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Dr. Bill Dennison is a Professor of Marine Science and Vice President for Science 
Applications at the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science 
(UMCES). Dr. Dennison’s primary mission within UMCES is to coordinate the 
Integration and Application Network. The University of Maryland Center for 
Environmental Science is one of two research and service institutions in the 13-
institution University System of Maryland. UMCES is comprised of three laboratories 
distributed across the watershed of Chesapeake Bay within Maryland: Appalachian 
Laboratory in Frostburg, Chesapeake Biological Laboratory on the western shore of 
Chesapeake Bay in Solomons and Horn Point Laboratory on the eastern shore of 
Chesapeake Bay near Cambridge as well as Maryland Sea Grant College in College 
Park, Maryland. UMCES also operates an Annapolis Liaison Office.  

Bill Dennison rejoined UMCES in 2002 following a ten year stint at the University of 
Queensland in Brisbane, Australia. He originally started at UMCES (then the Center 
for Environmental and Estuarine Science) in 1987 as a Postdoctorate/Research 
Assistant Professor based at Horn Point Laboratory. In Australia, Bill developed an 
active Marine Botany group at the University of Queensland with strong links to the 
Healthy Waterways Campaign for Moreton Bay. Bill obtained his academic training 
from Western Michigan University (B.A., Biology & Environmental Science), the 
University of Alaska (M.S., Biological Oceanography), The University of Chicago 
(Ph.D., Biology), and State University of New York at Stony Brook at Stony Brook 
(Postdoc, Coastal Marine Scholar). 

 


