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Objectives

The purpose of the study was to evaluate the status of commercial fish catch data and assess the reliability and appropriateness of the data management systems utilized by BCLME member states. 
The report specifically highlighted the lack of disciplined data management among research scientists in the region and cited examples where data has been lost. 
Recommendations

1. It is recommended that best practice in data husbandry be encouraged throughout the region. This should be done by:
· Submitting a data management plan with all projects;

· Fully documenting and safely archiving all data generated to promote longevity;
· Publishing metadata for datasets to a data directory;
· Not accepting scientific publications without an accompanying, fully documented and archived data set.

2. The establishment of the Benguela Current Commission (BCC) is advisable as it would form a regional umbrella under which a Regional Fisheries Body (RFB) could function. The Secretariat could then provide administrative and technical support in the form of database skill and timely co-ordination of data exchange programmes for the RFB. The focus of the BCC should be on cross-sectoral issues and supporting political processes to take appropriate decisions. 
3. Appropriate methods for the exchange of information should be employed, such as:
· Data exchange should be facilitated through a central point (e.g. a Secretariat) with national contact points established in member states that are responsible for the timely submission of data. Data should be submitted using well-documented electronic forms that enforce data integrity;

· A data manager/ coordinator with a tertiary level qualification in information science should be responsible for the collation, management and dissemination of fisheries data;

· A usage policy, developed in consideration with national data policies should be established for data submitted to the Secretariat. 

4. Regional standardisation of data or collection methods is advisable for inter comparability. Standardising methods should be developed through scientific working groups. 

5. The reliability and appropriateness of catch data management systems needs to be improved. This could be done by:
· Reviewing and improving the reporting facilities of the current information system in South Africa, as well as providing scientists with better access to the system;
· Developing a reliable system that will enable some lesson learning between Angola and Namibia concerning the development of fisheries information systems. 

· Using the experience gained in the development of similar systems - designed and implemented for other fisheries institutions of similar complexity - to provide guidance on their reporting requirements.
· Documenting the exact contents of data management systems using a metadata standard and prioritising by shared stocks. 

6. Remedial action to improve catch data management systems is recommended provided that:
· The uptake of the Fisheries Information Management System (FIMS) at the National Marine Information and Research Centre (NatMIRC) is promoted. Existing data sets should be moved to FIMS followed by a period of parallel usage of the systems before the full migration is made. For best chances of success, the NatMIRC should drive the process. 
· All three countries should have a dedicated data manager who acts as a contact point for users of fisheries and related data. Their role would be to manage a data inventory, provide timely access to data when appropriate and ensure that custodians of data sets (including IT sections) maintain the integrity of the data. 
· Where appropriate, data managers should be able to provide advice and assistance in the design of bespoke information systems. Ideally qualified to tertiary level in information science, they should be comfortable with technologies such as relational design, Standard Query Language etc.
