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Objectives
Luanda Bay in Angola, and Walvis and Lüderitz bays in Namibia are prime localities for aquaculture within the BCLME. However, owing to a lack of monitoring, there is little information on cysts of harmful algal bloom species (HABs) in these three bays. When considering the potential for marine aquaculture here, an assessment of the potential risks posed by HABs has important implications for management. 
The overall objective of Project EV/HAB/05/01 was to assess the diversity, distribution and abundance of dinoflagellate cysts from surface sediments in Luanda, Walvis and Lüderitz bays respectively. The study investigated the risk posed by cyst-forming HABs within these bays with the aim of providing an indication of their suitability for aquaculture. 
The observations of the study were compared to the cyst composition and abundance in the adjacent coastal system of the BCLME region as determined in Project EV/HAB/02/03: Investigation into the diversity and distribution of cysts of harmful algal blooms within the BCLME. Data from this project provided information relating to the geographic ranges of cyst-forming HAB species critical for the assessment, planning and prediction of HABs within the coastal areas of the BCLME. Project EV/HAB/05/01 was essentially an extension of Project EV/HAB/02/03 in that it focused on the study of cyst assemblages in the aforementioned bays.
Project findings
The comparison between the three bays and the adjacent coastal system demonstrated some important differences, namely: 
1. Cyst concentrations inside Luanda Bay are more abundant than in the adjacent coastal system. 

2. Cyst concentrations inside Walvis and Lüderitz Bays are not as high as those in the adjacent coastal system.

3. Some cyst types are common to both the adjacent coastal system and the three bays whereas others tend to be restricted to either the bays or the coastal zone.
4. Three toxic cyst types were found in Luanda Bay: Alexandrium catenella/ tamarense, Protoceratium reticulatum and Lingulodinium polyedrum.

5. Two toxic species were observed in Walvis Bay: P. reticulatum and L. polyedrum.
6. No cysts of HAB species were found in Lüderitz Bay.

7. The presence of poisonous cysts in Luanda and Walvis Bay indicate a potential seedbed for the initiation of blooms associated with the shellfish-poisoning syndrome PSP (A. catenella/ tamarense) and yessotoxin (YTX) poisoning (P. reticulatum and L. polyedrum). This has important implications for the development of marine aquaculture within these bays.
8. The study’s results indicate a higher risk of HABs in Luanda Bay and Walvis Bay compared to Lüderitz Bay. 

