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Media Release

The Permanent Secretary for the Ministry of Fisheries, Honorable Herminio Tembe, and the Permanent Secretary for the Ministry of the Environment, Honorable Maurício Xerinnda, are among the high level officials expected to attend key meetings of two regional marine projects scheduled to take place in Maputo next week. The projects - Agulhas and Somali Currents Large Marine Ecosystems (ASCLME) and South West Indian Ocean Fisheries project (SWIOFP) are funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) through UNDP and the World Bank respectively 

Scientists and managers affiliated to ASCLME and SWIOFP will be meeting at the Hotel VIP Grand. They represent the countries of Comoros, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Seychelles, Somali, South Africa and Tanzania. They are working together through ASCLME and  SWIOFP to develop a management mechanism for the sustainable use of marine and coastal resources in the western Indian Ocean (WIO). 

The ASCLME Project has a broad environmental focus while the SWIOFP is concentrated on the management of fisheries, specifically the management of crustacean, tuna and demersal fisheries in the WIO. 

Until now, experts affiliated to the two projects have successfully gathered new information about the marine and coastal environment of the region. Once consolidated, their results and conclusions will help to identify changes in the ecosystem, as well as the causes of these changes. The crucial next step is to translate this information, its conclusions and predictions, into adaptive management approaches so that the countries of WIO can plan for the future and protect communities who depend on marine and coastal resources for their livelihoods.  

Among the topics under discussion will be the concept of a “Western Indian Ocean Sustainable Ecosystem Alliance” or WIOSEA. Though still in the early stages of development, the idea behind WIOSEA is to bring together the many national, regional and international initiatives that are underway in the WIO region, with the ultimate goal of securing the long-term sustainable management of the region’s marine and coastal ecosystems.

“The Alliance embodies the idea that the marine and coastal ecosystems of the WIO region play a fundamental role in world fisheries and the global climate and, as such, to protect and maintain them is not only a national and regional responsibility. In fact, to manage and sustain them is also a global responsibility,” explains Dr David Vousden, Director of the ASCLME Project. 
“We envisage WIOSEA as a multilateral partnership between the countries, inter-governmental organizations and various international and academic research institutes with a strong interest in WIO.” 
The objectives of WIOSEA are to catalyse political leadership at the country and regional levels, mobilise long-term funding for data capture, ecosystem monitoring and management, and provide a solid framework for cooperation between a host of initiatives that encourage integrated, ecosystem-based management of marine and coastal resources. 

Notable members of the global marine science and management community who will attend the meetings in Maputo are Anselmina Liphola, Director for Environmental Management in Mozambique; Leyla Tegmo-Reddy, United Nations Resident Coordinator and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Resident Representative for Mauritius and Seychelles; Xavier Vincent, Representative of the World Bank; and Aubrey Harris, Secretary of the South West Indian Ocean Fisheries Commission (SWIOFC). Representatives of UNDP and other UN agencies and conventions will also attend. 
“We are grateful to the Government of Mozambique for hosting these significant meetings and we look forward to working closely with our many partners, both regional and international,” said Rondolph Payet, Regional Executive Secretary of SWIOFP. 
“This week’s meetings will help to strategize for the development and implementation of effective long-term management and governance of critically important marine ecosystems in the WIO region.” 

The ASCLME and SWIOFP meetings will take place from 27th to 30th September, 2011. Members of the media are invited to attend the opening ceremony of the two meetings. The ceremony will take place at the Hotel VIP Grand at 08h30 on Tuesday 27th September, 2011.   
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