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Non-negotiated statement. p1

Tripoli Declaration on Ocean Security

Oceans are becoming more intensively exploited; the climate is changing. The consequence is that the ocean environment is becoming vulnerable to sudden change. The security of current and future human generations depends increasingly upon the wise management of our seas and oceans. It is for this reason we have met and deliberated our contribution to a more secure global society: 

We welcome the initiative of the Advisory Committee on the Protection of the Sea (ACOPS) to launch the Ocean Security Initiative (OSI) following proposals of its Vice-President, Congressman Curt Weldon, and note that this builds upon the “Ocean Security Conference” held in the US Congress in May 1997 and the conference “Towards Enhancement of Ocean Security in the Third Millennium”, held in the Swedish Parliament in January 1998.

We express gratitude for the warm welcome of the Gaddafi International Foundation for Charitable Associations (GIFCA) and the Environmental General Authority (EGA) of Great Jamahiriya for hosting the OSI Conference. This is in the context of the increasing role of the Great Jamahiriya in Mediterranean and global affairs. This inspiring opening statement of H.E. Saif Al Islam Al Gaddafi underpins the context of this Declaration and specifies its ways and means of its implementation. The participants endorsed his statement as the basis for the deliberations of the meeting. This was in order to facilitate implementation by the international bodies and to seek financial support to achieve sustainable development and maintain environmental and economic security which resolve the issues of illegal immigration, desertification and loss of biodiversity.

We recognise and appreciate the leadership of the Government of Italy in its role in the Presidency of the Barcelona Convention.

We reiterate our concern for multiple threats to ocean security:

· From activities that are accelerating the loss of habitats and species necessary for providing the ecosystem goods and services required for sustainable human development (as revealed by the 2005 Millennium Ecosystem Assessment). 

· From over fishing - including illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing - that is threatening global food security, ecosystem health and the welfare of local communities. 

· From threats - due to accidents and terrorism - to the safe transport of goods required to maintain the global economy.

· From natural hazards - tsunamis, storm surges, earthquakes, El Niňo events, drought, desertification and hurricanes - that are having an increased impact due to the concentration of human population and economic activities in the coastal zone and which have particularly severe impact on low-income vulnerable communities.

· From pollution of the seas, estuaries and beaches, from sewage discharges, oil spills, ballast water and tar, that damages human and ecosystem health, limits sustainable human use of coastal spaces and damages aesthetic values. 

· From harmful algal blooms that are increasingly impacting food security regionally.

· From global climate change that is predicted to raise sea levels and temperatures, alter rainfall and wind patterns and has severe implications for food security and land tenure, problems that may lead to mass migration and environmental refuges from vulnerable places.

· From poverty, disease, military conflict, social injustice and terrorism that make it difficult to implement policies directed at the sustainable development of the coastal zone and adjacent seas.

We recognise the global and regional undertakings to address some of these issues:

· The global process that began with the 1972 Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment, continued with the 1992 Rio Conference on Environment and Development and was further enhanced by the 2002 Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development and its plan of implementation. This includes the many global multilateral environmental agreements that endeavour to improve the legal framework for protecting the environment.

· The Millennium Declaration and the Millennium Development Goals and their Road Map that provide a key milestone for achieving sustainable development.

· The International Strategy for Disaster Reduction and its Hyogo framework (2005-2015). This seeks to build resilience of nations and communities to disasters, provides an agreed basis for reducing risk and vulnerability to national hazards and develops a global system for early warning with a multi hazard approach.

· Regional Seas agreements, of which the Mediterranean Action Plan and the Barcelona Convention have special relevance for the protection of the Mediterranean.

· Intergovernmental agreements, such as the recent agreements by the G8 group of countries to help reduce poverty in sub-Saharan Africa and to tackle climate change.

· The coordinated efforts of donors and other Governments articulated through organisations such as the Global Environment Facility, United Nations Development Programme, United Nations Environment Programme, World Bank and bilateral agencies, as well as international NGOs, philanthropic organisations and public-private partnerships.

We offer the following recommendations for strengthening understanding of the role of our seas in human security and for taking measures to protect them (a full list of specific recommendations may be found in the conference proceedings): 

1. Policy, planning support and community involvement 


Continued support is needed to integrate ocean security issues into national, regional and global policy and planning. Inter-ministry committees for marine protection should be encouraged in all coastal countries and these should include the defence sector, and the Coast Guard. The military capability, working in collaboration with civil powers, is particularly valuable in organising rapid response to natural and man-made disasters. The remit of inter-ministry committees should include long-term policy planning, the development of contingency plans and engagement with international bodies responsible for shared transboundary issues. Capacity building should be enhanced to support participatory processes involving all stakeholders in coastal communities. Community-based participation should be encouraged and approaches such as the ‘blue flag’ clean beach initiatives should be encouraged. 

2. Broad based partnerships

Effective improvement of security in ocean and coastal areas requires wide partnerships. In this context new partnerships are needed between governments, civil society, the defence sector and the private sector in order to enable policy, technical and financial developments. The private sector and civil societies should be encouraged to engage in public-private partnerships, in accordance with national laws and regulations. We express our full support for the Mediterranean Strategic Partnership launched by UNEP-MAP, World Bank and the GEF.

3. Improved use of scientific knowledge

An agenda for reducing key scientific uncertainties on ocean security should be prepared in cooperation with the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO. Special attention must be given to natural hazard early warnings and vulnerability assessments. Enhanced application of declassified military technology is required to inform policy decisions and improve existing early warning systems through interactions with regional organisations. Greater attention should be given to social sciences, given that in order to manage ecosystems and the collective management of these ecosystems, it is first necessary to understand and manage human behaviour. A programme of society and the seas should be developed that incorporates improved understanding of the relationship between environmental security and the economy. 

4. Improved use of technology

Projects are needed that bring together new technologies such as distributed networks of automated instruments, space-based observations, more effective communication systems, and make them more widely available. Military capability to initiate and employ advanced technology should also be systematically utilised. Existing and emergent technologies can already be employed to enhance ocean security. The Marine Electronic Highway (MEH) concept and the Automatic Identification System (AIS) approaches for example, offer immediate application for the improvement in the safety of shipping operations. In the context of MEH, we welcome the proposal of Italy, Libya, Malta and Tunisia to assess the feasibility of establishing a regime that applies this technology to the Straits of Sicily and adjoining waters and recommend its replication elsewhere. In this regard, the Great Jamahirya stressed its sincere desire to participate in the preparation and execution stages of this project. The establishment of AIS for shorter-range purposes is a fertile area for cooperation between the military and civil sectors under the auspices of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) and others. It can improve the response to piracy and reduce problems of illegal fishing. Greater use of existing communications technology for real time ocean data and information exchange can also greatly improve ocean security. Partnerships with the private sector may also enhance the development of appropriate technology and technology transfer.

5. Education for sustainability

The presence of schoolchildren at the OSI was an important reminder of the need to support younger generations (schoolchildren and youth) in the quest for sustainable use of the oceans. They are some of the most acute observers of change. A coordinated long-term programme of education for sustainable development is needed to involve young people in the protection of our ocean space. Organisations such as UNESCO, UNICEF and philanthropic donors should be encouraged to engage in this activity, particularly in vulnerable areas.

6. Continued dialogue

The Tripoli OSI conference encourages ACOPS to develop a longer-term OSI initiative with the support of organisations such as the GEF, IMO, multilateral and bilateral donors and other partners. We wish to thank the Government of Colombia for its decision to host the second OSI meeting in Cartagena de Indias in July, 2006. OSI II should be used to examine the follow up of the implementation of the current recommendations of OSI I and suggest new initiatives at the regional and global levels. Meanwhile a contact group will be established by ACOPS which will include the hosts of OSI I, II, III and IV together with interested inter-governmental organisations and supporting governments. National OSI committees will be set up, when appropriate, to facilitate preparations in countries concerned.

We express our support for these recommendations and urge others to join us in this global effort to promote a secure future for our oceans; we are convinced that the sustainability of human society depends upon the achievement of this goal. 

Great Jamahiriya, the host of this important international event, assures its intent to become full party to all relevant international conventions and agreements, and to form a national committee, with participation of both public and private sectors, in order to follow up the Tripoli Declaration.

Tripoli, Great Jamahiriya, 25 July, 2005

