LMR/COM/03/02 – Introducing the BCLME Programme to the wider audience within the coastal communities 

Project value: US$16,000.00
Contracted to: EcoAfrica Environmental Consultants, Cape Town
Completion date: July 2004

Objectives
The Distance Learning and Information Sharing Tool (DLIST) was established as a pilot project with funding from the Global Environment Facility (GEF). The objective of DLIST is to link stakeholders in the coastal areas of the Benguela Current Large Marine Ecosystem (BCLME) and provide them with a common pool of knowledge and a space for open discussion. 
DLIST was successfully implemented in the coastal areas of South Africa and Namibia and has proved to be a useful networking platform and source of information on the BCLME’s resources, people and activities. When the initial funding for DLIST ceased in 2002, the BCLME Programme stepped in to provide bridging funding to strengthen DLIST contact on the ground and make sure that DLIST continued playing its role until further dedicated funding was available. The project report describes the outcomes achieved during the BCLME Programme grant.
Outputs achieved 

1.
In an area plagued by poor access to information, DLIST has bridged barriers between the classic groupings in society: tiers of government, communities, the private sector, and other interest groups. The number of DLIST registered users has increased exponentially from 74 in August 2002 to 308 in October 2004. More people keep signing up every day, with growing numbers of users from Angola and programmes such as the Succulent Karoo Ecosystem Plan (SKEP) and the Namib Coast Biodiversity Conservation and Management (NACOMA) Project. 
2.
The discussion forums are the most popular DLIST function. There are currently 50 discussion threads on DLIST, with topics ranging from environmental education to community-based tourism and mariculture, transfrontier parks, wetlands, coastal management policy, world heritage sites and poverty alleviation. 
3.
The EcoAfrica/Francois Odendaal Productions (FOP) collection of slides of the BCLME coast, its people and activities is growing. During this grant, photographs of Angola were taken during visits to coastal communities. Some of these slides and maps have been made available to DLIST users for use in brochures, posters, reports, presentations and advertisements. 

4.
The DLIST library is growing into one of the most complete set of documents pertaining to the BCLME coastal areas. Its growth since the start of this grant is estimated at 40 percent. 
5.
Information about the BCLME Programme has been regularly disseminated on DLIST. A kiosk was opened for the Programme in July 2002. In addition, information about events, tenders, bursaries and achievements of the BCLME Programme has been posted on the Message Board, and discussions around the programme have been held in a dedicated discussion thread. 
6. The distance learning component of DLIST is established as a fully accredited course on Environmental Engineering – Sustainable Development in Coastal Areas at Peninsula Technikon in Cape Town. In 2004 a record number of 55 students enrolled in the DLIST course. Through this grant, the BCLME Programme sponsored four students to complete the course. The course is to be improved and expanded into Namibia and Angola. 

8. 
DLIST provides a platform for networking and the exchange of “lessons learned” between different parties, projects and programmes at all levels. As such, DLIST represents a common pool of knowledge and a growing database of “lessons learned” accessible to all parties that can apply them on the ground. 
9. 
A paper entitled “Can ICT effectively bridge the information and knowledge gap across geographical and social boundaries?” was written by Francois Odendaal and Roger Abels and presented at the 6th Water Information Summit in Delft, The Netherlands, in September 2003. 
10. Articles about DLIST have been published in the BCLME Newsletter and the South African Network for Coastal and Oceanic Research (SANCOR) Newsletter. 
Note: The project report includes a copy of the paper: Odendaal, F and Abels, R; Can ICT effectively bridge the information and knowledge gap across geographic and social boundaries? 
