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! Linking Population and Environment
A Key Issue for Sustainable Development

Most Pacific island populations environmental changes through

are growing at a moderale to high increased populations, techno-

pace. Over the last decade, logical change and economic

population growth rates have activities directly affect the

remained steady or increased, quality of life of Pacific islanders,

slowing almost only where there is including, their culture and
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! for at least DI Rone generation as important are how much new environment under increasing pressure
| so many Pacilic islanders are still lifestyles, technologies and eco- il AR

YA e nomic practices consume resources
‘ Papulation growth s a significant and generate wastes; and ways in 4 3
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This linking of people and

ment. I 2 . lation issues must be integrated into all
| economic activity - particularly ;
: policies and programmes for economic
Popu!a tion and | where there is also poorly planned and social development and the envi-
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_ _ ment and overtaxed urban services- Ecioing widespread cancerm of the
Population and environment - has serious environmental and regiorn ovarenvlro‘:\mentallhreats TR
issues are linked in two important economic consequences on small o= ticloiie olifg, BEARH dump;ng o
ways: islands. radioactive and toxic wastes, and pos-
B4 ke size and other characteristics et piig ¥9 sible sea-level rise, the Port Vila Decla-
of a human population are related ration promised support for policies that
to the impact of human activities minimise environmental damage and
on the environment. the impact on peoples’ health and wel-
fare.

Global climate change and possible
sea-level rise would have severe con-
sequences for Pacific islands. Both the

Population concentration in main island and largest city causes and effects of global climate
change are beyond the control of Pacific

Fil === == —_———=—— —— island countries. Yet even at an early
e — stage global climate change would have

Selomonn i ‘ serious economic and social repercus-
Vanuatu H_ﬂ_ - === sions on the small, low-lying islands of
W.5amoa  e— : = = the region, on the coastal zones of all
Tonga *__ . — ’ I Main island | otherislands, and in high altitude areas,
Marshalls _‘ ] particularly in Papua New Guinea. Some
Kirball e — M Largest city | Pacific islanders could even become

| environmental refugees

The Port Vila Declaration asks the
international community to fully
recognise these critical threats and com-
Per cent of national population mit resources to mitigate economic and
social impacts on Pacific islands. e+
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Where numbers of people are
growing fast - especially in some
urban communities - some people
no longer have adequate access to
essentials such as sanitation and
clean water. Environmental
resources are still ravaged in the
name of economic development -
this is short -sighted. Few natural
resources base will not support
sustained economic activity, nor
will it provide people a decent

quality of life.
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Deteriorating island environ-
ments are induced by humans, but
degradation is often faster than the Dady activities
population growth rate. Degrada- i

are important

Less obvious but more wide-
spread damage is caused by
people's everyday activities and the
powerful tools they now use, such
as chain saws, bull-dozers, oul-
board motors, fine-mesh fishing
nets and pesticides.

tion is related to two factors:

ER concentrations of economic
activity and population which are
svmptoms of uneven develop-
ment; and,

EX over-exploitation of natural
resources.
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SPREP's Environment and Population Project

SPREP's Environment and Population project began in July 1993, with support from the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). It will assist Pacific island governments and
communities use information about population composition, growth, and distribution in the
decisions they make about their environment. |t also will ensure that population is well
considered in SPREP's other technical programmes,

In co-ordinating environmental and population concerns, SPREP recognises that it is
unrealistic to address concerns about the environment and sustainable development
without addressing population 1ssues s

Careful planning and political commitment is needed to
stop wurban areas from encroaching further into
econamically vital ecosystems such as mangroves

Phatg SPREF

With most urban areas on the coasl,

growing populations are severely
damaging coastal environments.

Phota. SPREFP

Resource consumption is growing
quickly, not just because there are
more people but also because of
new lifestyles, expanding commer-
cial enterprise and rising demand
[or natural resource-based com-
modities - such as industrial crops,
timber and minerals— from the rest
of the world.

Careful management
is vital

Careful resource management is
vital for environmental protection.
Many governments lack appropri-
ate legislation, or do not take
effective action to limit damage, or
have limited jurisdiction over
landuse.

The use of marginal lands for
farming, deforestation and acceler-
ated soil erosion are due to inappro-
priate land use as well as growing
population densities. Island
larmers use pesticides so dangerous
that they are banned elsewhere in
the world. Poor regulation of
logging companies allows limber
resources to be plundered. The
ravaging ol environmental re-
s0urces in {h{‘ name Df cConomic
development is short-sighted and
misguided.
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Sustainable development -
a must

Pacific islanders must be commut-
ted to the ideals of sustainable
development. Our islands must
remain as viable homes for the next
generalions.

International meetings agreed
that to achieve sustainable develop-
menl, the main goals must be to
protect the environment and to
share the benefits of economic
development. If this is so, then
poverty 1s alleviated, livelihoods are
secured, and good health and
quality of life are safeguarded.

Linking population issues
to better environmental
management

I'he more policy-makers under-
stand about the links between
demographic and economic change
in this region, the better they can
direct national economic and social
change. They need to know if plans
and polictes affecting social and
economic conditions are consistent
with plans and policies which will
affect demographic conditions, and
vice versa,

Governments can better integrate
l."i'lplllslliﬂl"l a nd dr."\‘(']npmenl issues
in three ways:
¥4 improve the overall understand-

ing about the relationships

between pnpuldlinn, environment
and development;

B4 integrate population factors into
national development plans; and,

¥ develop frameworks that ensure
this integration also occurs
locally.

Implementing policies that
minimize severe ecological damage,
and its elfects on human health and

wellare, are essential. This requires:
4 better know ledge of population
and environment relationships on

Pacific islands;

Ed support to develop the region's
institutional capacity to conduct

analysis;
EH use of projected demographic
trends and consumption patterns

| in planning;

administrative systems which

reward and assist co-operative,
inter-sectoral planning;

‘ BH political commitment to these
| policies.

the necessary research and policy

Appropriate government policies
will slow population growth,
rationalise population distribution,
alleviate poverty, reduce environ-
mentally dangerous consumption,
and encourage the use of appropri-
ate technologies, so reducing the
impact of human activities on the
fragile environment of the Pacific
islands.
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assist relevant research activities,

other environmental Issues;

L4

pressure; and

L development strategies

Actions expected from the SPREP Project

The Environment and Population project has resources to
+ help co-ordinate national policy positions on population and environment;

+ promote public discussion about common concerns on environment and population
iIssues, and to present a forum to resolve these concerns;

- produce effective public information material,

+ help environment units and other government departments use information about
population compaosition, growth and distribution in and planning environmental man-
agement, or provide other technical assistance as required;

+ run short workshops in population-planning skills - particularly in conjunction with
+ provide technical and financial resources to produce school curriculum materials that
have both an environment and a population content and purpose;

assist community projects in areas of particular environmental stress and population

» conduct community workshops, training sessions and seminars on community

LA d
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Growing populations demand more
food and infrastructure to satisfy
their daily requirements
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Environment and
Population Officer

SPREP's Environment and Population
Officer is available to:
+ assistgovernments to co-ordinate their
national policy positions on population
and on environment;

+ provide technical assistance to envi-
ronment, planning, and other govern-
ment departments for environment and
population issues;

+ runshortworkshopsin population plan-
ning skills;

+ assist people from the region to attend
short-term training courses;

+ support research into population-envi-
ronment and analysis; and,

+ help improve public information and
education aboutl connections between
population and environment issues
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More Information

For more information on linkages
between environment and popula-
tion in the Pacific islands, and on
SPREP's project in this area, please
contact:

The Director

PO Box 240

APIA, Western Samoa.

Tel: (685)21929
Fax: (685) 20231
E-mail: sprep@pactok.peg.apc.org
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Community
Development Officer

SPREP's Community Development Of-
ficer will work to:

+ establishaninformation exchange net-
work between local and international
NGOs who are working with communi-
ties to improve environment manage-
ment;

+« complement on-going community
projects in areas of particular environ-
mental stress by providing population
inputs;

+ conduct community workshops, train-
ing sessions and seminars on commu-
nity development strategies;

* helpprepare educationalmaterials that

meet the needs of community groups:
and,

+ assistcommunity groups tosecure long-
term solutions to environment and de-
velopment problems in their locality,
through small loans from other funding
sources. *ee

Pacific island children -

the region's future.

But will they know Pacific island life
as their parents knew it?
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