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Agenda Item 6 DECI SI ONS TO BE TAKEN AT M NI STERI AL LEVEL
6.1 The Conmi ssion, neeting at the level of Environnment Mnisters,

RECALLI NG the 1988 Decl aration on the Protection of the Environnent of the
Baltic Sea, the 1990 Baltic Sea Declaration, the 1992 Baltic Sea

Envi ronnmental Declaration and the 1993 Decl arati on on Resource Mobilization
for the Baltic Sea Joint Conprehensive Environnmental Action Progranme;

HAVI NG REVI EVED t he conprehensi ve background docunent on the

i ntergovernnental activities in the franework of the Hel sinki Convention
during 1974-1993 (HELCOM 15/2a/1), the interimstatus report on the

i mpl enentation of the Mnisterial Declaration 1988 and rel ated HELCOM
Recomendat i ons (HELCOM 15/4/ 1/ Rev. 1) and the Annual Report of the HELCOM
Programre | npl ementation Task Force (HELCOM 15/11/1);

TAKI NG NOTE of the Report on Chemical Munitions Dunped in the Baltic Sea
(HELCOM 15/5/1);

TAKI NG | NTO ACCOUNT the latest maritine incidents involving oil and ot her
har nf ul substances and BEI NG AWARE of the threat to the marine environnent
of the Baltic Sea Area caused by carriage of such substances;

URGES the Contracting Parties

1. to accelerate the effective inplementation of HELCOM deci si ons and
recomendations as well as to inprove tinely and qualitative
reporting of the results to the Commi ssion;

2. to accelerate the inplenentation of national neasures ained at a
50 % reduction of em ssions of toxic and/or persistent and
bi oaccunul ati ng substances introduced to the marine environnent of
the Baltic Sea;

3. to carry out further scientific studies on toxic and/or persistent
and bi oaccunul ati ng organi ¢ conpounds (nainly hal ogenated) in the
mari ne environment and their transfer through the food chains,
especially in relation to coastal areas;

4, to make further efforts to nininmize the use and eni ssions of toxic
and/ or persistent and bi oaccumnul ati ng substances and to ensure a
reduction of pollution to levels that are not harnful to nman or



nature with the aimof their elimnation by substitution by |ess
harnful substances and/or technical installations;

5. to accelerate the inplenentation of nmeasures to reduce
substantially the em ssions of nutrients and to this end prepare
an assessnent of national programes for consideration by HELCOMV
17, with a step-wi se approach in linmting further the inputs of
nutrients fromdifferent sources and taking into account the
provi sions of relevant international regul ations;
6. to take further steps to strengthen the overall ability to respond
to marine pollution incidents in particular by
- provi di ng assi stance, including supportive financi al
arrangenents when appropriate, to Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania in building up their national abilities to conbat
pollution and, in particular, in the establishnent of
nati onal authorities, responsible for responding to spillages
at sea, devel opnent of contingency planning, education and
trai ning of personnel and in research and devel opment on the
basis of bilateral and nultil ateral agreenents,

- gi ving due consideration to the needs of Estonia, Latvia and
Li thuania for waiving or postponing of the costs of
assi stance rendered in a conbatting operation, if the
provisions and rules of international |aw and national or
supra-national regulations do not provide full conpensation
for the costs incurred,

- establishing as a matter of priority, adequate nationa
| egi sl ative, organizational and material abilities to respond
also to pollution incidents involving harnful substances
ot her than oil,

- intensifying the aerial surveillance with renote sensing
equi pnent ;

URCGES ALSO

7. the Signatories of the 1992 Hel sinki Convention to accelerate its
ratification;

8. the Baltic Sea States to initiate the process of establishing
Excl usi ve Economic Zones in the Baltic Sea Area;

9. all nenbers and observers of the Programme | npl enentation Task
Force to nmake every effort to further the inplenentation of the
Baltic Sea Joint Conprehensive Environnental Action Progranme
and to this end provide resources for environnmental expenditures
and consider further nmethods for nobilization of resources to
accelerate work in all key elenents of the Progranme;

10. all menbers of the Programme |npl enentati on Task Force to make

proper use of economic instrunents which nay serve as incentives
to reduce pollution of the marine environnent;

- base user charges/tariffs for fresh and waste water on
operational, maintenance and capital costs,

- consi der effective fees on point source enissions of specific
har nf ul subst ances;

- avoi d subsi di zing chenical fertilizers and consider, as
appropriate, effective charges on these products;



11.

12.

13.

the Contracting Parties concerned to establish an appropriate
Il egal and institutional framework for securing investnents within
the Baltic Sea Joint Conprehensive Environnmental Action Progranme;

the Contracting Parties to take all efforts to increase public
awar eness of the protection needs of the Baltic Sea marine
environnment, of the actions taken so far and of the need for
future actions;

the Contracting Parties and Latvia to provide HELCOM by 1995 with
i nformati on and of ficial docunentation concerning chem ca
muni ti ons dunped after 1947;

ENCOURAGES

14.

15.

the International Baltic Sea Fi shery Commission (IBSFC) in |ight
of the threats to the Baltic fish species (e.g.the wild Baltic
sal non) to consider further action for their protection

potential donors to support country- or area-w se environnental
performance reviews for the Baltic Sea countries with econonmies in
transition by allocating sufficient resources, financial and/or in
kind, for this purpose; and

DECI DES t hat

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

in addition to the existing nonitoring programme for the open
Baltic Sea, and harmonized with it, an integrated nonitoring
programme for coastal areas of the Baltic Sea shall be el aborated
and adopt ed;

regul ations shall be developed in order to protect the coasta
strip and sea bottomof the Baltic Sea Area by appropriate neans
agai nst environnmental degradation and | oss of biodiversity;

a system of Coastal and Marine Baltic Sea Protected Areas (BSPA)
shal | be devel oped,;

the status of endangernment of different coastal and narine

bi ot opes and nature types in the Baltic Sea Area shall be
evaluated with a viewto conpiling a "Red Data Book on Threat ened
Bi ot opes of the Baltic Sea Area";

the requirenents of HELCOM Recommendati ons concerning limtation
of | and-based pollution shall be, as a rule, applied to all

rel evant polluters and pollutants in the whol e catchnent area of
the Baltic Sea as envisaged by paragraph 1 of Article 6 of the
1992 Convention

all relevant pollutants shall be subject to linitation, where
appropriate, in a step-wise manner, in the sectors identified as
substantial sources of pollution

the Annexes in the Convention shall be anmended by incorporating
rel evant provisions in the agriculture field;

HELCOM Recommendat i ons ai med at the reduction of nutrient |osses
fromagriculture, adopted in 1988-1993, shall be further devel oped
towards Best Environnental Practice, especially by

- establ i shing appropriate storage facilities,



24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

- produci ng by HELCOM 18 in 1997 a concrete operationa
definition of balanced fertilization, an agreed methodol ogy
for assessing nitrogen and phosphorus surplus over a defined
area and devel opi ng by 1997 specific reduction targets for
different agricultural |oss categories, taking into account
the work within the Paris Conmm ssion

- achi eving by the year 2000 bal anced fertilization for
ni trogen and phosphorus in agricultural production, subject
to an agreenent on definitions;

the final report on inplenentation of the 50% reduction part of
the Mnisterial Declaration 1988 shall be prepared with a viewto
submitting it for consideration by the Commi ssion in 1997 but not
| ater than 1998;

the Baltic Sea Conference of Mnisters of Transport shall be
invited to co-operate closely with HELCOM on natters related to
reduction of pollution fromtraffic including maritinme traffic,
especially with regard to | ead, NOx, PAH and SOx emi ssi ons;

active cooperation with the Executive Body of the Convention on
Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution and its relevant subsidiary
bodi es shall be exercised to strengthen the efforts to reduce the
| oads of nitrogen, heavy netals and persistent, toxic organic
pollutants to the Baltic area;

the Conmi ssion shall keep itself informed about the work within
the joint project "Visions and Strategies Around the Baltic Sea
2010" and i nform about the HELCOM work within this project and,
when rel evant, cooperate with the group of Focal Points
responsible for the work within "Visions and Strategies Around the
Baltic Sea 2010";

a Code of Conduct for neasures for environmentally sound
managenent and transport of hazardous wastes shall be devel oped by
1995 on the basis of the pertinent OECD decision as an interim
arrangenment within the Hel sinki Comm ssion, pending the entering
into force of the Basel Convention in the entire Baltic Sea
region;

i ntensive co-operation with appropriate international fora in
devel oping further legal, technical and operational measures,
aimed at the prevention of pollution from shipping, shall be
continued by focusing, inter alia, on

- addi ti onal tanker safety neasures,
- safe operation of ships in the Baltic Sea Area,

- prevention of air pollution fromships and the recognition of
the Baltic Sea as a "special area" under new Annex to MARPOL
73/ 78 on prevention of air pollution from ships;

- i mprovenent of the safety of the transport of hazardous
packaged goods and hazardous substances in bul k using the
best available transport nmeans with regard to the risk
potential of the relevant hazardous substances;

an overall strategy shall be devel oped to deal even nore
effectively with ship generated waste and to inprove the use of
reception facilities based on and includi ng nmeasures al ready

t aken;



31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

6.2

intensified co-operation shall be sought in investigations
regarding violations of anti-pollution regulations, in

har noni zati on of bringing evidence to court and in providing
assi stance in conducting such investigations;

a proposal on howto deal with maritinme incidents involving

subst ances which are harnful in accordance with the Hel sink
Convention but not regulated in MARPOL 73/78 or Protocol relating
to Intervention on the High Seas in Case of Pollution by

Subst ances ot her than oil, 1973, shall be decided by HELCOM 16 in
1995;

the work on dunped chem cal nunitions shall be continued in order
to follow and inplenent substantial recommendations provided in
the Report on Chemical Miunitions Dunped in the Baltic Sea;

a thorough analysis of the work of the Commi ssion shall be carried
out as soon as possible in order to concentrate the joint and

nati onal resources on high priority issues in a concerted and
efficient way;

crucial inprovenment of national reporting routines and activities
shal | be achi eved during 1994 to ensure a conprehensive reporting
of the 1995 input data and technical reduction nmeasures pertinent
to the goals of the Mnisterial Declaration 1988.

The Conmi ssion, acting at the level of Mnisters of the

Envi ronment, adopted HELCOM Recommrendati on 15/1 concerning protection of
the coastal strip as reported in paragraphs 7.47 and 7.48 of this Report.



