ROUND TABLE RESOLUTION

Water Framework Directive – Possible Directions of the Cooperation

Within the framework of the VI International Environmental Forum “Baltic Sea Day”

Chair:  Mieczyslaw Ostojski (Department of Water Resources, Ministry of the Environment, Poland)
Co-Chairs: Alexander Tkachenko (Neva-Ladoga water authority, Federal Agency of Water Resources, Russia)
 Roland Bebris (Environmental Protection Department, 

Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Latvia)
 Natalia Alexeeva (Center of Transboundary Cooperation – St Petersburg, Russia)
Participants: 28 
Taking into account the need for joint actions from the EU and the Russian Federation in the field of the integrated water management, especially dealing with the transboundary waters shared by the EU and the RF,

Considering the main principles of the EU WFD and the experiences on its implementation in the EU member states,

Basing on the national Russian legislation in the field of the environmental protection and the principle of the integrated water management on the basin level declared both on the national and international levels,

Participants of the round table recommend:

1. To study the experience of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) implementation in the member states and the possibility to test at least key provisions on the transboundary water basins shared by the EU and the Russian Federation/other countries (such as the Vuoksi/Saimaa, Peipsi/Chudskoe and Narva Daugava/Zapadnaya Dvina, Nemunas, Curonian and Vistula lagoons, Finnish Gulf etc.)

2. To propose preparation of the Concept of the WFD implementation in the Russian Federation and to define the programme of the measures to be taken in this regard.

3. To create the Consultative Board or the Working group aimed to agree on the possibilities to implement the EU WFD in the third non-EU States and to define the extend to which main objectives of the EU WFD will be met in the non-EU States. 

4. To propose to the EU more actively engage the Russian Federation in the process of implementation of the European and international environmental policy as an associate member in order to reach more efficient cooperation and realization of the joint programs of measures aimed at environmental protection.    

5. To aim at harmonization of the sampling/analyzing/processing and data exchange which is needed as the base for the water management facing different problems and challenges  contributing to the threats to the human community and the nature in the coastal zones and other locations.

6. To stress that EURO-INBO could play an important role as a forum for the discussion between the EU basin administrations and other non-EU States as well as non-EU basin administrations so the active participation of the representatives of the Russian basin administrations is warmly welcomed. 

7. To point out that in order to strengthen cooperation it is necessary to use more efficient already existing bilateral and multilateral agreements and policy documents such as HELCOM, B21, CBSS, Northern Dimension etc. 

8. To point out that heavily modified water bodies should be treated taking into account flood protection measures and other needed actions, which could interfere with water quality objectives so integration of the EU WFD requirements and other EU water policy documents is needed. 

9. To point out the financial support form the EU is needed in order to stimulate the EU WFD implementation outside of the EU members states. In addition, facilitation of the negotiation processes on the corresponding legal base is a key prerequisite to the successful cooperation on many transboundary water bodies (as Daugava, Nemunas etc.).

10. To point out that respective coordinating bodies in non-EU countries, both on the basin level and on the level of big cities (under the city administrations), are needed in order to integrate all efforts in the field of water management on the territorial level. 

11. To note that globalization is proposing new levels and methods of governances which should be actively and openly discussed on different levels in order to meet requirements of the existing legal documents and the needs of the future generations. 

