Marine Experts Discuss Ocean Changes |

By Surihe Gaocmas

SWAKOQPMUND - The reduction of pelagic fish stocks ex-
perienced 11 years ago as a result of the Benguela El Ning
phenomenon is still haunting Namibian deep waters and ma-
ring resources today.

Even though this phase has passed, both Namibia and
Angola have not recovered enough to realise the high levels
of fish resourees they vsed to experience in the carly 1960,
Freconds show that Mamibia had a fich supply of pelagic fish
where the Tetal Allowable Cately (TAC) went up 1o 1.4 mil-
Tion tonnes in the late 1980z, but this dropped to zero, whils
i 1995 it rose o 1000 tonnes only,

In 2002, the Minister of Fisheries Dr Abrahum lvambo
declared a zero TAC to allow the recowvery of fish stocks,
bringing the fishing sector’s operations 1o a snail's pace.

The cataswophic impact of the low oxygen level coupled
with the major El Nino effcet on the marine resources, yes-
terday brought wgether variows local and intemational s¢ien-

tists amd experts in the marine world at the coastal town of
Swakopmund 1o determine the sute of the ocean and the way
forward.

The event allows experts o have a much better understand-
ing of the changing physical, binlogical and chemical ocean-
ozraphy of the sea, which would further aid in mitigating
severe Josses of marine Tife as experienced in the vears of
1994 and 1995,

At the wo-day Angeli-Benguela Regional From Work-
shop, paticipantz cxpressed alanm at the decling in the biom-
ass of Nsheries over the years as 2 result ol e heavy cxploi-
Lation of forcign fles1z and impacts on the ocean environ-
ment along the Namibian and Angolan coastline,

Oificially opening the Benguela Current [arge Marine Eco-
system Programme (BCLME) Angola-Benguela Front Wark-
shop yesterday, Deputy Minister of Fisheries Kilus Nauvauva
oo behalf of the Minister of Fisheries said that in 1994 envi-
ronmental conditions of the sea waters were very poor, in-

See OCEAN on page 2

 Deputy Minister of Fisheries Kilns Nguvauva in conver-

safion with founding Researcher of the BCLME Mike,
(" Toole before the start of the two-day Angola-Benguela
Regional Front Workshop in Swakepmund vesierday.
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vaded by low oxygen water,
extensive outbreaks of harm-
ful algal blooms and sulphur
eruptions along the coast,

This ultimately resulted in the
| high momalities of young hake,
| pilchard and horse-mackerel.
| *“Anestimated two billion ju-
{ venile hake were trapped by the
low-oxygen, water-rich in hy-
drogen sulphide in the inshore
mursery grounds and suffocated,”
| said Mguvanva.
| During that period, 300 000
seals died of starvation and both
Namibia and Angola, which
share: the Benguela Current, ex-
[perienced major low fish stocks
[in the maring ecosystems. Such
lascenario caused serious conse-
quences for the fishing industry
and the Namibian economy.
| The deputy minister stressed
e need forurgent establishment
of a “cost-cffective early wam-
ng sysiem” in order to monitor
sachevents with accurate and re-
Hiable data on the ocean climate
and subsequent cffects on the
fisheries sector,

“Strategic planning and the
development and testing of sce-
manice noed to be carried out in
oeder o mitigate the impacts of
the global climate change an the
BCLME and its fisheries re-
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sources,” explained Nguvanva.

‘This in tum should be coupled
with capacity building of human
resources like training young sci-
entists from Namibia, Angola
and South Africa who can criti-
cally analyse the occan’s fumre
sustainability more effectively.

A shontage of skilled exper-
tisc in applied fishierics, analyti-
cal science and modelling is a
serions gap that needs to be ur-
gently addressed if we are to
adopt the ecosystem approach o
management and use effective
acdaptive strategies under increas-
ing environmental uncerainty,”
he added.  Over the last decade,
warming of the sea surface wa-
ter and its rather different smell
has also resulted in some fish
stocks floating dead on the sur-
face due to Jack of oxygen in the
maninge ecosystem,

Citing this as a concem, Dr
Mick O'Toole said that the ef-
fects of the 10-year cycle of the

Benguela El Nino experienced |

along the westemn coastline bor-
dering Namibia, Angola and
South Africaled to* nuirient poor
water, low phatoplankton, very

low recruitment and dead fish |
and Comvener of the King Re-

being washed up on shore™
Furthermeore, the shifting of
the tropical system southwards is
causing the warm waler tolessen
hake growth and leading to de-

cline of the African Penguin; as |

well as other bird species on
Ichaboe Island at Lideritz. In
1994 the numbers of fur seals
also plummeted from 22000010
100 000 but then slowly recov-

; erad, unlike marine life that me-

mains on the low, O Toole sad,
“Even after a moratorium was set

| up years ago, the country has

never regained its former biom-
ass.” Further rescarch shows that
the lack of oxygen has culmi-
nated in a'lot of wxic gases like
sulphide, ammoniim and nitrate,

which practically kill the fish |

stocks. In relation w0 this, Chris

Eeasonof the University of Cape |

Town said, “Becavse of these lets
productive water conditions the
survival of the fish larvae be-
comes less and are repressed. The
fish ultimately gets trapped in a

| predator piL”

Meanwhile, Mamibia's
neighbour Angola whose popu-
lation highly depends on pelagic
fish also experienced a decline in
its sea resources. Although
Angolaexperienced this sination
slightly, they still allow Namibian
vessels 1o catch in their waters.,

The pelagic flect in 1996

| swod a1 42 vesselsand it declined

tor 165 i 2004,

General Director of the Inst-
tute of Fisheries Rescarch and
representative of the Angola
BCLME Francisca Delgado said
that the warm and cold merging
of the seawater due to the
Benguela Front had great impact
on the distribution and availabil-
ity of the marine living resour-
CES,

“In the last five years the pe-
lagic resources in the northem
Bengoela is showing a declining
trend on the abundance and
grovth that has a socio-economic
impact for Angola and Namibia,"
said Delgado.

Al the end of the two-day
wirkshop, the experts will again
sit for another three days for the

Benguela Environment Fisher
Interaction and Traing
Programme (BENEFIT) w:
liberate on regional develo
ments, abling reports on the s
tus of the Benguela currenton
well as mcent developments
South East Adlantic Fishen
Organisation (SEAFO).
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own 15 denial of services 1o
the public.

Apart from looking at cor-
porate ethics, the conference is
expected o give people in man-

| agement positions a better un-

derstanding of the essenlial
question regarding financing,
disclosure and succession. Tt
will also look at planning, com-
pensation and litigation, among
other issues.

Amongst prominent speak-
ers that yesterday addressed the
conference was Chief Editor

port on Corporate Govemance,
Phillip Armstrong, who spoke

| on the connection between cor-

ruption and corporate gover-
nance. He indicated that cor-
ruption is not only a moral
problem but also a fundamen-
tal obstacle to development,
Regarding the popular defi-
nition of “abusc of public of-
fice for private gain”,
Armstrong says this is 0o nar-
row a definition as private firms
often share responsibility in
cormupt deals.

Cries

Namandje claims that healso
raised the issue with the magis-
trate in court and later in cham-
bers in the presence of Hinda and
prosecutor Petrus Grusharber.
Namandje further noted that in
the magistrate’s chambers,
Mahali pointed out 1o him that
the inquest is about “healing the
wounds of the late Kandara's
for Sheehama to be represented

| by a legal practitioner and for

wilnesses 1o be subjectad togues-
tioning by representatives of

Corruption, he added, has
indeed become an issue of con-
cern nol only in Namibia but
also bevond as it acts as a bar-
rieT to economic development,
which in the long mun under-
mines overall development;
consequently hitting hard on
the poor. Further, corruption
dirninishes the productive use
of national assets and discour-
ages investiment locally, not ex-
cluding the deterring of foreign
interest,

Though “not a one size fits
all* response, Armstrong sug-
gests that on the supply side, the
only way to fight some of these
corrupt practices would be by
instituting sound corporaté
governance systems, controls
and procedures. At the demand
level, he recommends the
streamlining and simplifying of
laws and regulations,

The conference aims at pro-
miding good corporate pover-
nance in both the public and
private sectors, engaging stake-
holders in a national debate
about what contribates to good
corporate governance and cre-
ating awarenéss about pood
corporate governance in soci-
ety. The conference is expected
to provide an opportunity for

executives, managers and lead-

ers in various disciplines
learn and network about d
best practices and emergi
trends in corporate goveman

Tonata Shiimi, co-direct
of the conference last week'td

Tl pressTthat the conferen

wonld add impetus to the ma
things that have been happe
ing to bring the issues of a
cormuption and good cormpon
govermance o the fore. In a
dition to the already mention
topics under discussion, matis
such as how to spot carly wae
ing signs of mismanageme
problems, the role of the med
in promoting good govemand
ethics, movality, spirituality a
pood corporate governance, a
firmative action and its impl
calions on good corporate go!

. ernance as well as the legalfn

ternity and academics” conlg
bution to good corporate gov
emance will also be looked a

Parmers in the confercnc
which is joindy hosted by A
Investment Holdings and t
Centre for Training an
Projects Development, includ
the offices of the President an
Prime Minister, the Anti-Col
ruption Commission, NID an
Transparency Intermnational.

The conference ends tomal
o,

Shechama. Namandje in his af-
fidavit stated that Hinda, after dis-
cussing the matter for almaost 10
mimtes, submitted to Mahadi thar
he could only represent
Sheehama by way of a watch
brief without being robed and
without participating in any way.

Another issue raised by the

applicants isthat while they were

niot allowed to b present in court
while other witnesses were giv-
ing evidence, Hinda, who was
also a witness was allowed 10 sit
in.

In his affidavit, Namandje
subrmits: “When I then retumed
to courl, Mr Hinda was then
called by the first respondent
(Magistrate Mahali), as the first
witness on that day. After finish-
ing testifying and being led by

the first respondent and later i
brief respects by the prosecuta
Mr Hinda was excused as awil
ness and immediately thereafie
as 1 recall, robed to assume an
other roll as legal nepresentativ
of the deceased’s family.”

It also emerged fron
Namandie's affidavit that Mahal
wanted to necuse herself fromith
matter after briel closed-doo
consultations between hersell
Chief Magistrate Sarel Jacob
and Grisshaber, bul was advises
against that “by others that it ma)
be imegular for her to do so &
she had already muled on tha
point that she will not recuse her
sl

The inguest hearing has beer
postponed pending the outcom:
of the High Court application.



