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NETWORK NEWS:
PILN Soundbites: PILN Soundbites are a monthly issue of network and other news around the region focusing on invasive species management and biodiversity conservation. All issues of the PILN Soundbites will continue to be available on the PILN Webpage found on the SPREP website: www.sprep.org/piln. We are still in the progress of updating and redesigning the PILN Webpage to accommodate all the new information and materials as promised. We expect to have this all sorted out within the next month so please bear with us. Please feel free to share this Soundbite with your fellow colleagues and networks that may also find this information of interest.
Your continued contributions and inputs to the Soundbites is as always welcome and as there have been some changes to the Soundbites original style, format and content your comments are greatly appreciated. Soundbites have traditionally been sent as a text Email and not as an attachment and as these grow in length of information with more and more links to other information please let us know if you still prefer this format email some of your thoughts, comments and suggestions to: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org.
Thank you.
PILN 2009 Network Meeting: Funding is still being sought to support our next Network meeting targeted at present for the last quarter of this year. We are currently looking at venue options and costs to hold this important meeting and as it is not likely we will be able to fund the same number of participants as in the past we encourage all countries, teams and organizations to allocate appropriate funding for their participation in the meeting.
As always we would wish to make the best of this opportunity and therefore would like to ask everyone for any comments and suggestions on location, venue, content, field trips, etc. We are currently investigating the possibility of Samoa hosting the meeting and we will keep you posted as to the outcome. Should no other countries or teams be able to host such a meeting then we will continue to make plans for Samoa and/or a centralized regional location in order to reduce costs. Please remember that PILN is a participant-driven network and therefore your input is invaluable.
MEETING/CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS/NEWS:

Dear All, I am glad to inform you that EPPO and the Council of Europe are organizing a workshop on the code of conduct of horticulture and invasive alien plants that they are developing. This will take place in Norway on 2009-06-04/05. More information is available at: http://archives.eppo.org/MEETINGS/2009_conferences/conf_codeofconduct.htm
Cheers
Sarah Brunel
Scientific Officer "Invasive Alien Plants"
EPPO/OEPP1, rue le Nôtre75016 PARIS
Tél: +33-1-45-20-77-94
Fax : +33-1-42-24-89-43
Mail: brunel@eppo.fr
Web: www.eppo.org
From: Annie Simpson [mailto:asimpson@usgs.gov]

Subject: Abstracts for ICBI

Dear Colleagues:

The abstract deadline for the International Congress on Biological Invasions (ICBI) is 01 May. Its theme is managing biological invasions under global change. These meetings will draw experts like yourselves from all over the globe to discuss many aspects of the invasive species issue.

As organizer of symposium 12 (Knowledge management, decision making tools, capacity development and public awareness), I hope you will be submitting a related abstract. For more details, please visit http://www.icbi2009.org. Please let me know if you need any more information.

Annie Simpson

National Biological Information Infrastructure US Geological Survey Mailstop 302

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive

Reston, VA 20192

asimpson@usgs.gov

703.648.4281 desk

703.473.7516 mobile
We now invite all those who wish to present a paper to the conference: Island Invasives: Eradication and Management, to be held at Tamaki Campus, University of Auckland, New Zealand, from 8 to 12 February 2010, to submit their abstracts. Go to http://www.cbb.org.nz/conferences.asp to pick up the links to PDF files about abstracts (one link) and preparing a paper for inclusion in the conference proceedings (second link lower down the page). This conference is hosted by the Centre for Biodiversity and Biosecurity (University of Auckland & Landcare Research), in collaboration with the IUCN/SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group. Please forward this email to as many other lists and individuals as you can. Your help to attract presenters will make this a better conference.
Dick Veitch

Manager, Island Invasives Conference

48 Manse Road

Papakura 2113

New Zealand 

Ph/fax +64 9 298 5775

dveitch@kiwilink.co.nz 

2009.05.22 International Biodiversity Day Symposium 2009: Invasive Alien Species

Time: 10:00-17:40

Location: UNU Headquarters, Tokyo, Japan

Contact: Yuko Okada, UNU Centre

The 2009 International Biodiversity Day Symposium will be held on May 22 at the United Nations University Headquarters in Tokyo. Focusing on the issue of invasive alien species, the symposium will provide an opportunity to enhance the understanding of the issue through keynote presentation and panel discussion by researchers and practitioners in the field.

Simultaneous English-Japanese interpretation will be provided. This symposium is organized by National Institute for Environmental Studies, UNU-ISP, UNU-IAS, the Global Environment Information Centre (GEIC), and the Ministry of the Environment, Japan. http://www.unu.edu/reg/ibd/
KANEDA Masato

Biodiversity Network Japan

1182-3 Nagae Hayama

Kanagawa pref. 240-0113

Phone/Fax [+81] (0)468-76-3446

E-mail: kndmst@kndmst.net
Vertebrate Pest Management Conference Announcement: The 7th European Vertebrate Pest Management Conference (7EVPMC) will be held in Lyon, France from September 8th, 2009 to September 12th. The European Vertebrate Pest Management Conference is a biennial meeting aiming at gathering people from different backgrounds interested in the issues of vertebrate pest management. The former meetings have been held so far in York, United Kingdom (1997), Braunschweig, Germany (1999), SeKibbutz Ma'aleh Hachamisha, Israel (2001), Parma, Italy (2003) Budapest, Hungary (2005) and Reading, United Kingdom (2007). The 7EVPMC website is now open online for registration, abstract submission and to contact us at http://7evpmc.vet-lyon.fr/
CALL FOR PAPERS: We are now accepting abstracts for this meeting. Only electronic submission on the web site will be considered for either poster or oral presentations in the following topics: 

· Fundamental Biology

· Behaviour

· Population Management

· Habitat Management

· Integrated Pest Management

· Environmental Impacts and Ecotoxicology

· Rodenticide Resistance

· Invasive species

· Zoonoses (epidemiology, risk assessment)

Please follow the requirements specified on the web site. The deadline for submission is April 30th, 2009. Authors will be notified of acceptance/rejection by June 30th, 2009.
Sixth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions: Portland State University, Portland, Oregon USA August 24-27, 2009 Conference Theme: Marine Bioinvaders: Agents of Change in a Changing World

Call for Abstracts: The Sixth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions will be held at Portland State University (Oregon, USA) from 24-27 August 2009. Entitled "Marine Bioinvaders: Agents of Change in a Changing World", the conference organizers encourage you to submit abstract to any of the following general themes:
1) Ecological and evolutionary impacts

2) How changing global conditions, including climate, will influence bioinvasions

3) Predicting the scale and diversity of invasions

4) Measuring and/or predicting spread on regional and global scales

5) Invasion patterns over time and space: does the past predict the future?

6) Detection, identification, and tracking-to-origin capabilities

7) Management, rapid response, eradication, and restoration

8) Recreational vessels as vectors of invasive species

9) Education and outreach: is the message reaching the right audience?
Special sessions for invited presenters include:

A) Advances in detection - with a focus on the development of molecular tools for detection and monitoring

B) Green crab management and ecology

C) Lionfish - causes of invasion, consequences, solutions

D) Propagule Pressure

Please note abstracts can be submitted at the conference website http://www.clr.pdx.edu/mbic/ until 31 March 2009. If you are an early-career participant (graduate student nearing completion or post-doctoral researcher) and would like your abstract to be considered for a travel award please indicate so on your abstract submission form. At present, we can offer partial support ~ approximately $500 USD. Because some awards are region-specific, don't forget to indicate the country in which you work. Please feel free to distribute this to interested colleagues and students. Conference announcement suitable for posting can be found here: http://www.clr.pdx.edu/mbic/mbic_announcement.pdf. We look forward to an informative conference!
International Workshop on Biological Control of Invasive Species affecting Pacific Island Forests, Agriculture and the Environment: - Change of Date

Originally targeted for early April 2009 in Nadi, Fiji, the meeting is now being planned for August 2009, at the same location. A small sub-group of PILN partners continues to work on the funding and agenda for this workshop in response to a request from participants at the 2007 PILN Network Meeting in Moorea. We intend to bring together biological control practitioners and decision makers from throughout the Pacific Region with an interest in biological control of invasive species on Pacific Islands. The objectives of the workshop are to:
· Review biological control activities in the Pacific to date

· Increase support for and communication about the use of biological control
· Identify capacity gaps (staffing and infrastructure) and other barriers to biological control
· Develop a plan for increasing the use of biological control as a means of managing widespread invasive species in the Pacific Islands
· Identify potential funding sources for regional approaches.
As funds are limited, attendance has been capped at 50 and is therefore by invitation. Others interested in attending (if funds permit), or receiving the proceedings of the workshop, or being involved in any subsequent activities or communication should contact one of the following: Warea Orapa– WareaO@spc.int; Lynley Hayes- HayesL@Landcareresearch.co.nz; Anne Marie LaRosa– alarosa@fs.fes.us; or Mark Bonin– Markb@sprep.org 

2nd Regional Miconia Conference May 4-7 2009 Maui, Hawaii
From Pat Billy TNC Hawaii (pbily@TNC.ORG): For any PILN/ PII/ PIP members that deal with Miconia. Please note that there are already speakers coming from Tahiti, New Caledonia, and Australia. As Maui has been undertaking the most intense effort to control what Hawaii considers to be its worst pest plant, it is an appropriate site for this 2nd International Miconia Conference; the 1st conference took place in Tahiti in the late 1990's. A flyer and draft program, are available upon request otherwise refer and link to website: http://www.hear.org/conferences/miconia2009/
It is hoped that there is interest from fellow PILN/ PII/ PIP members that are facing this same problem. Regardless, we will be happy to send out the conference proceedings to those interested after the event and when available.
NEWS FROM PARTNERS/OTHERS:
From Kate Brown-Vitolio [SPREP Strategy Action Advisor]: I will be taking on the new position of Global Island Partnership Coordinator (GLISPA) with IUCN. What is GLISPA: GLISPA assists islands in addressing one of the world’s greatest challenges: to conserve and sustainably use the invaluable island natural resources that support people, cultures, and livelihoods in islands around the world. It brings together island nations and nations with islands — small and large, developing and developed — to mobilize leadership, increase resources and share skills, knowledge, technologies and innovations in a cost-effective and sustainable way that will catalyze action for conservation and sustainable livelihoods on islands. IUCN has been identified by GLISPA partners as the global host for the Partnership’s coordination functions.
I will basically be coordinating the implementation of GLISPA’s 2010 Strategy which is focused on promoting action for island conservation and sustainable livelihoods. In this role I look forward to continuing to work with many of the people and organizations that we have worked with through SPREP’s activities both within and outside the Pacific region.

I have been with SPREP for exactly 8 years and have enjoyed the amazing people I have worked with both in and out of SPREP, in countries, in partner organizations, donors and further afield. I am especially thankful for all of the things that I have learnt, for what people have taken the time to share, for the partnerships and friendships that have come out of this experience. I leave SPREP with a great commitment to islands and in particular those in the Pacific. I wish everyone well and welcome anyone in the vicinity of Washington, DC to come and have a coffee and a chat.
With best wishes

Kate

Contact Details from May 19th:
New Contact Details:

Kate Brown-Vitolio

Global Island Partnership Coordinator

IUCN-USA Multilateral Office

1630 Connecticut Ave NW

Washington, DC. 20009
From PILN Interim Coordinator: Kate you will be greatly missed by all at SPREP and especially those of us here at PILN as you have been undoubtedly our greatest ally and supporter since PILN’s inception and guided and supported us throughout the years. All the best to you and your family in all your future endeavors.
From Batiri Hughes [PII Programme Support Officer]: Meeting to Design a ‘Resource Kit for rodent and cat eradication projects’

On 6th and 7th April 2009, the Pacific Invasives Initiative (PII) convened a meeting to design a Resource Kit for rodent and cat eradication projects at the University of Auckland, New Zealand. Attending the meeting were practitioners from the Pacific namely, Fiji, Kiribati, Samoa and New Caledonia; PILN Coordinator and experts from New Zealand Department of Conservation; Island Conservation and the private sector. The participation of the Pacific practitioners was very important to ensure that the Resource Kit being developed by PII is suitable for their needs and those of their colleagues working on rodent and cat eradication projects in the Pacific.

The meeting was very productive in terms of building the profile of the target users, scoping the content, clarifying roles and agreeing on the format. The meeting also provided an opportunity for learning and sharing experiences and challenges of eradication projects.
The resource kit will comprise a collection of practical tools that are designed to enable invasive species management workers in the Pacific to assess, plan, implement, monitor, evaluate and report on their rodent and cat eradication projects. The kit will be developed with input from a team of specialists and will be peer reviewed. To ensure that the material is suitable, a reference group made up of practitioners in the Pacific including those that attended the meeting will be established to get feedback as development of the kit progresses. The resource kit will be completed by July 2010.
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:
From Susi Menazza TNC Senior Policy Adviser Asia Pacific
Please find attached information about the Chevening Scholarship 2009-2010 forwarded by our UNEP-WCMC colleagues. This can be a great opportunity for an islander to spend a year in Cambridge working on island-related issues and projects such as the new Global Island Database (more on this soon).

Aims of the scholarship: The scheme aims to help young professionals prepare for a role in national and regional policy development and decision-making to resolve biodiversity-related challenges. Over a period of one year, and with support from the Centre's staff, they will:
· Review and analyze available information on the status of biodiversity and its conservation and sustainable use, focusing on particular species, ecosystems or conservation approaches

· Develop reports, tools and/or other outputs relevant to the identified area of work with specific recommendations for their implementation and use by policymakers and practitioners

Successful candidates work alongside UNEP-WCMC staff, helping to enhance the Centre’s knowledge base on biodiversity and its conservation, and supporting preparation of information products and services to decision makers ranging from UNEP to the private sector and from governments to the international environmental agreements.

Subject areas: In order to maximize opportunities for building experience, candidates are particularly sought to work on the following areas of the Centre’s activities: 

· Policy-relevant research on climate change and biodiversity issues , including: the impacts of mitigation policy on biodiversity (reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, biofuels); developing adaptation plans for biodiversity in developing countries; relationships between biodiversity and carbon storage.

· Enhancing the World Database on Protected Areas, including: review of information on particular countries and regions; analysis and assessment of particular protected area related issues; gap analysis; impacts on local peoples; and protected area management effectiveness.

· Delivering indicators for assessing progress in achieving the 2010 global biodiversity target, including: helping to develop and test global and regional indicators; reviewing links between indicators and assessing their relevance to policy; and clarifying links between global indicators and national datasets.

· Providing information services related to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, including: analysis of information for particular taxa and/or regions.

· Research, synthesis, analysis and mapping of marine and coastal biodiversity issues including: sustainable use of marine and coastal goods and services; responses to current and emerging issues such as climate change, assessment of the marine environment, high/deep-seas issues, and the 2012 MPA target.

· Biodiversity informatics, especially geospatial aspects, web mapping, service oriented architectures, distributed metadata catalogues, distributed modeling and data management tools, also development of standards compliant web mapping services and transactional web feature servers. A minimum of twelve months software development experience plus ESRI or Open Source GIS knowledge is required for this area of work.
AVAILABLE NEWSLETTERS/REPORTS: The following newsletters, flyers and reports are also available as a PDF through PILN upon request and also at the PILN webpage found at www.sprep.org: 
1. CEPF Newsletter
2. MNRE March Newsletter
INTERSTING LINKS/WEBSITES:
Unregulated Biofuel Crops Pose Invasive Pest Risk Science Daily (Apr. 22, 2009) — Researchers with the University of Hawaii Pacific Cooperative Studies Unit have examined the impact of unregulated planting of biofuel crops for their potential invasiveness and raised concerns about their impacts on Hawaii's environment. Their findings conclude that biofuel crops proposed for use in the Hawaiian Islands are two to four times more likely to establish wild populations or be invasive in Hawaii and in other tropical areas when compared to a random sample of other introduced plants. Recent spikes in energy costs and political instability in many oil-rich regions of the world are driving a search for homegrown alternatives to traditional fossil fuels, such as coal, oil and natural gas. Biofuel crops are often touted as a "green" solution to U.S. dependence on foreign oil and have been promoted for stimulus package "green jobs". Despite the potential benefits, researchers say biofuel crops actually might be aggressive invasive plants grown under the guise of beneficial crops. The researchers used a weed risk assessment that examines a plant's biology, geographic origin, pest status elsewhere, and published information on its behavior in Hawaii to identify plants with a high risk of becoming invasive pests in Hawaii or other Pacific islands. Despite these findings, researchers say some high risk biofuel crops could be grown if measures are implemented that reduce their risk of spreading out of control and causing unintended problems. "By identifying the species with the highest risk, and pushing for planting guidelines and precautionary measures prior to widespread planting, we hope to spare the Hawaiian Islands and similar tropical ecosystems from future economic and environmental costs of the worst invaders while encouraging and promoting the use of lower risk alternative crops," said Christopher Buddenhagen, co-author of "Assessing Biofuel Crop Invasiveness: A Case Study." See study - http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0005261
Members might like to know about the new on-line diagnostic information of exotic plant pests and diseases available on the PaDIL website, that's the Pest and Disease Image Library. It has been developed by the Cooperative Research Centre for National Plant Biosecurity in collaboration with a number of organizations concerned with plant health in Australia. Plant Protection New from the Office of the Chief Plant Protection Officer says: A web-based toolbox to aid with the diagnosis of exotic plant pests and diseases is now available. The Plant Biosecurity Toolbox provides plant health workers with a collection of detailed diagnostic information on exotic plant pests. This information can be used to support more rapid and confident confirmation of pest species that threaten Australian agriculture. The toolbox includes:
· information on biology and taxonomy of pests

· diagnostic morphological, biochemical and molecular tests

· images of pests, host symptoms and damage

· reference materials and links to related websites, and contact details for experts and accredited diagnostic laboratories.

The functions and content of the toolbox will continue to evolve to ensure diagnostic protocols can be accessed in the field. The Cooperative Research Centre for National Plant Biosecurity developed the toolbox in collaboration with a number of organizations concerned with plant health in Australia. The toolbox can be viewed at http://www.padil.gov.au/pbt.
From the Australian: http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,25197,25267214-5013404,00.html Heartless ants could spell doom for cane toads Leigh Dayton, Science writer | March 31, 2009 THE fearsome native "meat ant" promises to be a powerful new weapon against Australia's most hated feral pest, the cane toad. While causing little harm to native toads and frogs, the ant, Iridomyrmex reburrus, attacks and devours young cane toads at the most vulnerable time of their life, claim ecologist Rick Shine and his Sydney University colleagues Georgia Ward-Fear, Gregory Brown and Matthew Greenlees. "It's a pretty terrifying challenge for a young toad with limited ability to escape when suddenly a bunch of these voracious ants turn up," said Professor Shine. Writing today in the British journal Functional Ecology, the team report that because the toad, Bufo marinus, originated in Central and South America it has physical and behavioral traits that make it vulnerable to attack from the ant. They argue that by tapping into this "ecological trap", it should be possible to devise ways to bring ants and toadlettes together without putting native species at risk. According to Professor Shine, the key flaw in the cane toad's otherwise successful invasion of Australia's tropical north is the fact that, unlike native species, it doesn't hide during the day in bushes or other sheltered locations.
"The big tragedy for baby toads is that they're active during daytime hours. Unfortunately for them, that puts them in contact with a ravenous Australian predator which hunts during the day," he said. In a series of experiments with cane toads and seven native species -conducted at the university's Tropical Ecology Research Facility in the Northern Territory - the team teased out other Achilles' heels of the cane toad. Specifically, it lays its eggs in the dry season when water is low and there' little protective vegetation at the pond's edge. While enormous as an adult the toad is smaller than local amphibians when making the critical transformation from tadpole to toadlette. It doesn't have the leg-power to leap quickly away from attacking ants. Worse, it doesn't watch for the ant as do local species. The final kiss of death for baby Bufo is that its potent toxin doesn't faze ants. The compound attacks the heart of vertebrate predators and ants, of course, are heartless. According to Professor Shine, the group plans to trial ways of encouraging meat ants to build colonies near toad breeding ponds. One way would be to plant trees the ants favor. Once they've put ants and toads through their paces, Professor Shine said they would combine the tactic with other bio-control measures to enhance the deadly punch. But before ants are put to work in the wild the approach must be trialed, Professor Shine cautioned: "We have to be absolutely certain there's no collateral damage. The example of the toad itself shows us the potential risk."

Dear colleagues,

You may be interested in the latest news from Denis Island in the Seychelles – success with translocated white eyes and suspicion with regards mynah bird predation:

http://denisisland.blogspot.com/
Regards, 

Dr Jill Key
International Training Centre

Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust
Les Noyers

La Profonde Rue

Jersey JE3 5BP

Tel: (01534) 860050
Fax: (01534) 860002

jill.key@durrell.org
www.durrell.org
Double Trouble - the Invasive Species Council's pests and climate change bulletin 

The Invasive Species Council has just issued its first e-bulletin on the interactions of climate change and invasive species. It can be found at: http://invasives.org.au/doubletrouble/doubletrouble1.html.
Anyone can subscribe to the bulletin (free). Below is the introduction and two of the stories featured. We invite researchers to advise us of relevant research suitable for future bulletins, which will come out about every 2 months. The excerpts below are linked to a blog site with the full story and references. Correspondence can be directed to isc@invasives.org.au. 

Aplin KP, Brown PB, Jacob J, Krebs CJ, Singleton GR. 2003. Field Methods for Rodent Studies in Asia and the Indo-Pacific. ACIAR Monograph No. 100, 223p, Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research, Canberra. The whole vol is online and can be found at: 

http://www.irri.org/irrc/Rodents/publications.asp#Field_Methods_for_Rodent_Studies_in_Asia_and_the_Indo-Pacific Chapter 11 which has data on R exulans, R rattus plus the other possible species (E.g. R . praetor and R. mordax)  is at: http://www.irri.org/irrc/Rodents/publications/field%20methods-Part%203.pdf
From: Duncan R. MacRae I received a great response concerning mapping threats and values. I have tried to summarize the links and papers that were attached below, just in case any one else can use them.

Links:

USDA Forest service threats from invasive species: 

http://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/technology/invasive_species.shtml
Invasive Ant species in New Zealand: 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/research/biocons/invertebrates/ants/Publications.asp Assessing Invasive Animals in Australia, 2008; extensive reports and mapping

Tools.

http://www.invasiveanimals.com/research/detection_and_prevention/12.d.1/index.html http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/protect/index.html
http://www.invasiveanimals.com/research/detection_and_prevention/index.html
Biosecurity New Zealand (MAFBNZ) - current project underway to map coastal marine values and potential impacts of AIS. Direct link to the report:

http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/files/pests/salt-freshwater/mapping-coastal-waters.pdf 

Interesting Web Blog on Invasives:

http://invasivespecies.blogspot.com/2009/03/ask-invasive-species-expert.html 

From Dr. Scot Nelson UOH: I have created a new, interactive website for my plant disease information and for online diagnosis of plant pest problems in Hawaii and the tropics. Users may choose to join the site and create a user name and subscribe to newsletters and gain full access to site functions. The Plant Doctor - http://www.plant-doctor.net Features of this website (all materials authored or edited by Dr. Scot Nelson):

· Downloads for materials authored or edited by Scot Nelson (plant disease articles, books, book chapters, newsletters, computer software, conference proceedings, diagnostic field guides, posters, presentations, plant pathology teaching material, research articles, and unpublished materials)

· Links to other websites (The Noni Website, Banana Bunchy Top)

· Videos (online)

· Illustrated Glossary of Tropical Plant Pests
· Pest and Disease Image Galleries (many crops)

· Hawaii's Top Crops, Top Diseases (also here as .PDf file)

· Forums for members to post messages and attach photos

· Chat lobby for communication among members

· Newsletters to which members can subscribe. I will migrate future issues of "Hawaii Plant Disease" from constantcontact.com to the new plant-doctor.net and will include your e-mail address on the distribution list... However, you are welcome to also become a member of plant-doctor.net and submit questions or upload content.

· Image of the Day - new plant pest and disease images appear frequently.

· News and articles about important diseases in the tropics

· Calendar of educational events and workshops

· Search for material on the site

There are also a guestbook, quizzes and polls. Soon we will add a searchable online database for Hawaii plant pathogens and diseases recorded by the UH-CTAHR Hawaii County ADSC (Agricultural Diagnostic Service Center) from 1995-2008 and a free digital copy of "Checklist of Plant Diseases in Hawaii" by Raabe et al (1981). Please contact me if you have any problems using the site (it is under construction and there may be a few bugs). Thank you. Dr. Scot C. Nelson
22nd May marks the International Day for Biological Diversity (IDB). Organized by the Convention on Biological Diversity, this year the celebration has a focus on a subject of great relevance to Ramsar – Invasive Alien Species (IAS). Recognized by the Millennium Ecosystem assessment as one of the five key drivers of change in wetland ecosystems, invasive species are assessed as having a high impact on wetland biodiversity over the last century with inland waters suffering rather more seriously than coastal waters. The other four key drivers are habitat change, climate change, overexploitation and pollution. Why does it matter? Apart from the known losses of local species through the impact of invasive aliens, the cost to human society of IAS damage and control is huge. At a global scale, the annual cost is estimated at US$ 1.4 trillion (for all invasive species, not just those associated with wetlands). To take but one wetland example, the cost water hyacinth and other water weeds in developing countries related to water use is estimated as US$ 100 million per year. The CBD has developed quite a number of materials for the IDB that provide excellent information sources on IAS and of course these can be used if you intend to run an IDB day event on the 22nd of this month. Start here http://www.cbd.int/idb/2009/. On this web page you will find links to a downloadable poster, a bookmark, as well an illustrated 24-page booklet Invasive Alien Species: a threat to biodiversity. After a brief introduction, chapters helpfully cover threats and impacts, pathways of invasion, climate change and IAS, and then a section on what can be done (the latter variously addressing policy makers, consumers, landowners, educators and youth). A final section on what you should NOT do is aimed at pet owners, travelers, boaters and fishers, and horticulturists/landowners. There is also a helpful glossary at the end to define some of the technical words in the text. Scroll to the bottom of the IDB web page and you will find a reference and link to a useful publication from The Nature Conservancy called Assessing and Managing Invasive Species within Protected Areas. Protected Area Quick Guide Series. Amongst other things, this helpfully (and concisely) looks at assessing IAS threats, prevention and pathways, management control and restoration, management planning for invasive species in PAs etc. With best wishes, Sandra Hails, Ramsar Secretariat
COUNTRY ACTIVITIES/ACTION PLANS: Not all teams and their achievements and or plans are included here and for those missed out it just means I failed to catch up with you in time, so apologies and please give us some news for the next issues.

No reports this issue:

Please let me have details of any work and/or actions you are planning and would like to include in next months posting due out MAY 29, 2009. Also your comments and suggestions on the Soundbites are always welcome.
SOIFUA



PILN SOUNDBITES APRIL 2009











