THE NAMIBIAN
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Measures planned to

end bycatch menace

* MAGGI BARNARD
‘at SWAKOPMUND

THE scale and nature of
seahird, shark and turntle
byvcutches by Namibia's
45 longline vessels ia
unknown,

A pew study funded
by the Henguela Large
Marine Ecosystem Pro
eramme (HCLME) will
address the [ncidental
bvcatchof langline fish-
ing operations in the
Henguels region

The stody will be
mmplemented by WWF
South Africa and
Birdlife Somth Afnca in
MNamibia, Souwh Alnca
and Angal,

According to the July
issue ol the BCLME
newsletier, the project
will determine the scale
ol Llhe bycuich prob-
lem and also introduce
simple and appropriate
measures o try and
avoid the senseless Kills
ing of seabirds, turtles
anil sharks

Longline vessels in
tNamibia fish for hake,
L, billfish and sharks.
Sedabirds are caught in
the process as the birds
dive ontobaited hooksin
their quest for food

They are thendrapged
underwater o their
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Turtles pet killed
when they feed on baited
hooks. At least 25 spe-
cieyol sharksinthe Ben-
goeli region are caught
by longliners withmany
of them ending up being
discarded aller their fins
have heen removed.

Accordinglothenews-
letter, hycatch problems
arzdilferont for the three
countries.

In South Alrica there
ts a fairly good under.
stimding of the seabind
bycatch with as many
as 20000 seabirds 4 vear
Killed.

Mitigunon measures
could reduce the number
by as much as two-
thirds, but these would
first have b be designed
and lested,

The measures include
bird scaring devices and
welghting of lings ['-.:nrn
pliance so [ar s p
reporis Lhe "ECLME
newsletter. Longliners
set approximulely 34
million hooks a year.

Despite an obsery-
er system in place in
Numibia, there are no
available figures on the
bycatch, According 1o
initial ol shark
landings, pelagic sharks
are caught im large num-
bers in Namibian waters,

Cuirtes the aewedlenter

Angolan Dgures are
also not known,

Withanabundant pop-
ulation of leatherback
and olive ridley turiles,
they could be caughl in
significant numbers,

The species mosl se-
vereély threalened by
longline fishingare gen-
erally long-lived bul
show breeders or have a
liaw recruitment into the
breeding population.

"This makes them
especially volnernble
to the unintended ef-
lects af longline lishing
operations,” states the
BCLME newsletter.

The praject in Namibia
will locus onassessment
and tramning, which will
include the education
of fisheries observers
about the biplogy and
conservalion siatus ol
allected species,

traiming will also
include the mechanics
and practical use of
miligalion measures.

The project will run
for two years,

The BCLME pro-
gramme is & joint ini-
tialive hétween South
Aflrica, Namibia und
Angola 1o manage and
utilise the resources of
the BCLME in a sus-
tuinable and imicgrated
TanncT,
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