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The group especially addressed the development of the (spatial) decision support tool (DST) and its use in policy development and decision making. The discussion focused on two main issues:

1. Availability and reliability of data and information

2. Zoning policies and regulations

Ad 1. Availability and reliability of data and information

· A first important issue that needed to be clarified is the use of the country specific data for the spatial DST. These data will be the countries responsibility only and no data needs to be transferred to any organization or person outside each country. The spatial DST will be developed with a test dataset of Thailand, and Guangdong and Vietnam will receive the (concepts of the) tool that allow them to test the tool on their own dataset. 
· With respect to the availability of data the countries:
· Identified the need for setting up an integrated database, but also the difficulties of the sharing of information between different departments (Guangdong).
· Exposed a potential mismatch of (geographical) data derived from different organizations, departments or ministries, which needs to be resolved (Thailand).
· With respect to the reliability of data the countries: 
· Indicated that livestock farmers tend not to provide accurate data on livestock numbers and waste management treatment, due to tax systems (Thailand and Guangdong)
· With respect to the collection of data: 
· These include statistical data of different administrative levels (national to local) and geographical data (maps) at two different scales (1:250.000 to 1:500.000 for national/provincial level analysis and 1:50.000 scale for local level analysis).
· The countries stated that not all data will be equally important, and therefore critical data need to be indentified. FAO and the international consultant on spatial planning can make an indicative list.

· Each country needs to identify the requirements, capacity and needs for data collection, based on the indicative list.

· Based on these issues the question was addressed if the use of a spatial DST at national/provincial and the local level in each country will be realistic. For Thailand this seems possible, given the availability of national as well as local level data. The use of the tool at the local level in Vietnam and Guangdong seems not realistic on the short term, given the lack of detailed geographical data. However, both countries stressed the relevance of using the tool at national/provincial level. In Vietnam there might be some options for use at the local level in some limited areas (high density pig production areas). Related to this question Thailand identified some potential conflict in different interests between the different departments, especially those of livestock and environment. This needs to be resolved by a closer cooperation between both departments.
Ad 2. Zoning policies and regulations

· Guangdong indicated that standard for zoning are being applied by SEPA, but there seems to be a lack of a systematic approach, which results in conflicts between different departments and different administrative levels. 
· In Guangdong strict regulations are being enforced in sensitive areas, especially in critical river regions. 

· Vietnam and China have implemented EIA for large pig farms (in Vietnam over 1,000 cattle, including pigs and cows, or over 20,000 poultry; in China for large-scale commercial farms), while Thailand currently lacks an EIA for new livestock farms.

· Thailand described the present lack of any zoning policies for livestock farms. The last few years this has been frequently discussed, especially from health risk point of view. However, no zoning policies have been implemented yet, basically because of the expected large implications for present livestock farms in the two main pig production areas. The discussion resulted in the suggestion to try to gradually implement new zoning policies, at first addressing new farms and over time expanding towards present farms.

Concluding, the spatial DST might be easily implemented and use in Thailand at national as well as the local level. Main challenge in Thailand will be the establishment of new zoning policies and regulation (and possibly also EIA) as policy instruments to able to use the results of the spatial decision support tool. In China and Vietnam, zoning policies and EIA are already implemented, but need to be enforced, where the spatial DST might support policy and decision makers with useful information (suitability maps). The main challenge here will be the collection of data, at present for the national/provincial level, and on the longer turn for the local level.
