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STOCKS influenced by the
fish-rich Benguela current off
South Africa, Namibia and
Angola are set 1o come
under a single management

total catch during 2000 was
1,166,000 tonnes, the main
species being horse mackerel,
hake, pilchard, tuna, rock
lobster, shrimp, scabreams

programme. and anchovy,
This is one of the world’s Fisheries are an economic
most productive ecosystems mainstay  in  the regiom,

on ecarth and the region's

accounting for 10% of gross
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A research cruisa on board the South African research vessel Africana. South Africa and Na
stock assessment surveys of their most Important commercial stocks.

mibia are conducting joint
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The BCLME stretches from Angol Cabinda Province to
Just east of Port Elizabeth in South Africa.
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for 1.166m ton fishery

— moves to manage Benguela current stocks

domeslic product in
Mamibia, 4% in Angola and
.37% in South Alrica,

Full details of how the
new management plan will
be developed will available
be at Fish Alrica 2003.

The three countries have
alrcady started joint stock
asseasments of hake and
pilchard. And the plan is
to have a regional author-
ity to advise on the rans-
boundary management of
shared stocks within a few
years.,

This move lowards greater
co-operation  in  [isheries
management results from the
setting up of the Benguela

Current  Large  Marine
Ecosystem (BCLME) Pro-
gramime.

BCLME's regional initia-
tve 15 being supported by
the Global Environment
Facility (GEF) and imple-
mented by the United

MNations “‘Development  Pro-
gramme (LINDP).
Seiting  up an Interim

Benguela Current Commis-
sion (IBCC) is ome of the
major - objectives  of  the
BCLME Programme.

It is anticipaled that the
IRCC will complement the
work of the South-East
Atlantic Fisheries Organisa-

tion (SEAFQ) and ICCAT. ecosyvstem can be managed

regional fisherics organisa-
tions regulating high seas
and tuna fisheries in the
Benguela region.

The ares of interest for the
BCLME Programme
stretches from just east of
Port Elizabeth, in  South
Alrdca (20°F), to Angold’s
Cabinda  Province  (5°F).
Therefore, it inchades the Tull
length of Namibia and
Anpola's coastlines.

The BCLME Programme
will improve the capabilities

of Angola, Namibia and
South Africa to manage
marine  resowrces. - and

address environmenial prob-
lems across national bound-
arics so that the Bengucla

in a sustainable way as a
whole.

Marine scientists from the
three countries have been
working together since 1995
through the Benguela Envi-
ronment  Fisheries  Inlerac-
tion and Training Pro-
gramme  (Benefit), focusing
on rescarch into the major
shared fish resources and the
profound inflluence that envi-
ronmental variahility has on
the productivity and distrib-
ution of stocks.

According to Dr. Mick
O'Toole, DBCLME  Pro-
gramme co-otrdinator, one of
its  key interventions has
been to encourage Angola,
Namibig and South Africa to

undertake joint assessments

of their shared stocks.

Joint surveys using local
research  wvessels and Nor-
way's Dr. Friditof Nansen
have already been completed
and foundations for further

co-operation will be laid
later this year.

This is when scientists will
begin to develop operational
management procedures
(OMPs) for trans-boundary
hake stocks in the Benguela
region.

The Cape hakes Merluc-
cius paradoxus and Merlue-
cins capensis  are  stocks
shared between Namibia and
South Alrica and - 1o a
lesser extent — Angola. How-
ever, they arc assessed and
tnanaged scparately.

Individual assessmenis do
not allow for differences in
the lifc history parameters of
the two hake species, nor for
changes in the catch rutios
between Namibia and South
Alrica, or differences in the
tarpeting  priorities of each
country's fleets.

A threevear  project
funded by the BCLME Pro-
pramme will assess ways in
which hake OMPs in
Namibia and South Africa
can be harmonised.

The project s also
expected to address technical
issues such as [ishing gear,
mesh size and compatibility
of asscssment  methodolo-
gies,

An important component
of this project is training
stock assessment scientisis in
Angola, Namibia and South
Africa

Another project 1o be
funded by the BCLME Pro-
gramme cxpected to have
important implications  for
hake stock management in
Mamibia and South Africa is
a study to determine optimal
harvesting sirategies for the
hake trawl and longline lish-
cries.

Capc hakes are caught
largely by bottom trawling
und, 1o a lesser extent, long-
line wessels operating in

MNamibia and South Africa
tend to catch
large adult female hakes,
while trawlers also  take
medivm to small sizes. In
addition,  longliners - fish
rough areas inaccessible to
trawlers.

While  longliners  are
labour intensive at sea and
produce a higher value prod-
uct, the trawl indusiry is
more labour intensive on
land where value is added.

The optimal harvesting
ratio of these two fisherics is
unknown. so the BCLME
Programme aims to [und a
study to determine how the
maximum  socio-gconomic
value can be extracted from
hake resources in both coun-
tries, Tt will also look to
ensure the long-term sustain-
ability of hake stocks in the
CEEION.

Longliners

Major funding

THE Global Environment
Facility (GEF) has con-
tributed $15.2 million to
the BCLME Programmc
through the UN Develop-
ment Programme, comple-
menting an investment of
%16 million by the three
countrics and %7 million
from other sources,




