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NETWORK NEWS:
PILN Soundbites: PILN Soundbites is a monthly issue of network and other news from around the region, focusing on invasive species management and biodiversity conservation. All issues of PILN Soundbites are available on the PILN Webpage at the SPREP website: www.sprep.org/piln. We are still updating and redesigning the PILN Webpage to accommodate new information and materials. We expect to have this completed within the next few months as it will be an important task of the Full-Time PILN Coordinator. Please feel free to share this Soundbite with your fellow colleagues and networks that may also find this information of interest. Also please e-mail your thoughts, comments and suggestions to: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org PIILN is a participatory driven network and everyone’s comments are welcomed. Again have a great year with Invasive Species management everyone. Next Posting March 31, 2010.
PILN Network Meeting: Funding is still being sought to support our next Network meeting now targeted for next year. We are currently looking at venue options and costs to hold this important meeting and as it is not likely we will be able to fund the same number of participants as in the past we encourage all countries, teams and organizations to allocate appropriate funding for their participation in the meeting. As always we would wish to make the best of this opportunity and therefore would like to ask everyone for any comments and suggestions on location, venue, content, field trips, etc. Should no other countries or teams be able to host such a meeting then we will continue to develop plans for Samoa and/or an alternate centralized location in the region in order to reduce costs. Please remember that PILN is a participant-driven network and therefore your input is invaluable.
COUNTRY ACTIVITIES/ACTION PLANS: My sincere apologies if your news is not here but that probably means that I have failed to catch up with you in time, or you haven’t had time to put some words together to catch this deadline. So please give us some news for the next issue due out on MARCH 31, 2010. Several of you have suggested that this is the most interesting and valuable part of the Soundbites so let’s all work hard to make it better for everyone.
SAMOA: Trapped mongoose in Samoa In less than 24 hours after traps were laid in Samoa a male mongoose was caught, however the island nation is not relaxing the effort yet, as this may not be the only one. Samoa has no known established population of the mongoose, but the animals are common in Hawaii and Fiji, having been introduced to control the rats that were damaging the sugar cane fields. Despite this, mongooses do not reduce rat damage, and the IUCN (International Union for the Conservation of Nature) has listed the mongoose as one of the 100 worst invasive species because of the impact it has on native birds and animals. In Fiji it is considered the main cause behind the extinction of several bird species on Viti Levu, the largest island. The first report of a mongoose was in December last year, when a conservation team working on another project happened to see a mongoose crossing the road. After much consultation with surrounding villages it appeared that the mongoose had been sighted as far back as 2008. This prompted the Samoa National Invasives Task Team (SNITT), the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MNRE) and partners to establish an eradication project for the mongoose. A proposal for funding was presented by the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) to the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF), to buy DOC250 traps that were designed in New Zealand for stoats, ferrets and similar animals, and tested with good results on mongoose in Hawaii. “Initially we ordered 30 of these traps via the Pacific Invasives Initiative (PII) in New Zealand. The first night we laid out 10 traps,” said Mark Bonin the Pacific Invasives Learning Network (PILN) Coordinator, “and although a mongoose was caught within the first 24 hours, we plan on continuing to trap in the area for at least a year.” The male mongoose appeared to be sexually mature and weighed 750 grams and had a head-body length (HBL) of 36.8cms. The carcass was taken to the Principal Animal Health Officer with the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries in Vailima and tissue samples were prepared which will be sent for further investigation and DNA analysis to help determine the exact origin of the animal. Despite the good fortune and the rapid trapping of a mongoose, the late discovery of the animal in Samoa is cause for concern. It took over a year for the animal to be officially reported and, this was only a result of a chance observation by the MNRE team. Samoa is no stranger to the damages that an invasive species can cause.  In 1993 a taro leaf blight outbreak devastated the staple crop decimating farmers’ incomes from both the local and overseas markets. “It’s essential that we strengthen invasive species awareness and develop a campaign to let everyone know of the threats of invasive species to our biodiversity and sustainable livelihoods,” believes Bonin. “If you see something you think is a new ‘invasive’, then report it and explain why you think it’s different from anything else you have seen. We always take a cautious view that if there is something that seems new, then it is worth investigating. We can’t take the risk of something breeding or developing its own population in Samoa without addressing it.” On the 10th of February, the first 10 traps were put around the Aleipata wharf area, the most recent sighting of the mongoose. The 20 remaining traps will be set in other nearby sighting locations later this week. While the exact origin of this particular mongoose cannot be confirmed yet, the sightings coincided with the construction of the new wharf in Aleipata. “We are not finished with this mongoose eradication activity. We’ll have to continue until we are 100% confident that the last animal is captured. Of course we encourage the general public that if they see something to please report it as soon as possible.” For further details please contact Mr. Mark Bonin, the PILN coordinator at markb@sprep.org  or Mr. Alan Tye, the SPREP invasive species officer at alant@sprep.org
By Ms. Nanette Woonton

Associate Media and Publications Officer

The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)

T: (685) 66305

F: (685) 20231 W: www.sprep.org
NEWS FROM PARTNERS/OTHERS:
From The PII Newsletter: 

Eradication success in Kiribati: A CEPF-funded expedition to the Phoenix Island Protected Area (PIPA) in December last year carried out surveillance on McKean (for Asian rats) and Rawaki (for rabbits). The survey determined that the pest eradication work of May-June 2008, funded by NZAID and managed by NZDOC with support from PII, was a success with no sign of Asian rats on McKean Island or European rabbits on Rawaki. The terrestrial habitats of the Phoenix Islands and their globally important bird populations are being restored as part of the Government of Kiribati’s management plan for the PIPA. These invasive species had been causing catastrophic damage to vegetation and animals of the two islands but, 18 months after the eradications, the biota of both islands are showing signs of recovery. The vegetation response is particularly striking with the islands supporting more luxuriant and diverse plant growth. Several species of birds are also responding positively with increased breeding success on McKean and more extensive nesting areas on Rawaki due to the improved vegetation cover on these islands. This expedition was another step forward in the restoration of the PIPA islands which has involved the Government of Kiribati and many individuals, agencies and donors across the Pacific since 2004. Congratulations to all involved! A final report with dramatic before and after photographs will soon be available on the PII website. - adapted from: Ray Pierce, EcoOceania Pty Ltd 

Invasive plant project management training workshop in American Samoa: As a result of successful workshops in Palau and Pohnpei, PII was asked to deliver a training workshop for the Forestry Programme of the Community and Natural Resources Division of the American Samoa Community College. The design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of priority invasive plant management projects in American Samoa were covered at the American Samoa Community College on Tutuila from 25 January to 4 February, 2010. Participants worked in teams to plan their priority projects. The workshop was based on active learning principles and gave attendees the skills necessary to collect and manage data for project planning, implementation and accountability for successful project management. An efficient and effective data collection and management system that is easy to use and maintain and adaptable to other invasive species projects across the Pacific was further developed. Participant evaluations of the workshop gave scores of 100% to questions about the workshop meeting their expectations and whether the methods used in the workshop would help them in their work. Comments offered included “The workshop presented way more than I expected. It is the best weed training I have taken over the last 12 years.” and “The workshop offered a practical approach to weed management.”. Reports from the workshop will soon be available on the PII website.

Invasive species management training course: As the PII Resource Kit for rodent and cat eradication nears completion, a training course is being developed to help users improve their knowledge and skills in selecting, planning, implementing and evaluating projects and get the best out of the Kit. This course will augment PII’s training portfolio which includes courses in invasive plant project management and island biosecurity.

Island Invasives - Eradication and Management Conference: The Conference held at University of Auckland from 8 - 12 February 2010 was a resounding success. It brought together over 240 leading invasive species management researchers and practitioners from all around the world. It provided a great networking opportunity for people with a common interest to meet and share ideas and experiences. Presentations covered topics such as social aspects of invasive species eradications, the benefits to native island species and ecosystems, importance of good planning, bio-security, community consultation and capacity building. Out of the 96 oral and poster presentations, 31 were from the Pacific Islands region, both north and south Pacific. This demonstrates the growing support in the Pacific region for invasive species management as an efficient tool for biodiversity conservation and sustainability of livelihoods. Thumbs up to the organisers for a job well done! Given the increasing support for, and advances in, invasive species management, it may be timely to ask: should we wait for another 10 years to have the next conference?

From IUCN: We have posted the PDF of abstracts of the just concluded Island Invasives - Eradication and Management Conference on the ISSG website: http://www.issg.org/events.htm
Shyama Pagad

Manager, Information Services

Regional Office for the Pacific (New Zealand)

IUCN SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group

School of Biological Sciences

University of Auckland

733.304, Tamaki Campus

Private Bag 92019 Auckland, New Zealand

Tel +64 9 3737599 (X88624)

Fax +64 9 3737042

www.issg.org/ www.issg.org/database/welcome/ 

I wanted to share some exciting news with you. As part of our efforts to raise awareness during 2010, the International Year of Biodiversity, IUCN launched a special online feature called Species of the Day. Every day a different species representing the diverse range of animal and plant life is highlighted in a button on the IUCN homepage and other websites. Now, iGoogle is offering IUCN’s Species of the Day to its tens of millions of users around the globe. What this means is that anyone can add this feature to their personal iGoogle page with a click of a button. Taking action is simple. Just follow this link: http://www.google.ch/ig/adde?hl=fr&moduleurl=http://sotd-gadget.googlecode.com/svn/trunk/sotdGadget.xml&source=imag Species of the Day is a joint project of the IUCN Species Programme and the Species Survival Commission (SSC), and is made possible through the support of UNEP and ARKive. I would like to give a special thanks to Patrick Porchet in the Information Management Group, as well as the Communications and Species teams, for creating such an informative and accessible educational tool – one that has the potential now to reach and inspire a much larger audience. Please help spread the word. If you have any questions or need assistance, contact Kathryn Pintus at: Kathryn.Pintus@iucn.org.
Regards,

Julia Marton-Lefèvre

Director General

IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature)

28 rue Mauverney, CH-1196 Gland, Switzerland

Tel. +41 22 999 0296; Fax +41 22 999 0029;www.iucn.org
Dear Friends and Colleagues,

On behalf of the Palau Conservation Society Board of Directors and staff, I am pleased to announce the appointment of Mr. Elbuchel Sadang as the new Executive Director of the organization. Elbuchel comes to us by way of the national government. For the past 8 years he has served as Palau’s Minister of Finance under President Tommy Remengesau Jr.’s administration. As the Minister of Finance he was responsible for the administration and management of government finance, revenue, personnel and property. He also oversaw the duties and functions of the Bureau of National Treasury; Bureau of Budget and Planning; Bureau of Public Service System; Bureau of Revenue, Customs and Taxation; and Information Systems Support Services. Elbuchel formerly held the position of Director of the Bureau of National Treasury for the Ministry of Finance from 1994 to 2001 and he was a previous legislator for Ngaraard State from 1991 to 2001.
2010 is the year that PCS will begin implementing its new 5 year strategy. In these tough economic times both at home and abroad conservation organizations are finding it harder than ever to meet the cost of implementing programs. It is clear that to be relevant to our mission and constituents we have to tap into expertise from a wide range of disciplines and fields. In Elbuchel we have the financial savvy and experience that are needed to support the administrative functions that are a very critical but sometimes overlooked aspect of conservation work.  I believe that his skills and drive coupled with those of our staff and board will make for a winning team.  Please join me in welcoming him to our PCS family! With best wishes,

Maura Gordon
Chairperson, Board of Directors
Palau Conservation Society
Elbuchel's new address is esadang@palauconservation.org
MEETING/CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS/NEWS:
IFA Conference Update: 2010 Imported Fire Ant and Invasive Ant Conference Participants: For those still interested in presenting a paper or poster at the 2010 conference, the deadline for paper/poster submission has been extended to March 15, 2010. So far we have over 20 paper submissions and several posters but have time slots for an additional 10 to 12 papers, and space for more posters. Also, there will be a session on Raspberry crazy ants and a roundtable discussion on research and extension needs related to imported fire ants. Forms and conference information are available on the eXtension 2010 Imported Fire Ant and Invasive Ant conference page at: http://www.extension.org/pages/Annual_Imported_Fire_Ant_Conference Thanks to those that sent their paper/poster submissions early. They were very helpful in developing the program.
Kelly M. Loftin, Ph.D.

Extension Entomologist/Associate Professor

Livestock Pests and Imported Fire Ants

Cralley-Warren Lab

2601 N. Young Avenue

Fayetteville, AR 72704

479 575-3462

Fax: 479 575-3348

Mobile: 501 416-3684kloftin@uaex.edu

Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust International Training Centre Island Species-Led Action (ISLA) course 2010, Iligan City, Philippines, 6 – 17 September: ISLA is a 10-day course for conservation practitioners and educators, focusing on proven & practical approaches to managing endangered species and habitats that can be realised with minimal resource implications. The course is designed for island species and habitat conservation managers from the public and private sectors, and academic staff from island universities and colleges. ISLA 2010 will be run in partnership with the Mindanao State University - Iligan Institute of Technology (MSU-IIT), Iligan City, Philippines. Participants have the opportunity for direct experience of current conservation issues in the region and “real time” endangered species case studies from the Philippines. The focus will be on the recovery of endangered birds and mammals, with special attention to threats such as invasive species, habitat loss, habitat destruction and hunting. The total cost of the course is US$1,700. Scholarships are available for participants from the region, please enquire for details. To apply, complete an application form and submit this together with a recent CV and letter of support from a senior member of staff from within the organisation for which you work. Further Information and application forms are available at www.durrell.org/Conservation/Training. The deadline for application for this course is 30 June 2010.

Dr Jill Key
International Training Centre

Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust
Les Noyers

La Profonde Rue

Jersey JE3 5BP

Tel: (01534) 860050
Fax: (01534) 860002

jill.key@durrell.org
www.durrell.org
Call for Posters: Fourteenth Meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical, and Technological Advice, 10 - 21 May 2010, Nairobi, Kenya [NOTIFICATION No. 2010-026]
The theme of the poster session for the fourteenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical, and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), to be held in Nairobi, Kenya from 10 to 21 May 2010, is: “Biodiversity and Climate Change: Achieving the 2020 Targets”. Parties, other Governments and relevant United Nations, inter-governmental, non-governmental, regional and international organizations, indigenous and local communities, and the private sector are invited to contribute posters and extended abstracts on case studies and best practices on how climate change and biodiversity can be mutually supportive in achieving the post-Kyoto target and the new strategic plan of the Convention on Biological Diversity. Contributors are encouraged to relate their topics to one of the goals of the draft strategic plan. Please refer to the goals in the attached poster submission form, or the draft strategic plan at the following link: http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/nr/ws4nrsp-cca-01/official/ws4nrsp-cca-01-sp-prep-02-en.pdf Please indicate your intention to present a poster paper by completing and returning the attached form by fax or email at your earliest convenience, but no later than 12 March 2010. Upon receipt of your form, we will be pleased to forward detailed guidelines for posters and extended abstracts. Note that there will be a limit to the number of posters to be presented. Submission of posters and abstracts is not restricted to meeting participants. The Secretariat of the CBD plans to publish the extended abstracts of the posters in its Technical Series. The deadline for submission of extended abstracts is 31 March 2010. The full text of this notification is available on the CBD website at: http://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2010/ntf-2010-026-sbstta14-en.pdf 
Ahmed Djoghlaf

Executive Secretary

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity

United Nations Environment Programme

413 Saint-Jacques Street, Suite 800

Montreal, Quebec, Canada

H2Y 1N9

Tel: +1 514 288 2220

Fax: +1 514 288 6588

E-mail: secretariat@cbd.int 
Web: http://www.cbd.int 

2nd Workshop on Invasive Alien Plants in Mediterranean Type Regions of the World: You can find information concerning the 2nd Workshop on Invasive Alien Plants in Mediterranean Type Regions of the World in Trabzon (Turkey) on 2010-08-02/06 at: http://archives.eppo.org/MEETINGS/2010_conferences/mediterranean_ias..htm 
Regards

Sarah
The 11th ICAZ International Conference of ICAZ (International Council for Archaeozoology) will take place in Paris, from 23 to 28 August 2010. This conference also includes scientific sessions on wildlife domestication, trading and island translocation, and invasions in the world through the ages and that might be of interest for you or your network. For more info:

http://www.alexandriaarchive.org/icaz/ICAZ2010/00-1st%20page/1st%20page.htm
The Faculty of Life Sciences, University of Copenhagen, is hosting the *6th European Conference on Biological Invasions NEOBIOTA*. The title of the conference is *Biological Invasions in a Changing World - from Science to Management*. The organizing committee is pleased to invite all those who are interested in invasive plants and animals, to register and submit abstracts for oral and/or poster presentations at the conference homepage http://cis.danbif.dk/neobiota2010. Here you will also find more detailed information about the conference venue, topics, accommodation, etc. The conference will take place on 14-17 September 2010 in Copenhagen, Denmark, starting with an invited evening keynote lecture presented by Richard J. Hobbs from the Murdoch University in Western Australia. Everyone interested in Biological Invasions is invited to participate and share ideas, new results and opinions. All professions (ecologists, conservation agencies, stake-holders), all organisms (plants, animals, pathogens, fungi) and ecosystems (marine, freshwater, terrestrial) will be considered.

The registration is now opened. We encourage early registration, since the conference will be limited to 300 participants. Please, note also that *the deadline for registration and submission of abstracts is 15 March 2010*. For sharing the information with your colleagues interested in biological invasions, you may want to download a *flyer* from the conference homepage (see http://cis.danbif.dk/neobiota2010/info/conference-flyer).
Dear Colleagues,
A Conference on Biological Control for Nature is being held in Northampton Massachusetts, October 3-7 2010. This meeting will explore the benefits of classical biological control for the control of invasive insects and weeds in natural forests, and associated habitats such as wetlands, grasslands, and deserts. Applications to islands and other natural systems will be included. The meeting will not address other forms of biological control (augmentation, conservation, biopesticides), nor will it address use of biological control in plantation forestry. The meeting will appeal to biological control scientists, conservationists, invasion biologists, and land managers. Information on the conference (including registration and session information) can be found at: http://biocontrolfornature.ucr.edu/ The meeting is limited to just 150 people so early registration is encouraged. If have specific questions please contact Mark Hoddle (mark.hoddle@ucr.edu) or Roy Van Driesche (vandries@nre.umass.edu)
Mark Hoddle,

Department of Entomology,

University of California,

Riverside, CA 92521

USA

Phone: 951-827-4714

Fax: 951-827-3086

www.biocontrol.ucr.edu

Chromolaena, Eupatorieae and Parthenium Workshop: The 2nd circular and Expression of Interest form are now available for above workshop, to be held in Kenya from 1-5 November 2010. Either contact me, or download from http://www.arc.agric.za/home.asp?pid=5229. 
23rd Asian-Pacific Weed Science Society Conference Cairns, Australia 25-30 September 2011 Registrations now open, see the website for details http://www.apwss2011.com/ 

Enquiries to: apwss@eventcorp.com.au 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:
Rapid Response Facility: The Rapid Response Facility (RRF) is an emergency small grants programme jointly operated by Fauna & Flora International (FFI), UNESCO World Heritage Centre, and the United Nations Foundation. With a target processing time for grant applications of just 8 working days, the RRF provides rapid support to enable conservation practitioners to tackle emergencies in some of the World’s most important sites for biodiversity.  To date it has supported 16 rapid interventions in 14 UNESCO designated natural World Heritage sites, responding to the conservation impacts of a range of emergencies such as natural disaster, armed conflict and sudden increases in illegal activity within these protected areas.
Those interested in approaching the RRF for emergency funding should see www.rapid-response.org, which provides details on application procedures, funding criteria, and case studies of past RRF grants.
The Crawford Fund is now calling for nominations for its Crawford Fund Fellowship for 2010: The Crawford Fund Fellowship has been set up to provide further training for an agricultural scientist whose work has shown potential. This prestigious Award provides an opportunity for the successful candidate to spend a period of focussed study and training in Australia, with resulting benefits to the Awardee as well as to their country's agriculture and to Australia. Candidates should be below the age of 35 and from a selected group of developing countries (Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burma, Cambodia, East Timor, Fiji, Indonesia, Laos, Nepal, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Is, Tonga, Tuvalu and Kiribati, Vanuatu or Vietnam). The training will take place at an Australian institution and will emphasise the application of knowledge to increase agricultural production in the Fellow's home country. For information on previous Fellows, please go to http://www.crawfordfund.org/awards/cf_fellowship.htm The closing date for nominations is 12 April 2010. Nomination Forms and the Terms and Conditions are on our website at www.crawfordfund.org Please note that nominations require the support of an Australian citizen and the Officer-in-Charge of the nominees Institute or Department. If you have any queries about the Fellowship, please contact Marchien van Oostende at The Crawford Fund, email: moostende@crawfordfund.org 
Cathy Reade

Coordinator - Public Awareness

Crawford Fund

Ph/Fax: 07 54483095

Mobile: 0413 575 934

www.crawfordfund.org
AUSTRALIA ANNOUNCES FUNDING PRIORITIES FOR PACIFIC CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION: The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Stephen Smith, and the Minister for Climate Change and Water, Penny Wong, today announced funding priorities to assist Pacific Island countries to meet the immediate challenges of climate change. The Government has previously announced $150 million for the International Climate Change Adaptation Initiative. The Initiative aims to meet high priority climate adaptation needs in vulnerable countries in our region.

Of this $150 million Initiative, $75 million has previously been allocated and $50 million is being allocated today. Of this $50 million, $25 million will be allocated to help implement high priority, practical adaptation programs in Pacific island countries, including:
· working with the agricultural sector to address food security issues;

· protecting water supplies and essential infrastructure;

· improving coastal zone management to increase the resilience of coastal areas and community settlements to climate change; and

· supporting disaster preparedness and disaster risk reduction programs.
A further $12 million will be provided for the Pacific Adaptation Strategy Assistance Program to strengthen the capacity of Pacific Island countries to assess their vulnerabilities to climate change and develop adaptation strategies. This will help Pacific Island countries to build the skills and knowledge they need for long-term decision making to prepare for climate change. Australia will also contribute:

· $6 million to support Pacific regional organisations to undertake adaptation work on issues such as fisheries management and crop diversity;

· $4.3 million investment will be made upgrading sea level monitoring stations in Pacific countries; and 

· $2.7 million will be spent in partnership with non-government organisations working on adaptation in the region.

Australia is committed to decisive action on climate change both at home and globally, and recognises that building resilience to climate change is critically important for vulnerable countries in the Pacific. Of the $75 million previously allocated, amounts include:

· $14.8m of funding for the Pacific announced by the Prime Minister at last year’s Forum in Niue;

· $20m for the Pacific Climate Change Science Program; and

· $40m for the World Bank’s Pilot Programme for Climate Resilience.

For more information please visit www.ausaid.gov.au/keyaid/adaptation.cfm 

AVAILABLE NEWSLETTERS/REPORTS: The following newsletters, flyers and reports are also available as a PDF through PILN upon request and also at the PILN webpage found at www.sprep.org:  The following newsletters are available this month. 
1. Double Trouble edition 4 - Pests and Climate Change ebulletin.
2. Wetland International Global Newsletter Feb. 2010
3. IUCN Oceania Regional Newsletter February, 2010
INTERSTING NEWS/LINKS/WEBSITES:
Adelante Consulting has produced a new interactive app for iPhones, called The Plant Doctor. The app is now available at the iTunes store (download is free). The Plant Doctor http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewSoftware?id=349613537&mt=8 
[PAG-L] New baiting strategies get wins with LFA: 

http://www.mauinews.com/page/content.detail/id/528585.html?nav=10
Accommodators battle with pests: Flies, thrip bugs and mynah birds are hurting the business of Puaikura vaka accommodation operators and they say they want government to help them control the pests. The pest issue was a big issue when accomodation operators in the area were invited to share their concerns with infrastructure minister William ‘Smiley’ Heather yesterday. A Rarotongan Beach Resort and Spa representative claimed mynah birds ‘attacking staff and guests’ is becoming a real issue. Guests are reportedly saying they won’t come back because of the ‘aggressive’ birds which are especially annoying in the open-air restaurant. Another operator suggested rat traps could be used to kill the birds as they had just recently caught mynah instead of mice in traps. The minister was asked if government could consider an eradication or control problem for the bird. Government is still trying to control the fly problem at the Arorangi waste facility and has now amped up its spraying campaign there to once a week to contain the large number of flies breeding there. But it looks like the new pest on the rock, the thrips bug, is causing even more concern. Not only are accommodators worried about the damaging effect on plants and trees, they say swarms of the tiny black insects are hanging around their properties and annoying tourists. The minister has agreed to take all the accommodation operators concerns to relevant government ministries to see whether some of these problems can be fixed. - HG

Ms. Nanette Woonton

Associate Media and Publications Officer

The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)

T: (685) 66305

F: (685) 20231

W: www.sprep.org
Re New Publications of interest: rodents, mustelids cats and rabbits:

1. Alison Fern Watkins, Judith L. McWhirter and Carolyn M. King (2010) Patchiness in distribution of rodents and mustelids in New Zealand forests. Wildlife Research 37(1) 1318 Abstract: http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/144/paper/WR09088.htm 
2. Anna Gsell, John Innes, Pim de Monchy and Dianne Brunton (2010) The success of using trained dogs to locate sparse rodents in pest-free sanctuaries. Wildlife Research 37(1) 3946 Abstract: http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/144/paper/WR09117.htm 
3. Elizabeth M. Metsers, Philip J. Seddon and Yolanda M. van Heezik (2010) Cat-exclusion zones in rural and urban-fringe landscapes: how large would they have to be? Wildlife Research 37(1) 4756 Abstract: http://www.publish..csiro.au/nid/144/paper/WR09070.htm 
4. J. E. Kinnear, C. J. Krebs, C. Pentland, P. Orell, C. Holme and R. Karvinen (2010) Predator-baiting experiments for the conservation of rock-wallabies in Western Australia: a 25-year review with recent advances.  Wildlife Research 37(1) 5767 Abstract: http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/144/paper/WR09046.htm 
5. S. R. McPhee and K. L. Butler (2010) Long-term impact of coordinated warren ripping programmes on rabbit populations. Wildlife Research 37(1) 6875 Abstract: http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/144/paper/WR09103.htm 
Shyama Pagad

Manager, Information Services

IUCN SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group Regional Office for the Pacific

(New Zealand) University of Auckland

Tel +64 9 3737599 (X88624). Fax +64 9 3737042

www.issg.org/<http://www.issg.org/>
www.issg.org/database/welcome/<http://www.issg.org/database/welcome/>
Samoa News|Land Grant/CNR hosts workshop to tackle invasive species: This may be of interest to you:
http://www.samoanews.com/viewstory.php?storyid=12702&edition=1265709600&newssection=LocalNews 

[PAG-L] Wasmannia sniffer: http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/ofiras-electric-nose-gives-ants-no-chance-20100227-pa5s.html 
[ALLISCS-DISCUSS-L] Impact of nature’s invading aliens measured for first time: Gateway page: http://www.iucn.org/what/biodiversity/?4561/Impact-of-natures-invading-aliens-measured-for-first-time
Full text of article (entitled "Global indicators of biological invasion: species numbers, biodiversity impact and policy responses"):
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/fulltext/123243506/PDFSTART??CRETRY=1&SRETRY=0
[PAG-L] ARS news on biological control initiatives: http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2010/100128.htm
CBD Notification 2010-031 - January 2010 issue of the Monthly Bulletin of Activities (MBA) of the Convention on Biological Diversity: Monthly Bulletin of Activities (MBA) of the Convention on Biological Diversity is now available on the Secretariat website at: http://www.cbd.int/doc/mba/2010/mba-2010-01-en.pd
Just to let you know that we have posted the Official You Tube video of the IYB on the events page of the ISSG website http://www.issg.org/events.htm 
Shyama Pagad

Manager, Information Services

Regional Office for the Pacific (New Zealand)

IUCN SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group

School of Biological Sciences

University of Auckland

Tel +64 9 3737599 (X88624)

Fax +64 9 3737042

www.issg.org/ 
www.issg.org/database/welcome/ 
New Open Access Journal: Dear colleagues: A new international online, Open Access journal devoted to works related with Management of Biological Invasions is now available. It is open to potential contributions dealing with ecological-conservation, environmental, methodological and social aspects on this subject. Contributions must be oriented to real practice, or show implications for wildlife management. First issue is now being built. The contributions are being published upon acceptance and review. It is expected to launch two issues per number and year. First issue is open for contributors. Articles are published inmediately after acceptance. Anyone interested may consult the scope, current editorial board and style: www.managementofbiologicalinvasions.net This journal may be an interesting platform for managers and researchers, as well as for technicians belonging different disciplines (ecologists, sociologists, mathematicians, professionals of informatics, economists, etc.). Of course, it would be acknowledged including a link to the journal in websites in case you consider an interesting option. Hope this information may be of interest for List-Members. In case of any doubt or contribution and/or suggestions just contact the editor in chief or to me. Editor in Chief: Elías Dana editor@managementofbiologicalinvasions.net
Juan Luis Rodríguez

LuengoDirección General
del Medio NaturalGobierno de CanariasCrtra. de La Esperanza, km. 0.7
La Laguna
38170 S/C de Tenerife
Islas Canarias
España
Here is the link for the IPM CRSP FY 2009 Annual Report:
http://www.oired.vt.edu/ipmcrsp/communications/annrepts/Phase%20III%20Annual%20Report%202008%20-%202009.pdf 

Please let me have details of any work and/or actions you are planning and would like to include in next months posting due out MARCH 31 2010. Also your comments and suggestions on the Soundbites are always welcome. SOIFUA
Mark J. Bonin (Interim Coordinator)
Pacific Invasives Learning Network [PILN]

P.O. Box 240

Apia, Samoa

Phone: (+685) 21929 ext. 280 Direct Line: (+685) 66280

Mobile: (+685) 771-7934

SKYPE: mark.james.bonin
Email: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org 
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