of interest to the Partnership http://www.globalislands.net/calendar/events/events.php?mfxsr=10
· Under "Documents" you can find many interesting high level speeches, statements and declarations related to GLISPA.
From Dr. Jill Key Durrel Wildlife Conservation Trust: TNC has produced a new “invasipedia” at http://tncinvasives.ucdavis.edu/index.html, a wiki for invasive species info. Lots of good stuff on their GIST page too.
From: Global-Islands-Biodiversity@yahoogroups.com [mailto:Global-Islands-Biodiversity@yahoogroups.com] 
Petit J. & Prudent G. 2008. Climate Change and Biodiversity in the European Union Overseas Entities. IUCN, Brussels, 178 pp., http://www.reunion2008.eu/pdf/en/42.10_LOW_FINAL_book_EN.pdf 
This is one of very few studies that focus on tropical islands in the climate change and IAS threat discussion. Numerous examples from EU OTs are presented in a systematic territory-by-territory manner. A nearly 40 pages section on the Caribbean OTs contains impressive detail.
Another one many of you may already be aware of is: Varnham, K 2006. Non-native species in UK Overseas Territories: a review. JNCC Report No. 372, http://www.jncc.gov.uk/pdf/jncc372_web.pdf 
Although concentrating more on temperate and cold regions, the following Canadian publication explains very well the different mechanisms by which climate change and IAS interact and could provide good illustrations for teaching. It also discusses the pros and cons of a range of tools, particularly policy, that allow the management of the climate change and IAS interaction and that could (partly) be adapted to the Caribbean: Integrating Climate Change into Invasive Species Risk Assessment/Risk Management, Workshop Report, November 2008, Policy Research Initiative, Ottawa, Canada
http://www.policyresearch.gc.ca/doclib/WR_SD_InvasiveSpecies_200811_e.pdf 

Similar to the above the following US publication focuses on policy tools for the management of climate change and aquatic IAS, also with potential applicability to the Caribbean: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). (2008) Effects of climate change for aquatic invasive species and implications for management and research. National Center for Environmental Assessment, Washington, DC; EPA/600/R-08/014. http://www.elistore.org/Data/products/d18_04.pdf This is also the most up-to-date review of the little what is known about climate change influencing the distribution and likelihood of establishment/invasiveness of aquatic organisms (freshwater as well as marine).
Climate Change's Impact On Invasive Plants In Western US May Create Restoration Opportunities Science Daily, 28 January 2009 Science Daily (Jan. 27, 2009) — A new study by researchers at Princeton University's Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs has found that global climate change may lead to the retreat of some invasive plant species in the western United States, which could create unprecedented ecological restoration opportunities across millions of acres throughout America. More: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/01/090127112055.htm 
Invasive Alien Species: Goodbye Galapagos goats Nature, 28 January 2009 Conservationists complete the largest-ever eradication of an island-invasive mammal. 

More: http://www.nature.com/news/2009/090127/full/news.2009.61.html
From Chris Buddenhagen (Hawaii Invasive Species Council Coordinator):
NEW BOOK on Alien Reptiles and Amphibians Available:

See: http://www.springer.com/life+sci/ecology/book/978-1-4020-8945-9 

Alien Reptiles and Amphibians
A Scientific Compendium and Analysis Series: Invading Nature - Springer Series in Invasion Ecology , Vol.4 Kraus, Fred 2009, XII, 564 p. With CD-ROM., Hardcover ISBN: 978-1-4020-8945-9

Online version available
Excellent Web-based Key on Pacific Invasive Ant Species: [PIAkey]: See Pacific Invasive Ant Key (PIA Key) The Pacific Invasive Ant Key (PIA Key) is an illustrated identification guide to invasive ant species commonly encountered in the Pacific region.
New web resource: Entomology graduate student creates interactive ant key Daily Democrat - 15 January 2009 If you want to identify red imported fire ants and other invasive ants found in the Pacific Island region, a newly launched Web site by an entomology graduate student at UC Davis, will help you do just that. Eli Sarnat created the interactive ant key to assist users in identifying invasive ant species commonly encountered in the Pacific Island region. The key is at:

http://www.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/PIAkey/index.html. Invasive ants threaten the native biodiversity, food security and quality of life, said Sarnat, who is researching the systematics, biogeography and conservation of ants in Fiji for his doctoral dissertation ...more
From Shyama Pagad (IUCN/ISSG): We have provided links to the PIA Key from 12 of our GISD ant profiles.

Here is an example: Ecology page

http://interface.creative.auckland.ac.nz/database/species/ecology.asp?si=110&fr=1&sts=sss&lang=EN
Reference (see reference # 35)

http://interface.creative.auckland.ac.nz/database/species/references.asp?si=110&fr=1&sts=sss&lang=EN
Please note that this is the URL of our working server. Updates to the public server will be implemented during January 2009.
Fruit Bat Poaching Investigation CNMI: Federal Agents search Rota Homes: 

See: http://www.saipantribune.com/newsstory.aspx?newsID=86301&cat1 

NECIS Action Plan on Invasive Species for President Obama:

http://www.ucsusa.org/invasive_species/solutions/NECIS-action-plan.html 
Interesting Articles on Invasives: The current issue of Journal of Animal Ecology, which is the annual free sample online at: http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/117972213/home.
COUNTRY ACTIVITIES/ACTION PLANS: Not all teams and their achievements and or plans are included here and for those missed out it just means I failed to catch up with you in time, so apologies and please give us some news for the next issues.

SAMOA:
Rattan Palm (Calamus caesius) Eradication Program
News From:
James Atherton
Conservation Outcomes Manager

Conservation International Pacific Islands Program Apia, Samoa

E-mail: j.atherton@conservation.org 
Su’emalo Talie Foliga and I went to the Papaseea rattan site this morning and uprooted 38 small seedlings and 2 adult trees, including one tree that we had found in early 2008 but were not able to remove at that time.

The number of rattan seedlings found continues to drop. In the last visit in April 2008 we found 126 seedlings and the time before that 5 trees and 602 seedlings were removed. The next visit will take place in May 2009 and all are welcome to attend as the more eyes the better…

Mt. Vaea Reserve Ecological Restoration Project:
Mt. Vaea Restoration Project was initiated by the Conservation International Pacific Islands Programme (CIPIP) in partnership with Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) and the Division of Environment and Conservation (DEC) as an implementing agency. The objectives of the project are twofold:
1. To restore the Mt. Vaea Reserve (approx. 90ha) forested to its former state with the appropriate native rainforest tree species; and

2. To become a “classic demonstration” site of invasive species management (ISM) and habitat restoration for Samoa and the rest of the Pacific Island Region.
The project has two implementation phases: (i) the project planning phase, lasting for four months (ii) the project research and implementation phase, lasting for at least 5 years and maybe longer if funds are available. The planning phase began in September 2007 with funds provided by the Robert Louis Stevenson Foundation and is now complete. It was focused on a comprehensive weed survey and plant inventory in the reserve area. As a result five top invasive tree species (Albizia chinensis, Albizia falcataria, Spathodea campanulata, Funtumia elastica and Castilla elastica) were identified for Invasive Species Management (ISM) based on their dominance and abundance within the reserve.

MNRE-JICA “Project for Enhancing Management Capacity for National Parks and Reserves of Samoa” secured funding for the second phase of the project till March 2010. Funding includes purchasing of equipment and chemicals, hiring of laborers and conducting a trial plot of 5 hectares to assess the effectiveness of different techniques and refine estimates of necessary resources and costs for the implementation of the full project area covering approximately 80ha. The project will be executed by DEC and supervised by the Project Team whom will meet on monthly basis to discuss the progress of project activities.

For further information, contact Abe Hitofumi at hitofumi.abe@samoaonline.ws or Su’emalo Talie Foliga at tfoliga@yahoo.com 
Marine Invasives Work in Samoa:

From Introduced to Invasive- Skelton et al., (2008) has revealed that marine introduced species are well established in the Apia harbour area and are spreading to other areas. About 13 introduced species of both fauna and flora are now recorded from the area. Many deliberately introduced species have demonstrated their invasive tendency while some are known to be serious pests.

Of the 13 introduced species, two marine plant species are of particular concern for Samoa – the green alga Codium arenicola and Brown seaweed Spatoglossum macrodontum.
Populations of the two invasives appear to be expanding. The former with its related species Codium ovale have been observed to be rapidly colonizing disturbed areas with their tendency to form large clumps that potentially smother other native benthos. Others such as the red bryozoan Bugula neritina, Carijoa reseii and the Christmas tree hydroid Penaria disticha are becoming established. These together with the barnacle Balanus amphrities are known invasives in Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam and Australia. The White crust tunicate Didemnun perlucidum is showing signs of becoming invasive. Some other species such as the Red seaweed Acanthophora spicifera and the Hollow button weed Dictyosphaeria cavernosa are native species but are found to be introduced/invasive in other countries. The Brown seaweed Sargassum spp. is a native species but is also becoming a pest.

The Ministry continues to implement strategies and actions identified in the National Invasive Species Action Plan (NISAP) for both marine and terrestrial invasives.
Skelton, P.A., South, R.G. and Seeto, J. (2008) Marine Invasive Species Survey of Apia Harbour, Samoa: National Marine Biodiversity Conservation Project. Apia, Samoa.

PALAU: For further information on any of these items, please contact Dr. Joel Miles, National Invasive Species Coordinator, nisc@palaunet.com
CAS – Cycad Aulacaspis Scale outbreak

The Cycad Aulacaspis Scale (CAS – Aulacaspis yasumatsui) has been found in Palau. Its presence has been confirmed by Dr. Gillian Watson, a specialist in scale and mealy bug taxonomy. This scale was destroying native cycads in Guam’s forests until an effective biocontrol agent was established there in 2005-6. It can potentially have a similar impact on Palau’s native cycads.

A preliminary survey on December 18, 2008 found 24 infested cycad plants in 11 locations. Since then we have found infested plants in 4 more locations. All but 3 locations are within a few hundred meters of each other, and the furthest away from this “infestation center” is just over a kilometer away. All are ornamental plants, mostly Cycas revoluta. We are concerned that it will spread to native cycad plants in Palau’s forests.

Due to the urgency of the situation, we took action prior to receiving confirmation. We are making arrangements to bring an effective bio-control agent from Guam in February 2009. We have received partial funding support from SPC, and have requested additional funding from the US Forest Service. In the meantime, all leaves of infested plants are being removed and burned, to slow the spread of the scale until the bio-control agent can be successfully introduced.
A brochure and flyer have been produced and are being distributed, a public service announcement is being aired on the local television station, a press release has been printed in local newspapers, and a live call-in radio talk show has been schedule.
Macaque Monkey Census funded

Palau Conservation Society (PCS), in cooperation with the Bureau of Agriculture (BOA), has received a grant of almost USD 20,000 (CEPF small grant); to conduct a census of all captive (pet) macaque monkeys (Macaca fascicularis, the crab-eating macaque) in Palau. This is a necessary prerequisite to a planned sterilization project: all captive macaques will be required to be sterilized, to prevent their reproduction and spread. Macaque monkeys have caused serious socio-economic and environmental damage to the island of Angaur, so this step is being taken to prevent similar problems in the rest of the islands of Palau. SPC has also provided additional funding for public awareness activities about macaque monkeys.

Singapore Ant control initiated

In September 2008 a project to eradicate the Singapore Ant (Monomorium destructor) was initiated at Hotsarihie (Helen Reef) and Hatohobei (Tobi Island) in Palau. The insecticide fipronil was mixed with peanut butter as bait and applied to tree branches on Hotsarihie, and to houses on Hatohobei. Follow-up applications were made in October, and will be made again in January and March. This project has been over 4 years in planning and fund-raising. PII provided financial support for and coordinated a feasibility study in 2006, but we were unable to find funds for the eradication trip to these isolated islands. We finally received support from a fish survey, which provided transportation for the Natural History Associate from the Belau National Museum to take the trip and apply the ant bait. He trained the Helen Reef Rangers, and they are now responsible for follow-up treatments.
In addition to the above, the same bait was applied by staff of the Bureau of Agriculture in December 2008 to several structures in Melekeok and Ngchesar (homes and public buildings), where the ants were detected in a survey. We are continuing public awareness and survey activities in the hope of detecting and eradicating all infestations of this very destructive ant. We have received a small amount of funding from SPC to support these activities.
Fact Sheets, Flyers, Brochures

Palau Conservation Society has produced a fact sheet on invasive rodents, in both English and Palauan languages.
BOA has produced flyers and/or brochures on macaque monkeys, mikania, Singapore Ant, and the cycad scale.
Please let me have details of any work and/or actions you are planning and would like to include in next months posting. Also your comments and suggestions on the Soundbites are always welcome.
SOIFUA
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