Health Professionals Against Tobacco: Declaration of the Americas
As health professional organizations of the Americas,

Recognizing that tobacco use and exposure to secondhand tobacco smoke is one of the leading preventable causes of death in the Americas, killing at least one million people annually in the region;

Concerned that tobacco companies continue to mislead the public and governments about the harm caused by smoking and exposure to secondhand tobacco smoke and to block meaningful tobacco control measures;

Knowing that there is ample evidence showing that cost-effective policy measures such as tobacco tax increases, smoke-free environments, prohibitions on tobacco advertising and promotion, and better health warnings on tobacco packages effectively reduce tobacco use at the population level;

Recalling that these policies and other tobacco control measures are embodied in the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC); and
Conscious that health professionals as individuals and organizations have a singular responsibility to fight the tobacco epidemic and are in a unique position to do so,
We pledge to:
1.
Lead by example by promoting smoking cessation among health professionals, declaring our institutions and meetings to be 100% smoke-free, prohibiting tobacco sales and promotion on our premises, refusing funding and support from tobacco companies and their affiliates, and strengthening tobacco control efforts.
2.
Advocate at the local, national, and international level for the implementation of effective tobacco control laws and policies and for ratification and implementation of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) in all countries of the Americas. We will advocate directly with the media and decision makers as well as through our memberships.

3.
Educate and mobilize our memberships by promoting inclusion of tobacco control in the curricula of health professional faculties, advocating for tobacco control topics to be included in conferences and seminars, and working with other organizations involved in tobacco control.
4.
Support and inform our clientele by asking them if they smoke or are exposed to secondhand tobacco smoke, and by offering support and advice to help smokers quit and help everyone protect themselves from secondhand smoke.
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PLEASE SEND (PREFERABLY BY FAX OR EMAIL) THE SIGNED DECLARATION BY 29 APRIL 2005 TO: TOBACCO CONTROL PROGRAM, PAN AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION, 525 23RD ST. NW, WASHINGTON DC, USA, FAX: 1 202 974 3645 EMAIL: TOBACCO@PAHO.ORG
