ROUND TABLE RESOLUTION

Quality of water and bottom sediments of the Gulf of Finland 
and assessment methods

Within the framework of the VI International Environmental Forum “Baltic Sea Day”

Chairs:  Juha Sarkkula (Finnish Environment Institute)

  Lev Karlin (Russian State Hydrometeorology University, RSHU)

Co-Chairs: Alexander Rybalko (Sevmorgeo)
 Svetlana Basova (Environmental Monitoring Board of NW Hydrometeorological Service, St. Petersburg)

Participants: 71
In the round table took part the representatives of the federal and municipal bodies, various research and educational institutions of St.Petersburg, organisations, various forms of ownership that carry out the monitoring of the Gulf of Finland and environmental research.

21 reports were made. They covered various problems of assessment of natural water quality and bottom sediments in the Gulf of Finland. 12 people participated in the disputes and submitted proposals how to raise the quality of ongoing work.

Having discussed the abovementioned reports, the round table participants noted that:

1. All reports and presentations incited vivid interest and covered essential problems of the development of the monitoring system and environmental research of the natural environment of the Gulf of Finland. A significantly wider scope of research into the bottom sediments for environmental monitoring purposes of distant research methods should be especially noted.

2. At present time the problem of water quality and bottom sediments in the Gulf of Finland is dealt mostly by the organizations that are responsible for the federal monitoring of the environment. Regular environmental surveys are carried out in the area of construction of St.Petersburg flood protection facilities and other hydrotechnical facilities. The environmental research is performed also by research and educational institutions, other organizations of different branches. New data on the environmental status of the region were obtained last year. However, the conflict of interests leads to the fact that, despite considerable financial expenses, Russia cannot fully fulfil its commitments under the Helsinki Commission. A certain slowing of activities of the federal bodies performing the monitoring of the Gulf of Finland was observed in 2004 because of a long period of administrative reform. However, most of the bodies so far have remained as they are and major formats of observations have remained as per monitoring methodology.

3. Most of the resolutions of previous forums have not been realized in practice regarding the coordination of environmental measures. In particular, still there is not a special state organization that is responsible for the collection and drafting of reports on the implementation by the Russian Federation of HELCOM recommendations. 

4. One of the pressing tasks in research of environmental quality assessment is the harmonization of methods of measurements and analysis. The fact that there is no coordination makes the results of research done by different organizations almost incompatible and the collected data cannot be used for the replenishment of state information resources on the environmental status assessment. 

5. The international cooperation on the monitoring of natural environment of the Gulf of Finland is hampered since there is no harmonized approach to the assessment of the Gulf of Finland status at international level. 

The round table recommends:

1. In order to facilitate the implementation of HELCOM decisions, to establish the National Coordination centre within the Ministry of Natural Resources on the Helsinki Convention for the Marine Environment Protection of the Baltic Sea that will be responsible for the collection and preparation of reports on the basis of St. Petersburg Public Organisation “Ecology and Business”.

2. When developing federal legal acts, including water legislation, to make account of the requirement to simultaneously prepare legal acts at the regional level (for St.Petersburg and the Leningrad region), including regulation acts on potable water supply, with the aim to avoid discrepancies in the federal and regional legislature.

3. To request the Ministry of Natural Resources of the Russian Federation to consider the feasibility of establishing satellite environmental monitoring system in the region that will be accessible to all users, and to consider the list of organizations that develop methodology basis for such monitoring. To consider it necessary to use distant data at various stages of monitoring of all levels, and in this connection to provide for funding in corresponding projects for this type of work, including processing of space photographs.

4. To include surveys of subsoil leakage in the federal monitoring of the Gulf of Finland and provide for corresponding extension of the federal monitoring network with special focus of industrial zones that actively affect ground water. The methodology developed by the State Hydrometeorology University and tested in St.Petersburg can be used as the methodological basis.

5. To request the St.Petersburg government to support the nature school Ostrov on Bychy Island and the distribution of information on the environmental status of the Baltic Sea, keeping its present location.

6. To request the federal authorities to simplify the system of transfer of materials received by Rosgydromet organizations for state organisations that perform environmental research in the Gulf of Finland and Baltic Sea. 

7. To hold the meeting of the group of initiator specialists of different branches for the development of joint proposals to form the working interdepartmental group coordinating monitoring, control, management and protection of natural resources of the Gulf of Finland in the Russian Federation in April – May 2005. To assign State Environmental Centre for St.Petersburg and the Leningrad region to arrange the meeting.

8. To prepare HELCOM proposals on establishment of a special group within it to study sediments in the Baltic Sea and their pollution, and to consider the list of possible representatives in this group from Russia, and submit to the Ministry of Natural Resources of the Russian Federation for approval.

9. To prepare the address to the mayors of big cities located on the Baltic Sea coastline including the recommendation to establish the bodies in executive power (Offices of the Mayors) that will coordinate integrated management of water resources in the Baltic Sea region.

Concurrently, to address the Helsinki Commission and propose to support the establishment of corresponding Council of Big Cities of the Baltic region, with its centre located in St Petersburg.

10. To send the round table resolution to corresponding authorities, St Petersburg and the Leningrad region administrations, as well as to HELCOM Secretariat.

