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First BCLME projects to start

in July

by Maggi Barnard

The first contracts of the multi-million dollar joint progromme on
Namibia, South Africa and Angola’s marine resources and ecosys-

tem will be issued by july.

80 prajscts were advertized in
regicnal newspapers racently. Tha
‘hree countries joined forces last year
in the R425.7 milllan Benguela Current
Large Marine Ecosystem (BCLME) ini-
Yative fo address the transboundary
uation between the three countries
where fisheries have becomes an eco-
nomic mainstay providing an important
source of fivelthaods in tha region.

According to Dr Michasl O'Toole,
chief technical advisor of BCLME, It is
an all encompassing programme with
projects focusing on a broad rangs of
activities.

These Include an sarly warning sys-
tems for climate change, the monitor-
ing and management of shared fish
stocks, oll pollutlon and littaring from
ships and oil rigs offshore, the effact of
algal blooms (sulphur eruptions) on
the quality af fish stocks, the effects ar

Tl".e first of the programme's almost

impacts of Intensive diamond trlning
on the scosystem, as well as gas and
oll exploration, marine bicdiversity and
the protection of fauna and flora in
marine life, and arsas where ego-
tourism could be promoted to create
Jobs for coastal eommunitias.

These type of projects used to be
very specie or country specific. It was
only in 1982 at the Rio Summit that a
maove Was made to ecosystem-based
projects called large marine ecosys-
tems (LMEs). The Glabal Environment
Facility (GEF) has since identified g4
LMEs world-wida, of which 12 are up
and running and another elght are in
preparation stage,

The BCLME was the first ana dealing
with an upwelling system that was
approved by the GEF for funding (GEF
contributed MN$167 million to the pro-
gramme). The Banguela system is ans
of four main upwelling systems in the

world. The other thtse are the Canary
cdrrent (norhwest. Africa), Chils-Pery
current and the Californiz current,

ken Sherman of the MNational
Oceancgraphic  and Atmospheric
Assotlstion (NCAAY In the United
States sald at a meeting at Swakop-
mund in March that the BCLME
showed the mast promiss of all the
LMEs, He szaid internationally It was
regarded as ths flagship of acean man-
agament,

Accerding to O'Toole Namibia and in
particular tha minister of fisherias and
marine rescurces, Abraham lyambo,
Played & major rals in gatting funding
for the BGLME and the programme off
the ground.,

With the BCLME head offics situated
in Windhosk, OToole said MNamibia
was in the diving seat of the pro-
gramime.

According to him preferance would
be given to sciantists In the region for
the projects on tender. "We would also
link in with the fisheries Institutes of tha
three countries and thair universities.”

The Benguela Environmental Fish-
eries Intaractiaon and Training (Benefit)
Programme at Swakopmund will serve
as the scientific wing of BCLME, Tha
BCLME programme, which Is a Year
ald, will run for another four years, "lf
wa are successiul we might gat anoth-
er five years of funding, It all depends
on how we dsliver on aur stratagis
plan," O'Toole said,
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