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Project Summary

The Ural river bottom cleaning work execution within the West-Kazakhstan oblast by drawing snags and logs, underwater and other objects out of the river-bed, for the purpose of Ural river hydrological condition improvement, bottom cleaning work is executed by the snag crane “SDK-2” with carrying capacity of 10 ton by drawing snags and logs underwater and other objects out of the river-bed.  Abatement of water elevation ends by June 10th – 15th on average, low water season comes; snags get revealed and from 10th of June begins operating period for the dredger, which lasts up to the 31st of October.  Bottom cleaning work is conducted at section of Ural River from Rubezhka village to Inder village within West-Kazakhstan oblast.
Background and problem statement

There is hardwood in the flood-lands of the Ural River in its upstream and middle water, the banks are of loose soil and are closely covered with forest up to the very edge, that results in the intensive distruction of the banks. During spring period flood there is mass falling of trees into the river-bed, it is clogged with snags and logs. Having fallen into the river trees gradually sink and clingimg the bottom with roots in shallow water, they form abatises. Trees gradually rot exposing hydrogen sulphide. Such abatises greatly worsen hydrological regime of the river and, block the fish free pass for spawning, including sturgeon.

Project goal and objectives

The aim of this project is to clean the river-bed of snags and logs, underwater and other things in the quantity of 5200 tons, in the result of it the Ural river hydrological regime would improve. The Ural River river-bed cleaning of snags and logs, underwater and other things will prevent the formation of new abatises, increase of abatises, formed previous years, that will improve the river hydrological regime, will prevent further clogging of the river-bed, fish (including sturgeon) pass for spawning will improve.

Prospective results 

Cleaning bottom works of the Ural River within the West-Kazakhstan oblast by removing snags and logs, underwater and other things out of the river-bed, will improve the river hydrological regime and the fish free pass for spawning, including sturgeon. So, it concerns the problem solving of the Ural River pollution and bio-resources reproduction (especially sturgeon), indicated in Strategical Plan of Actions.

Bottom cleaning works promotes improving of the Urals river water content and it will prevent polluting of the riverbed, treating of water from industrial, domestic and agricultural swage. In low-water season it will prevent polluting of bottom grounds, excepts possibility to form islets in the middle of the river and other blocks appeared in the river.

Besides, logs and sunken woods on the bottom can catch nets and other fishing equipment which are dangerous for the fish going for spawning.
