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Objectives
The study assesses the aquaculture policies and the institutional capacity for aquaculture development in Angola, Namibia and South Africa. It presents recommended regional aquaculture options for consideration by the BCLME countries.
A policy process was initiated in Angola during 2002 which has resulted in a first draft of an aquaculture policy, a description of the status of aquaculture, and a draft aquaculture master plan. During 2004 a second aquaculture policy draft was submitted to the Angolan government for consideration. 
Angola’s first aquaculture legislation, which is included in the Act on Biological Aquatic Resources, was recently passed to the Angolan legislature. Angola is therefore relatively well positioned to support aquaculture development and to participate in regional aquaculture policy initiatives.

If Angola is to develop its aquaculture sector a major institution building process will be required to develop capacity to manage the environmental impacts of aquaculture,  establish producer representation, perform research, certify shellfish for export, finance aquaculture and train human resources. 
Namibia’s Aquaculture Act was passed in 2003 and regulations to implement the Act have now been promulgated. 
Of the three BCLME countries, Namibia is the first to translate its policy into a comprehensive deployment strategy. The strategy contextualises the opportunity for aquaculture in Namibia, outlines Namibia’s aquaculture policy and Act and sets tentative production targets. The strategy conservatively estimates that the industry should grow in value from the current N$20 million to N$ 250 million by 2009, with direct employment expanding from the current 422 people to 1 640 people in 2009.  

South Africa has been slow to address aquaculture policy and legislative requirements and currently has a fairly fragmented and incomplete policy and legislative framework. Although mariculture was included in the Marine Living Resources Act of 1988, and a Mariculture Unit established within the Marine and Coastal Management branch of the Department of Environment Affairs and Tourism, no comprehensive supporting policy was developed.  South African legislation and regulations pertaining to aquaculture in their current form are adequate from an environmental management perspective, but significantly disabling from the perspective of sectoral growth stimulation. 
Despite South Africa’s lack of comprehensive aquaculture policy and legislation, the country is well positioned to lead mariculture development in the BCLME. It has an established industry and supporting infrastructure, including very good research institutions capable of developing technology suited to local environmental conditions. However, in order to fulfill this role, a regional policy, structure, and resources will have to be put in place. 

Recommendations
The study asserts that the responsible development of aquaculture in the BCLME region requires regional cooperation in two broad areas:-

· Environmental management. This involves management of the environmental aspects of aquaculture such as the use of exotic species and disease control.

· Industry development. Interventions are required to establish this industry as a sustainable source of fishery products. These include technology development, human resources training, and product health certification.

A full suite of policy recommendations are presented under the following headings: 
· Aquatic Animal Health;
· The Use of Exotic Species for Aquaculture;
· Shellfish Sanitation; 

· Aquaculture Research;
· Aquaculture Training;
· Industry Development.
