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Objectives
The objectives of project LMR/COM/03/01 were to broadly determine what community groups exist in the coastal areas of the BCLME and to identify certain pilot projects that might be undertaken on a community basis. The report’s findings point to ways in which the BCLME Programme can play a catalytic role in bringing about community involvement in issues of concern to the BCLME Programme and the region. 
Over a two-year period, a number of field trips were undertaken to selected areas along the 4 000km coastline of the BCLME. Discussions were held with community members and stakeholders with a view to determining how coastal inhabitants can be involved in the BCLME Programme in a manner that is meaningful to them, while at the same time advancing the overall goals of the Programme. 

Recommendations
The project report makes four over-arching recommendations: 
1. 
The BCLME Programme must make itself known to coastal communities. The BCLME would do well to redesign its public awareness machinery and launch a pervasive public awareness and information campaign (PA&IC) as soon as possible. 
2.
Funding small ad hoc projects to create an impression of community involvement is a trap the BCLME Programme should avoid. A few individual projects here and there will not make much of an impression unless they are careful pilot projects that are replicable and of course sustainable. 

3. 
A BCLME-wide coastal programme, which is aimed at the coastal communities should be designed and implemented. Such a programme would go a long way towards building links between community involvement and management of the natural resources of the BCLME. 

4. 
The first phase of the BCLME Programme focused on the science behind the Benguela Current Ecosystem, management options and institutional capacity building. The second phase ought to focus on achieving sustainable management and resource use for the betterment of people’s lives. A fourth activity centre ought to be established for this purpose.  
The report has two parts, namely Part One that covers all three countries flanked by the Benguela Current Large Marine Ecosystem (BCLME), namely South Africa, Namibia and Angola, and Part Two that covers Angola in considerably more detail. The first part of the report contains an extremely useful description of the coastal communities in the BCLME region (Addendum I) and a list of potential projects for sustainable coastal development along the west coast of southern Africa (Addendum III). 

Part two presents the findings from discussions and visits held in three provinces of Angola – Luanda, Bengo and Namibe. A number of pilot projects were identified that have a strong affinity with the aims of the BCLME Programme and might contribute to the development of coastal communities. 

The report suggests that the BCLME Programme can - in collaboration with local and international partners - play an important role in Angola by creating opportunities for livelihood development through the sustainable use of coastal resources. The following recommendations were made:
· Assistance should be provided for improving the cooperative system in Angola.

· Institutional strengthening of the Institute for the Development of Artisanal Fisheries (IPA) is essential.  DLIST can play a role in promoting the exchange of information. 
· This is the time to set trends that will ensure the involvement of communities in development and the preservation of natural resources. New laws and policies must be underpinned by concepts such as Community-Based Natural Resources Management. An assessment of the tourism potential and ways to promote community-based tourism can pave the way for the creation of alternative livelihoods that ensure the protection of natural resources. 
The BCLME Programme can play a critical role in all of the above by enlisting suitable partners and providing incremental funding that can be matched by other sponsors.

