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Objectives

The overall goal of the Lüderitz Upwelling Cell / Orange River Cone (LUCORC) workshop was to facilitate the sustainable management of natural resources in the transboundary area shared between South Africa and Namibia. Its primary objective was to assemble overviews and assess all available information pertaining to the resources and the environment of the transboundary oceanic area around 24° to 30°S. The outcome would be an integrated understanding of the LUCORC area and a strategic plan for the implementation of a series of activities to address the knowledge gaps.

A three-phase set of activities was envisaged: 

· convening the workshop to collate available information and identify gaps in understanding, in order to plan future research;   

· commissioning a review of the oceanography and natural resources of the area; and 

· implementing post-workshop research activities. 

Recommendations

One of the main outcomes of the LUCORC workshop was a consultation with the senior management of South Africa and Namibia’s fisheries authorities to identify research that was regarded as a priority for the LUCORC area. The following items were selected (in order of priority). These effectively represent a management-endorsed directive for the BCLME with regard to continued research in the area.

· Oceanography - the implications for ecosystem management of the persistence or breakdown of the biological discontinuity in the Central Benguela;
· Transboundary hake dynamics;
· Dynamics of pelagic fish; 

· Ecosystem modeling; and
· Rock lobster larval distribution and recruitment.
It was agreed that the LUCORC research could be split into two broad thrusts:

a) The biology component, including hake, anchovy, rock lobster, seals and seabirds should take an ecosystem approach and include genetics, tagging and surveys. 
b) The oceanography component should take a phased approach, initially using retrospective data, remote sensing and modeling to identify circulation patterns and transport mechanisms for the eggs, larvae and juveniles of hake species which could then be validated through targeted surveys. 






