Annex A

4th Meeting of the (Interim) Pollution Regional Advisory Group (P-RAG)

Baku 11-13 October 2005

Recommendations

1. The meeting supports CEP initiative to develop POPs-PTS Regional Action Plan by means of a team consisting of International Consultant, nominated by UNEP, and 5 National Consultants to be nominated by NFPs

2. The Meeting agreed that CEP PCU conduct and “extraordinary” MSGP round for selection of POPs Pilot Projects in all Caspian countries (One in each).

3. The meeting recommends setting up a Pilot Regional Pollution Monitoring Programme (RPMP) based on National Programmes and having modular structure with possibility for extension. 
4. Following specifications are recommended for RPMP 

· Sampling media: sediments (and optionally biota at discretion of countries)

· Contaminant parameters: DDT, Lindane, TPH (Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons). TM (Trace 
Metals): Hg, Cu, Zn. Complementary parameters: grain size, TOC (Total Organic Carbon), 
Al, CO3 and Fe

· Number of stations: 5 – 8 

· Sampling frequency for sediments: once per year

· Timing: common period all over the sea, presumably July – September.

· Sampling facilities: grabs

5. The meeting recommends that CEP PCU will develop a guideline for sediment sampling, sample handling, preservation, sample preparation and analyses  and QA/QC procedures which will be used as a common manual for all Caspian littoral states to conduct the related activities in RPMP

6. The meeting recommends that CEP-PCU twill organize regional training on pollution monitoring upon developing the guideline.
7. The meeting recommends that MEL IAEA should be a reference laboratory for the Pilot RPMP, assisting the region in:

· Training courses 

· Conducting Proficiency tests

· Granting Fellowship

· Analysis of limited amount of split samples

· Providing expert/experts to the countries in he region assisting them in setting up their 
national laboratories

8. It was agreed that the financial support for Pilot RPMP should be based on national resources usually allocated for monitoring; the meeting recommends CEP PCU to continue work on attracting funds for this activity too.

9. The meeting recommends that coordination of Pilot RMPM will be done by PCU together with P-RAG.

10. The meeting recommends that monitoring data should be provided to CEP PCU for sharing and managing it in a joint database. 

11. The meeting recommends that CEP PCU to develop formats for data exchange approved by P-RAG for approval.

12.  The meeting recommends that the collected data will be used for development of the State of the Caspian Sea Environment as well as for development of environmental directives for the region.

13. Encouraging exchange of ideas on evaluation and revisiting the RPMP among members of P-RAG, PCU and involved experts.

14. The meeting supported the initiative taken by GEF for future under the Strategic Partnership for Caspian SAP implementation.

15. Concerning the recent vast algal bloom in the Southern Caspian Sea adjacent to the Iranian Coastline, the meeting recommend following activities:

· Iran will provide more detail information on recent bloom to PCU

· PCU also will follow up the bloom issue with ISPRA, IOC, UNESCO for their assistance and possible contribution

· The meeting agreed that the research work on algal bloom is the responsibility of member states, but limited financial support might be available after receiving of more information from Iran particularly on type of bloom species.
